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Contents of the Rating Guide

For Part I (Multiple-Choice Questions):
® Scoring Key

For Part II (thematic) essay:

* A content-specific rubric

* Prescored answer papers. Score levels 5 and 1 have two papers each, and score levels 4, 3, and 2 have
three papers each. They are ordered by score level from high to low.

e Commentary explaining the specific score awarded to each paper

* Five prescored practice papers

General:
e Test Specifications
* Web addresses for the test-specific conversion chart and teacher evaluation forms

Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating essay papers for this examination. More detailed direc-
tions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included in
the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and Geography and United
States History and Government.

Rating the Essay Question

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

¢ Raters read the task

* Raters identify the answers to the task

* Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—

e Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task

* Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the response
to the rubric

* Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—

 Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries
provided

* Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to
actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not
correct the students work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that
differ by more than one point.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (scaffold questions,
thematic essay, DBQ essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required
number of times as specified in the rating guides, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale
score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer papers.
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United States History and Government
Content-Specific Rubric
Thematic Essay
June 2013

Theme: Foreign Policy—National Interests
Throughout the history of the United States, the primary goal of its foreign policy has
been to protect the nation's interests. The United States has taken military and
economic foreign policy actions to achieve that goal. These actions have resulted in
varying degrees of success.

Task: Select two military and/or economic foreign policy actions taken by the United States
to protect its national interests and for each

* Describe the historical circumstances that led to the action
* Discuss the extent to which this action was successful in protecting the national
interests

You may use any military and/or economic foreign policy action taken by the United States
to protect its national interests. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include fighting the
Mexican-American War (1846-1848), declaring war on Spain (1898), implementing the Open
Door Policy (1899), building the Panama Canal (1904-1914), carrying out the Marshall Plan
(1947-1952), confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis (1962), fighting the Vietnam
War (1964-1973), and fighting the Persian Gulf War (1990-1991).

You are not limited to these suggestions.

Do not write about the Confederacy during the Civil War as one of your examples.

Scoring Notes:

1. This thematic essay has a minimum of four components (discussing the historical
circumstances that led to each of two military and/or economic actions and the extent to which
each action by the United States was successful in protecting United States interests).

2. The discussion of the historical circumstances that led to the foreign policy action may include
specific events that led to the action or may consider broader issues of the time period (e.g.,
Mexican-American War: discussing Polk’s decision to claim the Rio Grande as the United
States border or how Manifest Destiny led to expansionism in the 1840s).

3. The discussion about the extent to which the foreign policy action was successful may focus
on immediate or long-term results.

4. The response may or may not specifically identify the national interest as long as it is implied
in the discussion.

5. The response may or may not specifically identify the foreign policy action as military or
economic as long as it is implied in the discussion.

6. If two military/economic actions with similar issues are chosen, the response must include
distinct and separate information for each foreign policy action.

7. The response may discuss the extent to which the foreign policy action was successful from
any perspective as long as the position taken is supported by accurate facts and examples.
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Score of S:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical
circumstances that led to each of two military and/or economic actions and by discussing the extent
to which each action was successful in protecting United States interests

* Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates™ information), e.g., fighting
the Mexican-American War: connects President James K. Polk’s determination to fulfill Manifest
Destiny and the killing of United States troops by Mexican soldiers in disputed territory to the war
with Mexico that forced Mexico to cede California and the Southwest thus achieving continental
expansion and adding valuable territory, but reopening the divisive issue of the spread of slavery;
confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: connects President John F. Kennedy’s
Cold War defense of the United States against Soviet missile sites in nearby communist Cuba to
the naval quarantine of Cuba that protected national security by turning back Soviet missile-
bearing ships, prompting the dismantling of the Cuban missile sites thus averting nuclear war and
reducing United States-Soviet tensions

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., fighting the Mexican-
American War: John O’Sullivan; Oregon territory; 1845 annexation of Texas; Texas boundary
issue: Nueces River vs. Rio Grande; Slidell mission; General Zachary Taylor; “American blood on
American soil”’; New England opposition; lopsided victory; Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; Pacific
ports; gold rush; admission of California as a “free” state; Compromise of 1850; confronting the
Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: Nikita Khrushchev; Cuban Revolution; Fidel Castro;
communism; Bay of Pigs invasion; U-2 spy planes; photographs of missile silos; 90 miles from the
United States; Robert Kennedy; options of invasion or air attack; naval blockade; nationally
televised address; domestic fear; upholding the Monroe Doctrine; removal of NATO missiles in
Turkey; hotline; Nuclear Test Ban Treaty

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 4:

* Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing all aspects of the
task for one military and/or economic action more thoroughly than for the second action or by
discussing one aspect of the task less thoroughly than the other aspects of the task

* [s both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g.,
fighting the Mexican-American War: discusses how the belief in Manifest Destiny and President
James K. Polk’s decision to send troops into disputed territory led to war with Mexico and how the
United States’ victory resulted in the acquisition of California and the Southwest, fulfilling the goal
of expansion to the Pacific Ocean; confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis:
discusses how the discovery of Soviet nuclear missile sites in Cuba during the Cold War led to
President John F. Kennedy’s naval blockade of the island and how United States national security
was protected when the Soviets withdrew the missiles, eliminating the immediate threat of nuclear
war

* Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are beyond a restatement of the theme
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Score of 3:

* Develops all aspects of the task in little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in some
depth

* Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
may be a restatement of the theme

Note: If both components of the task for one foreign policy action have been thoroughly developed
evenly and in depth, and if the response meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall
response may be a Level 3 paper.

Score of 2:

* Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some
depth

* s primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not
clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a
conclusion

Score of 1:

* Minimally develops some aspects of the task

* s descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

* May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not
clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a
conclusion

Score of 0:

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant
facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test
booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper

*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational
Objectives refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term
synthesis. Creating implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5 paper
will contain analysis and/or evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating
information as defined by Anderson and Krathwohl.

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while
preserving actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are
easier for raters to read and use as scoring aids.

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring

examination papers and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-
specific rubric should be applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A

crises. The Vietwawe way was a -(-‘aLLuw’
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Anchor Level 5-A

The response:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical
circumstances that led to fighting the Mexican-American War and the Vietnam War and
discussing the extent to which each action was successful in protecting or failing to protect
United States interests

* [Is more analytical than descriptive (fighting the Mexican-American War: Washington in
his Farewell Address urged an independent foreign policy focused on our own best
interests; United States has been inconsistent in following Washington’s wisdom; a later
disagreement with Mexico over the annexation of Texas gave the United States an issue
with which they could provoke expansion into the Mexican territories of California and
New Mexico; American democracy reigned from ocean to ocean and the population
moved westward; fighting the Vietnam War: Cold War containment was a major departure
from Washington’s advice; the United States, as the leader of NATO and the free world,
was against communism and it was the interest of the nation to stop the spread of
communism; the United States had diverged from Washington’s advice, spent huge
amounts on war, lost the support of the public, and decreased the emphasis on domestic
affairs)

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (fighting the Mexican-
American War: Manifest Destiny; Texas; Polk; Jacksonian Democrats; Whigs and the
Democrats; extension of slavery; “sea to shining sea”; army at the Rio Grande; taking of
Mexico City; Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; Mexican Cession; Pacific trading ports; Asia;
rich farmland; valuable minerals; 54° 40' or fight; Oregon; Gadsden Purchase; fighting the
Vietnam War: George Kennan; Long Telegram; containment; anticommunist; McCarthy;
“domino theory”; Southeast Asia; insurrection in French Indochina; escalated by Lyndon
Johnson; Gulf of Tonkin Resolution; generation gap; Tet Offensive; “hey, hey, LBJ, how
many kids did you kill today?”’; President Nixon; Paris Peace Accords; North Vietnamese
overran South Vietnam; Saigon; Great Society)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that places the task into a framework provided by George Washington’s foreign
policy advice

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response provides a strong
analytical framework based on George Washington’s Farewell Address into which are
interwoven the contours of Manifest Destiny and the goals of the containment policy. The
numerous details provided enhance the premise of this essay.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B

AwerLead swP'anth cuba
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B

sueh as the vietnam \Way
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Anchor Level 5-B

The response:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical
circumstances that led to declaring war on Spain and fighting the Vietnam War and
discussing the extent to which each action was successful in protecting United States
interests

* Is more analytical than descriptive (declaring war on Spain: great amount of United States
dollars spent on improving transportation in the Caribbean island; the United States felt
that it would benefit the nation and the investors to side with the Cuban rebels in the
conflict; yellow journalism sensationalized the sinking of the Maine and helped garner hate
against Spain; American economic imperialism boomed as investments in sugar, railroads,
and tobacco increased; trading partner until Fidel Castro took over; fighting the Vietnam
War: United States goal was to prevent the spread of communism; many feared that the
“falling dominoes” threatened United States security; United States was a superpower who
possessed the most powerful and destructive weapons on Earth; Americans’ arrogance
blinded them; although many Americans died for the cause, Vietnam became a unified
communist nation; made the United States reevaluate its role as world’s police officer)

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (declaring war on
Spain: economic interests; Cuban insurgents rebel against Spain; sovereignty; anti-
colonialism; blamed Spain; quick war; malaria; yellow fever; Rough Riders; Philippines;
Guam; Asian markets; raw materials for America’s growing industries; Cuba gained its
independence; Platt Amendment; world power; America’s dominance; fighting the
Vietnam War: Southeast Asia; Cold War; conflict with Soviet Union; contain communism;
communists in the North; non-communists in the South; supported South Vietnam,;
superpower; Viet Cong; guerilla war; Asian jungles; diminishing support; hawks and
doves; rallies; Tet Offensive; humiliation)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that contrast success in the Spanish-American War with failure in the Vietnam
War

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response uses analytical
statements and historical details to demonstrate a clear understanding of the United States use
of military efforts to protect its interests, arguing that these efforts do not always yield success.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A

Lntrest of the Natiown
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Anchor Level 4-A

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task by thoroughly describing the historical circumstances that
led to confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis and fighting the Vietnam
War but is somewhat weaker in the discussion of the extent to which fighting the Vietnam
War was successful in protecting United States interests

* Is both descriptive and analytical (confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis:
the United States was adamant about containing the spread of communism; this was the
closest that the world has come to nuclear war; Kennedy’s actions were successful in
protecting American national security interests; Americans’ worst fears were diminished;
fighting the Vietnam War: elections were supposed to be held which would decide who
would rule Vietnam; presidents during this time including LBJ were also fearful of the
domino theory; without United States aid, South Vietnam quickly fell to the North and the
country became all communist)

* Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (confronting the Soviets
during the Cuban missile crisis: Cold War; arms race; nearby Cuba; attack American
cities; quarantine; tense standoff; Soviet ships turned around; bomb missile sites; invade
the island; direct phone line; Nikita Khrushchev; treaty to limit nuclear testing; fighting the
Vietnam War: “hot wars”; contain communism; North Vietnam; Southeast Asia; Ho Chi
Minh; economic aid; advisors; young Americans were drafted; guerilla warfare; protested
the war; Nixon; bombings; Vietnamization)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that note that as a superpower, the United States must protect the rights of
Americans and others in the world

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response demonstrates a
strong understanding of the task by providing some analytic statements and by marshalling
numerous facts and details about the policy actions of the Cuban missile crisis and the
Vietnam War. However, the discussion of the extent to which the Vietnam War contained
communism would have benefited from further development.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B

suaarss—fuL

Anchor Level 4-B

The response:

Develops all aspects of the task for declaring war on Spain and for carrying out the
Marshall Plan

Is both descriptive and analytical (declaring war on Spain: while they did not have direct
control over these nations, their fate affected the well-being of the United States because
these nations are located close by; Americans were convinced by the newspapers the
mysterious explosion of the USS Maine was the Spaniards’ doing; in this case, it can be
argued that the United States was successful in implementing its foreign policy by
protecting its neighbors and driving out a European influence; carrying out the Marshall
Plan: the USSR rose as a communist power that looked to spread its socialist ways
through a weakened Europe; the United States feared that Western European nations
would become Soviet satellites and free elections and personal liberties would be denied;
the Marshall Plan did not end communism in Europe but kept it from spreading)
Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (declaring war on Spain:
Monroe Doctrine in 1823; Latin America; Cubans revolted against Spanish regime;
Western Hemisphere; Cuban sugar fields; United States import of sugar; United States-
owned sugar plantations; President McKinley asked Congress to declare war; United
States was victorious; protected interest by building naval base; carrying out the Marshall
Plan: World War II; crippled economically; decimated many nations; fear of Soviets
spreading their socialist ways; United States pumped in billions of dollars; brought
economic stability; France)

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that are a restatement of the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The inclusion of solid facts and
details demonstrates a good understanding of the task as it relates to the Spanish-American
War and the Marshall Plan. While analysis accompanies the theme development, some parts
of the response are more descriptive than analytical.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C

commnLet Vietnam

protect Lte Lnterests

Anchor Level 4-C

The response:

Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the Vietnam
War more thoroughly than the Cuban missile crisis

Is both descriptive and analytical (confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis:
Cuba was now a potential Soviet base and threat to American security; this was a contest
between superpowers involving nuclear arms that could destroy the human race; Cuba was
still a communist country but without nuclear missiles; both sides understood that they had
come too close to disaster; fighting the Vietnam War: this went against the United States
idea of containment, and we were afraid that the rest of Southeast Asia would fall like
dominoes into communism; we fought this war for 9 years, and it was a complete failure;
the jungle terrain and guerilla tactics weakened the effectiveness of America’s best
military efforts)

Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (confronting the Soviets
during the Cuban missile crisis: Russia; Cold War; contain communism; island country;
stone’s throw away; Fidel Castro; U-2 spy planes; President Kennedy; naval blockade;
threatened to invade; missiles were removed; fighting the Vietnam War: French; Vietnam
was divided; North Vietnam was communist; Ho Chi Minh; trained the South Vietnamese;
Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution; President Johnson; hundreds of thousands
of troops; Paris peace talks; one communist country; Saigon; Ho Chi Minh City; lost
58,000 lives; billions of dollars)

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that emphasizes the willingness of the United States to use force to protect its
interests

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response demonstrates a
good knowledge of the Cuban missile crisis and the Vietnam War, but would be strengthened
with additional information related to historical circumstances and further discussion of the
extent to which the United States was successful in the Cuban missile crisis.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A

Anchor Level 3-A

The response:

Develops all aspects of the task for fighting the Mexican-American War and confronting
the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis

Is more descriptive than analytical (fighting the Mexican-American War: the Mexican-
American War was caused primarily by the desire for land; the issue of slavery made
annexing Texas controversial; the United States was highly successful in accomplishing
its main goal of obtaining more land; confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile
crisis: these countries were having both an arms race and a space race to see who was
more technologically advanced and more powerful; this agreement temporarily relieved
the tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union, but the Cold War would
continue)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (fighting the Mexican-American War:
Manifest Destiny; Atlantic to Pacific; American settlers in Texas; annex; independence;
boundary dispute; Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; Rio Grande; confronting the Soviets
during the Cuban missile crisis: President John F. Kennedy; nuclear ammunition; pointing
towards the United States; communism; blockade; remove its nuclear bombs; Turkey;
bomb shelters, “duck and cover” drills in schools)

Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that recognizes
that both events were in the Western Hemisphere and that both validated United States
power and a conclusion that repeats the idea that the Mexican-American War was more
successful than the Cuban missile crisis

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response relies primarily
on descriptive statements to highlight the historical circumstances leading to foreign policy
actions for the Mexican-American War and for the Cuban missile crisis. Brief statements
indicating the success or limited success for the policy actions are provided.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B

LUnited States

Anchor Level 3-B

The response:

Develops the task in some depth for the historical circumstances for both confronting the
Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis and fighting the Vietnam War, and develops the
task in little depth for the extent to which these policy actions were successful

Is more descriptive than analytical (confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile
crisis: the Cuban missile crisis, which occurred in 1962, was the closest the United States
ever came to facing a nuclear war; the Soviets finally decided to give in and remove their
missiles; fighting the Vietnam War: since the beginning of the Cold War, the United States
foreign policy was known as containment; although the United States tried to contain
communism from spreading to South Vietnam, it ultimately spread there)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (confronting the Soviets during the
Cuban missile crisis: spread of communism; Cold War; President John F. Kennedy; 90
miles off the coast of Florida; “quarantine” Cuba; Turkey; Nikita Khrushchev; hotline;
fighting the Vietnam War: George Kennan; North Vietnam was communist; John F.
Kennedy; military aid; Lyndon B. Johnson got the U.S. more involved; Congress; Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution; opposition it faced at home; losing lives; undeclared war); includes
inaccuracies (confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: surrounded Cuba
with an army; fighting the Vietnam War: in the early 1960s, the United States became
aware of communism in Vietnam)

Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that connects
both examples to the threat of Cold War communism and a conclusion that observes that
one military action was successful while the other was not

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response includes good
details and some analytic statements that support the description of the historical
circumstances of these actions. However, the lack of development for the extent to which the
policy actions were successful weakens the response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C

il dinn of | :

United States

U.S. Hist. & Gov. Rating Guide - June 13 [33] Vol. 1



Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C

Anchor Level 3-C

The response:

Develops all aspects of the task in little depth for building the Panama Canal and fighting
the Vietnam War

Is more descriptive than analytical (building the Panama Canal: so he decided to help the
rebels in Colombia overthrow the government in exchange for the land where the canal
would be built; the United States still uses the canal along with many other countries of the
world, making it one of the most traveled waterways of the world; fighting the Vietnam
War: the United States wanted to stop the spread of communism; President Nixon started
to build up South Vietnam’s forces while starting to withdraw some of ours; Vietnam was
seen as a failure due to the loss of many American lives just to have to retreat and still lose
southern Vietnam to the communists); includes faulty analysis (building the Panama
Canal: the United States gave up the canal in order to keep itself in check)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (building the Panama Canal: offering
money; they refused; Theodore Roosevelt; naval warship; coast of Colombia; shortened
the trade and movement of naval vessels; paid for all the supplies; given back to
Panamanian government; show of goodwill; fighting in Vietnam: North Vietnamese
attacked South Vietnam; Viet Cong; angry at war; President Nixon); includes an
inaccuracy (building the Panama Canal: shortened trade times and military responses by
almost a week)

Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that overstate the role of military action in promoting national interest

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The discussion of the Panama
Canal is more fully developed than that of the Vietham War, which is shallow. More depth in
the historical circumstances and the discussion of the extent of success would have
strengthened the effort.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — A

Anchor Level 2-A

The response:

Develops some aspects of the task in some depth for fighting the Vietnam War and
mentions historical circumstances for confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile
crisis

Is primarily descriptive (fighting the Vietnam War: tensions between communists and
non-communist nations heightened after World War II; shortly after, South Vietnam fell
to communism; confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: the United
States wanted to protect military interests by not allowing a communist nation 90 miles
away to have nuclear weapons); includes weak application and faulty analysis (fighting
the Vietnam War: wanting to protect United States economic interests overseas;
confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: by blocking the Soviet Union
from giving missiles to Cuba; this event proved successful when the Soviets did not put
missiles in Cuba)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (fighting the Vietnam War: North
Vietnam; infiltrate the South; South Vietnam was not democratic; Diem; Tet Offensive;
Viet Cong; My Lai massacre; antiwar movements at home; Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder; losing thousands of American lives; withdrew from Vietnam; confronting the
Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: Cold War tensions)

Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that restates the
theme and a conclusion that labels the Vietnam War a failure and the Cuban missile
crisis a success

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response includes some
details showing a basic understanding of the Vietnam War but lacks a similar understanding
of the Cuban missile crisis.

U.S. Hist. & Gov. Rating Guide - June 13 [36]

Vol. 1



Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — B

U.S. Hist. & Gov. Rating Guide — June ’13




Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — B

a nation

U.S. Hist. & Gov. Rating Guide - June 13 [38] Vol. 1



Anchor Level 2-B

The response:

* Minimally develops all aspects of the task for the Bay of Pigs invasion and fighting the
Mexican-American War

* Is primarily descriptive (Bay of Pigs invasion: Fidel Castro who they believed was a
potential communist threat; they gathered people from Cuba, rebels, and trained them for
the purpose of invading Cuba and overthrowing the government; Fidel Castro continued
his rule, and it seemed like a big blunder; fighting the Mexican-American War: citizens in
America, especially southerners, felt a sense of Manifest Destiny and slight greed; the
Mexican-American War was successful because America had won the war and expanded
westward); includes faulty application (Bay of Pigs invasion: this was similar to past
American tactics, for example, the overthrow of Hawaii leadership)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Bay of Pigs invasion: John F. Kennedy;
during the 1960s; CIA; Cuban missile crisis; fighting the Mexican-American War:
Louisiana Purchase; far west; owned by Mexico; railroads; land to sell and settle in);
includes an inaccuracy (Bay of Pigs invasion: invasion occurred during the election of
John F. Kennedy during the 1960s)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that previews the
goals of the two foreign policy actions and a conclusion that states that morality is one
aspect of United States foreign policy

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response demonstrates a
basic understanding of the historical circumstances for the Bay of Pigs invasion and a more
limited understanding of the historical circumstances for the Mexican-American War and the
role Manifest Destiny played. The extent to which these actions were successful is mentioned
but not developed.
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Anchor Level 2-C

The response:

* Develops some aspects of the task in little depth for fighting the Mexican-American War
and the Vietnam War

* Is primarily descriptive (fighting the Mexican-American War: it was a generally quick war
where the United States superior military achieved its victory without much struggle; the
United States took strong military action to conquer and acquire more land for the country;
fighting the Vietnam War: the public was told that the United States was being a “police
officer” to aid the third world countries that could be weak and fall to communism);
includes weak application and faulty analysis (fighting the Mexican-American War: the
main cause of the war was because southern Americans were increasing in population and
began moving westward to settle; the Mexican government banned slavery in its territories

it was very unlikely they would make it out alive; the result of the war ended in the loss of
many United States soldiers but communism was contained)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (fighting the Mexican-American War:
moving westward; California; fighting the Vietnam War: containment; television; horrors
of warfare; Soviet Union; drafts; guerilla warfare)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and an unsupported
conclusion about the United States use of military actions for its own benefit

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response demonstrates a
limited understanding of the task and fails to connect clearly the role of Texas to the historical
circumstances that led to the Mexican-American War. The response also erroneously
concludes that communism was contained by the Vietnam War.

which deeply angered United States southern plantation owners; fighting the Vietnam War:
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response:

* Minimally develops some aspects of the task for fighting the Vietnam War and building
the Panama Canal

* Is descriptive (fighting the Vietnam War: it was an attempt to stop the spread of
communism because we were afraid it would create the domino effect; building the
Panama Canal: by building the canal we helped bring trade through Latin America and we
also increased trade all around the world)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (building the Panama Canal: this helped
our interest in trading with other countries; later gave control of the canal to Panama)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that restate the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response states a goal of the
Vietnam War and some facts about the success of building the Panama Canal with little
elaboration.
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Anchor Level 1-B

The response:

* Minimally develops some aspects of the task for confronting the Soviets during the Cuban
missile crisis and fighting the Vietnam War

* Is descriptive (confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: there was almost a
nuclear war between the two nations; fighting the Vietnam War: the United States believed
that one nation becoming communist in Asia would lead to a domino effect and the other
nations in Asia would become communist; the United States lost the war and Vietnam fell
to communism); lacks understanding (confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile
crisis: the United States was about to send troops down to Cuba; the two nations were able
to settle their differences and Cuba became communist)

* Includes no additional relevant facts, examples, or details

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that highlight the United States fear of communism and the goal of containment after
World War II

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response includes only
brief generalizations about containment in Vietnam and demonstrates almost no
comprehension of the Cuban missile crisis.
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U.S. Hist. & Gov. Rating Guide - June 13 [51] Vol. 1



Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C

U.S. Hist. & Gov. Rating Guide - June 13 [52] Vol. 1



Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C

Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — E
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 4

The response:

Develops all aspects of the task for carrying out the Marshall Plan and fighting the
Vietnam War

Is both descriptive and analytical (carrying out the Marshall Plan: the intended outcome of
this policy was that the economic restoration of the European countries would promote
support for the United States, especially its democratic ideals; the United States adopted
the Marshall Plan to protect its investment in Europe’s freedom; the Marshall Plan has
been considered the most effective use of foreign aid in United States history; fighting the
Vietnam War: the United States desired to follow its policy of containment, especially to
prevent not one, but many Indochinese countries from falling to communism; the United
States policy was meant to protect our interests by influencing events in Southeast Asia;
lack of success, domestic opposition, and the fact that the war no longer seemed to be in
America’s best interest led to negotiations; the Vietnam War was the worst United States
military failure during the Cold War)

Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (carrying out the Marshall
Plan: Cold War; contain communism; prevent a postwar depression; President Truman,;
over 13 billion dollars; World War II; Soviet allies rejected the United States offer;
Western Europe; economic growth; political stability; fighting the Vietnam War: rebellion
against France; Dien Bien Phu; Ho Chi Minh; domino theory; guerilla tactics; domestic
opposition; My Lai massacre; troops withdrew; containment failed)

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that states
that despite George Washington’s Farewell Address, the United States has intervened in
many regions and a conclusion that notes that both economic and military tactics have
been used to contain communism

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response combines
analytical statements and good details in discussing the historical circumstances for the
Marshall Plan and the Vietnam War, and argues for the success of the Marshall Plan and the
failure of United States intervention in Vietnam in protecting national interests. The response
would be strengthened by further development of the introductory references to the Farewell
Address and the inclusion of additional supporting details.
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 2

The response:

* Develops some aspects of the task in little depth for building the Panama Canal and
confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis

* [s primarily descriptive (building the Panama Canal: the Panama Canal was built to make
it easier to move supplies from the east coast to the west coast; after ten years it was
complete and ships can now go from one coast to the other much faster; confronting the
Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: after World War II the United States and Soviet
Russia had an unfriendly relationship; Russia eventually yielded and removed its nuclear
missiles from Cuba)

* Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (building the Panama Canal: French;
civil war; President Theodore Roosevelt; helped the rebels; confronting the Soviet during
the Cuban missile crisis: spy planes; Russian missile sites; communist takeover; Kennedy;
blockade around Cuba; Soviet ships)

* Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that generally restate the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response shows a general
understanding of the historical circumstances that led to the two foreign policy actions but
makes only a simple statement about the success of each action.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 3

The response:

* Develops all aspects of the task in some depth for fighting the Mexican-American War and
in little depth for carrying out the Marshall Plan

* Is more descriptive than analytical (fighting the Mexican-American War: they, like most
Americans, believed in the concept of Manifest Destiny; eventually Texas won its
independence but Mexico refused to accept it; the war added thousands and thousands of
acres to the United States while stimulating disagreements over slavery; carrying out the
Marshall Plan: after the end of World War 11, the United States began to assert itself
internationally; the economic help kept them away from resorting to communism);
includes faulty analysis and weak application (fighting the Mexican-American War: show
its presence as an international power; carrying out the Marshall Plan: because of this and
the domino theory, the Marshall Plan was implemented)

* Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (fighting the Mexican-American War:
controversial war; territorial interests; Southwest; economic opportunity; forbade slavery;
slaveholding planters; Texas became part of the United States; Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo; Mexican Cession; carrying out the Marshall Plan: Western European nations;
economic ruin; contain the spread of communism; Cold War; Soviets; “iron curtain’)

* Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that states that
despite Washington’s advice the United States often became involved in other countries’
affairs and a conclusion that summarizes the previous ideas

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response demonstrates a
general understanding of the task by including some relevant generalizations and analysis. The
inclusion of more specific historical details about the Marshall Plan would have strengthened
both the section on historical circumstances and on the extent to which this policy action was
successful.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 0

The response:
Fails to develop the task by including no relevant or correct information about a specific
foreign policy action.

Conclusion: The response fits the criteria for Level 0 because no specific military or economic
action is identified for World War I and the Open Door Policy is incorrectly described as an
immigration issue.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 5

The response:

* Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical
circumstances that led to fighting the Mexican-American War and confronting the Soviets
during the Cuban missile crisis and discussing the extent to which each action was
successful in protecting United States interests

* Is more analytical than descriptive (fighting the Mexican-American War: the Mexican-
American War was a grand example of offense under the pretense of defense in order to
gain more territory; this deliberate baiting of the Mexican government allowed the
American colossus to expand into Mexican territory and make it an important part of the
United States; the war’s outcome strengthened the United States, weakened Mexico, and
had unintended consequences; confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis: the
missiles were linked to the Soviets and it looked like the brink of war through mutually
assured destruction; it was a victory in the interests of national security in that there would
be no missiles in Cuba pointed at Washington, but it was also a national security defeat in
that we would always have a belligerent communist Cuba only 90 miles from United
States shores; this crisis was the most dangerous point in the Cold War between the United
States and the Soviet Union)

* Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (fighting the Mexican-
American War: Mexican Cession; trying to buy the territory; annexation of Texas; border
disputes; Texas was independent; Rio Grande; President Polk; troops under Zachary
Taylor; Mexicans shot at the patrols; Manifest Destiny; California; Southwest;
nationalism; sectionalism; slavery; confronting the Soviets during the Cuban missile crisis:
U-2 spy plane; Fidel Castro’s Cuba; failed Bay of Pigs invasion; nuclear missile sites;
Florida; invading Cuba; bombing the missile sites; tense deliberations; President Kennedy;
naval blockade; United States withdrew missiles from Turkey; promise to not invade
Cuba; “hotline” installed; Nuclear Test Ban Treaty)

* Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a
conclusion that show how the United States used war to achieve national interests in one
example but avoided war in the other

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Interpretive statements are well
supported by substantial factual depth, providing for strong analysis of the positive and
negative results of both foreign policy actions.
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United States History and Government Specifications
June 2013

Part I
Multiple-Choice Questions by Standard

Standard Question Numbers

1—United States and New York History 27522 :138 :132 ;2 ;1:,2 ;3 ;g 421(1) ‘25 4213 25,

2—World History 20, 31, 35, 50
3—Geography 1,12, 29, 47, 49
4—Economics 15, 17, 26, 39, 42, 44, 45

5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government | 3,4, 7, 8,9, 11, 23, 32, 43, 46

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard

Theme STANDARDS
Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5:
Thematic Essay Foreign Policy; Presidential United States and New York
Decisions and Actions; History; World History;
Places and Regions Geography; Economics;
Civics, Citizenship, and
Government

Citizenghip; Civic \/alyes; Standards 1, 3, 4, and 5: United
Constitutional Principles;

Document-based Essay | Dijversity; Change; (S;:ct)z?aa;)r;]c:/ 'ngc\;/é r\](:r:]I?CHS{story;
Civics, Citizenship, and
Government

Government; Presidential
Decisions and Actions;
Reform Movements

Notes:

Part I and Part II scoring information is found in Volume 1 of the Rating Guide.

Part III scoring information is found in Volume 2 of the Rating Guide.
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2013
Regents Examination in United States History and Government will be posted on
the Department’s web site at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day
of the examination. Conversion charts provided for the previous administra-
tions of the United States History and Government examination must NOT be
used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http:/www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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