VO L U M E

1 2

FOR TEACHERS ONLY

OF

MC & THEMATIC

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

United States History
and Government
January 28, 2010

UNITED STATES HISTORY
AND GOVERNMENT

Cut Here

The University of the State of New York

Thursday, January 28, 2010 — 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY FOR PART I
AND RATING GUIDE FOR PART II
(THEMATIC ESSAY)
Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be
posted on the New York State Education Department’s web site during
the rating period. Visit the site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and
select the link “Examination Scoring Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be
checked before the rating process for this examination begins and at
least one more time before the final scores for the examination are
recorded.

Contents of the Rating Guide

For Part II (thematic) essay:
• A content-specific rubric
• Prescored answer papers. Score levels 5 and 1 have two papers each,
and score levels 4, 3, and 2 have three papers each. They are ordered
by score level from high to low.
• Commentary explaining the specific score awarded to each paper
• Five prescored practice papers
General:
• Test Specifications
• Web addresses for the test-specific conversion chart and teacher
evaluation forms
Copyright 2010
The University of the State of New York
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Albany, New York 12234

Cut Here

For Part I (Multiple-Choice Questions):
• Scoring Key

Part I
1. . . 4 . . .

26. . . 4 . . .

2. . . 3 . . .

27. . . 2 . . .

3. . . 1 . . .

28. . . 4 . . .

4. . . 1 . . .

29. . . 3 . . .

5. . . 3 . . .

30. . . 4 . . .

6. . . 1 . . .

31. . . 2 . . .

7. . . 1 . . .

32. . . 4 . . .

8. . . 3 . . .

33. . . 3 . . .

9. . . 1 . . .

34. . . 2 . . .

10. . . 2 . . .

35. . . 4 . . .

11. . . 3 . . .

36. . . 2 . . .

12. . . 1 . . .

37. . . 1 . . .

13. . . 2 . . .

38. . . 4 . . .

14. . . 4 . . .

39. . . 3 . . .

15. . . 1 . . .

40. . . 2 . . .

16. . . 4 . . .

41. . . 3 . . .

17. . . 1 . . .

42. . . 2 . . .

18. . . 3 . . .

43. . . 4 . . .

19. . . 1 . . .

44. . . 1 . . .

20. . . 2 . . .

45. . . 3 . . .

21. . . 3 . . .

46. . . 2 . . .

22. . . 2 . . .

47. . . 4 . . .

23. . . 1 . . .

48. . . 3 . . .

24. . . 4 . . .

49. . . 2 . . .

25. . . 3 . . .

50. . . 1 . . .

UNITED STATES HISTORY and GOVERNMENT
Mechanics of Rating

Cut Here

The following procedures are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process
and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and
Geography and United States History and Government.
Scoring the Part I Multiple-Choice Questions
On the detachable answer sheet, indicate by means of a checkmark each
incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-choice questions; do not place a
checkmark beside a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the
box provided on the answer sheet, record the number of questions the student answered correctly in Part I.
Rating the Essay Question
(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should
include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task
• Raters identify the answers to the task
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses
Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by
matching evidence from the response to the rubric
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary
Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the
scores and commentaries provided
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to actual rating
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(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly
on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not correct the
student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.
(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point.
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United States History and Government
Content-Specific Rubric
Thematic Essay
January 2010
Theme: Individuals, Groups, Institutions—Writing and Reform
Throughout United States history, individuals have used writing as a way to focus attention
on issues facing the American people. To resolve the issues raised in these writings, actions
have been taken by the government, groups, or individuals.
Task:

Select two pieces of writing that have focused attention on issues facing American society
and for each
• Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the issue addressed by the author
• Discuss an action taken by the government or a group or an individual in response to the
issue raised by the author

You may use any piece of writing from your study of United States history that focuses attention
on an issue facing American society. Some suggestions you might wish to consider include Common
Sense by Thomas Paine (1776), Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe (1852), How the Other
Half Lives by Jacob Riis (1890), The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (1906), “I, Too, Sing America” by
Langston Hughes (1925), The Other America by Michael Harrington (1962), Silent Spring by Rachel
Carson (1962), The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan (1963), and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (1963).

Scoring Notes:
1. This thematic essay has a minimum of four components (the historical circumstances
surrounding the issue addressed by an author and an action taken by the government or a
group or an individual in response to the issue raised in each of two pieces of writing).
2. The focus of this question is on the issues addressed by various writings. Details about the
works themselves may be, but do not have to be, included.
3. The issues facing American society may be from any time period in United States history.
4. The response to the issue may be an action taken immediately following the work’s
publication or an action taken later, e.g., Common Sense had an immediate impact on the
writing of the Declaration of Independence whereas “I, Too, Sing America” raised civil
rights issues that eventually led to the modern civil rights movement and the passage of the
1964 Civil Rights Act.
5. The response may focus on the specific issue addressed by the author, e.g., Uncle Tom’s
Cabin deals with the treatment of enslaved persons on southern plantations, or the response
may focus on a broader issue influenced by the writing such as the contribution of Uncle
Tom’s Cabin to increased sectional tensions.
6. Actions taken by the government may include federal, state, or local government actions.
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Score of 5:
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for each of two pieces of
writing by describing the historical circumstances surrounding the issue addressed by the author
and by discussing an action taken by the government or a group or an individual in response to
the issue raised by each author
• Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g.,
Uncle Tom’s Cabin: connects a description of how Stowe’s graphic descriptions of slavery
infuriated readers and escalated sectional tensions between the North and the South leading to
the Civil War to a discussion of Abraham Lincoln’s issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation,
expanding the goals of the Civil War to include abolition and resulting in passage of the 13th
amendment; The Jungle: connects a description of how unregulated industries, especially
meatpacking, led to public outrage and Progressive calls for reform to a discussion of how the
Roosevelt Administration immediately responded with passage of the Meat Inspection Act and
the Pure Food and Drug Act, beginning a shift in policy from laissez-faire toward consumer
protection)
• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., Uncle Tom’s Cabin:
abolitionist movement; national best selling novel; Simon Legree’s brutality; slave auctions;
Frederick Douglass; Compromise of 1850; tougher Fugitive Slave Act; underground railroad;
Harriet Tubman; shift in European support; Reconstruction; The Jungle: muckraker; socialism;
Chicago; immigrant labor; unsafe working conditions; exploited workers; lack of sanitary
standards; rotten meat; rats; FDA; federal inspectors; testing and labeling
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are beyond a restatement of the theme
Score of 4:
• Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing all aspects of
the task for one piece of writing more thoroughly than for the second piece of writing or by
discussing one aspect of the task less thoroughly than the other aspect of the task for each piece
of writing
• Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information),
e.g., Uncle Tom’s Cabin: describes how sectional tensions between the North and the South
over the issue of slavery were heightened by Stowe’s story and discusses how the North’s
victory in the Civil War led to passage of the 13th amendment; The Jungle: describes poor
sanitation, dangerous working conditions, and the filth in the meatpacking industry and
discusses how the public’s reaction prompted consumer protection laws such as the Meat
Inspection Act
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that are beyond a restatement of the theme
Note: At score levels 5 and 4, all four components should be developed.
Holistic Scoring Reminder: This note applies only to bullet 1 of the rubric.
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Score of 3:
• Develops all aspects of the task in little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in
some depth
• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or evaluates information)
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
may be a restatement of the theme
Note: If both aspects of the task for one piece of writing have been thoroughly developed evenly
and in depth, and if the response meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall
response may be a Level 3 paper.
Score of 2:
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some
depth
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not
clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a
conclusion
Score of 1:
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not
clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a
conclusion
Score of 0:
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant
facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test
booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper
*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational
Objectives refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term
synthesis. Creating implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5
paper will contain analysis and/or evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating
information as defined by Anderson and Krathwohl.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – A

Anchor Level 5-A
The response:
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical
circumstances surrounding the issue of consumer protection addressed in The Jungle and the issue
of poor living conditions in cities addressed in How the Other Half Lives and discussing an action
taken in response to the issue raised by each author
• Is more analytical than descriptive (The Jungle: the United States government’s laissez-faire, or
hands-off, policy on business gave factory owners free reign over policies, health and safety, and
pay; Theodore Roosevelt worked with Congress to pass programs under the clause to regulate
interstate commerce; How the Other Half Lives: shots depicted crowded boarding houses where
humans lay as sardines shoulder to shoulder, crowded tenement buildings rotting away, and
disgusting loads of garbage strewn across the streets and alleys; in these community gathering
places, poor immigrants were taught English, job skills, and health information which improved
their chances to assimilate into American life; inspired more women to become involved in social
reforms;)
• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (The Jungle: Progressive Era;
hazardous and unsafe; rats ran amok; heinous images; Meat Inspection Act; Pure Food and Drug
Act; inspecting, labeling, and testing; How the Other Half Lives: growing number of immigrants;
low paying jobs; photo-flash technology; shocking photographs; windowless apartments; Jane
Addams; Lillian Wald; Hull House; prohibiting child labor; limiting working hours for women;
creating zoning laws; Theodore Roosevelt’s actions as police commissioner of New York City;
minimum wage)
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that applaud writers for combating the nation’s problems
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response showcases a very strong
understanding of the Progressive Era, expressed with meticulous description. Smooth transitions
connect the works chosen and link the two muckrakers to social and economic reforms.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 5 – B

Anchor Level 5-B
The response:
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical
circumstances surrounding the issue of American independence addressed in Common Sense and
the issue of living conditions addressed in How the Other Half Lives and discussing an action taken
in response to the issue raised by each author
• Is more analytical than descriptive (Common Sense: at this time, there was little support for the
fight for independence; most Americans were fighting for their rights as Englishmen and would
have been satisfied by the repeal of unpopular restrictions and taxes; within a few months, the
Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence, which formally recognized Paine’s
ideas about separation from England; convinced many colonists that independence would solve the
issues with Britain; How the Other Half Lives: most of society was not aware of the conditions
plaguing the cities from the poor sewage systems, the sweat shops where young children toiled,
and the cramped style of the tenement houses; New York City created tenement house building
codes that became a model for several other cities which soon began to emulate New York’s
example)
• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Common Sense: American
Revolution; injustices they had suffered; authority of the tiny island over the large continent;
pamphlets read far and wide; rallied up support; How the Other Half Lives: photographs; poverty
and ramshackle conditions; rich were enjoying affluence; governor of New York created a
commission; Progressive Era); includes a minor inaccuracy (How the Other Half Lives: the novel)
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that show how literature can be a catalyst for change by raising public awareness
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The response shows a very good
understanding of the role played by these works in shifting the goal of the Revolutionary War from
repeal of taxes to independence and in prompting tenement house reform.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4-A
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task by describing the historical circumstances surrounding the issue of
slavery addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the issue of consumer protection addressed in The
Jungle and discussing an action taken in response to the issue raised by each author
• Is more analytical than descriptive (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: story of a kind, caring slave who is
eventually subjected to the fatal abuses of slavery touched the hearts and piqued the tempers of
Americans everywhere; the argument grew to such a degree that the issue of slavery was the major
factor in beginning the Civil War; the 13th amendment abolishing slavery and the 14th amendment
granting citizenship to former slaves were actions that came about partly as a result of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin; The Jungle: in a time where industry was quickly growing, many basic necessities like the
conditions of factories, workers, and products were disregarded; the uproar became so great that
the government was forced to create new laws and departments dedicated to the regulation of food
distribution; the Meat Inspection Act creating federal inspection of meat products was passed as a
direct result of The Jungle; Food and Drug Act required truth in labeling so that people would
know what they were taking)
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: northern
abolitionists; southern farmers; fiction; The Jungle: meatpacking industry; lack of sanitation; lack
of regulation)
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that emphasize the power of the written word to entertain, inform, and prompt change
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response is written with clear and
strong descriptions that establish important concepts. However, these concepts are not fully developed
and lack the historical detail needed for a score of 5.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4-B
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by addressing both aspects of the
task for the issue of environmental pollution addressed in Silent Spring a bit more thoroughly than
for the issue of slavery addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: the South was outraged by the novel
claiming it a false representation of slave life in the South; Supreme Court ruled the Missouri
Compromise unconstitutional in the Dred Scott decision; passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act
established popular sovereignty in the territories; the tension led to the Civil War and the abolition
of slavery with the passing of the 13th amendment; Silent Spring: showed many people the effect
that humans have on the environment and the responsibility that people have toward their
environment; because of her, many environmental groups stressed the end to the use of DDT and
called for government help to eliminate DDT and help the endangered eagle)
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: pre–Civil War
Era; series of laws and compromises; cruelties; violence in Kansas and in Congress; Silent Spring:
healthier crops; local rivers and streams, contaminating the fish; calcium level in the birds; eagle
numbers increased); includes an inaccuracy (Silent Spring: a novel)
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that note the importance of writing in resolving critical issues
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The response exhibits a good
understanding of the environment and ecological systems as they relate to Rachel Carson’s work. The
response tends to generalize the historical circumstances leading to Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel and
the actions taken after its publication.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Level 4-C
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by describing the historical
circumstances surrounding the issue of slavery addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and the issue of
consumer protection addressed in The Jungle more thoroughly than discussing actions taken in
response to the issue raised by each author
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: horrified northerners were disgusted with
the South because of her story, and angry southerners felt that the entire book was a lie because she
had never even traveled south; introduction of popular sovereignty in the territories did little to
improve the situation; popular sovereignty became the focus of the Lincoln-Douglas debates,
further separating the North and South; Stowe became “the little lady whose book started the war”
and tore the country apart; The Jungle: during the late 1800s, large industries dominated the
economy without any government regulation; the government, in response to the book, passed the
Pure Food and Drug Act, which required sanitary workplaces and healthy food)
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: slave states and
free states; Three-fifths Compromise; Compromises of 1820 and 1850; Northern abolitionists;
written several years before the war; The Jungle: meatpacking industry; Chicago; poor immigrants;
rodents being ground up)
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that contain analysis about the lasting impact of each work
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The descriptions of the historical
circumstances include good information about the time periods, but further development of the actions
taken in response to the issues would have strengthened the discussion.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3-A
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task in little depth for Uncle Tom’s Cabin and for The Jungle
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: written in 1852, Stowe’s work
demonstrated the cruel harassment of slaves and became an important cause for the abolitionist
North; her dramatic novel influenced and deepened a split between the Union; The Jungle: based
on Chicago’s meatpacking industry during the early 20th century, the novel graphically reveals the
unsanitary conditions under which meat was handled; Meat Inspection Act in 1906, requiring all
meatpacking plants to have mandatory sanitation laws when handling food)
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Cotton King South;
Frederick Douglass; William Garrison; Lincoln; “little lady that started the war”; shots were fired;
The Jungle: public alarm; Food and Drug Administration; inspect food industries); includes some
minor inaccuracies (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: in 1856, the Civil War was occurring and Lincoln was
trying to preserve the Union; The Jungle: President Theodore Roosevelt passed the Meat
Inspection Act)
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that notes that the two
novels defined their eras and a conclusion that reemphasizes the impact of each piece of writing
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response illustrates comprehension
of the time periods and clearly connects each piece of writing to an important action. The ideas
expressed, however, lack the depth consistent with a higher level response.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3-B
The response:
• Develops some aspects of the task in some depth by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issues addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and in “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and
discussing an action taken in response to the issue raised in Uncle Tom’s Cabin
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: slaves were dehumanized, forced to
endure harsh brutality and belonged to white people; the Civil War, fought to keep the Union
together, is commonly thought of as the war that freed the slaves for President Abraham Lincoln
emancipated Southern slaves during the war; Jim Crow laws were implemented, insuring that
blacks would be segregated from whites; “Letter from Birmingham Jail”: Martin Luther King, Jr.
was arrested and he wrote this letter articulating the injustice and loss of patience the black
community was experiencing); includes weak analysis (“Letter from Birmingham Jail”: the
government soon thereafter did away with segregation)
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: graphic; abolitionist
movement; amendments 13, 14, and 15; freeing slaves, giving them civil rights and liberties,
giving black males the right to vote; poll taxes; grandfather clauses; literacy tests; Ku Klux Klan;
“Letter from Birmingham Jail”: Alabama; “waiting usually means never”)
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
focus on the power of the written word
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. For Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a good
understanding about injustices suffered by African Americans and the role of writing to expose
discrimination is evident, but the response lacks any substantial discussion of an action prompted by
Reverend King’s letter.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 3 – C

[33]

Anchor Level 3-C
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task with little depth by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issues addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and in The Jungle and stating an action
taken in response to the issue raised by each author
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: written during the time that slavery was an
issue that was dividing the North and South; during the Civil War, President Lincoln ordered that
slaves in the South be freed; movement was a success with the passage of the 13th amendment,
which outlawed slavery; The Jungle: readers were in awe because of Sinclair’s observations of rats
and poison in meats; because of Sinclair’s novel, the meatpacking industry would be regulated by
the government)
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: cruel owners; abolition
movement; The Jungle: horrible working conditions; filthy surroundings; President Roosevelt)
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that go
slightly beyond a restatement of the theme
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response demonstrates a basic
understanding about the writings and the ensuing changes. However, it is somewhat repetitive and
lacks sufficient detail for a higher score.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – A

Anchor Level 2-A
The response:
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task by describing the historical circumstances surrounding
the issues addressed in The Jungle and in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and mentioning an action taken in
response to the issues addressed by each author
• Is primarily descriptive (The Jungle: described how filthy the meat was; meat inspection acts were
now passed to help maintain a healthy food supply; Uncle Tom’s Cabin: helped to advocate the
idea that African Americans should not be treated in such a way, as property; President Abraham
Lincoln helped to abolish slavery); includes weak analysis (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: it was basically a
story about racism towards blacks; Lincoln had to try and preserve the Union as well; book played
a major role in eliminating societal problems)
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (The Jungle: muckraker; corruption in society;
meatpacking industry; rat excretions; unsanitary conditions; Uncle Tom’s Cabin: harsh cruelties)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
little more than a restatement of the theme
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. An attempt to address all parts of the
task is made, but the response includes only basic information that is too often overgeneralized.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2-B
The response:
• Develops some aspects of the task in some depth by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issues addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin and in The Jungle
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: the abolitionists knew that keeping human
beings as slaves was an incredibly unjust action, while the slave owners did not view black people
as humans, feeling that white men were the supreme race; The Jungle: during the industrial era in
the United States, the way products were made changed dramatically; meat factories were infested
with rats and sprayed with rat poison, causing both dead rats and poisonous chemicals to end up in
someone’s food); includes weak and faulty analysis (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: when she wrote her
story, she did not expect anyone to want to read it, or even for it to be published; The Jungle:
causing various protests and factories getting shut down)
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: highly debated issue; sold
many copies all over the world; The Jungle: foods were manufactured in bulk; American health at
risk); includes an inaccuracy (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Harriet Beecher Stowe, a black woman)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that state
the importance of these pieces of writing in sparking awareness and interest about the issues
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Solid descriptions about historical
circumstances are overshadowed by the response’s failure to discuss valid actions resulting from either
publication.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2-C
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task in little depth by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issue of slavery addressed in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, mentioning the issue of
sanitation addressed in The Jungle, and mentioning an action taken in response to the issue raised
by each author
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Stowe filled her pages with details of the
dark side of slavery such as the beatings, deaths, and separation Africans had to endure upon their
arrival to America; a direct effect of this novel was the Civil War; The Jungle: its publication in
1906 informed Americans of the need for change and laws that would protect Americans and
insure their health and well being; one result of the novel’s success was the Meat Inspection Act to
improve conditions for both workers and consumers); includes faulty analysis (Uncle Tom’s
Cabin: the feuding areas began to fight for the freedom of slaves)
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: controversy in the North
and South; the novel became widespread; The Jungle: sanitation issues; meatpacking; gruesome
but true details); includes a minor inaccuracy (The Jungle: passing of the Meat Inspection Act by
Theodore Roosevelt
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
credit writing for sparking political and social change
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response includes many valid
generalizations but lacks supporting details. Moreover, the references to actions taken in response to
the writings are incomplete and vague.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1-A
The response:
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding issues addressed in The Jungle and mentioning an action taken in response to the issue
raised by the author
• Is descriptive (The Jungle: showed the uncleanliness of the factories and the gross tactics that were
used in packaging meat; things had to be FDA approved); includes weak application (The Jungle:
the government where they created the board of health)
• Includes no additional relevant facts, examples, or details
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that cites literature as one
method for exposing the ills of society and a conclusion that remarks that authors continue to
expose problems facing America
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. A cursory development of the issues and
actions related to The Jungle weakens the response. Furthermore, the discussion of The Feminine
Mystique shows little understanding of the work, the historical circumstances, or the responsive actions
taken.
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Paper – Thematic Essay—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1-B
The response:
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task by describing the historical circumstances addressed
in The Jungle and mentioning an action taken in response to the publication
• Is descriptive (The Jungle: rats, fingers, dead bugs would all be found in food; the government
passed the Meat Inspection Act which would improve the taste and quality of meat)
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (The Jungle: label on all products); includes
inaccuracies (“Letter from Birmingham Jail”: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. nailed his 20 points to a
church door; Jim Crow laws made all races separate but also equal)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that restates the theme and a
conclusion that consists of broad generalizations
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The response demonstrates limited
knowledge about the issues in The Jungle and confuses “Letter from Birmingham Jail” with Martin
Luther’s Ninety-five Theses.
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – A
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – B
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – C
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – D
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Thematic Essay—Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 3
The response:
• Develops some aspects of the task in some depth by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issues addressed in The Jungle and in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, discussing an action
taken by government in response to the issue raised in The Jungle, and identifying a response to the
issue raised in Uncle Tom’s Cabin
• Is more descriptive than analytical (The Jungle: Upton Sinclair described in vivid detail the horrors
and filth involved in the meatpacking industry; the Pure Food and Drug Act was also passed which
helped to make sure that drugs were properly labeled and there was no adulteration of the food
being sold; Uncle Tom’s Cabin: discussed the inhumane treatment of slaves and the brutal
measures taken by their master to control their slaves; after awhile the 13th amendment was passed
which abolished slavery); includes isolated analysis (Uncle Tom’s Cabin: after this book was
published, many people tried to help rescue slaves)
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (The Jungle: Industrial Revolution; feces, body
parts and other unwanted material; filthy, hot conditions; Meat Inspection Act; crossed over state
lines; Uncle Tom’s Cabin: evils of slavery; beating; torturing; starvation)
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that
restate the theme
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response demonstrates a clear
understanding of the correlation between industrialization and increasing threats to consumer safety.
The descriptions of meatpacking and slavery are lengthy but lacking in specific historical detail.
Additionally, the mention of the 13th amendment does not qualify as a discussion of an action taken in
response to an issue.
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 1
The response:
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issues addressed in The Jungle and Uncle Tom’s Cabin
• Is descriptive (The Jungle: Sinclair writes of the horrible, disgusting conditions the meat is made
and reveals to the citizens that what they are eating is probably contaminated and very dangerous;
Uncle Tom’s Cabin: it told the truth about how horrible it was to live as an African American
slave); lacks understanding (The Jungle: Sinclair shows a whole city how they are being cheated
out of a healthy life; Uncle Tom’s Cabin: the book inspired both free slaves that wanted to start up
a movement and slaves themselves to fight for their freedom; this book was set at the heart of the
civil rights movement; many legislatures read this and saw the actions of the plantation owners
unlawful and felt it necessary to do something about it legally)
• Includes no additional relevant facts, examples, or details
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that call the
novels informative and moving and notes that muckrakers have made a lasting impact on the nation
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Despite its length, there are few accurate
or relevant observations about the issues raised in these books.
Practice Paper C—Score Level 2
The response:
• Develops some aspects of the task in some depth by describing the historical circumstances
surrounding the issues addressed in “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and in The Jungle and
mentioning an action taken in response to the issue raised in The Jungle
• Is primarily descriptive (“Letter from Birmingham Jail”: King’s letter, directed towards clergymen,
addressed the issue of segregation in public facilities; The Jungle: Sinclair, a muckraker during the
Progressive Era, uncovered the issue of sanitation in the meatpacking industry through the
publication of his novel; the government passed a meat inspection act, requiring that the meat meet
required standards before being sold on the market); includes weak analysis (“Letter from
Birmingham Jail”: this act of civil disobedience started the civil rights movement; even though
discrimination was still apparent, blacks and whites were essentially now equal)
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (“Letter from Birmingham Jail”: civil rights
activist; in prison for protesting); includes an inaccuracy (“Letter from Birmingham Jail” [1963]:
uses Brown v. Board of Education [1954] as a responding action)
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are a
restatement of the theme
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Brief statements, faulty analysis, and the
lack of a specific action taken in response to “Letter from Birmingham Jail” make this a Level 2 paper.
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 0
The response:
Fails to develop the task; includes no relevant facts, examples, or details
Conclusion: The response fits the criteria for level 0 because it demonstrates no understanding of
Upton Sinclair’s work.
Practice Paper E—Score Level 4
The response:
• Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by describing the historical
circumstances surrounding the issue of American independence addressed in Common Sense and
the issue of consumer protection addressed in The Jungle more thoroughly than discussing an
action taken in response to the issue raised by each author
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Common Sense: discusses the need for the American colonies to
distance themselves from the mother country, Great Britain, and to pursue their own destiny; the
Declaration of Independence, which came out later that year, shows the influence Common Sense
had in prompting change; The Jungle: although the novel was meant to increase the popularity of
socialism, it included many gruesome and disgusting details about the meatpacking business; these
details brought attention to the government’s failure to regulate the safety of foods consumed by
the American people)
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Common Sense: greater support for
the American Revolution; pamphlet; popular language; virtual representation; continent controlled
by an island; own identity; The Jungle: immigrant family; meatpacking town; Industrial
Revolution; “I aimed for the nation’s heart but hit its stomach”; Theodore Roosevelt; Food and
Drug Act)
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion
that note the power of the written word
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Concise language and ample detail
confirm a command of the facts and an understanding of the literature’s content. However, the actions
taken are discussed in a cursory and less detailed way, especially in relation to the Declaration of
Independence.
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United States History and Government Specifications
January 2010
Part I
Multiple-Choice Questions by Standard
Standard
1—United States and New York History
2—World History
3—Geography
4—Economics
5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government

Question Numbers
5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22,
25, 28, 31, 32, 34, 37, 38, 43, 44, 50
29, 30, 35, 36, 47
1, 20, 41
10, 14, 16, 24, 26, 42, 48
2, 3, 4, 6, 23, 27, 33, 39, 40, 45, 46, 49

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard
Thematic Essay

Theme
Individuals, Groups,
Institutions; Reform
Movements

Document-based Essay Places and Regions;
Physical Systems; Human
Systems; Environment;
Factors of Production;
Immigration and Migration;
Change

STANDARDS
Standards 1, 3, 4, and 5: United
States and New York History;
Geography; Economics;
Civics, Citizenship, and
Government
Standards 1, 3, 4, and 5: United
States and New York History;
Geography; Economics;
Civics, Citizenship, and
Government

Notes:
Part I and Part II scoring information is found in Volume 1 of the Rating Guide.
Part III scoring information is found in Volume 2 of the Rating Guide.
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2010
Regents Examination in United States History and Government will be posted
on the Department’s web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ on the day of the
examination. Conversion charts provided for the previous administrations of
the United States History and Government examination must NOT be used to
determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:
1. Go to http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.

