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FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, August 13, 2009 — 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  4
(2)  2 (8)  1
(3)  1 (9)  3
(4)  4 (10)  2
(5)  3 (11)  4
(6)  1 (12)  2

(13)  3
(14)  1
(15)  2
(16)  4
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E



Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that although strip mining is a very cost-

effective way to obtain coal, the erosion of subsoil and sediments and the many illnesses and 

other effects of contamination make it a high price to pay for … energy. The response makes 

insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (strip 

mining devastates the environment and Even after the strip mines close down … the damage to 

the environment still continues). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

details from the text to explain how the means of obtaining … coal through strip mining 

devastates the environment by bulldozing any vegetation, how it causes erosion (there is no 

vegetation or soil for these particles to cling to), the impact of such contamination … among 

species of wildlife and even in human populations, and how attempts to speed up reclamation 

create complications that discourage wildlife … thus decreasing the diversity and over all 

fitness of the environment (Less fertile subsoil is often mixed with the topsoil). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that strip mining represents a blatant 

disregard for the Earth’s precious resources that will backfire one day soon. The response 

exhibits a logical and coherent structure through skillful use of appropriate devices and 

transitions by connecting the effects of burning coal to strip mining (Not only … but also), 

tying together large amounts of information (And all of this is caused by), and linking the 

effects of strip mining to the lax enforcement of laws (However horrible these consequences 

may be). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense 

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (although the human population reaps the 

benefits of this energy-producing process, the damage that results seems to go unnoticed and 

regulations passed … are poorly enforced). The response varies the structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (The exposed subsoil, called “overburden”, covers the coal, and 

must be drilled and blasted away so that miners can “harvest” their “crop” and Without large 

trees and their roots to anchor the soil in place, erosion continues, and so does acidic 

drainage). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that not only does that burning of coal harm the 

environment but also that the mining process is very damaging as well. The response makes 

insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (clearing 

all vegetation in the area … is enough to traumatize the environment and this damage and 

destruction represents the very high cost of cheap electricity). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

details from the text to describe the damage from the mining process (workers will clear all 

vegetation), why it doesn’t stop … after all the coal is mined (Grass commonly used to reclaim 

an area does more damage), how efforts to repair the damage can stunt seedling trees for up to 

30 years, and how the water, tainted by this process, can harm the plants … and pollute the 

surrounding area. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how strip mining harms people … plants and 

animals … our environment, and our Earth. The response exhibits a logical and coherent 

structure through skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions to establish sequence (To 

begin, Next, When the rock is replaced, Then) and to link one idea to another more important 

point (There are other problems caused by Strip mining that are larger in scope and Even 

under regulation … the environment is damaged even more). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (We 

must look beyond superficial expense in order to clearly understand the price of the electricity 

we take for granted). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm 

and pacing (The devastation continues and Strip mining harms … it harms … it harms). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (down, 

Plants; people, it; animals, it) only when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use and conventions. 
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 Anchor Level 5 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating that the damaging effects of mining coal 

are … apparent. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and 

ideas in the text and the assigned task (Coal is the most damaging source of electricity and 

Blasting … causes erosion, even under the best conditions). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

discuss the damaging effects of coal (Erosion can lead to water being contaminated by toxic 

materials and Blasting may also cause cracks in the foundations of buildings) and the weak 

enforcement of regulations (With enough money, coal companies could avoid regulations all 

together). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the mining of coal and its devastating effect on the 

environment. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first introducing the idea that 

the land and people have paid a heavy price for the use of coal, followed by a discussion of the 

various effects of the process of obtaining coal, moving to the idea that attempts to regulate 

strip mining have been made, and concluding with a reiteration of the idea that coal is … a 

cheap source of electricity that has detrimental effects. Appropriate transitions are used (In this 

scenario, Even after, Unfortunately). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose 

(Each of these factors harms the environment; some even harm humans directly). The response 

varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Even after a restoration 

process has occurred, trees often have stunted growth … and beneficial insects may not be 

restored). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[12]



[13]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B



Anchor Level 5 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating that strip mining … has many devastating 

effects on the environment. The response makes clear and explicit connections between 

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Strip mining effects every aspect of the 

ecosytem it is being used in). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

describe the method of strip mining (when the mining is finished, the overburden is replaced, 

top soil respread … and new vegetation is planted), the damage it causes (Rivers, streams, and 

ponds are contaminated and Drinking water is compromised, and … unusable), and the laws 

surrounding it (The Act … turned out to be enforced so badly, that the federal government 

stepped in). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on strip mining as a horrible industry that continues to 

thrive and destroy. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting the 

process of strip mining, moving to its effects on vegatation and natural habitats and 

underground water sources, and then to problems with the strip mining industry. Appropriate 

transitions are used (First, Finally, Besides). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Strip mining begins with the complete and utter 

devastation of the land), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (It is a problem today, 

and it is a problem for everyone). The response varies structure and length of sentences to 

control rhythm and pacing (Now, if only that was the end of it and But it didn’t really matter in 

the end). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (irreversable 

and vegatation) and punctuation (it too and In 1977 a). 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 

 

[14]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[15]



[16]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C



[17]

Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, stating that the way we go about obtaining … 

coal … has a huge negative impact. The response makes clear and explicit connections between 

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (strip mining … causes irreversable 

damage to the environment and The blasting … is a hazard to innocent bystanders). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to 

emphasize the irreversable changes caused by strip mining (Because of the soil in the area no 

longer being stable, erosion occurs and The polution makes the water unsuitible) and the 

hazards of strip mining (a 16 year-old boy was killed … when debris … from a blast … struck 

the car he was riding in). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that strip mining is hazardous not only to the 

environment, but to our personal health. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first 

presenting information about strip mining practices, then moving from the changes to the area 

that was mined, next to the hazardous nature of strip mining, and concluding with a reiteration 

of the negative impact of strip mining established in the introduction. Appropriate transitions are 

used (However, Very often, Yet). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (a sort-of extreme clear cut), with some 

awareness of audience and purpose (Yet we rely on coal for energy because it is cheaper than 

many other sources). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and 

length (However, the blasting decompacted the overburden giving it a larger volume, so the 

extra over burden must then be deposited in a fill somewhere else). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (vegitation, occurance, 

disapear) and punctuation (overburden which; often water; toxic; poluted; cost is high; misuse 

of ellipses) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use and conventions. 
 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[18]



[19]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that strip mining is a process … that has to 

be addressed. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the 

text and the assigned task (Strip mining has had a staid effect on the environmnet, not only in 

the beginning but also in the end). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the text to describe the destruction caused by strip mining on water (water courses … are 

being destroyed, aquatic life is disappearing, wells become cloudy and poisoned). The 

discussion of the rehabilitated land is less developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the harmful effects of strip mining. The response 

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first identifying strip mining as a cause of immediate harm, 

then presenting information about its effect on the landscape and water. Internal consistency is 

weakened in paragraph 4, shifting from the idea that strip mining has caused the death of 

several people, to the debucling of building foundations, and then returning to a sixteen-year-

old boy killed due to the blastings. The response ends with an ineffective conclusion that 

introduces new ideas (the soil … lacks furtility and minerals). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Strip mining has 

been widely used … for our personal needs). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure and length (Residents either leave the area or cope with the contaminated 

water supply). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (vegation, dubris, 

furtility), punctuation (Nolt numerous and new” but in fact it), and agreement (this causes … 

effect and supply … seem) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[20]



[21]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B



[22]

Anchor Level 4 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that strip mining of coal has been a huge 

enviornmental disadvantage for many years now. The response makes implicit connections 

between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The process seems pretty 

simple even though the damage left behind is greater than what we are able to consume). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the text to discuss damage done by strip mining (strip mining … will cause … erosions, 

iron oxide and hydroxide will burn our eyelids, growth of the tree is stunted) and the method 

used (land is bulldozed down, topsoil is scraped away, … and rocks … are blasted). The idea 

of laws is mentioned in the conclusion, but not developed. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how strip mining … will do nothing but harm our 

society. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing that strip mining is 

damaging to the earth and that people contribute to this problem, followed by a discussion of 

the effects and process involved. Internal consistency is weakened through the use of 

ineffective transitions (The using of electricity, 15% … creates more reasons to have strip 

minings). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (Strip mining … has been the most 

damage that is being done and distributed for “contributed”), with some awareness of audience 

and purpose (I am here today to talk about the dangers of strip mining). The response exhibits 

some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (No 

matter how much you try to fix the problem … stunted by 30 years). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (hage, seperately, 

inforced) and punctuation (stunting tree growth’s; coal the; down, topsoil) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[23]



[24]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, asserting that strip mining is harmful and very 

destructive. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text 

and the assigned task (Later on the topsoil is replaced … leaving destructive damage and the 

blasting of the cracked foundation comes into affect). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details 

from the text to discuss strip mining methods (Strip mining first begins as a clear cut … topsoil 

is scraped away … the overburden is exposed), damage done to water (acid drainage from 

Rocks, Aquatic Life may disappear, Wells may be posioned), and to people, citing an incident 

with a 16-year old boy. The discussion of revegetation is limited to a single sentence (Later on 

the topsoil is replaced and sewed back). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the harmful effects caused by stripmining. The 

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first describing the process of strip mining, 

followed by a discussion of the destructive damage of erosion on water, aquatic life and 

people, moving to the damage and death caused by blasting, and ending with the effects on the 

land. The response lacks internal consistency because of ineffective internal and external 

transitions (Due to this the blasting and these blasts could be deadly relating to an incident). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes inexact (luxury resource, sewed back, crashed 

under), with some awareness of audience and purpose (the cost on our society and economic 

welfare is High). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for 

effect, but with uneven success (Strip mining first begins as a clear cut, then its topsoil is 

scraped away then seperatly used if good). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (posioned and acess), 

punctuation (community, it; blasted and; years but), capitalization (Life and Residents), 

grammar (rocks and excess soil is and their Life), and usage (process at which, reducing … and 

leave, need of coal, cost on our society) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker 

in language use. 



[25]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A



[26]

Anchor Level 3 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, addressing the negative effects of strip mining. 

The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the text and the 

assigned task (Fuscue kills forest and creatures environment and Strip mining is going to 

ruin our planet). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Strip Mining reduces hills and 

farms, the water has a high chance of being contaminated by acid damage, In 1977 the 

Recreation act was passed to out law some of the worst uses of strip mining). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that at the cost of cheap electricity were 

damaging our land forever. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas through the 

use of chronological transitions (It begins, After all this damage is done, As this process is 

being done) but lacks internal consistency (The overburden is removed to show the coal and 

the volume increases while furtility decreases and Blasting is seriously deadly, and when 

shower can burn eyes, nose and mouth). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Did you Know 

60% of our electricity is by burning coal?). The response exhibits some attempt to vary 

sentence structure and length, but with uneven success (Strip Mining also grows fuscue, 

which grows to compete with trees for soil). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Reginal, hayes, 

scrabed), punctuation (clear cut, everything; Its removed; With strip mining our cost), and 

grammar (wouldn’t think … isn’t nearly and when shower) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization and language use. 

 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[27]



[28]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B



[29]

Anchor Level 3 – B       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that Strip Mining cuts down hills, farms and 

forest and that has an effect on the people and animals on earth. The response makes few 

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Because of the 

process of converting coal into electricity the earth is being damaged bit by bit and those 

chemicals can cause a color change in the water. the water is then poisoned). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (well water become cloudy poisoned or 

… dried out and your able to tell your water is poison … if it was a redish color). 

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the many ways people can harm the 

earth by strip mining, focusing only on the problem of water pollution. The response exhibits a 

rudimentary structure but includes inconsistencies, abruptly shifting discussion from water 

impurity to the expense of converting coal to electricity, and shifting again to mining 

companies’ failure to enforce regulations. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (apple cider kind of look) that is sometimes imprecise (your for 

“you’re” and kinda of color), with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response 

exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success 

(if that water was to reach us for example through water pipes it can burn … our eyes, Nose 

and mouth and Converting coal to electricity has more of an expense to the people’s earth than 

it does to the people’s pocket). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (disturbence and 

instants), punctuation (Also because, become cloudy poisoned, if it does it will), paragraphing, 

capitalization (there are; poisoned. if; John nolt), and grammar (it cause and those chemicals … 

it) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

[30]

Anchor Level 3 – C       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that strip mining is … very dangeras for the 

enviorment. The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the text and 

the assigned task (It causes Eroson, contaminates water, can be poisinos and in one case can 

cause death and The iron oxide turns rivers red and kills mirine life). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (coal … is … very dirty and toxic, Strip 

mining diges up the earth, water … can burn … skin … and … plants). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on how coal is very harmful to our enviorment. The response 

exhibits a rudimentary structure but ends with an inconsistent conclusion (It should be stoped 

and eletrisity should be made in a diffrent way). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (when you burn coal). 

The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with 

uneven success (In our world today electrisity is a nessiesty but at what risks are we willing to 

take to have it and And thies all hurt the enviorment). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (substanct, diges, 

conclusin) and punctuation (Electrisity comes mostly from coal and when you burn coal it and 

cant) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[31]

Anchor Level 2 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that when … strip mines open the people 

around suffer. The response makes a few connections between the information and ideas in the 

text and the assigned task (Wells near the sit would be contaminated). 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (They don’t Know 

that they destory the place of mining and They can Follow the Law to the T and still be do a 

major mante of damage) and unjustified (The suddufas of mining coal is the some as when it 

gets burn). 

Organization Establishes a focus on the side effects of strip mining. The response exhibits a rudimentary 

structure, including an introduction, a single body paragraph, and a conclusion. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (Will for “Well,” will for “with,” 

sit for “site,” chose for “choose”). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences 

to achieve an effect (But just like when coal is burns theres suddufas). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (draneg, golable, 

suddafas, mante, owers), punctuation (from.; power but; Thats called), and grammar (Thats … 

some; coal is burns; contaminated. From; water. And) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and organization. 



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[32]



[33]

Anchor Level 2 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating that strip mining … can be very dangeours 

and can cause lots of damage, but is sometimes confused (60% of the electricity in Tennases is 

damage by coal). The response alludes to the text but makes unclear (I am go to decided to the 

high school’s science fair) and unwarranted (And how many people have electricity prombles by 

coal) connections to the task. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague 

(strip alone reduces hills) and unjustified (Tennesee’s coal mining permit program in 1984 

because the state failed to open mines). 

Organization Suggests a focus on the damaging effects of strip mining and suggests organization through the 

use of paragraphing, but ideas within paragraphs are only loosely connected. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (the most damage way of generation coal and live for “leave”). 

The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Did you No 

were strip mining is the extraction of coal and Strip alone reduces hills). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Tennases, comtaminated, 

dangeours, prombles) and grammar (the most damage way of generation coal, people were 

force, strip mining … they) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning. 



[34]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2 – C       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (Strip mining coal is a efficient 

way to create energy or hat). The response alludes to the text but makes unclear and 

unwarranted connections to the task (We need … safer alternative fuel that don’t polute the air). 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (It 

destroys natural habituts and ruins the vegetaton), irrelevant (there should be and alternative to 

burning coal), and repetitive (think of safer alternative fuel, alternative to burning coal, ways 

that are safer and healthier). 

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization through the use of simple transitions 

(also and too), but ideas within the single body paragraph are only loosely connected. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (hat for “heat” and our 

environments). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an 

effect (Mining also ruins the land too). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (burnd and polute), 

punctuation (safer alternative fuel, dont, land too), grammar (a efficient, fuel … don’t, and 

alternative), and usage (vegetaton to the land) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 



[35]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A



[36]

Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections between 

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task, offering only a personal response to the 

topic of coal mining. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of textual development. 

Organization Suggests a focus on coal mining but lacks organization, consisting of four paragraphs of loosely 

connected ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (I dont think that I would be able 

to work … because when it gets all hot and sweety in there it be heart to breath). The response 

reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Just getting read to make a 

final decision about what you wont to do with you life). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (allmost, diggg, realy, typ, 

yonge), punctuation (day When, hard and, dont, and you), and grammar (a easy thing, there is 

… shifts, that the part) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Although, the response fits the criteria for Levels 1 and 2, it remains at Level 1 

because the response makes no reference to the text. 

 



[37]

Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections 

between information in the text and the assigned task. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Suggests a focus on the damaging effect of strip mining but lacks organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat 

stronger in organization. 

 

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B



Part A — Practice Paper – A

[38]



[39]

Part A — Practice Paper – A



Part A — Practice Paper – B

[40]



[41]

Part A — Practice Paper – B



[42]

Part A — Practice Paper – C



[43]

Part A — Practice Paper – C



[44]

Part A — Practice Paper – D



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[45]



[46]

Part A — Practice Paper – E



[47]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4   

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3   

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5   

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2   

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4   

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by addressing the idea that laptops will effectively 

change the way teaching is done and allow the students to further research classroom topics. The 

response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the documents and the 

assigned task (it would raise the level of learning for our students and That is an impressive stat that 

could only improve with a pilot program). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific 

details from the documents to explain the advantages of replacing traditional textbooks with laptop 

computers (Laptops would give students the ability to link all of their classes and activities together 

… and store all of their work in one place, teachers and students would have the ability to go outside 

the boundaries of the textbook, 46% of all students … use the Internet for homework). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how instituting a pilot program similar to Empire … 

would provide many opportunities to students at our school. The response exhibits a logical and 

coherent structure by first introducing schools that implemented experimental laptop programs, then 

presenting information about the positive aspects of these programs, and concluding with what 

laptops offer students. The response makes skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (With 

this new emphasis, Thus, Imagine how the percentage would increase). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (The plethora of 

information and data available to the students teaches them critical thinking as they are forced to 

sort through all of the information), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and 

purpose (it would be a wonderful addition to our school if we instituted a program modeled after 

Empire). The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (With laptop 

usage, students can learn from many places instead of being enveloped by a sole textbook … which 

could be biased). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 6 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by addressing reasons for the implementation of a 

policy distributing laptops to students in lieu of textbooks. The response makes insightful 

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (After 

considering the many advantages, few disadvantages, and evidence for the laptop’s effectiveness … 

will agree on the implementation of laptops for student use). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant and 

specific details from the documents to discuss the advantages (the amount of knowledge that will be 

more available to students and teachers), disadvantages (crashing, hacking and misbehavior), and 

effectiveness of having laptops replace textbooks (seventy-three percent of grades 9–12 students 

complete school assignments). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (I implore the Board of Education to support a new policy 

that can enhance the technological capabilities of our school, and most importantly, improve 

education for our students). The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure by first presenting 

the advantages of, then the effectiveness of, and finally, the disadvantages of laptop usage and makes 

skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions (That is why I suggest, As a 2003 study … shows, If 

that is not enough evidence). 

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging with a notable sense of 

voice and awareness of audience and purpose (While textbooks can obviously provide great volumes 

of information, the capacity of a laptop computer is virtually limitless). The response varies structure 

and length of sentences to enhance meaning (As you can see, the advantages far outweigh the 

disadvantages). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in capitalization (Empire high 

school and Research institute) and a lack of parallel structure only when using sophisticated 

language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 5 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that replacing textbooks … could be 

just what our students need. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information 

and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (The use of laptops has the ability to change the 

whole environment of the school). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant and specific details from the 

documents to support the purchase of laptops (nearly 600 schools around the country have started 

these programs, Teachers will be able to see … what each student is doing, 73 percent of students  

9–12 are completing school assignments). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how a laptop program can help the children achieve a 

better future. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting information about 

pilot programs, then moving to the many advantages of a laptop program, and concluding with the 

idea that this laptop technology will improve our district. Appropriate transitions are used (for 

example, There are also, Though these schools have changed). 

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Even though that may happen, there are ways to prevent it, 

and that fact alone shouldn’t hinder the decision), with evident awareness of audience and purpose 

(Our district … should follow in the footsteps of Empire High School). The response varies structure 

and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Instead of piling their students up with a 

different textbook for each class, staff at Empire gives each student an Apple iBook with wireless 

internet connection). 

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (easier Empire, 

Laptops instead, course there) only when using sophisticated language. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 5 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that the district should replace 

textbooks in the classroom with laptops for each student. The response makes clear and explicit 

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (laptops can help 

teachers meet curriculum goals). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses relevant and specific details from the 

documents to discuss the arguments presented in favor of replacing textbooks with laptops in the 

classroom (allow students to get as far in depth on a topic as they want and motivate students to 

complete homework assignments), although the 73% census statistic is incorrectly attributed to the 

Maine survey. 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that the district should replace textbooks in the 

classroom with laptops. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing reasons 

for replacing textbooks with laptops (would allow students to access more information, help teachers 

meet curriculum goals, and teach students to effectively use a computer), then presenting a paragraph 

of explanation for each, and concluding with a restatement of arguments presented (The laptops 

allow many advantages for students as well as for teachers). Appropriate transitions are used (First, 

As Gypton stated, In addition). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language (power to access information). The response demonstrates some 

awareness of audience and purpose, occasionally making effective use of sentence structure and 

length (In addition, the implementing of laptops in our school would encourage an already growing 

trend of more than 600 school districts to keep in touch with today’s advancing technology). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (topics but, music but, 

Eventually though the students) and grammar (With textbook, teachers and the use … help) that do 

not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

language use and conventions. 

Anchor Paper – Part B — Level 5 – B



Anchor Paper – Part B — Level 5 – C

[61]



[62]

Anchor Paper – Part B — Level 5 – C



[63]

Anchor Level 5 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that possible benefits of laptop use 

in schools range from a better understanding of the educational material to a better grasp … of 

modern technology. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information 

and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Laptops will allow for a more extensive 

education, as well as create a higher level of convenience and internet access within the school 

would … supplement … a students education). 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents 

to support the idea that the use of a single laptop in lieu of multiple textbooks would be a 

favorable idea (traditional textbooks … can also be a detriment to a students educational 

experience, The … teacher … was able to access the entire Constitution of the Confederate 

States of America via the internet, 73% of high school students use the internet for school 

assignments). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that it is hard to find an argument against 

providing all high-school students with laptops. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, 

first stating the position that this new technological approach to education will be a step in the right 

direction, then presenting the downfalls of “backpack-breaking stacks of textbooks,” moving to the 

educational issues … addressed through the use of laptops (his entire class was able to … deepen 

their understanding) and benefits of an understanding of basic technology, and concluding with the 

idea that this advancement will allow students to … gain a deeper insight and remain more 

organized. Appropriate transitions are used (For years, From this information, Aided by laptops). 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (As a student attending 

the school, I believe that … The benefits of this new solution will be both innumerable and 

invaluable to each and every student). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence 

length (Also, by using laptops, teachers were able to better engage their students in a learning 

experience). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Recently a and before, 

because), agreement (were now able and in 2003 … students report), and vague pronoun references 

(it would be unable to go and this soon develops) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion:. Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker in 

language use and conventions. 
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Anchor Level 4 – A       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (I agree with the district’s proposal to replace 

textbooks with laptops). The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in 

the documents and the assigned task (In science classes students at Empire High can watch cell 

division occur, rather than just talking about it). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details from the 

documents to discuss the unlimited access to information laptops offer (In the article, an American 

history teacher, using laptops instead of textbooks, came upon the Constitution of the Confederate 

States of America and In the table, 73% … used the computers to complete their assignments). The 

discussion of the physical drawbacks of textbook use is developed primarily through personal 

observation rather than document detail (amazing that more bags haven’t ripped apart). 

Organization The response maintains a clear and appropriate focus (I agree with your decision. Students need to 

go purely digitalized). The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first expressing agreement 

with the proposal and stating three reasons why, followed by paragraphs of explanations for each. 

The third paragraph lacks internal consistency, as it shifts discussion from a focus on the physical 

drawbacks of books to positive research conclusions. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (all things that will help 

them later in life. Thank you for taking your time to read this). The response occasionally makes 

effective use of sentence structure and length (The information in a textbook, as valuable as it is, is 

incomplete and minimal). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (history hadn’t; And 

without; assignments. And), grammar (The textbooks … skips and have to evaluated), and a lack of 

parallel structure (computers helped students find health information, find a job, online banking) that 

do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning  Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (The benefits of using laptops in a classroom far 

outweigh the disadvantages it may have). The response makes implicit connections between 

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Wouldn’t it be even higher of a 

number if students had all-day, everyday access to Google information they need?). 

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details from the 

documents to discuss the advantages of using laptops (Some advantages include more engagement in 

learning, more ability to meet curriculum goals, and more chance of students completing classwork). 

The idea that using laptops is an easier way for students to work in school is less developed. Some 

information is unsupported by the text (textbooks loaded with … useless information and Every 

student … hate using textbooks). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the benefits of using laptops in school (the use of laptops 

… allow every student to access what they need, at home and at school). The response exhibits a 

logical sequence of ideas, first addressing the fact that the computer … has come a long way, then 

noting the many advantages and some disadvantages of using computers in school. The response 

lacks internal consistency in the third paragraph, presenting a series of loosely connected ideas. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (We should follow this 

advice and integrate laptops into teaching). The response occasionally makes effective use of 

sentence structure and length (Of course, there are disadvantages as well). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (students screens and and if 

they are confused, they) and grammar (advances that assures, a person … their, Although computers 

… it is) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 4 – C       

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (Laptops open up a student’s ability to learn). The 

response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the 

assigned task (If you were to test this theory at our school district, you would find the results to be 

very good). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (Students can learn anything they 

want about any subject in school by using Internet services on a laptop and As seen in the chart 73% 

of students in grades 9–12 … use their laptops to complete homework). 

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (So our school district should provide students with laptops). 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first establishing a need for laptops in schools 

(Our school district should use laptops as the major tool for teaching students), then presenting 

some general information about their benefits (it really opens up how much they can learn and 

students would be more than willing to learn), followed by statistics from the chart. Some internal 

inconsistency exists in paragraph 3 through lack of internal transitions and the shift in discussion 

from statistics to homework. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (By providing laptops you 

would be giving students an oppurtunity). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence 

structure and length (This oppurtunity would be the power to learn). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (learning it, state ” … the, 

students efforts, laptops they) that do not hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in 

development. 
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Anchor Level 3 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating that the district should replace our school 

text books with laptop computers. The response makes superficial connections between information 

and ideas in the document and the assigned task (Studies show that student’s that use laptop’s 

instead of text books pay attention more). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the document to support purchasing laptops to 

replace textbooks (confined to the information from the book) and to discuss a possible problem and 

its solution (Teachers can go on their computers and check on any of their students to see what they 

are doing or what they are looking at). There is no reference to the chart. 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the replacement of textbooks with laptop computers. The 

response exhibits a rudimentary structure, presenting an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a 

brief conclusion that qualifies the focus. 

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Hello … and I agree). 

The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (There can be 

software put on the computers to prevent students from messaging their friends, even when they are 

at home). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (effectivly, cirriculums, 

where as), punctuation (student and I; laptop’s; the student’s), and grammar (where as books you 

are and whether that want) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in 

language use. 
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Anchor Level 3 – B     

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by suggesting eliminating tradional textbooks and 

replacing them with up to date laptops. The response makes superficial connections between 

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (I purpose to you that we look at the 

future and the advancment of technology and reconize its abilitys). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (46% of all students complete school 

assignments using the internet and 73% of students 9 through 12 use the internet for completing 

school assignments). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on supporting the replacement of textbooks with laptops (I 

personally agree with replacing textbooks with laptops throughout schools) but loses focus, 

presenting statistics to support the very high percentage of students K through 12 who already 

use the internet. The response does not connect these statistics with the need to replace 

textbooks with laptops. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure but ineffective transitions 

weaken internal consistency (There are several examples, For example, These are excellent 

examples). 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (This statement really 

shows my opinion on the elimination of texbooks statement). The response exhibits some attempt to 

vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (If you were to look at internet 

activity K through 12 indivually the tables turn a bit). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (reconize, tradional, 

indivually), punctuation (use. Such as; Baker the; She says “The), and grammar (much take and 

There a … percentage) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 3 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, stating I think that all schools like Empire High 

School in Vail, Arizona should replace text books with laptops. The response makes superficial 

connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Not olny does it 

make the students want to learn they are more enthralled with learning). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (Stitics have shown that 46 percent of 

students have completed their assignments and handed them in on time and in Science classes its not 

enough to learn about cell division, you have to watch it). 

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the idea that laptops can be very benifical, but fails to maintain it 

(if a student is more cenfootable with using text books then they should be able to). The response 

exhibits a rudimentary structure, consisting of an introductory opinion (I agree), a series of loosely 

related statements to support the position taken, and a single-sentence conclusion. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (Then they are prohibited from going on any other school site) that is 

sometimes imprecise (taken for “taking,” coast for “cost,” their for “they’re”), with little awareness 

of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for 

effect, but with uneven success (The computer helps children serch for what their looking for faster 

and are less frustreted when they can’t find it). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (coencide, adtional, suppost), 

punctuation (pricipal says; engaded.” Baker; says Although), paragraphing, and capitalization 

(Class room, the Students to, in Science classes) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker in 

conventions. 
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Anchor Level 2 –A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the documents (Michael frank’s who was the 

first year of biology class students organize the data and the Graph showing the result of his work). 

The response alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (The key 

of making Laptoops students and teacher feel more better because … they not using that much that 

text book). 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (Now when he 

have a computer and Later They will correlate the data from the experiment in a Power Point). 

There is no reference to the chart. 

Organization Suggests a focus on replacing textbooks with laptop computers (One of the Main reasons that I 

agreed to the Proposal of Laptop is because many students especially in High School is very 

important to used Laptop for the work that the teacher give). The response lacks organization in that 

it consists of one paragraph of loosely connected ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Process for “progress”). The response reveals little awareness of 

how to use sentences to achieve an effect (They Yets only using more the Laptoop to research the 

information that they Need to complete their work that the teachers gave). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Laptoops, tecnology, 

attendence), punctuation (give for example, Michael frank’s who, “The … Nature” “Students), 

capitalization (Projects, Passage, Limits), and grammar (important to used, how important is, 

he have) that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 2 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents, stating that it will be easier for everyone but it 

will be a distraction towards education. The response alludes to the documents but makes unclear 

connections to the assigned task (Kids will be at school not to learn but just to go in the internet 

nothing else). 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague and unjustified (In 

the passage and in the table as you can see Females be more on msn, E-mails then doing their 

homeworks). 

Organization Suggests a focus on why laptops should not replace textbooks [No matter how easy you (the Board of 

education) make it people still going to fail and not do what they have to do so, I have to disagree]. 

The response lacks organization, consisting of one paragraph of loosely connected ideas. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (I have to disagree upon 

what you guys are trying to do of taking the textbooks away and replacing them with computers). The 

response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (The textbook will help 

you in so many ways too even that you have to struggle and think a lot). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (table as you can see 

Females, everyone but, make it people), capitalization (E-mails and Board of education), grammar 

(males be playing and people still going to fail), and usage (disagree upon and to do of taking) that 

make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 2 – C      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the documents (My Overall Point is why spend 

thousands when you can Pay hundreds). The response alludes to one document but makes unclear 

connections to the assigned task (Although a computer can provide better information than a 

textbook. The textbook is easier to find what your lookin for). 

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the document are vague (Yeah there fast 

and Provide good info). There is no reference to the graphic. 

Organization Suggests a focus on why laptops should not replace textbooks (Although textbooks kill trees we can 

replace them and laptops need charging and it drains energy and it wasteing very large amounts). 

The response suggests organization through the use of paragraphing, but ideas are loosely connected. 

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience (gonna and laptops in this school 

stink anyway). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (If I 

broke it would be too much to replace and a textbook cost more less than a laptop). 

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (inappropiate, poping, 

wasteing), punctuation (First off a, Plus where, dont), capitalization (Pictures and laptops), grammar 

(some student write and there fast … on it), and usage (responsibility for and your far … I closed) 

that make comprehension difficult. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities. 
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Anchor Level 1 – A      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding, making only a brief reference to the task (technology 

… should be in the schools). The response makes no connection between information in the 

documents and the assigned task. 

Development Is minimal. Development is limited to a personal response (If we had laptops … it would save the 

time and money). 

Organization Suggests a focus on the need for laptops in schools, but shows no organization. 

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (if you want to go to a 

technology school then yes maybe). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure 

and length for effect, but with uneven success (In the homes, work, car, even on your way to school 

of work, they are on the trains and buses). 

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (where but; part. The; 

textbooks then) and usage (time of age and technology … they) that hinder comprehension. 

Conclusion: Although, the response best fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1 

because it makes no reference to either document. 
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Anchor Level 1 – B      

Quality Commentary 
The response: 

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding (You can do many things to change a school district). 

The response makes no connections between information in the documents and the assigned task. 

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. 

Organization Shows no focus or organization. 

Language Use Is minimal. 

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities. 
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Part B — Practice Paper – C
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Part B — Practice Paper – D
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 3    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat stronger in 

language use and conventions. 
 

 

Practice Paper B–Score Level 4   

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities. 

 

 

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities. 
 

 

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat stronger in 

language use. 
 

 

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4    

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker in 

language use. 
 







Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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