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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Mechanics of Rating

Scoring the Multiple–Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional  

scanning center or large-city scanning center. If the student’s responses for the multiple-choice  
questions are being hand scored prior to being scanned, the scorer must be careful not to  
make any marks on the answer sheet except to record the scores in the designated score boxes.  
Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and  
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be  
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of  
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the  
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response  

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from 

high to low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independently  

without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 only contain scores, not commentaries.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or 
response or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be  
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own  
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of  
papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the  
student’s answer paper.

 Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam  
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide, 
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been 
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Level 6–A 
 
The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (While there has been precedent 
for such practice dating back to the 1781 Articles of Confederation, setting term limits could actually prove 
more harmful to our democratic ideals and to our nation’s legislative success. Thus, it is in our national 
interest to retain our present system and not hold our Congressional members to term limits). The essay 
demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Opponents 
further contend that bringing in all new individuals every few years removes the element of experience which 
is an extremely valuable asset when it comes to functioning effectively and successfully in the political 
system) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Proponents of term limits claim this 
can only lead to corruption and stagnation). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly 
effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (They note that those 
lawmakers … may be tempted “to base their votes and policies on their own self-interest, instead of those of 
the people” and “opponents charge that… people should be free to elect whomever they want and that voters 
inherently have the power to limit terms simply by voting incumbents out”). The essay demonstrates proper 
citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, 
lines 29-30) and (Text 4, lines 18-19)]. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to 
create a cohesive and coherent essay, first introducing the issue and a claim that opposes term limits, then 
presenting the rationale for the counterclaim focusing on concerns over corruption and stagnation, followed 
by a rebuttal to these concerns using arguments that support the claim (On the contrary, setting term limits 
would be a step towards the dissolution of our democratic rights and The experience and the bonding in 
itself can easily lead to new conversations and perspectives), concluding with a reaffirmation of the claim. 
The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (Bringing 
in “fresh blood” on a regular basis, they point out, allows for fresh ideas and prevents the practice of 
“always do what you’ve always done” and When all is said and done, it should be realized that the idea of 
setting term limits for our Congressional lawmakers should be put to rest). The essay demonstrates control 
of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 
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The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Congressmen should have their 
terms limited because they will be more likely to serve the people rather than seeing their own wishes come 
true; new Congressmen will bring new ideas to both Houses, and corruption will be limited). The essay 
demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (If term limits 
were set, officials would run because they want to serve the people, not to hold on to a prestigious and well- 
paying job and When individuals hold office for lengthy periods of time, it is seemingly impossible for new 
and perhaps improved proposals to find their way into congressional discussions) and to distinguish the 
claim from alternate or opposing claims. (Although some may argue that Congressional terms of service 
should not be limited because this would take power from the people in deciding who is to hold office, this 
statement is faulty and ultimately incorrect and Voters in a certain state are inclined to continue to elect an 
official who is worthy for the benefit of their state. This may be at the expense of the nation as a whole). The 
essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and 
relevant evidence to support analysis (Lawrence W. Reed writes that, “when politicians know they must 
return to ordinary society and live under the laws passed while they were in government, at least some of 
them will think more carefully about the long-term effects of the programs they support” and Longley asserts 
it simply: “the same people holding the same seat for years leads to stagnation”). The essay demonstrates 
proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material 
[(Text 3, l. 8-10) and (Text 1, l. 30-31)]. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to 
create a cohesive and coherent essay, with an introductory paragraph that presents the issue and an opposing 
view that leads to a rebuttal that establishes the claim, followed by three body paragraphs of support that 
focus on how term limits can allow for Congressmen to be more inclined to serve the interests of the people, 
for new people to bring in new ideas and how they can limit governmental corruption, and a concluding 
paragraph that reaffirms the claim (Therefore, an amendment to the Constitution should be made to limit 
congressional terms of service, reflecting a progressive society that is ready and willing to advance). The 
response establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (Darrell 
Berkheimer details a statistic; This continued re-election of officials means there is little room for new ideas 
and proposals to infiltrate the legislative branch; The limits would also allow fresh ideas to enter into 
Congress while ridding Congress of corrupted officials). The essay demonstrates control of conventions, 
exhibiting occasional errors (to serve … rather than seeing; will therefore be; Congressmen … an official; 
years, those) only when using sophisticated language. 
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The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Congressional lawmakers 
should have term limits, as it would prevent large amounts of corruption, bring in lawmakers with fresh 
ideas, and it would bring about the end of unfair advantages). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of 
the texts, as necessary to support the claim (This shows that by putting term limits in place, it will be easier 
to elect lawmakers that are able to bring new and productive ideas to the table and are able to carry out and 
pass laws that are more relevant to the time) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims 
(However, there are opponents of term limits that challenge these claims). The essay presents ideas fully 
and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support 
analysis (The power and influence gained by being a member of Congress … tempt lawmakers to base their 
votes and policies on their own self-interest; Enactment of term limits will … force an infusion of fresh, and 
perhaps more conscientious representatives into our Congress …”; large numbers of citizens feel that a 
political system without limits is a stacked deck … surely in need of a corrective). The essay demonstrates 
proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material 
[(Text 2, lines 33-34) and (Text 1, lines 45-46)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and 
information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, with an introduction that presents the issue and a claim 
that favors term limits, followed by three paragraphs of support focusing on the arguments that they would 
prevent large amounts of corruption, would kickstart a resurgence of fresh ideas, it would bring about the 
end of unfair advantages in Congress, a fourth paragraph that presents and refutes the counterclaim, and 
concludes with a reiteration of the claim and the arguments that were addressed. The essay establishes and 
maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure (Throughout recent years in 
United States history, the discussion of whether U.S. Congressional lawmakers should have term limits has 
been a heated and divisive one and it would instill quotas to prevent corruption from outside sources and 
personal greed, make it possible for current lawmakers to be elected and bring about new ideas, and take 
away the unfair advantages that come with serving for life). The essay demonstrates control of conventions, 
exhibiting occasional errors (place; serve; whom feel; elected, due; onto Congressional) only when using 
sophisticated language. 
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The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Term limits can lessen 
corruption, but at the cost of other honest and good lawmakers too. Therefore, congressional term limits 
should not be instituted because they are unconstitutional and take power away from the people). The essay 
demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (If those experienced 
legislators are pushed out of office because of term limits, then they will be robbed of the opportunity to 
change our nation and its laws for the better and Lawmaking is a difficult and time-consuming process, and 
members of Congress need time to navigate it) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims 
(However, there are certainly strong arguments for term limits). The essay presents ideas clearly and 
accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (the states could not 
impose congressional term limits because the Constitution simply did not grant them the power to do so and 
Older members of Congress also have established relationships with members from other parties, and they 
can use these relationships to their advantage). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid 
plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, lines 14-15) and (Text 4, lines 
24-25)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay with an opening paragraph that introduces the issue and establishes a claim, followed by a paragraph 
that focuses on the role of the Constitution as it relates to term limits, two paragraphs that support the claim 
that term limits are just not practical and a paragraph that addresses an opposing claim, ending with a 
summative conclusion. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language 
and sound structure (The Constitution itself does not provide for there to be any congressional term limits 
and There would be no uniformity in the requirements for elections and term limits). The essay demonstrates 
control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors only when using sophisticated language (ruled that, “the 
states; so.”(Text 1, lines 14-15). If; One … are). 
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The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (U.S. Congressional lawmakers 
should have term limits for multiple reasons … term limits would limit corruption, bring in fresh ideas … 
and would force Congress members to think more about morals than money and their next campaign). The 
essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (This means that as the 
culture and lifestyles around the U.S. continue to modernize, legislation will not because traditional congress 
members will still be in power and This means that instead of lawmakers thinking about how to get into 
office again and again, they will think about policies to pass) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or 
opposing claims (Some argue that, “The longer you do a job, the better you get at it.”… However, once 
somebody makes up their mind about something, it’s hard to persuade them the other way). The essay 
presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support 
analysis (“The power and influence gained by being a member of congress for a long period of time tempts 
lawmakers to base their votes and policies on their own self interest, insted of those of the people” and 
“Constantly facing reelection, members of congress feel pressured to devote more time to raising campaign 
funds, than to serving the people”). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 
when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, Lines 36-37) and (Text 2, Lines 25-26)]. 
However, there are minor errors in the material quoted from the texts (tempts for “tempt”, seats for “seat”, 
years ago). The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay 
with an opening paragraph introducing multiple reasons for imposing term limits, followed by three body 
paragraphs, each of which addresses one of the introduced reasons. The second body paragraph devotes 
much of its development to knowledge gained outside the text and incorporates first and second person 
references. There is a separate summative conclusion. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, 
using precise and appropriate language and structure (The next, and most important reason that term limits 
should be imposed on congress members is that it would bring new ideas and mindsets into the legislative 
body and To put this into perspective) despite the use of you and I. The essay demonstrates control of 
conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (people.” (Text 1, lines 28-30) This; important reason; sombody 
… their mind; awhole; lives too; morals, and lawmaking) only when using sophisticated language. 
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The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Although some believe that term limits decrease 
corruption, due to them being undemocratic and the need to have experience in Congress, U.S. lawmakers 
should not have term limits). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as 
necessary to support the claim (if candidates had term limits, voters choices would be diminished and 
Experience is one of the most important parts of this job, and that would be taken away with term limits) and 
to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some may say that having term limits would 
reduce corruption, but in fact it would not because new members would defer to more experienced people 
anyway). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (Based on the number of officials who get reelected during each midterm 
election, it can be seen that most Americans truly like who they put in office and they want them to be able 
to serve for a long time and It takes time to improve at this job, and new members would face a large learning 
curve coming into the job). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when 
dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, lines 45-48) and (Text 4, lines 18-19)]. The 
essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, first introducing 
some history of term limits and both the counterclaim and a negative claim, followed by a paragraph that 
addresses term limits as being not democratic, a paragraph that focuses on how being a member of Congress 
takes experience, and another paragraph that presents and refutes the counterclaim, ending with a summative 
conclusion (This has been a topic of discussion for many years, but ultimately the decision needs to be made 
that U.S. congressmen should not have term limits). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using 
precise and appropriate language and structure (Also, if term limits were set, the choices of candidates that 
voters have would be severely restricted). The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting 
occasional errors (them being, who they put, office and they, place no one … their, democratic and it) that 
do not hinder comprehension.  
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The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Limiting their terms would only negatively 
effect the government. Therefore, U.S. Congressional lawmakers should not have term limits). The essay 
demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (This shows 
how “new comers” would only hurt the government, and it’s better for more experienced members to stay 
and Also, friendships among the Congress members would greatly improve how well they work with 
eachother) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some people, on the other hand 
believe term limits prevent corruption in the government). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making 
adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (“wisdom gained from long experience as 
essential to the continuity of government” and “Term limits would help prevent corruption and reduce the 
influence of special interests”). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when 
dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 3, lines 26-25) and (Text 1, line 27)]. The essay 
exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an opening 
paragraph that introduces the claim, two paragraphs that support the claim, followed by a paragraph that 
presents and refutes a counterclaim (In reality, term limits worsen corruption in congress), ending with a 
summative conclusion that reaffirms the original claim (If there are no term limits for congress, the system 
and people would greatly benefit from it). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise 
and appropriate language and structure (First, limiting their terms would force the old and more experienced 
people out of the government and Overall, term limits should not be added for the U.S. Congress because it 
limits experience, limits the people’s vote, and affects how they work together). The essay demonstrates 
partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (According to the text it states; along; accross; 
on the other hand believe; together, which) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (The U.S. congressional lawmakers should have 
term limits because there are many pros of having limited terms that overall, outweigh the cons). The essay 
demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (This is 
basically saying that having the same person over and over could lead to little maybe even no progression 
over time and when you have term limits, it forces new people to be chosen that can bring in many new and 
fresh ideas) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Although many people agree 
that having term limits is a positive, there are also many people that argue that there should not be term 
limits). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to 
support analysis (“The same people holding the same seat for years leads to stagnation” and “Voter choices 
are restricted when a candidate is barred from being on the ballot”). The essay demonstrates proper citation 
of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(In Text 1… lines 
36 & 37) and (Text 4 says … lines 14+15)]. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information 
to create a mostly coherent essay with an opening paragraph that introduces the claim, a second paragraph 
that supports the need for term limits to foster new, fresh ideas followed by a third paragraph discussing a 
counterclaim but never refuting it, then two paragraphs of support for the claim, and a brief conclusion that 
reaffirms the original claim (there are far more pros with having term limits that outweigh the pros of not 
having them), while shifting from third to second person throughout. The essay establishes but fails to 
maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (There are many positive factors to 
having term limits; you never really seem to get any new ways or ideas; For many years, people in congress 
would be elected over and over to where some have ran for over 50 years). The essay demonstrates partial 
control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors [U.S. congressional; that overall; After one … you; 
stagnation.” (lines; expierienced; benefit in one’s nation] that do not hinder comprehension. 
  




