SESSION TWO
FOR TEACHERS ONLY

The University of the State of New York
REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH

E Wednesday, June 23, 1999—9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p-m., only
SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE
Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to

the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s
SESSION ONE answer sheet.
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COMPREHENSIVE ENGLISH — SESSION Two — continued

Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating. This process should include:

(2)

(3)

Introduction to the task—

e Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format

* Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task

e Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
e Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
* Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
e Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary
(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—

¢ Raters score a set of five papers individually

e Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move
on to actual scoring

When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a stu-
dent’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer
sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for
coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay,
recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One, and determin-
ing the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located at the end of these
scoring materials should be used for determining the final examination score.
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Anchor Level 6-A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Demonstrates an in-depth analysis of both texts by establishing a sophisticated
) controlling idea (that teachers have the power to help students learn about them-
{ selves), then making explicit connections to each text. For Ernesto, the knowledge
acquired is the value of co-existing cultural traditions, and for the narrator of the
poem learning to believe in his own strengths and abilities.

Development Develops ideas consistently, combining appropriate generalization with a broad range
of specific details from the texts. References to the narrative point of view and
figurative language, while largely undeveloped, are woven skillfully into the
discussion.

Organization Provides a context for the controlling idea by referring to the influences of teachers
from the classical tradition, then maintains the focus on the teacher’s role in self-
discovery established by the controlling idea. Structure and coherence are enhanced
by a conclusion that effectively synthesizes the similarities and differences between
the passages.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original with an attempt at stylistic sophistication.
Efforts to use sophisticated vocabulary and structures are usually successful (as in
paragraph 2, sentence 1) but occasionally result in ambiguity (as in paragraph 1,
sentences 1 and 2).

Conventions Is essentially free of errors, even with sophisticated vocabulary.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 on all qualities except
language, which is at a somewhat lower level of proficiency.
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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Demonstrates a thorough understanding of both texts by focusing on the idea that
while teachers have the potential to affect students in ways that are positive or
‘negative, the teachers in these passages, through their attitudes and their methods,
made the lives of their students better. The connections between this idea and the
ideas in each text are clear and explicit.

Development Makes use of relevant and specific evidence from both texts to support the controlling
idea. Although the discussion of literary elements and techniques is occasionally
awkward and unclear, the choice of characterization in Passage | and language and
symbolism in Passage Il is appropriate and thoughtfully described.

Organization Exhibits direction, shape, and coherence by maintaining the focus throughout and
using varied and appropriate transitions. The abrupt ending detracts somewhat from
the otherwise effective organization of the response.

Language Use Uses language that is original and generally fluent and a story-telling tone that
' captures the drama of the texts. Although occasionally clichéd (...to make or break a
child, ...opened up doors) or imprecise (left positive impacts), the response makes
effective use of words and structures and shows a familiarity with the literary essay.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with a few minor errors that may be
attributed to careless editing (omission of commas).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 on all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of both texts by highlighting the lessons about life
and about themselves that the two teachers taught their students. Connections
between the controlling idea and ideas in each text are implied, leaving the reader to
decide which are lessons “about life” and which are “about themselves.”

Development Demonstrates a limited understanding of literary elements. While supporting
paragraphs include many details to describe the characters, characterization is not
mentioned. The response is unevenly developed, with most of the response focusing
on Passage .

Organization Establishes at the beginning a clear and appropriate focus, which becomes less clear
in subsequent paragraphs, but is refined and reinforced in the concluding paragraph.
The paragraph devoted to each teacher is generally cohesive, although irrelevancies
appear occasionally (paragraph 1, sentence 3; paragraph 2, sentence 6).

Language Use Uses appropriate language and attempts to vary length and structure of sentences.

Conventions Exhibits partial control of conventions. The response includes errors in spelling
(releave, conscienceness), sentence fragments (paragraphs 2 and 5), use of commas
and apostrophes, and proofreading (king for kind, importanance). These errors have
little effect on the comprehensibility of the response.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 on all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the passages, addressing the relationship between
student and teacher, rather than the influence of a teacher, and suggesting that the
relationship is one of cooperation rather than control. Connections are superficial and
rely on an imprecise interpretation of “cooperation.”

Development Attempts to support the idea of "cooperation" with mostly accurate, but very brief,
summaries. The description of Mrs. Wells as babbling is unjustified by the text.

Organization Establishes and attempts to maintain a focus on “cooperation.” The response exhibits

a rudimentary structure, with an opening paragraph, one brief paragraph devoted to
each passage, and a conclusion that repeats the introduction.

Language Use

Generally relies on basic vocabulary, although the first sentence is somewhat
incoherent. Some attempt is made to vary sentence structure, but most sentences
begin with The.

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, with frequent misspellings of
common words (thier, then for than, patent for patient, desribes, bord, desplays,
belive), omission of commas, and several errors in sentence construction.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 on all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Begins with the promise of a controlling idea in the first two sentences, but the
attempt at making connections conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of
the texts. The focus on the mood of the teacher in paragraph 2 reflects a misunder-
standing of the task.

Development Is incomplete and undeveloped. Of the two references to the passages, both are
unjustified (that Miss Hopley was very strict and rigid and that Mrs. Wells is velling
and seems mad).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but displays a rudimentary structure, devoting the first

paragraph to negative attitudes and the second paragraph to positive attitudes.

Language Use

Generally uses appropriate language, with some lapses into the colloquial (yelling
and seem mad) or awkward (stay at a happy medium, to where they are disruptive).
Sentences are varied in structure or length,

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control of the conventions. Spelling errors (begining, its,
subconsiously, reat, talkitive), while few in number, represent a substantial proportion
of words in the response. The student seems to have good control of sentence
construction, including correct use of the semicolon and commas after dependent

clauses.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is markedly
stronger in the quality of conventions.
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Anchor Level 1-A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys minimal understanding of one text, the essay. The connection between the
idea in the first sentence and subsequent ideas is tenuous.

Development Is minimal, combining two details from Passage | in a single sentence (They are
learning the new language as well as the new culture).

Organization Hints at, but fails to maintain, a focus. The response suggests the possibility of a
| logical sequence of ideas but is incomplete.

Language Use Suggests a familiarity with appropriate vocabulary and sentence structure, but is too
brief to make assessment of language use reliable.

Conventions Suggests some control of the conventions, but the brevity of the response makes
assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: This paper best fits the criteria for Level 1, although organization is at a some-
what higher level.
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Anchor Level 6-A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides an insightful interpretation and successfully uses the established criteria (an
analogy to war) to analyze Dracula and The Crucible.

Development Fully develops ideas, effectively using evidence from both texts, such as theme (the
battle of good vs. evil), characterization (Rebecca Nurse as the representation of
innocence), and setting (the obligatory castle and atrocious weather).

Organization Steadily maintains the established focus and exhibits a logical progression of thought.
Textual evidence is placed appropriately, carrying the essential argument to an
effective conclusion.

Language Use Maintains a notable sense of voice with language that is consistently formal,
academic, and appropriately detached. The sentence structure is complex and varied
(e.g., Her only crime is inherent in her good fortune: she owns a rather large quantity
“of valuable and prolific land.)

Conventions Contains essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6.
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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for
analysis. The response clearly identifies the forces of good and evil in both texts, and
through reasoned analysis demonstrates good is stronger than evil in the end.

Development Develops ideas with clarity and some consistency. The discussion of good and evil is
more fully developed in Anthem than in The Crucible. The response makes use of
specific and relevant evidence from both texts but does not clearly allude to any
literary elements.

Organization Maintains a solid focus. The response employs appropriate transitional devices to

maintain a logical sequencing of ideas. The conclusion presents an artful summary of
the critical lens as it applies to the chosen works of literature.

Language Use

Reveals an adequate recognition of purpose through the use of clear and appropriate
language. The response demonstrates fluency through sentences that vary in structure
and length.

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions with occasional grammatical errors that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the strengths of this response in the areas of organization, language use,
and conventions best fit the criteria for Level 5, although the response is somewhat weaker
in meaning and development.
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Anchor Level 1-A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a simplistic, confused, incomplete interpretation of the critical lens. The
response reflects an extremely minimal analysis of Hamlet and essentially no analysis
of Macbeth.

Development

Demonstrates minimal evidence of development in the first work of literature and no
evidence of development in the second.

Organization

Suggests some organization but lacks an appropriate focus.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary with some imprecision; however, the extreme brevity
makes assessment unreliable.

Conventions

Exhibits occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension; however, due to the
minimal development, assessment is unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1.
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Anchor Level 2-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Alludes to the critical lens but suggests no criteria and only superficially analyzes the
chosen texts, The Scarlet Letter and The Catcher in the Rye.

Development

Incompletely develops ideas. For example, the student provides no evidence to
support the implication that the parents were evil, nor an explanation of how their
evil either triumphed or failed to conquer.

Organization

Exhibits a rudimentary structure and suggests, but does not maintain, a focus (i.e., evil
never conquers).

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary, occasionally using language that is unsuitable (. . .the boy
was a nut case. . .). The sentences are generally ineffective or uncontrolled.

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling and punctuation
which do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2.
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Anchor Level 3-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, suggests some criteria (i.e., the
bad guy always gets so close. . . but then gets stopped) and connects the criteria to an
analysis of “The Most Dangerous Game” and Christine.

Development Relies primarily on plot summaries, with no reference to literary elements and little

analysis.

Organization

Generally maintains a focus, despite an early digression (/t’s in movies as well) and
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas; i.e., each major paragraph identifies the work,
relates events in chronological order, and reiterates the critical lens.

Language Use |

Relies on basic vocabulary, with some language that is inappropriate for the audience
(the bad guy never wins and They often get real, real close but no cigar). Sentences
show little variety, and are often awkward (So he began hunting the man off the boar

and Christine was the name of a car but this car was possessed).

Conventions

Exhibits very few errors, none of which hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3.
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Anchor Level 4-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation by establishing criteria (i.e., however powerful
that evil may be, it can never win against what is good) and implying the connection
between the criteria and Moby Dick and King Lear.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, relying largely on plot summary for King
Lear, but for Moby Dick, referring to the elements of symbolism, (a strong symbol of
evil) and characterization (Ahab. . . was mad and obsessed). The response elaborates
on the evil of Ahab more extensively than it does the evil of the whale, which the
student asserts is the greater evil.

Organization Generally maintains a focus, although the second sentence of paragraph 1 implies a
direction, which is immediately reversed in paragraph 2. A rhetorical question (So
how is it. . . ?) serves effectively as a transition between seemingly contradictory
notions (i.e., evil loses/evil wins).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, creating a tone which is reasonably formal, although not
| elevated. The sentence structures vary.

.| Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with only occasional errors (e.g., the
omitted apostrophe in fathers life).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4.
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