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Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating essay papers for this examination. More detailed direc-
tions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included in
the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in United States History and Government.

Rating the Essay Question

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—

e Raters read the task

* Raters identify the answers to the task

* Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—

e Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task

e Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the
response to the rubric

* Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—

* Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries
provided

e Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to
actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not
correct the students work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that
differ by more than one point.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (scaffold questions,
thematic essay, DBQ essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required
number of times as specified in the rating guides, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale
score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer papers.
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United States History and Government
Content-Specific Rubric
Thematic Essay
August 2019

Theme: Amendments
The writers of the United States Constitution included an amending process to respond to
changing times and unforeseen circumstances. Since the Civil War, important amendments
have had an impact on the United States and/or on American society.

Task: Select wo amendments to the United States Constitution since the Civil War and for each
e Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the adoption of the amendment
¢ Discuss the impact of this amendment on the United States and/or on American society

You may use any constitutional amendment that has been added since the Civil War. Some
suggestions you might wish to consider include:

13th amendment—abolition of slavery (1865) 18th amendment—~Prohibition (1919)
15th amendment—African American male 19th amendment—woman’s suffrage (1920)
suffrage (1870) 26th amendment—18-year-old vote (1971)

16th amendment—graduated income tax (1913)
17th amendment—direct election of senators (1913)

You are not limited to these suggestions.

Scoring Notes:

1. This thematic essay has a minimum of four components (for each of two amendments, discussing the
historical circumstances surrounding the adoption of the amendment and at least one impact of the
amendment on the United States and/or on American society).

2. The historical circumstances that led to the adoption of the amendment may be discussed from a broad or a
narrow perspective, e.g., a discussion of the 13th amendment may consider the efforts of antebellum
abolitionists or the provisions of the Emancipation Proclamation during the Civil War.

3. A description of the amendment’s provisions may or may not be included in the discussion of the historical
circumstances or in the discussion of the impact of the amendment on the United States and/or on American
society.

4. Amendments with similar issues may be discussed as long as the response includes distinct and separate
information for each.

5. The response may discuss the impact of the amendment from any perspective as long as the position taken is
supported by accurate facts and examples.

6. The impact may be immediate or long term.

7. Choosing an amendment to discuss that was adopted prior to the Civil War should receive no credit.

8. If more than two amendments are discussed, only the first two amendments may be scored. However, an

additional amendment may be included in the discussion as a historical circumstance or an impact.
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Score of 5:

Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for each of two amendments, discussing the
historical circumstances surrounding the adoption of the amendment and at least one impact of the
amendment on the United States and/or on American society

Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates™ information), e.g., /8th amendment:
connects the antebellum temperance movement, the moral crusade of the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union against alcohol abuse, and the Progressive campaign to rid cities of crime and poverty to the 18th
amendment that resulted in the rise of organized crime, widespread disrespect for the law, eventual repeal,
and a continuing debate over alcohol and drug policies; 19th amendment: connects the failure of the 15th
amendment to enfranchise women, Susan B. Anthony’s tireless quest for woman’s suffrage, and the efforts
of Progressive suffragists during World War I to the 19th amendment that vastly increased women’s
political influence because they are over half of the electorate, hold almost every political office, and
continue to champion social legislation

Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., 18th amendment: Maine
Law; Neal Dow; Frances Willard; Carrie Nation; domestic violence; nativism; rural vs. urban; wet vs. dry;
Volstead Act; Al Capone; speakeasies; rum-running; impossible to enforce morality; 21st amendment;
underage drinking today; increasing penalties for Driving While Intoxicated; legalization of marijuana; /9th
amendment: Seneca Falls Convention; Anthony’s arrest and conviction for voting; women’s wartime work;
President Woodrow Wilson; picketing the White House; rallies; Carrie Chapman Catt; Alice Paul; League
of Women Voters; holding over 20 percent of congressional seats; Hillary Clinton; glass ceiling; Planned
Parenthood funding; proposed Equal Rights Amendment; “Me Too” movement; 2018 midterm elections;
2020 presidential candidates; state challenges to Roe v. Wade

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 4:

Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing one amendment more
thoroughly than the other or by discussing one aspect of the task less thoroughly than the other aspects
Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates™* information), e.g., /8th
amendment: discusses how the Women’s Christian Temperance Union and the Progressives sought to
reduce domestic violence and urban problems through the prohibition of alcohol and how the 18th
amendment resulted in organized crime, disrespect for the law, and the amendment’s eventual repeal; /9th
amendment: discusses how the Progressives’ goal of expanding citizen participation in government and
suffragists’ bold demonstrations during World War I led to the ratification of the 19th amendment that
resulted in women’s increased political influence through voting, office-holding, and support for reforms
including health care

Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme
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Score of 3:

e Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in some depth

e [s more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies

e Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a
restatement of the theme

Note: If all aspects of the task have been thoroughly developed evenly and in depth for one amendment and if
the response meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall response may be a Level 3 paper.

Score of 2:

e Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some depth

e [s primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly
identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 1:

e Minimally develops some aspects of the task

e s descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

e May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly
identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 0:

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts,
examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test booklet; OR is
illegible; OR is a blank paper

*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives refers
to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term synthesis. Creating implies an
insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5 paper will contain analysis and/or evaluation of
information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating information as defined by Anderson and Krathwohl.

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while preserving
actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are easier for raters to read
and use as scoring aids.

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring examination papers

and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-specific rubric should be
applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — A

-‘FP minist movements
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Anchor Level 5-A

The response:

e Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for the 13th amendment and
for the 19th amendment

e [s more analytical than descriptive (/3th amendment: originally intending to keep Union
together with slavery intact Lincoln eventually added another aspect to the fight that
primarily fueled the war; lobbying for its ratification was Lincoln’s last great contribution to
nation before assassination; freed slaves had nothing except clothes on their backs and often
had no option but to sharecrop; was not until early 20th century that African Americans
broke free and traded sharecropping for northern factory jobs; /9th amendment: war took
many men to fight in Europe which left women to take on new responsibilities and decision-
making outside home; when women realized they had been left out it revitalized growing
woman’s suffrage movement that allowed women to vote; not true economically,
educationally, or politically for many decades; “it’s our duty to honor them and finish what
they started, not just by voting, but also by getting elected to office”; throughout 20th century
very few women held federal offices but 21st century has seen fulfillment of 19th
amendment)

e Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment:
Civil War; Emancipation Proclamation; Confederate territory; border states; racism; former
owners; part of the profit; cost of supplies; deeply in debt; tied to the land; 719th amendment:
World War I; first Industrial Revolution; Seneca Falls Convention; cult of domesticity;
quarter of the United States Senate and even more in the House; intention to run for
president; fully shatter the ultimate glass ceiling)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that connects
two wars to social change and a conclusion that reviews the general impact of each
amendment

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response presents
sophisticated analysis in a good discussion of all aspects of the task. It ends with a strong
conclusion relating the recent political accomplishments of women.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 5 — B
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Anchor Level 5-B

The response:

e Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for the 13th amendment and
for the 19th amendment

e Is more analytical than descriptive (/3th amendment: meant all slaves were property and
there was no way to prevent spread of slavery; President Lincoln pressured lawmakers to
finally end two and a half centuries of the vicious practice of slavery; a step backward for
African American society as Jim Crow laws were upheld to maintain white supremacy even
after 13th amendment; Martin Luther King Jr. emerged as most important civil rights leader
with inspirational “I Have a Dream” speech that said everyone regardless of race should have
true freedom and equality; /9th amendment: the 15th amendment had not given women the
same voting rights as African American men and Susan B. Anthony was even arrested for
boldly voting in next election; during World War I women sold war bonds and nursed injured
soldiers on western front which showed that women can be just as strong as men; getting
opinions from both men and women instead of just men highlighted need for laws to improve
lives of families and children; 100 years after adoption of 19th amendment the United States
Congress has more female members than ever before)

e Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment:
settlement at Jamestown; divisive sectional issue; Civil War; Dred Scott case; abolitionists;
Taney Court; no rights as citizens; Harriet Tubman; Harriet Beecher Stowe; Northern
victory; citizenship and suffrage; Reconstruction; Plessy v. Ferguson; “separate but equal”;
segregated public facilities; equal protection; Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott; /9th
amendment: Seneca Falls Convention; Hillary Clinton; 2016 election; electoral college;
defeating long-standing male politicians; far more female members)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that restates
the theme and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response provides good detail
in support of its analysis. The impacts of the amendments are discussed from Reconstruction to
the modern era with solid examples provided for all aspects of the task.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — A
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Anchor Level 4-A

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the 13th
amendment more thoroughly than the 19th amendment

e Is both analytical and descriptive (/3th amendment: dependence on African American slaves
grew much stronger after Eli Whitney created cotton gin; after election of Abraham Lincoln
the southerners who relied on slavery felt threatened by Lincoln because they believed he
would try to end slavery; Jim Crow laws were passed by southern states to keep newly freed
slaves in separate and lower caste; discriminatory policy was fully legalized after Plessy v.
Ferguson decision upheld “separate but equal”; /9th amendment: women held to cult of
domesticity which kept them second-class citizens; in early 20th century suffragists picketed,
marched, and even held hunger strikes to get the vote; after taste of freedom feminists in
1960s pushed women to use vote as a way to gain equality)

e Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment: Bacon’s
Rebellion; white indentured servants; separate the fibers of the cotton; Civil War; ratified;
abolitionists; military Reconstruction; separate public facilities; strictly segregated; always
inferior; “Whites Only” signs; white supremacy; /9th amendment: Seneca Falls Convention;
Second World War; jobs in factories; weapons for war)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that mentions
the role of slaves and women in the antebellum era and a conclusion that identifies the
purpose of each amendment

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response includes a strong
factual and analytical discussion of the 13th amendment. However, the discussion of the 19th
amendment is weaker, especially regarding its impact on American society.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — B
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Anchor Level 4-B

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the 16th
amendment more thoroughly than the 17th amendment

e Is both descriptive and analytical (/6th amendment: rapid industrial and urban growth
indicated need for change which was provided by Progressives who were dedicated to
political and economic reform; principle was revolutionary as it countered way of raising
federal revenue through high tariffs that had brutally abused the poor with higher prices;
fundamentally changed dynamic of United States fiscal policy by attempting to place greater
tax burden on wealthier individuals and corporations; although it never achieved true income
equality the federal income tax raised revenue needed to fund essential New Deal programs,
many of which continue today; /7th amendment: another major target of Progressive
reformers was United States Senate which was by no means democratic; before 17th
amendment wealthy robber barons could guarantee laws favorable to big business passed in
Senate; because of ever-increasing federal power citizen participation in Senate elections is
even more critical today; elected senators must consider views of constituents who elect them
which gives the people a greater voice in decisions)

e Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (/6th amendment: graduated
taxation brackets; progressive tax; victory in World War II; global superpower; 17th
amendment: chosen by state legislatures; easily corruptible; House of Representatives)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes a lengthy introduction that
connects the two amendments to the Progressive movement and a conclusion that states the
amending process allows the United States to move into the future

Conclusion: Overall, the response is uneven and fits the criteria for Level 4. While the response
includes a good level of analysis for the 16th amendment as well as a good discussion of impact,
the discussion of the 17th amendment is much less detailed.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 4 — C
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Anchor Level 4-C

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing the 13th
amendment more thoroughly than the 19th amendment

e [s more descriptive than analytical (/3th amendment: triangular trade route brought helpless
chained slaves from Africa to Americas in exchange for goods; after long and bloody war the
Union ended up with victory leading to ratification of 13th amendment; Freedmen were
lynched, harassed, and murdered without any protection; without slaves Southerners began to
employ former slaves as sharecroppers; /9th amendment: long-term way of thinking had also
been present in minds of many Americans that men and women were not created equal;
although 15th amendment to Constitution said African American male citizens had right to
vote women were not allowed; elected government officials had to pay attention to them;
today more and more women are running for and winning office at every level of
government)

e Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment: Dred Scott
case; a slave is property; plantations; tobacco, cotton, sugar cane; Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
Uncle Tom’s Cabin; Civil War; Confederacy; Ku Klux Klan; /9¢th amendment: Susan B.
Anthony; arrested; sentencing speech; after World War I; run for president)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that states the
amendments changed America’s direction and a conclusion that notes change comes only
with a fight

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response shows
understanding of the low status of both African Americans and women in United States history,
but the discussion lacks the depth of a Level 5 paper, especially regarding the impact of the 19th
amendment.

U.S. Hist. & Gov't. Rating Guide — Aug. *19 [23] Vol. 1



Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — A
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Anchor Level 3-A

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task in little depth for the 15th amendment and for the 19th
amendment

e [s more descriptive than analytical (/5th amendment: added to Constitution after 13th
amendment which abolished slavery and after 14th amendment which gave Freedmen
citizenship; adopted during Reconstruction because Northern Republicans in Congress
wanted to give former slaves the vote in order to maintain power; literacy tests and poll taxes
were enforced in Southern states which made voting for African Americans nearly
impossible; during civil rights movement an amendment was created to ban poll taxes and a
law was passed to assure all states provided equal opportunities for both white and black
citizens at polls; /9th amendment: feminists like Susan B. Anthony created petitions and
rallies to try and gain support of American people; after World War I women gained right to
vote but still faced discrimination in daily lives; 19th amendment gives women a way to fight
for equal pay and equal job opportunities)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (/5th amendment: taced discrimination;
more democratic; /9th amendment: housewives; World War II; jobs in manufacturing);
includes an inaccuracy (/9th amendment: Niagara Falls)

e Demonstrates a logical plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that
state that amendments ensure America will remain a just democracy for all people

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. While the discussion of the 15th
amendment focuses on important issues of the Reconstruction Era, it is not particularly detailed.
The discussion of the 19th amendment provides accurate but limited information.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — B
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Anchor Level 3-B

The response:

e Develops most aspects of the task in some depth for the 18th amendment and for the 19th
amendment

e Is more descriptive than analytical (/8th amendment: wives unsettled after husbands would
come home drunk and be abusive toward family; temperance leaders worked through
churches and founded organizations like Anti-Saloon League to fight against evils of liquor;
did not stop citizens from illegally consuming or selling alcohol; formerly law-abiding
citizens became common criminals by going to speakeasies or making “bathtub gin”;
Prohibition a failure because you cannot legislate morality; /9th amendment: starting at
Seneca Falls Convention where Elizabeth Cady Stanton demanded woman’s suffrage; during
World War I women picketed in front of White House demanding President Wilson do
something); includes faulty and weak analysis (/9th amendment: women were now given the
same opportunities as men in American society, and many women were also in the
workplace instead of just the home)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (/8th amendment: Carrie Nation;
smashing liquor bottles; Progressives; bootleggers; rum-runners; gangsters; Al Capone; /9th
amendment: Susan B. Anthony; voting illegally)

e Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion
that state amendments give citizens rights and privileges

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The discussion of Prohibition and
the historical circumstances surrounding woman’s suffrage are well developed. However, the
response fails to demonstrate an understanding of the impact of woman’s suffrage.

U.S. Hist. & Gov't. Rating Guide — Aug. *19 [29]

Vol. 1



Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 3 — C
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Anchor Level 3-C

The response:

e Develops most aspects of the task in some depth for the 13th amendment and for the
historical circumstances associated with the 19th amendment

e Is more descriptive than analytical (/3th amendment: Southern states had feared that after
election of Abraham Lincoln they would have to release slaves; Civil War was fought and
Union won; former slave owners found it hard to tend to plantations due to slaves being
released; Freedmen also faced much discrimination in South despite being free; /9th
amendment: journey to amendment would date back to the 1800s in Seneca Falls where
women had first meeting on topic of women’s rights; they started to make even bigger push
during Progressive Era; now women actually had a voice to speak; not only voting but many
are running for office)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment: Southern secession;
Confederates; sharecroppers; Black Codes; Jim Crow laws; 19th amendment: early 1900s;
created banners)

e Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that restates the
theme and a conclusion that labels the changes as good

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response includes some
information about the background and impacts of the 13th amendment but the discussion of the
19th amendment is considerably weaker.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — A
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — A
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Anchor Level 2-A

The response:

e Minimally develops most aspects of the task for the 13th amendment and for the 26th
amendment

e [s primarily descriptive (/3th amendment.: Civil War essentially began when Lincoln became
president and was a result of conflict over slavery and which states were free or slave states;
South Carolina decided to secede because of election; South lost source of labor in producing
desired cash crop of cotton; 26th amendment: result of protests of drafts for Vietham War;
caused much conflict and riots for American public because they were being drafted at young
age when they could not even vote); includes faulty and isolated analysis (/3th amendment:
despite being American citizens as declared by the Dred Scott v. Sanford court case; when
the Union used the Anaconda plan to blockade the South; 26¢h amendment: it allowed for the
draft to remain in place)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment: considered property;
having no rights; war with most casualties; Harlem Renaissance; 26th amendment: age of 18
to about mid-to-late 20s)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that
restate the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response is a bit disconnected
but recognizes the role that the Civil War and Vietnam War played in the ratification of the
amendments; the discussion also lacks depth, especially regarding the impact of the 26th
amendment.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — B
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — B
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Anchor Level 2-B

The response:

e Minimally develops most aspects of the task for the 13th amendment and for the 18th
amendment

e [s primarily descriptive (/3th amendment: many abolitionists and protesters tried to shed
light onto harm and destruction of slavery; many slaves attempted to make a change on their
own but failed due to lack of support; slavery may have been abolished but racism was not;
led to social and economic disruption; /8th amendment: did not let them spend time with
family or be productive; Mafia also gained more power by taking control of alcohol business;
people had various ways of getting alcohol despite it being banned)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment: Abraham Lincoln;
Harriet Tubman; Underground Railroad; /8th amendment: speakeasies; 21st amendment);
includes an inaccuracy (/3th amendment: majority of populace being southerners)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that notes social and
economic change may not be popular and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The discussion of the historical
circumstances surrounding abolition and the impact of Prohibition contains some relevant
information. The remainder of the response includes several generalizations with minimal facts.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — C
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 2 — C
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Anchor Level 2-C

The response:

e Develops some aspects of the task in some depth for the 18th amendment and for the 19th
amendment

e [s primarily descriptive (/8th amendment: during Prohibition there were bootleggers who
smuggled alcohol as well as speakeasies which were secret and often hidden bars and clubs
with alcohol; 18th amendment did not succeed in its goal as it only made matters worse than
they were; 19th amendment: they would also have marches and even protested in front of
White House; also created Declaration of Sentiments based on Declaration of Independence);
includes some faulty and weak analysis (/8th amendment: with the invention of the
automobile as well as also issues in society being harmed or affected by alcohol; Prohibition
was intended to make society safer and cause less crime and less accidents)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (/8th amendment: 21st amendment
repealed Prohibition; /9th amendment: strike; protest with signs; grievances)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes a confusing introduction and
conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The historical circumstances
surrounding the 18th amendment address the issue of drunk driving rather than temperance. The
response includes only a single impact of the 19th amendment.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 1 — A

that were gaim’d
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Anchor Level 1-A

The response:

e Develops only one aspect of the task in some depth for the 13th amendment

e s descriptive and analytical (/3th amendment: after idea of indentured servants faded in late
1600s due to revolts colonists decided to bring in African slaves as replacement labor force;
South did not want to let go of it because it was part of their culture)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (/3th amendment: revenue; cotton; failed
compromises; election; South finally secedes; Civil War; North finally wins)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that mentions the 13th
and 19th amendments and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The discussion of the historical
circumstances surrounding the 13th amendment contains some good insight and information but
the remainder of the task is omitted.
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Anchor Paper — Thematic Essay—Level 1 — B
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Anchor Level 1-B

The response:

e Minimally develops one aspect of the task for the 13th amendment

e [s descriptive (13th amendment: often beaten or starved to death; created idea that those of
African descent were seen as less than others; anger quickly became violent and caused many
African Americans to be murdered; often they would get away with this which shows how
African Americans still had no rights)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details (/3th amendment: work in bad conditions;
mistreatment; Ku Klux Klan; not allowed to vote)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that restates the theme
and lacks a conclusion

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response observes the
inhumanity of slavery and the danger facing Freedmen after the 13th amendment but does so in
general terms. The 15th amendment is introduced but not discussed.
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — B
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the dreama to come truue
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — C

Adfrican-Americans wmore rights to Live tn the American soctety.

The establishment of many amendments being added to the

constitution allowed for major changes to the American soclety.

The addition of the 13 and 15 amendment gave way to a
groundbreaking change that would inevitably alter the outcome of

the future for Ameriea.
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper — E

Anerican sncifttd

Practice Paper A—Score Level 3

The response:

e Develops most aspects of the task in some depth for the 18th amendment and for the 19th
amendment

e Is more descriptive than analytical (/8th amendment: women who were wives of alcoholics
fought to end sale of alcohol in temperance movement as they proclaimed alcohol was reason
for domestic hardship; as more and more immigrants came for factory jobs in United States
the temperance movement gained support across nation; although it seemed like a well-
thought-out plan Prohibition actually caused increase in crime rates and sale of illegal
moonshine; even political leaders spoke against Prohibition which later resulted in repeal,;
19th amendment: suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton helped encourage other women to meet
at Seneca Falls in New York; with abolition of slavery and African American male suffrage
women became overly compelled to gain suffrage; during World War I American women
worked jobs on home front to support fighting men; women continue to fight for equality by
using votes)

e Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (/8th amendment: Second Great
Awakening; Maine; organized crime; Chicago; /9th amendment: Second Great Awakening;
Civil War; protested; higher education; pay rates)

e Demonstrates a logical plan of organization; includes an introduction that states the
amending process provides checks and balances and a conclusion that points out despite
good intentions, amendments can have negative results

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response recognizes the
connection between the Second Great Awakening and reform movements, but for each
amendment the discussion of the historical circumstances surrounding its ratification is more
developed than the discussion of its impacts.
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 5

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for the 13th amendment and for the 15th
amendment

e [s more analytical than descriptive (/3th amendment: African Americans were slaves and not
citizens despite many years they had been living on American soil and more importantly
most were born in America; abolitionists began to demand end to inhumane conditions;
suddenly free, former slaves had no resources or land to earn living; Southern blacks stayed
in South to live as tenant farmers or sharecroppers on former masters’ plantations; nearly
impossible for most to get out from under white control; only with Great Migration after
1900 that blacks moved North to cities and found real economic opportunity; /5¢h
amendment: another amendment that shook Southerners during Reconstruction; African
Americans were guaranteed not only freedom but citizenship under 14th amendment;
Southern states quickly found ways around 15th amendment; Ku Klux Klan would attack or
scare blacks into avoiding poll booths by lynching, burning homes, setting black people on
fire, and parading through towns at night to make themselves known; Constitution gave right
to vote but for African Americans it would take many years for dream to come true)

e Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment:
hard labor; sold at an auction; sectional tensions; Civil War; Northern victory; in debt; /5th
amendment: no longer deemed as property; equal under the law; bitter and hateful; poll taxes
and literacy tests)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that
recognizes the 13th and 15th amendments forced Americans to adjust and an analytical
conclusion that connects the impacts to the modern efforts to limit African American voting

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response provides good
analysis in the discussion of both amendments and demonstrates clear understanding of key
impacts of both amendments.
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 1

The response:

e Minimally develops some aspects of the task for the 13th amendment

e Is descriptive (/3th amendment: during years prior to Civil War slavery was a big and harsh
topic that caused years of pain and agony upon African Americans; while some states and
countries solely supported exploitation of African American race others deemed practice
inhumane; had trouble being accepted into society; discriminated against and being
segregated); includes faulty analysis (/5th amendment. stated that if you were born in the
United States you were considered a citizen)

e Includes one relevant fact (/3th amendment: President Abraham Lincoln)

e Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that
restate the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response contains several
valid generalizations about the 13th amendment but fails to correctly address the 15th
amendment.

Practice Paper D—Score Level 2

The response:

e Minimally develops all aspects of the task for the 13th amendment and for the 19th
amendment

o Is primarily descriptive (/3th amendment: if a slave tried to rebel against a master there were
severe consequences that included lynching, whipping, and more; President Abraham
Lincoln saw end of slavery as something that would benefit African Americans and nation as
a whole; released African Americans from slavery but also opened up new problem for
blacks; not able to find jobs, homes, and get a decent education; /9th amendment: not
allowed chance to have a say in government and change laws of the nation; held marches and
protested against lack of fair rights for women; helped elect officials that favor the same
causes they do)

e Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (/3th amendment: Southern states; work
without compensation; forming an independent nation; Civil War; civil rights movement;
19th amendment: inequality at the workplace; discrimination); includes an inaccuracy (/3th
amendment: on June 13 the thirteenth amendment was passed)

e Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that restates the
theme and a conclusion that observes the amendments changed the lives of African
Americans and women

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The response makes several
important observations about the status of African Americans and women but lacks detail and
depth, especially regarding the impact of the 19th amendment.
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 4

The response:

e Develops all aspects of the task for the 15th amendment and for the 18th amendment

e [s both descriptive and analytical (/5th amendment: amendments were major
accomplishments of Radical Republicans during Reconstruction; banned discrimination
solely on race but many people found loopholes; every test they would have to take was
nearly impossible even for perfectly literate and educated person but even more so for group
of people who were prohibited from learning to read while slaves; voter registration for
African Americans dramatically increased and finally 15th amendment was put into practice;
18th amendment. tight for Prohibition was known as temperance movement which increased
during urbanization of late 19th century; many women knew alcohol made men rowdy,
obnoxious, and it increased crime, domestic abuse, and poverty; even though amendment
was in place it did exact opposite of what many were hoping; created lawlessness and chaos
throughout 1920s); includes faulty application (/8th amendment: Gangs of New York the
movie was made to show this time as well)

e Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (/5th amendment: Civil War;
13th amendment; 14th amendment; citizenship; Ku Klux Klan; literacy tests; civil rights
movement; 1965 Voting Rights Act; 18th amendment.: church-going women; Women’s
Christian Temperance Union; Frances Willard; petitioning and rallies; Progressive
movement; Volstead Act; bootleggers; speakeasies; gangsters; Al Capone; 21st amendment
repealed Prohibition)

e Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and
conclusion that restate the theme

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response uses the 13th and
14th amendments as historical circumstances surrounding the 15th amendment without making a
direct connection to the reasons for adopting suffrage for Freedmen. Overall the response is well
developed but lacks the level of analysis and detail found in a Level 5 paper.
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United States History and Government Specifications
August 2019

Part I
Multiple-Choice Questions by Standard

Standard Question Numbers

1—United States and New York History 275?} ;(2) ;’; 18 1(15 12 i; 22,23, 25, 26,

2—World History 36, 38, 39, 44
3—Geography 1,6, 37,47
4—Economics 14, 15, 18, 24, 28, 30, 34, 35, 43, 45

5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government | 2, 4, 8,9, 12, 17, 20, 29, 42, 49, 50

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard

Theme Standards

Standards 1, 4, and 5: United
States and New York History;
Economics; Civics,
Citizenship, and Government

Change; Citizenship; Civic
Thematic Essay Values; Constitutional
Principles; Diversity;
Government; Individuals,
Groups, Institutions;
Reform Movements

Cict:izenship; Ci\llig Valu?s; Standards 1, 4, and 5: United
onstitutional Principles; "Nl Lot .
Document-based Essay Diversity; Government; Elagﬁzri&i.Néaéork History;
Ind|y|dgals, Grou.ps, . Citizenship, and Government
Institutions; Presidential
Decisions and Actions

Notes:

Part II scoring information is found in Volume 1 of the Rating Guide.

Part III scoring information is found in Volume 2 of the Rating Guide.
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2019
Regents Examination in United States History and Government will be posted on
the Department’s web site at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day
of the examination. Conversion charts prov1ded for the previous administrations
of the United States History and Government examination must NOT be used
to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State

assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to
make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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