
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Wednesday, August 13, 2003— 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  4 (7)  4
(2)  2 (8)  1
(3)  1 (9)  2
(4)  4 (10)  3
(5)  2 (11)  2
(6)  3 (12)  3

(13)  1
(14)  2
(15)  2
(16)  3
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, through a judicious selection of Walton’s rules for

running a profitable business. The response makes insightful connections between the task and
text by applying these rules to creating a successful fund-raising campaign.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant and specific details to
elaborate Walton’s ideas, including communication (In keeping with Walton’s suggestion … I
propose passing out “idea-sheets”), motivation (each fund-raising group … will complete
against one another), and appreciation (The group that raises the Most money will get a special
prize).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on using Walton’s ideas in a fund-raising campaign and
exhibits a logical and coherent structure, beginning with a statement of purpose (paragraph
one), then providing an overview of Walton’s account, followed by two paragraphs describing
ways Walton’s ideas will be applied. The response makes skillful use of appropriate devices
and transitions within (as well as) and between (First of all) paragraphs.

Language Use Uses language that is stylistically sophisticated, precise, and engaging (Spirit rallies will be
held … for the ultimate goals) with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and
purpose (I hereby propose some fund-raising ideas that will motivate students and encourage
them). The response varies sentence length and structure to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating I have drawn on the strategies of Sam Walton,

then incorporating selected strategies into a proposal for a fund-raising campaign. The response
makes insightful connections to the task (open to suggestion … what kind of fund-raising
activities, use … profits to recognize student achievement, supply a product or service that
people really wanted).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, using a wide range of details to elaborate on several of
Walton’s principles, including commitment (that enthusiasion will spread), communication
(“The more they understand, the more they care”), and celebrating successes (“loosen up” and
“have fun”).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on employing Walton’s ideas in a fund-raising plan.
The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from a general statement of
purpose through the specific application of several strategies, making effective use of
transitions (Another strategy, Perhaps the most important, Finally).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (launch some high-energy projects, plans and progress
via the morning announcements, unspoken hierarchy) with an evident awareness of audience
and purpose. The response varies sentence length and structure to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a though understanding of the text, identifying a variety of Walton’s strategies to

employ in our own upcoming fund-raising campaign. Connections to the task are generally
clear and explicit (We need everyone to participate and I suggest a little bit of competition).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses Walton’s ideas (“swim
upstream” and “satisfaction guaranteed”) to discuss what should be sold. The ideas of passion,
commitment, and motivation are less well developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on applying Walton’s strategies to the fund-raising
campaign, exhibiting a generally logical sequence of ideas, with each paragraph combining like
ideas from the text, and the conclusion unifying the task. The response includes appropriate
devices and transitions (but in reality, as stated in rule seven, Hopefully, in the end).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (a world apart, our collective goal, spur our
fund-raising, keep a running tally), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The
response varies sentences to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (similiarities)
and usage (alot).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text and the task stating some of Walton’s main ideas

… can be applied to the fund-raising program in our class. The response makes explicit
connections to the task (Walton has some ideas on how to develop … loyalty and passion).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response develops the idea of hard work with
relevant details from the text (Rewards, motivation, appreciation). Product satisfaction is less
developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on using Walton’s ideas to create a very lucrative …
fund-raising business. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the
need for a successful fund-raising effort, and then proposing ways in which to accomplish this
goal. Appropriate transitional devices are used (As you know, In researching ideas, We also
need).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent, although occasionally imprecise (We need a product that
we can … confide in), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies
structure and length of sentences successfully (I understand … in our class).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (unconscience and
Noone), punctuation (Rewards, 1st), and preposition use (rules to developing), and also a
misplaced modifier (business, though environmentally unconscience, Wal-Mart).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, presenting some of Walton’s creative and

innovative business stratgis. Explicit connections are made to the task (you must work hard and
get the students … to love their work).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response discusses the importance of Walton’s
ideas for successful fund-raising activities: teamwork (start with the class officeis), competition
(Maybe we should introduce a prize), and appreciation (make sure we are fully grateful to
everyone).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on a new look on fund-raising. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the importance of Sam Walton’s strategies for fund-
raising, then using appropriate transitions to present main ideas (in order to be successful, In
addition, Finally).

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate with evident awareness of audience and purpose (we
can have the greatist fund-raising year so far). The response occasionally makes effective use
of sentence length (This method proved beneficial for Wal-Mart).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (stratgis, officeis, closly),
punctuation (Finally I), and usage (you must .… We should) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, identifying Walton’s business strategies. The

response makes clear and explicit connections to the task by applying these strategies to a fund-
raising campaign.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. Some of Walton’s strategies (partnership,
controlling expenses, swimming upstream) are developed with relevant examples. Other
strategies (“committment”, “share all profits”, “motivate”) are listed with little elaboration.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on using Walton’s business stategies for a successful …
fund-raising effort. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through the use of
appropriate devices and transitions within paragraphs (By becoming partners, First of all, Next,
Finally, not only … but also), although transitions between paragraphs are lacking.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (the structure of a
graduating class), with some awareness of audience and purpose (I hope that you agree).
Sentences are generally effective.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (committment and
exceding), punctuation (missing commas), and grammar (everyone … our … we) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and organization.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic and sometimes unclear understanding of the text (If only part of the class is

motivated, the fundraiser will be more productive). Connections to the task are generally clear.
Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses relevant details from Walton’s

strategies to discuss the need for communication (listen to everyone, including the ones who
think your going about it all wrong). The discussion of motivation and celebration are
developed largely through generalizations.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on improving the upcoming fundraiser by applying the
thoughts and strageties of Sam Walton. The response generally exhibits a logical sequence of
ideas, but is weakened by the lack of internal transition especially in paragraph 2.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, although sometimes imprecise (excess benefits) and
informal (in sync). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure
(Motivation, communication and celebration are key to making it a success).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting errors in spelling (strageties, buisness, congradulated,
incorperating), punctuation, capitalization (in sync. the whole), grammar (you …celebrate …
our failures and it cost), and usage (your for “you’re”) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, proposing Sam Walton’s business strategies be used

to shed some light on our campaign. Connections to the task are implicit (His principles one
through seven all give us ways to do this).

Development Briefly develops the concepts of customer relations; going against conservative, mainstream
tactics; and learning from the fund-raising experience, using some details from the text.
However, seven of Walton’s rules are stated, without elaboration.

Organization Maintains a generally appropriate focus (Walton’s principles … could make us more effective
fund-raisers). Ideas flow logically, following the sequence of the text. The response makes use
of some appropropriate transitions (hopefully, not only … but also, in the end). However, listing
Walton’s principles in one sentence creates internal inconsistency.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate (helpful suggestions and how much we truly value),
although occasionally awkward (will be at the least … effective towards), with some awareness
of audience and purpose. The response attempts to vary sentence structure with uneven success
(For an overall “healthy” environment … some interesting hints).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation and
agreement (we should … you appreciate) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, identifying some of Walton’s idias and strategese.

Connections to the task are generally implicit (I have a good plan).
Development Develops some ideas briefly, using details from the text (owner of the wordls largest retial

stores, communicate … the more they know, apprisiate everything), although development is
sometimes vague (If no one is having fun I will have to do something to make it fun).

Organization Establishes a focus in the opening paragraph on a plan … to run a succesfull … campian, but
does not maintain that focus. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but the lengthy
second paragraph contains several unconnected ideas. The conclusion, while attempting to
return to the focus, is somewhat overstated.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (good plan, going to run it, almost anyhing) with some awareness of
audience and purpose. The response attempts to vary sentence structure with uneven success.
(Sam Waltons rule that I found very true and realistic … and they will return).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (retial, idias, succesfull,
exied) and punctuation that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating a must is work hard and build a team, then

enumerating Walton’s ten rules. The response makes few connections between the task and text
(They are all easy to do, the campaign is like a business, If the contributers see you working
hard).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at some ideas (Day by day Challenge your team and
Telling someone they did a good job will make them want to do it again) and makes reference to
Walton’s ten rules, but no application of the rules to the fund-raiser is developed.

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus (A successful fund-raising campaign can be astablished with
Sam Walton’s business strategies), but provides too little evidence to maintain that focus. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with ideas closely following the sequence of the text.
The conclusion attemps to return to the original focus, but does not effectively summarize the
response.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (You need a team that works together, Make everything interesting,
make everyone happy) with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response relies on
simple sentences, occasionally attempting to vary sentence structure with uneven success (they
will want to give your campaign money over others).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (astablished, committ,
Apprecaite, Cellebrate, hummor, Guarenteed, expences) and punctuation (missing commas),
and occasional errors in grammar (rules … is and taken serious) and usage (to for “too”) that
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating Sam Walton … has some great strategies.

The response makes a superficial connection to the task in the opening sentence, and again in
the conclusion (If we use these ideas we can have a succesful fundraising campaign).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas from the text (you need to work hard and
You need to form a team) and refers to Walton’s ten rules, but elaborates on none.

Organization Suggests a focus in the final sentence. The rudimentary structure is comprised of one paragraph
enumerating Walton’s ten rules, but no application of the rules to the task is made.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (Sam Walton who is a business man) with little awareness of
audience and purpose. The response relies heavily on simple sentences using you as the subject.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (succesful) and frequent
errors in punctuation (missing end punctuation, commas, and apostrophes) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, identifying some of Walton’s ideas (you Must create

a team of people. You Should Break Some of the Rules … Sam Walton had 10 Rules for
Building a Business) although some information from the text is confused (he Challenged his
own Rules he fough them But Respected them). Connections to the task are unclear (In order to
be a successful planner you must want to work hard).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the text are vague (He had
to start adopting to New principles And partnership), irrelevant (a town of 50,000 can’t support
a store), or unjustified (Swim upstream … Be prepared for people to pull you down).

Organization Suggests a focus on how Walton’s business strategies would contribute to a succeessful fund-
raising campaign, and suggests some organization through the use of paragraphing and some
transitions. However, paragraphs generally contain unconnected ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (covered all principles and can’t just keep going just keep on
over riding the Rules), with some vocabulary extracted from the situation (paragraph 1). The
response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences effectively.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (purposal, alot, fough,
succedd), punctuation, capitalization, and usage (don’t never) that make comprehension
difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a generally inaccurate understanding of the text, misinterpreting Walton’s rules and

business strategies (he makes rules up to keep him on task and ready for the unexpected). The
single connection to the task is unclear (Thinking of strategies for a successful fund-raising
campaign can be fun and stressful).

Development Is incomplete. The response attempts to develop the ideas of teamwork, motivation, and
listening, but references to the text are vague (Sam said he likes a team that work together,
Motivation play a big role if you want success, the more your partner knows, the more he or she
understands things). The topics of language and organization are taken from the task guidelines.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization, dividing the response into an
introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion. However, connections within and between
paragraphs are lacking.

Language Use Uses language that is generally imprecise (Team work makes a good team … what he or she do)
and clichéd (A team that works together stays together). The response reveals little awareness
of how to use sentences effectively (Sam said he likes a team that work together, and hard
work).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (awearness, helpping,
releave), punctuation (missing commas and apostrophes), grammar (he or she do, Motivation
play, person dont, while you in, person … their), and usage (to for “too”, he or she for “his or
her”, a for “an”, well for “good”) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, stating Sam Walton’s has business which from

this he gain alot of knowledge. Connections to the task are unclear (We also would like to share
of prompt with all your social) and unwarranted (he would be a good fund-raising).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas about building a team and holding fund
raisers, but references to the text are vague (I would like first to start by make a team with hard
worker people and make a sale of food and also make dance).

Organization Suggests a focus on fund-raising, and suggests some organization. The response attempts an
introduction, two supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion; however, each paragraph contains
incomplete ideas, undermining overall coherence.

Language Use Uses language that is generally imprecise (proposal a faculty class and built a fund-raising),
relying on language extracted from the prompt and multiple-choice questions (The speaker also
implies … team building). The response contains some language that is incoherent.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation, the transposition of
nouns and verbs (a successful fund-raising), and errors in verb use (start by make a team and
business is fail) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding. The response discusses plans to raise funds in

terms of doing bake sales, car washes, donations and special events, making no connections
between information in the text and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of textual development. While the response notes the purpose
(When trying to raise money), support is drawn from personal experience.

Organization Suggests a focus on raising money, and suggests some organization through paragraphing and
the use of some transitions (Not only … but also and as well as). However, the single paragraph
contains numerous unconnected ideas, and the conclusion shifts the focus to parental
involvement.

Language Use Uses vocabulary that is basic, with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response
attempts to vary sentence length and structure with uneven success (With donations, I would
just ask those doing the Fund raiser to … go around to local stores).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting errors in spelling (recieve), punctuation, and
preposition use (In which if, off on, As of) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1
because it makes no reference to the text.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding, making only one unclear connection

between the text and task (to have a successful campaign … our class … should take Walmart’s
business strategies).

Development Is minimal. The single reference to the text is unjustified (On his list he didn’t have hard work
and a idea of building A team).

Organization Suggests a focus on a successful campaign, but the remainder of the paragraph does not support
the focus.

Language Use Uses language that is minimal, approaching incoherence (that will not succeed our fund-raising
campaign).

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Part A — Practice Paper – E



[48]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and somewhat weaker in development.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents and the task by making recommendations for a

playground that cover all key ideas. The response makes insightful connections to the task (If
we don’t provide a skateboarding area … a good place to skateboard).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response effectively uses a wide range of relevant and
specific details from the documents, particularly in discussing cover material and
accomodations … for the teenagers (Teens love to use their skateboards but often do so in
public places where they might pose a danger to themselves and others).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the qualities of a successful playground (a safe,
secure hub of activity). The response uses transitions skillfully to connect main arguments
between (For safety, As for the play area itself, Some accommodations … need to be made,
Lastly) and within paragraphs (According to, Since, Also, By encouraging).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (we will want to
include amenities like park benches … so that adults will be encouraged to use the space as
well). The response exhibits a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience (I would
recommend and we should provide). Long, complex sentences are well controlled.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by discussing a plan for a playground that will

successfully contribute to the community. The response makes insightful connections between
the text and the task (A unique feature within the playground, such as a sculpture of a buffalo,
would bring a “sense of identity” to our town, as well as serve to beautify the environment).

Development Clearly and fully develops key ideas of surface materials, child development, and community
needs and benefits. The response uses a wide range of relevant and specific details from the
documents (While it may be a dirtier material than woodchips, it does not compress easily and
does not conceal sharp objects and Our playground should include activities that serve to
increase children’s upper-body strength, as well as equipment to improve their climbing and
balancing skills).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on a safe and satisfying playground. The response
exhibits a logical and coherent structure organizing information into categories of safety via
surface materials; structures promoting physical, creative, and social development; and services
for all the community. Transitions are skillfully used (This playground, aside from providing
for our children, should be built with the whole community in mind; Furthermore; Through
such a plan).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise (In matters of safety, the
construction, as well as the materials used in the playground, play a central role and Such
amenities would enhance the playground’s role). Meaning is enhanced by varied sentence
structures which integrate quoted material and exhibit a sense of voice (I propose that these
material and structural recommendations be incorporated into our playground).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by discussing the key factors necessary to

design and build a community playground. The response makes explicit connections between
the documents and the task, providing specific structural designs needed to construct a safe and
usable community playground.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant details from the text
(window, counter, trains, ships, steering wheels) and the table (Fine gravel … beneath all
structures) to develop playground design and safety.

Organization Maintains a clear focus on constructing a safe, enjoyable, and stimulating community
playground. The response is logically structured, following the organizational pattern
established in the introduction. Transitions are used skillfully (While having fun is essential …
is also important and A playground which incorporates all of these elements).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (these attributes and partake in events) although
occasionally awkward (One third element and Areas … distributed throughout). Sentence
structure is varied and long, complex sentences are well controlled.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with few errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by discussing the characteristics of a safe

and well designed community playground. The response clearly connects the documents and
the task, using information from the table (I … recomend … wood chips) and the text (find the
perfect balance of safety, uniqueness and selection of equipment) for a playground planning
committee report.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using specific details about playground safety
(handicap accessibility and the need to keep vandalism … to a minimum) and design (modular
play structure and a counter) to support playground recommendations.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on community playground design, incorporating safety
features. Ideas are logically sequenced (safety, uniqueness, quality activities, and comfort),
through strong topic sentences (The safety of the equipment should be our most important
concern) and transitions.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (reflection of our community and area
designated) but sometimes imprecise (factoring in all other factors and for the kids). Sentence
structures vary and are well controlled (What makes a good community park and So, do you
want to look like an oridinary community, or do you want to be unique).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with few errors.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning  Conveys a thorough understanding of the text by discussing a playground design allowing for

active … constructive … and social play, and the table by discussing fine gravel as the best
solution for a safe and cost-effective playground surface. The response makes clear connections
to the task by establishing the necessity for a useful design.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, citing relevant and specific details from the text about
playground construction (sand and water, a playhouse, steering wheels), accessibility
(necessary ramps), age appropriateness (two to teenagers), and comfort (a shaded area).
Relevant details from the table are used to develop the element of safety (is not flammable and
can provide protection).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus, recommending a design for a community playground.
Paragraphs are logically sequenced and transitions are achieved through emphatic topic
sentences (To create active play, the playground structure should have pipe and plastic
structures).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and sometimes original (imaginations could run wild from
pretending) with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Please keep … in mind when
reviewing all recommended designs). The response varies structure and length of sentences but
is somewhat flawed by the repetition of should, could and would.

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting errors in punctuation (First of all it) and
agreement (our community … are and a child … they) when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents and task by proposing a big play structure

(ship) in the center of a sandpit. Connections between the documents and task are generally
explicit (a ramp … providing access for the disabled and to prevent vandalism … welcome
adolescents), though a misunderstanding of some playground components (“transaction
interface”) is evident.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The prevention of vandalism is developed using
apropriate details from the text, but the idea of uniqueness is less developed. The response
makes use of supporting detail not found in the documents (monkey bars and picnic tables).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on designing a playscape, but some paragraphs contain
several ideas and the idea of safety recurs in paragraphs 2 and 3.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language (Water will very slowly trickle out of the ship’s sides) with
some awareness of audience and purpose (I’ve developed a playscape that will do this), but
some language is imprecise (will also provide the necissity for social play, trinkets / gadgets,
fall off the ship according to the chart). Attempts at sentence variety are not always successful
(Next you must provide a constructive building setting).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (accessibility
and neccessary), punctuation (childrens’), and usage of prepositions (access to the disabled and
off of).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a basic understanding of the documents, explaining that the proposed “playscape”

will emphasize that “the total environment can contribute to play value.” The response makes
generally clear connections between the documents and the task (To make the playground …
unique and To make the playground safe).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response develops the ways in which
playgrounds can enhance imaginative play (On the ship there will be a variety of controls, a
“transaction interface”, semi-enclosed spaces) and the benefits of the surface material … wood
chips (paragraph 3). Active play needs and assess for the diabled are only briefly mentioned.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on a playground for the community, but lacks internal
consistency. Because the response is organized by source of information (paragraph 2 from the
text; paragraph 3 from the table) rather than by topic, related ideas are sometimes separated
(brief ideas about supervision appear in paragraphs 2 and 3) and distantly related ideas
sometimes appear together (In paragraph 2 active play needs is followed, without transition, by
a sentence about children’s freedom and imagination).

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (provides children to use) with
some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure (The playground will provide the children with the freedom to use their
imagination and be adventurous).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (some where, binoculers,
extremly), comma usage (To make the playground some what unique it will), and usage (Their
for “There”) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents asserting, as the prompt suggests, that the

playground must be safe and must meet the needs of its users. Links to the task are limited to
vague assertions (contribute to a child’s development, grow mentally, shredded tires are the
most effective).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The discussion of safety contains several details
from the table, but discussions of other aspects of playground design blend details from the
documents with unsupported opinions (Climbing and building structures should also be added
and Giving them the sense of a house allows kids to imagine that it is their own).

Organization Establishes a focus on aspects of a play ground which will assure that it will be accessible to all
and meet everyone’s needs. The response follows the organization of the documents, moving
from modular play structures, to social play, to accessibility, and finally to safety; but is
internally inconsistent, making reference to all those who wish to use it, but discussing only one
group.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary with some awareness of audience and purpose (A lot of planning
must go into designing a playground). Some attempts to vary sentence structure result in
sentence errors (What kind of structures would we want, what kind of flooring is the safest).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (decied and saftey),
punctuation (comma use), and pronoun use that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by explaining some things needed for a playground

(safety, exercise, constructive play). The response makes few and sometimes unclear
connections to the task (A playground should also help children to identify their
sourroundings). There is no reference to the table.

Development Develops ideas briefly. Some references to the text are relevant (The play area should be
accessable to every child), while others are vague (the best playing materials are the ones
children build themselves).

Organization Establishes a focus in the second paragraph on a playground to meet the wants of our children.
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure which closely follows the order of the text.
Inconsistencies result from frequent shifts of focus within paragraphs (paragraph 3 shifts from
adult supervision to sourroundings to disabilities and the last paragraph shifts from age to
resting area to a clean bathroom). There is no conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (they love water more than anyone else). The response uses
language that is sometimes imprecise (materials be safe for goods and objects … helps them to
idealize) or unsuitable (sadly so). Attempts to vary sentence structure result in frequent run ons.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Overtime, deaft ect.,
play time) and grammar (adults seems to forget their adoloscent teens mainly because they see
them … when they get involve with all sort of things), and exhibiting occasional errors in
inflectional endings (ensure and involve) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, identifying the components of a playground

(The new playscape … will be for active play, a “place to hang out”, accessible … and … built
for comfort). The response makes few and sometimes unclear connections to the task (Our town
is getting a playscape because its been influenced and persuaded by the local people).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (social play, uniqueness, wheel
chairs, age appropriate, Comfort, Materials … for landscape). Although references to the table
are relevant, references to the text are often vague and repetitive (Comfort in the playgrounds
needs to be suitable, If the children are not comfortable, Comfort is another advantage).

Organization Establishes a focus on the creation of a bigger, safer playground, but loses focus in paragraph 2
(People don’t much to leisure their time on). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure,
largely following the order of topics in the documents (uniqueness, Accessibility, age
appropriate, the table) but includes inconsistencies. Paragraph 3 introduces the topic of
uniqueness and this topic continues in paragraph 4, which abruptly switches to the topic of
accessibility.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (a place of recreation ranging from all ages, for all ethic
groups, will be able to people). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure,
but with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in the use of commas (Though it
has advantages it has disvantages, from this material clothes will get soiled, falling on this
might cause bruises) and apostrophes (thats, its, With adults supervision) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by stating the playground needed is an active -

social play combination. The response makes few connections to the text and only one
connection to the table (Surface materials … of … shredded tires … provide maximum
protection).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas (The playground must also be handicap accessible and
The active-social play design provides the needs of active children), but references to the text
are repetitive and unelaborated.

Organization Establishes a focus on presenting a playground plan and exhibits a rudimentary structure of
three paragraphs for an introduction, body, and conclusion. Transitions are missing or
ineffective (repetition of active-social play).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (I have come to the conclusion and a safe and good way). Sentence
strucures vary somewhat but are not always effective (The active-social play design provides
the needs of active children and with the social combination, if teens want to gather and talk
they can).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (can, also) and
preposition use (protection of falling children and the needs for active children) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, though it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents, recommending several playground

features not in the documents (a pool, food machines, changing areas). The response makes
unwarranted connections to the task (There also should be an area where just infants can play).

Development Is incomplete, hinting at ideas about features and safety (accessible entrance ramps, pool
tables, televisions, bathrooms, and wood chips).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus (playground should be people friendly), but suggests some
organization. The response combines in a single paragraph the need for a playground, safety
features (entrance ramps and wood chips), and comforts (food machines and showers).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, using some imprecise language (drinking fountains with
bathrooms). The response shows little awareness of audience (enjoy your day). Longer
sentences are occasionally effective (Parents should have their own areas where they can
socialize with other parents, and watch their kids at the same time).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (omitting quotation
marks around hang out), paragraphing (omitting indentation for new topic sentence The
playground … as possible), and capitalization (there should and thank you) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (there is alot different types of how to built a

playground) and the table (I recommond if we use grass insted of sand it would be more safety).
The response makes few connections to the task.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague, repetitive (I also
recommond to find a place with enough space to built because we have childrens who uses
wheelchair and for them we need to have enough space), or irrelevant (potential user can find
peace).

Organization Suggests a focus on how to built a playground and suggests some organization through
repetitive transitions (My recommendation for a playground is, I recommond, I also
recommond). Organization is weakened by a conclusion that introduces ideas not covered in the
response (a place where our user come to find fun, freedom and feel comfatable).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (that can be safety or dangers, in taking to childrent to a
doctor, they are not enough mature to know what it is danger or not). Sentences are often
ineffective or uncontrolled (It would be more expensive … also can be swallowed etc.).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (sarrounded, recommond,
insted), punctuation (In other words a place and They could feel safety:), and misuse of
inflectional endings (to built, be more safety, our children’s, childrens who uses) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, stating that in our committee you want to have a

Creatives playgrounds where any one can come to enjoy their self by different aspects. The
response alludes to the text, but connections are unclear (First of all “Playgrounds” is a
creative where you can find many different characteristics play) or unwarranted (I demand you
to accept my wrds about it). There is no reference to the table.

Development Is largely undeveloped, using only vague references to the text (How, people, children can
enjoy their self in play what ever they want and we need more places for children, about the
zoo, interesting climbers).

Organization Suggests a focus on playground design and suggests some organization. An introduction
containing the need to recommend a design for the playground, is followed by a paragraph
suggesting aspects of the playground. A conclusion mentions playground supervision. Ideas
within paragraphs are disorganized.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Here we need you know, our port necessery about the active
play and We need more permit where they can have more permit) and occasionally incoherent
(About “adventure” is a term where you can find a place, whom we talk about). Sentence
structure is generally flawed (“Play adventure” is a term … whatever they want).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (oportinity, necessery,
succesfel), punctuation (I’am), capitalization (Committee, explain How, How He has been
Create), and usage (anyone can come to enjoy their self) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A



Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding primarily consisting of words copied from the

task, documents, and multiple-choice questions. The response makes no original connections
between information in the text and the assigned task.

Development Is largely undeveloped, consisting of phrases taken from the documents that are neither
elaborated nor integrated within the response.

Organization Suggests a focus in the first paragraph by copying phrases from the task (recommend,
incorporates elements of safety … of potential users) and suggests an organization with a body
paragraph made up of unconnected ideas copied from the documents, concluding in the final
paragraph with a repetition of copied phrases used in the first paragraph.

Language Use Is minimal. The response uses language predominately and sometimes incorrectly copied from
the documents. The response’s original language is mostly incoherent (a important role to build
important place to use to children to play).

Conventions Is minimal, relying almost completely on the documents and using little original work making
assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response alludes to a cost-effective,

safe playground but no connection is made between the text and the assigned task. There is no
reference to the table.

Development Is minimal. Three ideas from the text are introduced in single sentences.
Organization Suggests a focus on the idea that playgrounds should be cost-effective, safe, and provide

exercize for children. The response shows no organization.
Language Use Is minimal, consisting of three sentences.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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