The University of the State of New York
REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION
IN HEBREW

H

Friday, June 17, 2005 — 1:15 to 4:15 p.m., only

Teacher Dictation Copy
General Directions
Before the start of the examination period, distribute one examination booklet, face up, to each student.
When each student has received a booklet, tell the students to open it and carefully remove the answer booklet,
which is stapled in the center. Then tell the students to close the examination booklet and fill in the heading on
the front of the answer booklet.
After each student has filled in the heading of the answer booklet, begin the examination by following the
directions for Part 2a, as given below.
Directions for Part 2a:
Instruct students to open their test booklets and read the directions for Part 2a. After students have read
and understood the directions, say:

There are nine questions in Part 2a. Each question is based on a short passage which I
will read aloud to you. Listen carefully. Before each passage, I will give you some
background information in English once. Then I will read the passage in Hebrew twice.
After you have heard the passage for the second time, I will read the question in English
once. The question is also printed in your test booklet.
After you have heard the question, you will have about one minute before I go on to the
next question. During that time, read the question and the four suggested answers in your
test booklet. Choose the best suggested answer on the basis of the information provided in
the passage, and write its number in the space provided in your answer booklet.
You should not read the question and the suggested answers while you are listening to
the passage. This will allow you to give all your attention to what you hear. I will now begin.
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Administer each of the items in Part 2a as follows:
First, read the setting in English once; then read the listening comprehension stimulus (passage) in
Hebrew twice in succession. Make every effort to read the passage in the way students would hear it in an
authentic setting. Then read the question once. Pause for no more than one minute before proceeding to the
next item.
1 Your Israeli friend Lavie tells you about something that is bothering him. He says:

©ß  ´Ö£¦ Û¡ ãÝ ¨   .¢£«²£ª ã¦ ¤¦ £é Û ¡ ªÝ 
ê è £ò ¡±¦ ,£¡ ¦Û ¦Öà ²¡ß ©ÖÛ£¦ £ò ²¬ .´£ ß ß £¡æ
§Ö±¨ ²´Ö£ £¦ ÛæÛ ¡¨Ü £ª  .§ß Ûê ò Û ¨ ¦ ãÛ §£²á
Ûê ò Û ¦ § £  £¦å ß °Ö² £ª Û ¨ ´Ö²¦ ¦Ö¥£ £ª  .´£ ß ß
.´£ ß  ´  ¬ £é Û ¡ £è ã°¬ ´°± §à £ª  .ÖéÛ Ý ¡ê ß
What is bothering Lavie?
2 You hear this news report on Israeli radio:

²Ü ¨ .£²ß ¦ ¦¥ ¦¬ ´Ö¨Ö«²í ß ² Û£ §Öæ £  £¦å ß
´Ö¬Ý  ¤Û ¨ß é  ´Ö¨Ö«²í  ª §£ï ¡ ²£¬¦ °Ö² ´ã£²ß 
§é Û §£¦æ  £è §£Öá §£¦²Ü æ  .£  £¦å ß §£¦è ò «¨ §£¦æ Û
ª é è §£ï ¡ ²è Û£ ´Ö²¡ ´Öª£¨ß .§£ª ¨Û ¦ §£Û ¡ª
.£²ß ¦ ¦¥ ¦¬ ´Ö¨Ö«²í
Why are Israelis worried about their children?

3 You hear an Israeli professor describing a recent scientific study:

¤£²° ã ,§£è ² §£æ ¡ ´Ö£¡¦ °Ö² § §Û é ¨ Û¡ ²±¡¨
,§£²¡ §£Û ª¦ ² Ö¬ Û£ ²Û è Û £ ¤¥¦ ß ì  .§£²¡¦ ² ¬¦
.´ã£²ß ¦ ´Ö®£«Ö¨ ´ÖÖå ´ÖÛà² .Ö¢ ²´Ö£ Û£à ²¨ ã
According to the latest research, what helps to prolong life?
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4 You hear this news report on Israeli television:

ãß ¦ § .§£ãêé  ´ªÛ ´é ¡´ß ´£Û ¦ ã°£ ¦²Ü £ ß §£²Öê

 ¨ £ ,´ä  ´£Ý  ¦¦ß .«è ²´Ö£ ã°² § £è ²®ì  ´£¦
´ ¡¦Û ¦ ©¦ §¦ £ ¦ .§£ë ¢± §£¦£ §¬ ´Ö¡í Û ¨¦ Û ±
´£ ß ß ²Ý ¦ ¤£²° £ §£²Ö¨ ¡ ©¥¦ ,§Öæ ¤Û ¨ß §£¦æ 
.§£¦æ  ¦¬ ²¨
 Û ¦
Why did some parents have to stay home?

5 You are listening to a news report on Kol Yisrael. The radio announcer says:

Öè ²Ö¢± Öá ²ò §Öæ ¦ß ± ,°± Û ¨ ,¦²Ü £ ´ª£¨ ¦Û £Ü ë
Öè  ´ ¦ß ± °± Û ¨ ²Û è .±²Ö£ ã£ª ß £¢£«²£ª ã£ £Û æ ¨
£ ãÛ è ¦²Ü £ ¦ ´¦¬ Öò¡í Û ¨ .ÖéÛ §£æ ¡ ¦¬ ã²ß á ,ä
²¡ë Û ²´Ö£ß ²£¬î  Û£ £ ã .£ãê¦ß ©æ¢° ã .²£¬°
.¦Û ¨ê ß ²Ü  ´«ªè ²¡ £ ã ,©¥ £²¡ .¯²ß ²£¬-Û² ´Ö£¦
.ÖÖ¥¦ è ã¡¨ §¦ãß §£Û ª ¦è .ª£ê  ¦Û £Ü ë ã Û ¥¬
What was the president of Israel doing in New York?

6 Your Israeli classmate calls you on the telephone. She says:

¦è .£¦²Ü £ ©Öò¬ß ©£ª ¬¨ ¯ß Û ò £´°¨ .£¦ ² ¬¦ ¦¥ãò £¦ã
´ £ª ¨¨ Ö¢ ²´Ö£ ¬Ö£ ò  .¤"ªò ß §£¨«²®¨ ´Ö¨Û © ´ÖãÛò 
.¦²Ü £ ß ¤¦¨ ¦Û §Û ¥£²° £ª  .£é Û ¦Ý  ë ,Û ¥¬ .¤"ªò 
.´Öæ´Ö ¬ß ² Öß Û£ "©£Û " ´Öß ¦£¡´¨ §Ý 
What sort of help is your classmate seeking from you?
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7 Your Hebrew teacher is telling your class about Andy Statman. Your teacher says:

What did Andy Statman do?

8 While on a tour of the Caribbean island of Saint Thomas, you visit an old synagogue. The Rabbi of the synagogue
says:

í °² ¦¬ ¦Ö¡ ÛæÛ §£Ö² §ò  .1796 ´ªÛ ß «Öª ä ´«ªè  ´£ß
§£ãæ  ²Û è ,§£ª Û ß ² £ª®¦ ?ä ¦Ö¡¦ ß ì  ¨ .©£ª ß  ¦Û
§£ï ¡¨ ã¦« § ,²Ü ¬ ÛÝ  ²Ü ¬ Û¨¡ ´Ö¨ß ²®«ß ã²à
¦¬ ²¨
 Û ¦ ã¥£Û ¨ § ¦ .¦é í ´¦ §¦ ²ã« £ .§£ãæ  ª
,§é Û ´£ ß  ¦Û ò ²ê ¦ ã²£ § .²´«ß §é Û §£ãæ  §£ª ê 
§£Û ªÛ £è ò ²ê  ¦Û í °² ¦¬ ¦Ö¡ ã¨Ü § .§Û ã¦é í ´
,¤è ²¡ §£ª Û ß ² .é ®ò  ¦Û ´Ö¦Öï ´ ã¬¨Û £ ¦ ¯ã¡ß
,«¨Öò ¢ª £« £ß Ý £´¦ ãß é  §£á²®ì  ¦Û §£ª ß  ²Û è
¨ ²è  ¦ £è §é Û ´«ªè  ´£ß ¦³ í °² ¦¬ ¦Ö¡ ã¨Ü §
.´ÖÜ¬¦ §£¥£²° ã£ ²®«ß §é Û ´ÖÛ
Why is there sand on the floor of this synagogue?

9 Your Israeli friend Avi is telling you about a product that he has bought in the supermarket. He says:

.¦Ö¡è íÖÛ¢± ¦Û ±ãß± ß :Û¡ ãÝ ¨ £´£ª ± ¦«²í ãÜ¦ §Öæ £ò ¥¦
£ãëÛ Öß Û£ ±² .¦£² íÖÛ¢ïß Ö¨è §¬å  Ö´Ö Û£ ä íÖÛ¢ï¦
´ 
 ¨ Ö ©¢ï £¡ .§Ö ´Ö£¦ §Ö±¨ß ¦Ö¡è ã :¡
.ä íÖÛ¢ï
What is different about this product?
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Directions for Part 2b:
Instruct students to read the directions for Part 2b. After students have read and understood the directions,
say:
There are six questions in Part 2b. Part 2b is like Part 2a, except the questions and
answers are in Hebrew. I will now begin.
Administer Part 2b in the same manner as Part 2a.

10 You are visiting your Israeli friend Shai. His father is giving him advice about entering the university. Shai’s father
says:

ò  .¢£ ¨
 ¦¦ ¤£²° ò  .¢£«²£ª ãß ¡£¦°ò ò Û ¬Ö£ £ª 
¦ ,¦¡´ß Û ± ££   £¦ã .§£Û ¡ §£Û ª ß ² Ûà®ò §à
¤£²° ò  § ãª£¦ ²Ý ±´¦ Û ïß .  ´ ´ÖÜ¬¦ ¦¥ãò ò 
.¤´Ö §£Ö £ª  ê  .ãÝ ¨
?²¨Ö ß Û ¨¦ §£´¨ §à´í  £ 10
11 You hear this news report on Kol Yisrael:

ê è £ª®¦ .¦²Ü £ ¦ §£ß £«ã²ß ²Û  ©¦«ß ²£¬¨ §£¦£ §Öæ
.£«ã²ß é  §£¦æ  ¦Û ²®ì  ´£ß ´ ã®£± ´ §£¦ß ¡¨ ,§£Û ¡
¦²Ü £ ´ª£¨ .ã¬°®ª §£²¡ §£¦£ ß ² ã²ª ´ä  ®±´ß
¦²Ü £ ¦ Ö¦ £«ã²ß ä ²®ì  ´£ß ¦Û §£¦æ  ¦è ´ ª£¨  
.£ã®² ¦ãí¢ ¦ß ±¦ã ¦æ¢¦
?¦²Ü £ ¦ é  §£¦æ  §£ß ê ¦ 11
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12 You are attending a Hebrew lecture about the Israeli humorist Ephraim Kishon. The lecturer says:

£ ã .ªÛ §£ª Ö¨Û ©ß £ ã .²ãª£ß ´¨ ©ÖÛ£± §£ ²®
§ ,©Ö²¢ò ¦ ´Ö ¡¨ ,©Öò¬¦ §£²¨¨ ,§£²®« ´è Û ¢«£²Ö¨ã
´ªÛ ß ¯²¦ ¦¬ £²àª ãß Û ¢«í ãßß ¦Öª ©ÖÛ£± .¬Öª¦Öï¦ §£¢²«
,©ÖÛ£± §£ ²® ¦Û Ö´¬ £®¦ .©í ¦ß ´£²¬ ¨¦ ã .25 ¦£ß ,1949

 ¨ Û ïÛ Û ¡ ã .£ãæ  §¬ ¦Û Û®ë £ ´£²¬ ®Þ 
£è ´£²¬ ¨
 ¦¦ 
 ¨ ãÛ¡ ¦ ,´£²¬ ¨
 ¦¦ §£²à¨ §£Û ª¦
.¦²Ü £ ´ª£¨¦ §£ãæ  ´ ´²Ý ±¨ ´£²¬
?©ÖÛ£± §£ ²® ¦Û Ö´¬ £®¦ ´ÖÜ¬¦ §£ãæ ¦ ãÛ¡ ¨ 12
13 Your Israeli friend Etan is telling you what happened Saturday night. He says:

.£¦à ãª¦¥ ®± ãª£´Û .¬«¨¦ §£²¡ §¬ £ò ¥¦ ´ß Û £°Ö¨ß
¬«ª ¦ «è ±£í «¨ £¦ £ éÛ £´£² ²¬ Ö«ß .§£¬ª 
 ¨ £
´£ª Ö¨ß Öò ¬«ª ¦ £´Ö ©£¨   ©á £é Û ²¡Û ¦ä¨ £¦ £ .´£ ß 
¦ ¥£Û ¨ ´£ª Öê ¤è ²¡ ,ÖéÛ ´£ ß ¦ ãª¬àÛ è °£ ©á .´¡
.£é Û ´£ ß ¦
?©´£ ¦Û £¬ß  ´£  ¨ 13
14 Your Israeli teacher is telling you about a very special restaurant in Jerusalem. He says:

§£æ ª ¬¦ ´ÖÛá± ¨ §Û ´Ö¡ã² ¦è .§£ ¦Û ã²£ß ´¡£¨ ¬«¨ Û£
¡ß å  .´Ö¡ã² ´ ¦Ý ¨ ²£¬ß ¬ã£ ¡ß ¢ .«è £¦ß ¦è  ,²£¬ß
,´Ö²ª ,í ¨ Û£ ©¡¦Û ¦è ¦¬ .´²è Ü ¨ £¦ß §£Ö¬ §£²°¦ê  §
Ûí ¡ £ª ¬ ²ã¡ß ,Û¡
 £ª®¦ .¦¥¦ ë Ö¦ Û ãß ©£ .§£¡²®ã
.§Û ©ò ¡´¦ ã¢£¦¡ § ,´ä  ¬«ê ß æª ¬ ²ã¡ß
?´ä  ¬«ê ß ¡£¨ ¨ 14
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15 Your friend Sarah is an exchange student in Tel Aviv. She calls you and says:

?²Ü ´²ß ¨ ¨ ¦¬ 15
When students have finished Part 2b, say:
This is the end of Part 2. You may now go on to the rest of the examination.
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