SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY

The University of the State of New York
RE_GENTS HIGH SCHOQL EXAMINATION

- ENGLISH

E Thursday, August 12, 1999—8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only
SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE - ..
Mechanics of Rating o

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1) 3 (7) 2
(2 2 (8) 2
(3) 1 (9) 1
4) 1 (10) 4 -
(5) 2 (11) 4
(6) 3 (12) 1

(13) 1
(14) 2
(15) 1
(16) 4
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Anchor Level 6-A

Quality Commentary
The response: — ;

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of how communications technology is affecting personal
serenity. The response makes insightful connections between the elements of
Featherling’s speech and the student's view of the extent to which technology should
be utilized. : :

Development Develops ideas fully by using a variety of details from Featherling’s speech, referring
ta-his specific concerns about, and-also his acceptance of, the_ever increasing techno- -
stranglehold. T o

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the impact of technology on society. The
response makes skillful use of transitions to introduce Dale Featherling’s views in the
third paragraph. The clear, concise conclusion merges-the information from the
speech with the student’s viewpoint. . - :

Language Use | Uses stylistically sophisticated language that is precise and engaging (lust for |
accessibility, hyperspeed cyberreality) with a notable sense of voice. The response
occasionally loses audience awareness with lofty words and phrases (axiam,. linguist
extraordinaire). The sentence structure is varied to enhance meaning. - -

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, including appropriate use of commas,
dashes and quotation marks, with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated |:
language. . : . S o .

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat
weaker in the appropriateness of language for the audience. - B -
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Anchor Paper — Part A—Level 6 - A
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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality

Commentary -
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text’s concern with the proliferation of
communications technology. The response makes clear-and explicit connections to
the speech (Society is overcome, as William Safire states, with the “rage for
reachability*). S A T . :

Development

Dévelops some ideas more fully than others (This progress has ~... endangered
people’s lives). The response uses some references to the text (rage for reachability,
need to be fully accessible); however, it concentrates them all at the beginning of
paragraph 2, which makes them seem redundant. .

Organization

Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the._side effects of becoming overly reliant

‘on communications technology. The response uses a clear transition at the beginning

of paragraph 2 in order to establish the focus (Although these technological advances
seem great there is a negative side.) The concluding paragraph uses appropriate
transitions to smoothly sum up the content of the speech and the viewpoint of the
student (Perhaps ..., Maybe one day ..., For now, however). . . .

Language Use

Uses fluent and original language (Society is overcome, most decidedly) that is
appropriate for the audience and purpose. The response varies sentence structure
(When one thinks of ..., Modern technology is used everywhere.) to control rhythm
and pacing. "

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation
(using dashes and commas concurrently) and pronoun/antecedent agreement

(someone ... their).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 4-B

Quality Commentary 7~ - - -
The response: ' :

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the speech with the exception of taking
| Featherling’s references to playing a Came Boy in the Sistine Chapel literally. The
response makes clear and explicit connections to the speech, referring to many of
Featherling’s specific points (Certain people do not think that the noises of tech-
nology fit into our natural surroundings ..., watching of a sunset in peace ..., need for
privacy ...). : ) -

Development Develops some ideas (the need for communication, communications technology as a |
status symbol, technological noises versus natural noises, the need for privacy) using
specific and relevant details from the text more fully than others (Featherling states a
phrase ...”having none is paradise,” referring to a phone).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on technology’s impact on contemporary life.
The response uses transitions (Featherling also discussed ..., privacy is also an issue)
to exhibit a logical sequence of ideas. : -

Language Use | Relies on basic vocabulary (by having one of these objects) and some imprecise
language (involved itself in an evolutionary process). The response occasfMRally p-
makes effective use of sentence structure, but with uneven success (We see the effects | .
of communication every day and every day communication effects us also).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in pronoun-antecedent |
agreement (everyone ... their), spelling (mobil phones), and paragraphing that do not | °
hinder comprehension. ' o

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat |
stronger in organization and somewhat weaker in language. o '
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Anchor Level 3-A

Quality Commentary : SRR
.The response: :

- " -

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the speech which is somewhat overstated
(Communication verses “Sanity” which do you choose for everyday life? Many
technological advances are as he feels dangerous). The response makes implicit
connections between the speech and task (technology is taking away a lot of the
peacefulness in the world).

Development * | Develops ideas briefly by describing Featherling’s basic philosophy on communica-
tions technology. The response uses some details from the speech to develop
Featherling’s viewpoint (no one ... need(s) to be reached 24 hours a day, acess
adiction, the off/on switch for the ringer on his telephone, leave a message on his
machine). .

Organization Establishes a focus in paragraph 1 on the impact of communications technology on
| everyday life (Mobile phones, faxes, pagers and cordless phones are, in the eyes of a
lot of people, considered a nessecity to everyday life). The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure which includes some internal inconsistencies in paragraph 2.
The phrase He feels that technology is taking away a lot of the peacefulness in the
world has no relevance to the rest of the paragraph.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (a lot of people) with some awareness of audience (Which 1
) is more important to you?). The response demonstrates some awkwardness in syntax
(as in when a person). The sentence structure and length sometimes vary, with
uneven success. : h

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting errors in spelling (verses, sence, accesability,
nessecity, cordlelss, importand), incorrect use of quotation marks (“his favorite
technology ...”), and a sentence fragment (Unless in line ...) that do not hinder
comprehension, '

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria at Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a basic understanding of the task. The response describes communications
technology as a great privilage and asset to todays ... society. In paragraph 2, the
writer makes one implicit connection between Dale Featherling’s point of view and
the task. - :

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using a Tew details from Featherling’s speech (He later stated *I
like the sound of silence”, ... most of these gadets are unnescary). The response does
not provide enough specific details to develop ideas from the speech.

Organization

Establishes a focus in the title of the article, (Communications Technology, a daily
distraction). The response exhibits a rudimentary.structure which includes a brief
description of communications technology, a second paragraph introducing Dale
Featherling’s point of view, and a conclusion in which the writer briefly states his
point of view. : : .

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary with some awareness of audience and purpose. The

response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure with uneven success (But is
it all nessacary, | listened to a speacher).

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control exhibiting errors that hinder comprehension: a run-on

sentence in paragraph 2, and frequent spelling errors (privilage, buisy, nessacary,.

practicle). -

Conclusion: Overall, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1-B ' o
Quality ~ Commentary SRR ! .
The response: : A e o T , : g
Meaning Provides no evidence of understanding. The response minimally discusses the
benefits of technology. . \ _ L : ¢
Development Is minimal, with vague references to details in Featherling’s speech (phone, caller | :

1.D., computers).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus (/f technology was neve upgraded from the time we first
discovered things). The response is limited to a single fparagraph which has a very
weak beginning (Technology is upgraded every so often) and no evidence of a
conclusion. e

Language Use | Uses language that is unsuitable for a newspaper article. The response exhibits
changes in persona that are confusing and inappropriate to the task.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control of the conventions, with a sentence fragment, the
omission of apostrophes (whos, your), and incorrect verb tense (have also came).

Conclusion: Overall, the response is a Level 1 with evident weaknesses in meaning,
development, and organization. -
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Anchor Level 1-A . , o S

Quality Commentary
The response: o

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding with vague references to
communications technology (seen as rude or attention getting). The concluding | .
sentence makes an unclear reference to the situation and is confusing. :

Development Is minimal, with a hint at positive and negative impacts of technology. ;

Organization Shows no focus and suggests only minimal organization, with a vague introduction
to the impact of communications technology on contemporary life.

Language Use Uses imprecise and basic language (The way [ look at it, it is hard to figure out). The
~ response shows little awareness of how to use language to achieve an effect.

Conventions | Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. The response demonstrates i
a lack of control of conventions, exhlbmng errors in sentence construction, the | !
incorrect form of its, omission of the s in disturbance, and a spelling error (emmense). |

Conclusion: Overall, the minimal response best fits the criteria for Level 1. N
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Anchor Level 2-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the speech. The response refers to a few of
Featherling’s ideas but makes unclear or unwarranted connections to the task.

Development Is largely undeveloped, with only vague ideas concerning Dale Featherling’s view on
communications technology (/ go along with a lot of them but not all). - *.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus on the effects of technology on our lives. The response

attempts to use paragraphing but fails to establish a logical flow of ideas. The
minimal conclusion is unfocused.

Language Use | Relies on basic vocabulary that shows no awareness of the appropriate audience,
although there is some hint at a purpose (Communications technology ... is annoying
and not needed). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to
achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control in conventions, exhibiting errors such as omitting or
adding apostrophes incorrectly (sometime’s, its), a run-on sentence in paragraph 1,
punctuation errors, and some misspellings that hinder comprehension. '

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is slightly stronger in |
language and conventions. : :
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Anchor Level 6-A ..

A 3?‘{'""--“ v

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents through a discussion of the factors
affecting thermal comfort. The response makes insightful connections between the
documents and the task by applying those factors to practical suggestions for school
(dress Ttode, cool gym, school renovations). B o

Development

Fully develops all key ideas, using relevant data from the tables (clo-values of sweaters
and slacks, mets produced by typical school activities) and explanations from the text
(underlying principles regarding drafts and radiant temperature).

Organization

Maintains a clear focus on factors affecting thermal comfort and the application of
those factors in school buildings. The response is logically structured, discussing two
personal factors, then two environmental factors. Coherence is maintained not only
through obvious transitional devices (a second personal factor, furthermore), but also
through more subtle means such as the effective repetition of key words (windows in

paragraph 8). - - .

Language Use

Is sophisticated, using language that is precise (conspicuously’ display posters
depicting articles of clothing). Long, complex sentences are well-controlled, and
occasional short sentences are used to enhance meaning (This is false.).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Quality

Commentary
The response: T

Meaning

Conveys a thorough understanding of the text and tables. using information from
both to explain the factors that affect thermal comfort, and making practical
suggestions to the school board. :

> sl

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others. For example, the response contains no
details from Table 2 in its discussion of activities. However, the response develops
the idea of clo-values using specific and relevant details from both text and table
(including original evaluation of two clothing combinations), as well as discussing
thoroughly the house-tightening steps.

Organization

Maintains the focus established in the introduction (that other measures be tried
before the temperature is increased) and connects ideas -with transitions (another,
since) which help create a logical and coherent structure. -

Language Use

Uses language fluently, but occasionally uses entire sentences from the text. The tone
and point of view are inconsistent (If you feel.the cold you must dress appropriately
and since the school board has asked for feedback).

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors.

Conclusion: Overall, this response best fits the criteria for Level 5,"although it is somewhat
weaker in language use.
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Anchor Level 4-B o T e -

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of both documents The response connects the
documents and task by offering practical suggestions for increasing thermal comfort in
school (a winter dress code and students should be kept active).

Development Develops ideas from the text more fully than ideas from the tables. Two paragraphs
discussing draft control are elaborated with details from the text (house tightening and
curtains), but the brief paragraphs about clothing and activity allude to the tables
without mentioning the relevant details of clo-values or mets. .

Organization Establishes a clear and appropriate focus in the first paragraph (a few simple changes
will save the district money on heating bills) and maintains that focus. The ideas are
logically arranged, and transitions are used approprnately wuthm (that is, however) and
between (another, finally) paragraphs.

Language Use | Uses language that is appropriate but not particularly fluent (perform house-
tightening, putting weather stripping on the windows). Sentences are occaanmlly *
varied but not always successful, as in the final sentence of paragraph 3. An
appropriate business-like tone predommates o . _ ] '

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in usage (If a student
then they) and punctuation (omitted comma after however in paragraph 4) which do |
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities,.
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Anchor Level 3-B :
Quality | Commentary
The response: T
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents and task by making recommenda-

tions regarding clothing, activity, and draft reduction.

Development Develops ideas briefly using a list of clothing and a suggestion for activity (do some
exercize before the class begins). The response alludes to the tables (turtle necks,
socks, and sweaters from Table 1, and writing from Table 2), but does not refer to -
them directly, nor does it address the idea of clo-values. The response's references to ’
heavy sheets and getting sick are unjustified by the text.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on how to keep the cost down on heat in the school.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, with sections on clothing,
activities, and drafts, although the sections are not smoothly connected.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary. The response shows some awareness of audience through
the use of imperative sentences (Tell the students). Sentences vary in structure but are
sometimes unsuccessful (Coats could also be worn in school, if they want to).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control of conventions with occasional errors in spelling
(writting activity's) and a lack of indentation. ' ‘

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
weaker in development and stronger in organization.
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Quality Commentary
The response: T

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the task by stating that the Board of Education
- should be worried about the students and not the heating costs. The response alludes
to the text by mentioning clothing and drafts, but contains no specific reference to
the tables. The response does not make effective use of the allusions to complete the
task.

Development Hints at ideas that are vague (adjusting the heat to one temperature in the winter), or
: unjustified (winter conditions inside the school). The idea of reducing the amount of
air that comes through the doors remains undeveloped.

Organization Suggests a focus (there are some ways they could keep heating costs down) but lacks
organization. The response is a single paragraph, lacking any transitions.

Language Use | Reveals little awareness of audience (speaking about rather than addressing the board
of education) or how to use language and sentence structure to achieve effectsaThe |@.
Board can tell the school to keep the heat in the schools at one temperature for the
winter months).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting errors in capitalization (But), spelling
(tempeture), usage (cloths for clothes), and run-on sentences (see last sentence).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 1-A

Quality ) Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding the text. The response refers to heat and
cost but does not allude to any of the documents, nor does it recommend ways to
keep heating costs down.

Development Is minimal. Vague ideas are dealt with in single sentences.

Organization Shows no focus and no organization. The ideas on heating costs and comfort do not
seem to be connected to each other.

Language Use | Uses language that is imprecise, incoherent, and illogical (We would like it, it is
possible for you to change the cost of the heating bills).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting errors in punctuation (Dear Board of |
Education | am, We would like it, if)y and agreement (When the heating costs goes | .
up). The response contains a fragment (To make our school comfortable for ustol 74
work in). o

Conclusion: Overall, this response best fits the criteria for Level 1.
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Anchor Level 2-C v T

Quality Commentary R
The response: ' '

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents by contradicting a major-
premise (that air temperature is the only factor affecting comfort) and making |.
.unwarranted connections to the task (/ th/nk to turn the thermestat up is the most |
logical reason).

Development Is largely undeveloped, using vague and unjustified references to the documents (or {
an increase in radiant heat would be another likely measure). The response mgntions, ; .
ideas about drafts and school activity, but fails to elaborate (Seal drafts and have more |,
school activity). '

T TS

Organization Establishes but fails to maintain an appropriate focus (cut heatlng costs of schools).
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure of introduction, body, and conclusion,

but includes irrelevant mformatlon (To apply this method just use hand and turn
thermostat up).

. . .
A B S

| Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for-a letter to the board of education |°
' (It will be fun, and really really radical).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting errors in mechanics and punctuation (doesnt)
- { that do not hinder comprehensaon Due to the brevity of the response, however,
assessment of conventions is unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.




