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Anchor Level 5-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of both texts, but clarity is weakened by the
two-pronged controlling idea (The mother and daughter relationship is the tightest
bond that two women can have and it functions to sustain their deepest fear and
loves). Connections are implied (In Passage 1, the daughter has learned partially who
her Mom is, other than a mom. In Passage I, one could abuse the other without fear
of loosing her, so the saftey was there. That is, a feeling of safety within a relationship
is necessary to a strong bond.)

Development

Includes specific evidence from the text. Development is somewhat lacking in clarity
and consistency in, for example, the discussion of the relationship between items in
the “little room” and the mother’s identity. Literary elements (rhythm and tone) are
alluded to, but not elaborated upon.

Organization

Maintains somewhat the dual focus in examining the qualities necessary to and
characteristics of the mother-daughter relationship. Transitions are weak, and some

paragraphs include multiple topics (e.g., paragraph 3).

Language Use

Is primarily fluent, though sometimes colloquial (e.g., stuff) or imprecise (use of
sustain in paragraph 1). Language is somewhat lacking in originality, relying heavily
on quoted material. Varied sentence structure and length contribute to an even
rhythm.

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling
(knowlege, seperated, dilema) and punctuation of possessives and quoted material.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in meaning and development.
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Anchor Level 3-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding as revealed in a controlling idea
that states the obvious (There are different kinds of mother-daughter relationships) and
unsupportable statements about Passage 1. The response misinterprets the daughter’s
fears as curiosity and asserts that the daughter admired her mother’s unfulfilled
dreams and wanted to fulfill her mother’s dreams. -

Development

Is incomplete and unjustified, repeating the idea that the daughter (in Passage ) is not
like her mother but wants to be and stating that the daughter loves her mother not for
what she is, but for what she wanted to be. The discussion of Passage Il, in which the
daughter is like her mother but does not want to be, is more accurate but still at the
level of generality. Discussion of specific events and literary elements is missing.

Organization

Establishes a tentative focus and exhibits a rudimentary structure by introducing the
idea of differences in the opening paragraph, hinting at those differences in the two
plot summaries that follow, and clarifying what the differences are in the final
paragraph.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary and sentence structure that tends toward choppiness.
Some expressions (what the mother hadn’t dreamed to do, Janet can relate with her)
show an imprecise use of language.

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in use of the possessive
(mothers dreams) and inconsistent verb tense (The mother told ... The daughter talks)
that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
weaker in meaning and development and somewhat stronger in conventions.

e,
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Anchor Level 4-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Reveals a basic understanding of the texts by addressing the notion of mother-
daughter relationships as both complex and mysterious, and making a few connec-
tions between that notion and the ideas in the passages. For Passage I, complexity
and mystery are represented by the mother’s real world and her dream world. For
Passage I, the response implies a connection between complexity and relationships
that are at times supportive and at times neglecting.

Development

Develops ideas briefly, relying on plot summary in the discussion of Passage I, and
includes a statement that is unjustified by the text (the writer cannot seem to follow
in Momma'’s footsteps as a carefree dreamer). A narrow, but more relevant, range of
evidence from the text is used to develop the discussion of Passage Il. The response
makes no reference to literary elements or techniques.

Organization

Does' not sustain the focus on complexity and mystery established in the introduc-
tion. The response follows a logical progression (introduction, Passage |, Passage II,
conclusion). However, in the discussion of Passage I, the connection between ideas
is unclear. The concluding paragraph attempts to return to the stated focus but
generalizes beyond the text.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally fluent and appropriate for a literary essay. Varied
sentence structure and length contribute to a fluid rhythm and are occasionally
effective, as in the last sentence of paragraph 3.

Conventions

pE .

Demonstrates control of the conventions, with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in meaning and development and somewhat stronger in language and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2-B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding by addressing only one text and, for that text,
addressing only the incident at the dance. The response describes how the relation-
ship is like a competition, establishing a connection with real rocky, but only
suggests how it was real solid by personal commentary.

Development Remains largely undeveloped, relying on generalizations, questions (So how ... retaili-
ate?), and personal response.

Organization Hints at some organization in the opening statement but loses it by referring first to

two passages and then discussing the passage. Although there is a sense of closure in
the concluding paragraph, the closing line shifts from what little focus the introduc-
tion provides. -

Language Use

Uses basic vocabulary but exhibits a lack of audience awareness in its use of
colloquial language (to top it off, it’s like I said, is beyond me).

Conventions

Seems to demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation
and spelling (retailiate, thoug), but the brevity of the response may make assessment
of the conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in use of conventions.
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Anchor Level 1-A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of the student’s having understood either passage. The
assertions that both passages include caring towards a mother, that the relationship
depicted in Passage | is strong and the relationship in Passage Il is reality is insulffi-
cient evidence of having read much more than the task itself.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond opinion (The relationship ... is
... perhaps too strong) and generalization (makes everything sound “sugar coated”).

Organization Suggests some movement toward the conclusion that Both characters loved their
mothers. However, even the rudimentary structure (Passage 1, Passage 2, Both
passages) seems more focused on the opinion that no one has a “perfect” relation-

ship.

Language Use Is minimal, therefore making assessment unreliable. The statement Personally, | could
care less displays a lack of audience awareness.

Conventions Exhibits sentence errors in the first three lines, but the minimal response.makes !
assessment of the conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it may be
somewhat stronger in the area of organization.
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Anchor Paper — Part B—Level 6 - A

Anchor Level 6-A

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Interprets the critical lens in a way that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis,
asserting that literature can provide readers with the opportunity to learn from
characters who have faced worse problems than their own. The response uses this
understanding of literature to insightfully analyze The Scarlet Letter (in which Hester’s
patience and strength overcome Dimmesdale’s sin and Chillingworth’s desire for
revenge) and Ironweed (in which Francis Phelan is haunted by his mistakes from the
past).

Development

Develops ideas clearly and fully, using a judicious selection of evidence to support
the assertion that / can learn from [characters in literature]. Discussion of setting (in
The Scarlet Letter), flashback (in Ironweed), and theme (in both works) is incorporated
skillfully into the discussion.

Organization

Maintains the focus on learning from characters’ actions established in the opening
paragraph. The response exhibits a logical and coherent progression of thought, and
the discussions of setting and flashback are placed for maximum effectiveness. The
conclusion skillfully reinforces the emphasis on learning from the mistakes and
triumphs of characters found in literature.

Language Use

| Is stylistically sophisticated throughout, bringing personal meaning to the critical lens

while also providing a reasoned analysis of the texts. Language is precise (the harsh
social environment, civilizing rules and restrictions), and engaging (the bleak
jailhouse and searing sunlight of the scaffold; her wronged husband, the aptly named
Chillingworth). Varied sentence structures contribute to a fluid rhythm and often

enhance meaning (On the brink of adulthood, at the turn of the century, | hsxe my.

choices to make.)

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 on all qualities.
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Anchor Paper — Part B—Level 5 - B

Anchor Level 5-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens, indicating that if literature is
vivid enough, we will live it through the characters, and gain life experience. The
response applies this understanding of literature to the lessons learned from reading
Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter (that in order to attain self forgiveness, we must
confess our sins) and Poe’s “The Black Cat” (to control our temper and not to lead
your life on impulse).

Development

Develops some ideas more fully than others, providing clear and specific references to
lessons learned in reading The Scarlet Letter, but less specificity in the discussion of
Poe’s short story. Discussion of the authors’ craft (Hawthorne’s sense of strictness,
criticism of [an unforgiving] society, and symbolism; Poe’s gloomy style and use of
flashback and point of view) is relevant but similarly unbalanced in treatment.

Organization

Maintains the focus on experience gained vicariously that is established in the
opening lines. The response exhibits a generally logical structure, although references
to the authors’ other works are sometimes intrusive. Appropriate transitional devices
show relationships between ideas, and summary statements inserted at key points in
the discussion help maintain coherence.

Language Use

Uses language that is generally fluent and original, although structures are occasion-
ally awkward (which we can see great examples of), redundant (more vivid ..zvery
vivid ... vividly portrayed) or colloquial (they weren't too great on forgiveness). Varied
sentence structures contribute to an even pacing.

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, except for the consistent misspelling of
“Scarlet” and the overuse of commas in complex sentences.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 4-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens and connects the established
criteria (things that | have not experienced and most likely won't in the future) with
Native Son and 1984 through a discussion of the effects of social conditions on
characters depicted in those two works.

Development

Develops ideas briefly, using some specific evidence about setting (the North in the
50’s) and plot (greusome murder of a white woman) to support observations about
social conditions ( the supression that had been inflicted on negroes) and theme
(weaknesses and strengths of man vs. the inhuman and massive powers of war and
totalitarianism). However, many references to the texts are vague (the white woman
had actually been murdered by her own hand; the society and government that reins
above him).

Organization

Maintains a focus (things I am unlikely to experience in the future) through a
discussion of hostile social conditions. The response exhibits a logical sequence of
ideas by presenting, for each work, a description of the conditions, an acknowledge-
ment of the work’s capacity to convey a sense of the situation, and a claim that the
work is, nonetheless, unable to substitute for the experience.

Language Use

Uses appropriate language, with word choice that is sometimes effective (horrific and
graphic), sometimes redundant (the actual reality of it). Complex sentences are
sometimes unclear (We have driven the negroes too far, driven them to the point that
it has come back to haunt us, but unfortunately, not soon enough.)

Conventions

Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting only occasional errors
(greusome; reins for reigns).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in development and language use and stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3-B

Quality

Commentary
The response:

Meaning

Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (people read so they can
experience something as close to living though it as possible) and suggests criteria for
analyzing the chosen texts (an unspecified Elliot Roosevelt novel and The Cat Who ...
books), although connections between criteria and texts remain superficial (While |
am reading them though, | feel like that).

Development

Is largely undeveloped. The response refers only vaguely to the texts (observing Mrs
Roosevelt and the Secret Service solve each of murders, enormous wealth, huge
homes, and two cats).

Organization

Establishes a focus (When I read novels, | feel that | am the main character or at least
am observing the story in that time period) but provides too little material to maintain
it. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure: an introduction consisting of an
interpretation and personal response, a discussion of two works in support of that
interpretation, and’a conclusion which restates the interpretation.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary. Sentences vary somewhat in structure, but are not always
successful. For example, there is redundancy (In the Elliot Roosevelt novels that | read
... the murders in the different books).

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (loose for lose) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
weaker in development and stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2-B
Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (possibly based on a misreading
of the task guidelines, second bullet). The response uses this interpretation (some
literature has disagreements) to analyze Romeo and Jjuliet and To Kill a Mockingbird.

Development Develops idea of disagreement briefly, relying primarily on plot summaries. The
response identifies the disagreement in each work.

Organization Suggests a focus (disagreements in literature) which is inappropriate not only because

it is based on a faulty interpretation, but also because it is too broad to maintain. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with separate paragraphs for each plot
summary.

Language Use

Uses language that is imprecise (two works of literature that had something
disagreeing in there life) or colloquial (an evil guy, did something weird to him). The
response consists largely of .a series of simple sentences awkwardly strung together
with and or so.

Conventions

Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in usage (two works of
literature | have chose about; Juliet and him got into an argument) and occasional
errors in spelling (planed), punctuation, and proofreading (so drink for some drink)
that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits some criteria for both levels 2 and 3, overall, it best
fits the criteria for Level 2.
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Anchor Level 1-A

Quality Commentary
The response:
Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens, implying a meaning (truly
understanding what an experience ... could feel like) but also labeling it irrelevant.
Development Is minimal. The response fails to apply the lens to, or even specify, two works of
literature.
Organization Suggests some organization. For example, the second sentence begins by disagreeing

with the lens, then offers a concrete example (you lost someone close to you) and
examines that example through the lens. However, the response presents too little
material to establish a focus.

Language Use

Relies on basic vocabulary and, in part, on the language of the task and guidelines.
The second sentence is very long, but not altogether successful. The response’s
brevity (only three sentences) makes assessment unreliable.

Conventions

Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors, such as omitted commas,
that do not hinder comprehension. However, the response’s brevity makes assessment
unreliable.

Conclusion: The response fits criteria from Levels 1 and 2. The absence of any references to
texts automatically places the score at Level 1.
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