
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Wednesday, June 18, 2008— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  1
(2)  1 (8)  4
(3)  2 (9)  3
(4)  3 (10)  2
(5)  2 (11)  4
(6)  4 (12)  3

(13)  1
(14)  2
(15)  4
(16)  3
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A          

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that Curie was singularly focused and driven, 

bearing the strength … to shatter social expectations. The response makes insightful 

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (This selflessness, 

an asset to the scientific community, carried over to other pursuts and added a level of purpose 

and principle to her complex character). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

details from the text to elaborate on Curie’s personal qualities (determination, courage, 

responsibility) that empowered her to excel, despite both personal and professional difficulty 

(her once-respected father was dismissed from his post, the male-dominated scientific world, 

she was the “first” in many respects). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Curie’s world-class character that opened doors for 

women and for subsequent scientists to continue her discoveries. The response exhibits a 

logical and coherent structure, synthesizing information from the text to support the idea that 

Curie was a trailblazer because of her moral fortitude established in the introduction, 

reinforced through a discussion of relevant character traits, and reiterated in the conclusion. 

Appropriate devices and transitions within (Surely and Nevertheless) and between paragraphs 

(A scientist must, above all, be stalwart and Finally … a scientist must never neglect her roots 

and duties) are skillfully used. 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (intellect must be 

bolstered by character; imbued with humanitarian passions; Rather, it is … courage in 

adversity that … begets achievement), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience 

and purpose (Regardless … everyone can learn). The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (She was stricken with depression for debilitating periods of 

time; … she was not only resilient, she was optimistic). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that Marie Curie was an audacious, brave 

woman who used her personal qualities to further both scientific research and cope with her 

private sorrows. The response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in 

the text and the assigned task (Marie Curie died … after a lifetime of achievement that led to 

future insights; she had an impeccable spirit; she was altruistic, refusing to patent radium in 

order to improve society openly, scientifically, and cooperatively). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

demonstrate Curie’s laudable resolve (She became the first woman … in a university boasting 

1,000 male students, fighting as a single mother after the death of her husband, Marie Curie 

never allowed herself to become a “synthetic idol”). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that Curie overcame misfortune to prevail. 

The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure by first establishing Curie’s 

determination, then detailing the difficulties of her childhood, explaining her transitional period 

in Paris, highlighting her achievements, exploring her multi-faceted nature, and finally stating 

that all of her qualities not only led her to become a successful scientist, but a successful human 

being as well. Appropriate devices and transitions (However, Her next breakthrough, 

Eventually, Finally) are skillfully used. 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (adversities, 

debilitating, asserted), with a notable sense of voice (The conditions in Paris were even more 

debilitating than in Warsaw, and Marie lived upon meager rations and tea) and awareness of 

audience and purpose (a simple woman, with personal issues and adversities similar to our 

own). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (However, 

Marie Curie had the ability to “bounce back” and fight her adversities, demonstrating a 

laudable resolve that few can match today). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in comma use (Warsaw, 

Poland and; She herself; She even asserted that, “the way), only when using sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development and conventions. 
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[14]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[15]



[16]

 Anchor Level 5 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that Marie Curie … paved the way for … 

scientific advancements. The response makes insightful connections between information and 

ideas in the text and the assigned task (Although she was forced to speak and write Russian in 

school, Madame Curie learned to overcome adversity and Despite the fact that she was the only 

woman among twenty-three men, she earned respect through her hard work and perseverance). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

explain her striving spirit (She continued her education and pushed herself, she was faced with 

many hardships, Her selflessness prevented her from being caught up in fame, The Solvay 

Conference in 1911 once again showed Madame Curie’s strong work ethic). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the qualities of a successful scientist. The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through a chronological presentation of information to show 

how Curie’s experiences in overcoming adversity led her to become a determined, dedicated 

scientist and selfless human being. Appropriate devices and transitions are used (Growing up, 

As she further researched her discoveries, In the end). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Raising two children, furthering her career, and 

continually fighting the prejudice … was no easy task), with evident awareness of audience and 

purpose (She always bounced back stronger than before … to be a role model to her daughters 

… as well as to other women). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control 

rhythm and pacing (Even though Madame Curie had many opportunities to patent the elements 

she discovered, she refused the chance). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (exposion, 

deppression, heros). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning. 

 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[17]



[18]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B



[19]

Anchor Level 5 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, asking and answering the question, What makes 

a scientist successful? The response makes clear and explicit connections between information 

and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Despite the hard times that she faced, she was an 

extremely self-less woman). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

illustrate Curie’s important qualities (A good scientist needs to be courageous … “Nothing in 

life is to be feared, it is only to be understood”; Genius is … ninty-nine percent hard work; she 

became the first woman to graduate and become a professor; She refused to patent her 

discovery of radium … simply because it wasn’t the scientific thing to do.) 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the qualities of a successful scientist. The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing qualities to be discussed in the 

introduction (courage, dedication and moral values), then presenting a discussion of each 

quality as it relates to Curie, and ending with a conclusion that refocuses on Curie as the ideal 

scientist. Appropriate devices and transitions are used (If we are, Even though, Another 

important … attribute). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Staying on the path of science and off the path of 

corruption is a difficult thing to do), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (Our 

science class should try to teach these three things). The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Madame Marie Curie was an amazing woman). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (ninty-nine and 

turberculosis) and comma usage (If, we, as) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[20]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[21]



[22]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

Anchor Level 5 – C        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text by stating that Marie Curie overcame great 

obstacles and made significant discoveries in the world of science. The response makes clear 

and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (These 

accomplishments are a reflection of Madame Curie’s intelligence and dedication to scientific 

research). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

discuss Marie Curie’s professional achievements (the first women to graduate … with a degree 

in physics, the first to be appointed a professor, the first woman to win two nobel prizes), 

selflessness (she still gave money for … science and She lived … in an unheated … garret), and 

dedication (She even claimed that sacrifices don’t matter when you are … pursuing a dream). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the qualities of a successful scientist. The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing Curie’s reputation as an accomplished 

scientist and then highlighting the qualities responsible for her success. The response lacks 

internal consistency in paragraph 2, shifting discussion between radioactivity and radium, and in 

paragraph 3, moving from a discussion of Curie’s character traits to her personal hardships 

without the use of transitional language. 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (Scientific discoveries are an important factor leading to the 

betterment of society), with evidence awareness of audience and purpose (It’s clearly very 

important to think of others before yourself in order to be a successful scientist). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Her first was awarded in 

1903, after her discovery of radioactivity; the second was awarded in 1911 … and radium). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (definatly and villan), 

punctuation (glow in the dark property it, money she, discoveries and), and capitalization (nobel 

and “nothing) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in organization and conventions. 
 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[23]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[24]



[25]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (Curie, who, despite a rough background paved 

the way for scientific discoveries still being made in the modern world). The response makes 

implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (hardships 

gave her greater strength to become a wonderful scientist and She chose … to use that money 

… to benifit the world). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant and specific details from 

the text to discuss Curie’s hardships in her early life such as poverty, her sister dying from 

typhis … her mother’s deth and her accomplishments in the field of science (the first woman to 

achieve a degree in Physics at Sarbon, isolating the elements palonium and Radium, her 

discovery of the radioactive property of atoms). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Curie as a successful scientist, not only because of 

the discoveries she made, but also because of her selflessness. The response exhibits a logical 

sequence of ideas, first illustrating Curie’s hardships as a child and then presenting her 

numerous contributions to science. The response lacks internal consistency in paragraph 3, by 

shifting ideas from her discovery of the radioactive property of atoms, to the uses of radium, 

and then shifting back to her work with atoms, and, in paragraph 5, by introducing a discussion 

of Curie’s personal life, but then discussing her professional presence … at the 1911 Sovoet 

Conference. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (she overcame her 

poverty to succede). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and 

length (Not only did … Curie make important scientific discoveries, her personal life influenced 

her impact on the scientific world). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (certian, renound, feild), 

punctuation (background paved, Warsaw Poland, and from time to time an egg), and 

capitalization (Atom Bomb) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and development. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[26]



[27]

 

Anchor Level 4 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that Madame Curie’s attitude towards life 

was the main reason for all of her success in life not just as a scientist but also as a mother. 

The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the 

assigned task (This statement made by Albert was true on so many levels). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the text to illustrate Curie’s early years (Curie grew up as a poor family and she worked 

as a governess to make money to move to paris), professional accomplishments (two nobel 

prizes) and personal life (she was a loving and careing mother). The idea that while Marie was 

making … discovers; others were making millions of dollars is not developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the events in Madame Curie’s life brought out 

her courage, bravery and intelligence. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, 

chronologically presenting information on her early years, her academic achievements, her 

professional success, and her personal life, but paragraph 3 lacks internal consistency shifting 

from her professional success to her personal life, and ending with the advances in technology 

today resulting from her success. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (So if any one were 

to ask me to name some qualities of Madame Curie that made her successful). The response 

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Madame Curie’s success led 

to many of the advances in technology today). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (recived and untill), 

punctuation (times; Madame, mothers death she, scientist; she), capitalization (paris and 

nobel), grammar (physicist class), and usage (grew up as a poor family and struck of) that do 

not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[28]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[29]



[30]

 

Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (there are many bright and atsunding women … 

Curie was one of these nobel women). The response makes implicit connections between 

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (even though she had a low rate success. 

She still moved on and tried her hardest and Even though she was poor and starving, Marie 

was … not mean and upset). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the text to discuss Curie’s accomplishments (being 1
st
 in her class and … the first woman 

to get a physics degree at her college and she discovered radioactivity). Curie’s hardships and 

perseverance are less developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the traits Curie needed to become the 1
st
 successful 

woman scientist. The response lacks internal consistency, combining several loosely connected 

ideas about Curie’s dedication, past history, professional achievements, and perseverance in one 

body paragraph. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (She presvered 

through tough hours, days, and weeks of reserch). The response occasionally makes effective 

use of sentence structure (To be successful in life a person needs to have the traits to survive). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (extrordinary, 

atsunding, apprioative), punctuation (and also she; France. And; didnt), grammar (world has 

shaped by, dedication and determination is, which reflected in her diet), and the omission of 

prepositions (rate success, reserch a time, This is summed up her) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A

[31]



[32]

 

Anchor Level 3 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Madame Marie Curie had a strong and hard 

working attitude that made her become a successful scientist). The response makes 

superficial connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Her 

mother and sister died when she was young and her father was a scientist as well). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (worked as a governist for 8 years, 

won two nobel prizes, She contributed the discovery of radiation). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on Curie’s qualities. The response 

exhibits a rudimentary structure with an introduction, body paragraph and conclusion, but 

contains irrelevancies (People today have an image … to live up to) and ends with an 

inconsistent conclusion (Madame Marie Curie also stated that you can’t build a better 

soceity without improving the individual). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (Too for “To,” contributed the, 

radiant for “radium”), with some awareness of audience and purpose (Madame Curie faced 

many difficult challenges during her life). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure and length (Growing up in Warsaw, Poland … Madam Curie was very 

poor). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (governist and soceity), 

comma use (young and and work,” nothing), and capitalization (nobel) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in language use and conventions. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[33]



[34]

 

Anchor Level 3 – B       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Madam Marie Curie was a courageus successful 

woman who … became a well known scientest in her time). The response makes superficial 

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (That didn’t stop 

her way of achieving her dreams). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (her family was poor and unhealthy; 

For 8 years, she worked as a governess in Paris; She became the first woman to win 2 Nobal 

Prizes). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that Curie always had enough courge to 

bounce back. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by moving chronologically 

through the biographical information about Marie Curie but lacks internal consistency, shifting 

from when she was young to Marie had dreams of being famous and then returning to at age 7. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (She lived harsh conditions, She did not 

fall, her way of achieving). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but 

with uneven success (With that in 1893 Marie Curie became a scientist). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (When she was young 

she lived harsh conditions, her family was poor and unhealthy but she did not fall Marie 

became the strongest person) and occasional errors in spelling (achievments, discovries, Puri) 

that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

[35]



[36]

Anchor Level 3 – C       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Madame Marie Curie was a successful scientist, and 

she did good things to try and help people). The response makes superficial connections 

between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (She worked hard in life to get 

what she want). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (first women to win not one but two 

nobell prizes and Madame died at the age 67). 

Organization Establishes a focus on Curie’s accomplishments but lacks organization, presenting a series of 

loosely connected statements about Madame Curie (She worked for 8 years to go to paris, and 

she was a single mother after her husband died). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (she did good things 

and becoming and being). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for 

effect, but with uneven success (Madame was in 1867, in a country that was taking over in 

1815). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (nobell, lifes, intill), 

punctuation (people, she; poor and; daughter husband), and grammar (was taking over and to 

get what she want) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker 

in organization. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[37]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[38]



[39]

 

Anchor Level 2 – A          

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (Madame Curie also share her experience has 

one of the best scientist in the world). The response alludes to the text but makes unclear 

connections to the assigned task (This is what made Marie Curie successful I hope you 

understand the relationship of her past ful life). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (The gredtest things to know about 

Marie curie is that thank to her studies in physics we know alot from her about radioactivity), 

although some references are vague (She was to be the first professor to earn a number 1 

degree and She was borned in 1867 somewhere in Poland) and unjustified (Pier curie died in a 

… Car accident). 

Organization Suggests a focus on Marie Curie’s influence as a scientist. The response also suggests 

organization through paragraphing, but ideas within and between paragraphs are loosely 

connected. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (Marie is a person to up to, Marie 

Lost lots of hopes and dreams to come true, they didn’t had enough money to help themselves 

and there child). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an 

effect (She said “Nothing in life is to be in and get good advice”). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (suprieor, Raditation, 

governist), punctuation (science her, said “Nothing, Poland in school), capitalization 

(Raditation, curie, Car), and grammar (Madame Curie … share, one of the best scientist, She 

was borned, She work Really hard) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in development. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[40]



[41]

 

Anchor Level 2 – B       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (Science its hard to some people, and easy to 

others. It can also be an inspiration to others). The response alludes to the text (Madame Marie 

Curie who inspired a teenager to do a presentation about her) but makes unwarranted 

connections to the assigned task (Madame Marie who said “nothing in life should be feared 

only understood”, which is true because … everything has an explanation). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague 

(Madame Marie gradueted in 1893 with a physicts degree), irrelevant (You should marry your 

best friend”), and unjustified (father forced her to write in russian). 

Organization Suggests a focus on Marie Curie and suggests some organization through the use of 

paragraphing. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (there alot and that were Science 

comes inn). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect 

(The cool things that science can do, for example solving mystery using science, but that not the 

only thing its for). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (gradueted, physicts, 

tomers), punctuation (its hard; answers, that; for example killing), capitalization (nothing and 

russian), and grammar (Another example be and a scientist who find) that make comprehension 

difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

[42]



[43]

 

Anchor Level 2 – C       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, stating she Never gave up what She was doing … 

she said “Nothing in Life to be in Fear.” The response alludes to the text but makes 

unwarranted connections to the assigned task (Mary died at age 67 with two beutyful kids she 

hoped one of them could be like her). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague 

(First her sister died and her Family was poor and then She Found a love was Pierre) and 

unjustified (She alway wanna Find a cure of her own and She left two kids on her own). 

Organization Suggests a focus on Marie Curie but lacks organization. The response consists of a single 

paragraph of loosely related ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (Next her Quote say “Think 

usefull couragage, dedication and No one cant give up). The response reveals little awareness 

of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Noble and usefull), 

punctuation (young She, say “Think, own but), random capitalization, and grammar (She grew 

up as a First Woman, The happiest time was She became a scientist, but the heart broken of 

Mary) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[44]

 

Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond one reference to the prompt (things 

that make a good scientists). The response consists of personal reactions. 

Development Is minimal, offering primarily a personal response. 

Organization Suggests a focus on things that make a good scientists but lacks organization, presenting only a 

list of ideas. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is repetitive (you have to study, you have to graduate, you have 

to Read), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response reveals little awareness of 

how to use sentences to achieve an effect. 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (lood and experimence), 

punctuation (so much and you; graduate, you; Science, you), capitalization (Read and Science), 

and grammar (things … is and a good scientists) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion:  Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at   Level 1 

because the response makes no reference to the text. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[45]

 

Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections 

between information in the text and the assigned task. 

Development Is minimal.  

Organization Shows no focus or organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities. 

 



Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – B

[48]



[49]

Part A — Practice Paper – B



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[50]



[51]

Part A — Practice Paper – C



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[52]



Part A — Practice Paper – D

[53]



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[54]



[55]

Part A — Practice Paper – E



[56]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.  

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 

 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, warning that sun exposure can inflict serious 

harm on an unsuspecting person.  The response makes insightful connections between 

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Watching and limiting one’s 

direct sun exposure is imperative to maintaining one’s health). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

details from the documents to explain the statistical danger, associated with the long-term 

effects of … skin cancer (“the incidence of basal cell carcinoma among women under the age of 

40 more than doubled between 1976 and 2003) and to elaborate on the threat (Although Basal 

cell carcinoma and squamous cell cancer are both types of cancer, Melanoma is the form that 

should be avoided). The response discusses methods to prevent sun exposure (Covering up, and 

wearing a hat, sunglasses and sunscreen) and their importance (Engaging in the appropriate 

skin protection measures could save a life). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the problem that skin cancer is too often a reality for 

many adults, and the age of development is rapidly decreasing.  The response exhibits a logical 

and coherent structure by first identifying the reason suntans are desirable (In today’s world of 

cutthroat competition, looking one’s best is a highly esteemed goal), followed by the effects and 

precautions (“800,000 new cases each year” and reapplying sunscreen frequently).  

Appropriate devices and transitions are skillfully used (Unfortunately, These types of cancer, In 

order to avoid sun damage). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (flaunting a tan, 

copious time, a laudable philosophy), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience 

and purpose (Nature has an infinite amount to offer, and it can all be benign, so long as one 

employs care and pragmatism in his adventures).  The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (Ignorance is only bliss until something terrible, such as a lethal 

and uncurable form of melanoma strikes). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language.  

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that more than ever before, 

dermatologists across the country are warning of the need to seek appropriate protection from 

the sun’s harmful UV rays).  The response makes insightful connections between information 

and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (This will not ruin your summer plans; in fact, 

with the necessary precautions taken, and a health-oriented attitude, you might just be in for 

the best summer of your life!). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

details from the documents to discuss this rapidly increasing health problem (an increase in the 

use of tanning salons, minimum precautions taken against the sun on a daily basis, seek shade, 

visit your dermatologist). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the damage that the sun can cause your sensitive 

skin.  The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first presenting the problem (twice 

as many young women contracted basal cell carcinoma … in 2003 than in 1976) and then the 

solution (precautions can be taken to significantly decrease the threat of cancer).  Transitions 

are skillfully used (Whether you are on the beach, in the mountains, or even just spending a day 

in town; Fortunately, simple precautions can be taken; Remember that there is no such thing as 

a “healthy” tan). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (soaking in the sun, 

preferably sunscreen of a high protection factor, beautiful golden glow), with a notable sense of 

voice and awareness of audience and purpose (If you crave golden-brown skin, it is much 

healthier and easier to use spray-on or rub-on self-tanners).  The response varies structure and 

length of sentences to enhance meaning (But as with all great things, there’s a catch). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (the 

summer – on the contrary, white snow reflects and the sun – the mortality rates … are) only 

when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – A        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, stating that there is a rising occurence of basal 

skin cancer which coincides with the fact that 40% of teen girls have visited tanning salons. 

The response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents 

and the assigned task (However, the sad story of Erika Smith, a teen who disregarded the 

history of melanoma, illustrates how one should be careful & take action to avoid dangerous 

U.V. exposure). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents 

to discuss a link between “sun worshippers” tanning practices and the development of skin 

cancer and to discuss precautions which can be taken to allow you to be out in the sun but not 

be in danger. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the dangers of sun exposure (radioactive U.V. rays 

can have some shocking negative effects). The response exhibits a logical and coherent 

structure, first establishing that the skin cancer threat is real, then presenting information to 

show how cancer can be fairly easy to develop, and finally addressing what can one do to avoid 

sun risks. Transitions are skillfully used (Another risk and on the subject of tanning salons). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose 

(Many seek the allure of “healthy” tan skin). The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (The dangers of sun exposure are often not considered 

serious. Thus, most people refrain from using sunscreen or covering up skin). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (kind; 

melanoma and Melanoma like Basal). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and organization. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that excess exposure to the sun is a 

growing threat that can be easily prevented with a few simple steps. The response makes clear 

and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task 

(Damage from ultraviolet rays can be caused … by the sun, the use of tanning beds, skin 

cancers are curable if caught early). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents 

to discuss the dangers of sun exposure (the amount of basal cell skin cancer cases among 

women … more than doubled and there has also been an increase in the amound of squamous 

cell cancer cases) and ways to minimize risks (wearing sun glasses, using sunscreen and 

avoiding too much sun; avoid bright surfaces that reflect UV radiation; “Self-tanners … are a 

safe, effective way to achieve your desired result). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on being well informed about the risks you take by 

exposing yourself to the sun. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first illustrating 

the idea that regardless of how powerful you feel, skin cancer can come out to get you, then 

providing methods to protect yourself that are fairly simple, and concluding with a warning to 

stay out of the sun. 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and sometimes original (When melanoma visited her family again, 

Erika went for a check up), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (It’s doubtful that 

you all will stop tanning suddenly … It’s your life in peril). The response varies structure and 

length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Luckily, it was only in its early stages. Skin 

cancer is deadly). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Unfortunatly and sun 

glasses), punctuation (yourself?; rays cover up; sun ray’s; Be smart, stay), and agreement (they 

… it is and you … themselves) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by stating that it has been heavily stressed 

that you protect yourself from the danger of the sun’s Ultra Violet (UV) rays. The response 

makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the 

assigned task (As the UV Index Program states, Melanoma runs in families, do so before 11 in 

the morning). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the documents to discuss the dangers of sun exposure (sunburns … skin aging, basal cell 

… squamous cell and melanoma, Melanoma can be fatal), risky sun-related behavior (Young 

women … burn in the sun and go to a tanning parlor), and methods of sun protection (self-

tanners, sunglasses, hats, sunscreen). The reasons why young women frequent tanning salons 

in such large numbers (“40 percent of 17- and 18-year old girls”) are less developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on making the right decisions because sun exposure 

can hurt you in the future. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, connecting a great 

tan for a special occasion with possible long-term health problems in the future, and then 

presenting information about the effects of UV rays in general and as specifically related to Erin 

Elovecky and Erika Smith. The response concludes with a reemphasis that suntanning isn’t a 

joke. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Has there ever been 

a time that you got a severe sunburn and As all of you know). The response occasionally makes 

effective use of sentence structure or length (If you’re looking for an alternative, you can use 

self-tanners that don’t need the presence of radiation). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (catarats, 

especally, invincable) and comma use (and of course sunscreen). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in development and language use. 

 

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 5 – C



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A

[72]



[73]

Anchor Level 4 – A        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Skin cancer has become an ever-increasing 

problem recently). The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in 

the documents and the assigned task (With the lack of ozone comes an increase in UV rays from 

the sun, not only in number, but in strength). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the documents to discuss the growth in skin cancer rates (Basal cell carcinoma in women 

under the age of 40 has doubled, melanoma … kills 1 in 4, depletion of the ozone layer) and 

methods for protection (use sun screen, sun glasses, avoid sun exposure … when UV radiation 

is strongest, check your body monthly). Women’s increased use of extreme sunbathing and 

tanning beds is mentioned, but not developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the dangers of and solutions for skin cancer. The 

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting statistical information to establish the 

problem (skin cancer is growing), identify the causes (women believe that they need to be tan to 

impress), and offer solutions (ways to protect yourself from skin cancer). Internal consistency is 

weakened by the use of ineffective external transitions. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (there are always 

solutions to protecting yourself). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence 

structure and length (The marketed idea of the perfect tan can lead to the fatality of skin 

cancer). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (sun screen 

and sun glasses) and punctuation (sun it and dangers they). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning  Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that both the article and the table 

provide facts about the threats of sun exposure and steps to take to protect ourselves from them. 

The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and 

the assigned task (The major ways people develop these diseases is through ultraviolet 

radiation). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the documents to discuss the causes of the rising rate of skin cancers (tanning salons are 

one of the major culprits) and the ways to prevent sun overexposure (applying sun screen, 

wearing sunglasses, hats, and covering up). The idea of many different types of skin cancers is 

less developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the causes of and protection against skin cancers. 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first listing three major types of cancers and 

then describing the ways … to protoct one’s skin from the dangerous effects Of radiation.  The 

response lacks internal consistency, shifting from a discussion of types of cancer to the use of 

tanning salons and finally to the notion that people tan when the melanin in their skin darkens 

to protect it, within one paragraph. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (It is very important 

to educate people about skin cancers), although some language is copied directly from the text. 

The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (Skin cancers can 

be prevented). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (cancers, that if; said 

there is … thing.”; ways however to) and grammar (ways is and yourself if one) that do not 

hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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 Anchor Level 4 – C         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that people don’t know that being tan 

means your skin is being damaged. The response makes implicit connections between 

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, suggesting that there are many 

threats … also many ways to prevent these threats.  

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the documents to discuss the prevalence of skin cancer among women (This doesnt only 

happen to woman in there twenties) and methods of prevention (Wear a hat, sunglasses and 

sunscreen). The causes of and types of skin cancer are less developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the threats of sun exposure that can be prevented. 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting an example of the dangers of 

tanning (When she went to the Dermatologist … she found out it was cancer), followed by 

methods to protect the skin, but lacks consistency by introducing a new and inaccurately stated 

idea in the conclusion (go to a Dermatoligist every six months). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (If you still want to 

be tan, use a sunless tanner). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or 

length for effect, but with uneven success (For prom teenagers will go to tanning salons to 

“look good” or before summer). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (sun exposure there 

is, tan those, stains your skin and it does not) and grammar (There is many threats, woman 

whom get, go tanning … or tanned, this cancer … they can be) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

weaker in language use and conventions. 
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 Anchor Level 3 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that while one may believe … a tan is 

healthy … it is damaged by the sun or even tanning salons. The response makes implicit 

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (800,000 people a 

year are found to have Basal cell cancer). The response makes no reference to the table. 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (The percentage of people who have 

melanoma and die is 25%). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the threat of tanning as something that is killing many 

people, but loses focus by failing to address ways to reduce the dangers (it would be wise to 

stop). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure that first identifies the problem through 

statistics and then presents some of the causes, but includes inconsistencies (Things like family 

history and geography). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (many think they will 

never get cancer). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or 

length (If someone says that going in a tanning bed isn’t bad then they are wrong). 

Conventions Demonstrate partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (O-zone, deffense, 

Durmatologist) and punctuation (years ago people, However people today, cancer listen) that 

do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3 

because the response addresses only one document. 
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Anchor Level 3 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (The threat of sun exposure is at an all time 

high). The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the documents 

and the assigned task (their is a skin cancer called Melanoma that kids are getting at a young 

age). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (Among 25 to 29 year old 

women, melanoma is more common than any non-skin cancer; check your own body for new or 

changing moles; wear a hat). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the threat of skin cancer. The response exhibits a 

rudimentary structure, moving from problems associated with sun exposure to prevention, but is 

inconsistent, concluding with a final sentence that emphasizes a single solution (stay out of the 

sun as much as you can). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response 

exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success 

(In the journal Pediatrics in 2002 found that). The response relies on language taken directly 

from the text. 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (perfessional) and 

punctuation (high, according to M. Andrews their is a skin cancer; Chart the Extreme; During 

the summer also try) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that it is socially accepted … to go 

tanning. The response makes a few superficial connections between information and ideas in 

the documents and the assigned task (Many teens goes to get a “healthy tan” to protect 

themselves from getting burned). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (The reason why doctors … 

seeing many incident of skin cancer because of … tanning beds and To protect yourself from 

excessive sun exposure … seek shade). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus (they are endangering themselves of getting skin cancer). The 

response exhibits a rudimentary structure of seven loosely constructed paragraphs. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (people thinks its 

healthy and it looks good). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and 

length for effect, but with uneven success (The aquirements of these cancer greatly increase of 

them getting malignant melanoma). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (thinks its; number 

the; extreme avoid; size, and shape, get) and agreement (teens goes, the incidence … have, 

Researchers states, UV ray can cause, the type of person who love, Early detection … greatly 

increase) that make comprehension difficult.  The use of all uppercase makes assessment of 

capitalization impossible. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

weaker in conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 –A        

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused or inaccurate understanding of the documents (they can catch basal skin 

cancer). The response alludes to the text, but makes unclear connections to the assigned task 

(role of both … showed significant increase in squamous cell cancer … occurs in the layer of 

the epidermis). The response makes no reference to the table. 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text to discuss the repercussions of sun 

exposure (The squamous cell cancer … doesn’t metastasize … rarely ever fatal and even 

melanoma … curable if caught soon enough). 

Organization Suggests a focus on skin cancer and suggests organization, consisting of a few short paragraphs 

of loosely related ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (visil lesions and it probably 

going to kill you). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an 

effect (It itches you and peel off the skin). The response relies on language copied from the text. 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (body and, cancers 

even melanoma are, enough early), capitalization (American medical Association and Basal 

cell), and grammar (their body and it gets worst) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in development and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, indicating that the sun is very dangerous for your 

skin. The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the text and 

assigned task (and don’t relize it till its to late). The response makes no reference to the table. 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (It can cause you 

skin cancer if you reveal to it … to much period). 

Organization Suggests a focus on the sun’s dangerous effects on one’s skin but lacks organization. The 

response consists of two short paragraphs of loosely connected ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (reveal to it to much at a time, to for “too,” there for “their”). 

The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Which can 

cause there life at a young age). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Taning, aduts, relize), 

punctuation (According to passage 1 Taning and its to late), and grammar (Solon cause, age 17-

20, who attends tanning salon) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (Did you even know … under the 

age of 40 had this disease?). The response alludes to the text (Studys shows) but makes unclear 

connections to the assigned task (We must stop it now!). The response makes no reference to the 

table. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at the idea of the threat of sun exposure with the 

anecdote about Erin Elovecky, but references to the text are vague (had increase in the 

squamous cell cancer … epedermis). 

Organization Suggests a focus (Health Threats of Sun exposure how can we put a stop to it?) but lacks 

organization, consisting of one paragraph of loosely related ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (catch a small spot, til, there for “their”). The response reveals 

little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (She’s is 27 years old when She 

catch a small spot … which She didn’t even know what it was til her hairdresser to her check it 

out). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Scarey, becomming, 

amoung, Studys, epedermis), punctuation (boat, She’s), capitalization (Scarey, Health, Threats), 

and grammar (name Erin, she catch, Studys shows, had increase) that make comprehension 

difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 1 – A         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes one connection between 

information in the documents and the assigned task (skin cancer … is caused for the ultraviolet 

radiation … and that is very bad). 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus (sum … has rays can cause sick) but lacks organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. The response uses language that is predominantly incoherent. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 
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 Anchor Level 1 – B         

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes one connection between 

information in the documents and the assigned task (wear sunscreen … sunglass). 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus on how kids can avoid getting cancer, but is too brief to exhibit organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 
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 Practice Paper A–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 
 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 5    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in conventions. 
 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
 





Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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