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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
32 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The first map contributes to the understanding of “Rushing West” because it shows how people traveled 

overland to get gold.  The map shows two major starting points, St. Joseph and Independence.  There are also 

lines showing the trails from these cities to Oregon and California. These parts of the map show the routes 

they took. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the first map contributes to the 

understanding of “Rushing West” (by explaining the start point and the trails). The response provides a 

sufficient number of details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The Oregon, 

California, and Santa Fe Trails were the most popular wagon routes to the west” and other major 

starting point were the Missouri cities of St. Joseph and independence”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the first map contributes to the 

understanding of “Rushing West” (it shows how it might be a long or short trip on the Oregon Trail, 

California Trail or the Santa Fe Trail). The response provides a sufficient number of details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt (it took 7 months to get to California from East Coast cities 

such as New York and overland was the cheapest way, but the map shows it was also the longest).  This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the first map contributes to the 

understanding of “Rushing West” (it shows the path also it show the three paths). The response 

provides a sufficient number of details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“It takes 7 

months to get to California from to East Coast cities” and “California and Oregon are the most popular 

paths”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the first map contributes to the 

understanding of “Rushing West” (by showing in the map that it was hard to travel in 1849); however, 

the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Each way was hard and 

dangerous”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 
32 

 
 
 
  

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

While this response includes one relevant detail from the text to develop the response (Forty-eight 

thousand went overland), no valid inference from the text is provided. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the first map contributes to the 

understanding of “Rushing West” (because it showed the roots they took); however, the response does 

not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

32 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the task (where to find rushing west).  

  



 

Page 14 
 

GUIDE PAPER 8 

32 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the task (the first map is because they found 

it first). 

  

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

33 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The letter is included in paragraph 15 of “Rushing West” because it shows why people chose to make the long 

and dangerous trip.  Making the trip means a lot to the letter writer because he wrote that he left people he 

loved and risked everything just to do it.  He also wants to make money, like all the other travelers, so he has 

an easier life. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the letter is included in paragraph 

15 of “Rushing West” (to show how much people wanted the gold). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“I have left those that I 

love as my own life behind and risked every thing and endured many hardships to get here” and “I 

want to make enough to live easier and do some good with, before I return”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the letter is included in paragraph 

15 of “Rushing West” (the author wanted to show how hard it was to go from the east to the west). This 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (Many people got diseases and died and A lot of people missed the family just like S. Shufelt). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the letter is included in paragraph 

15 of “Rushing West” (it shows how people risked their lifes just to find gold). This response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (S shufelt said 

he hoped his struggles would pay off with gold and people also had to leave behind the ones they loved 

the most just to find gold and a better life). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the letter is included in paragraph 

15 of “Rushing West” (the author wanted to give an example of a prospector that kept a diary/wrote 

letters); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Many 

prospectors kept diaries and sent letters home”). 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides two valid inferences from the text to explain why the letter is included in 

paragraph 15 of “Rushing West” (because S. Shufelt wrote a letter to tell his cousin how he feels and to 

tell his cousin how brave he was to leave his family and risk every thing); however, the response does 

not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (that letter was by S. Shufelt and 

letter was for his cousin and it was about his life that he did with the people and also he said to his 

cousin, I will return back); however, no valid inference is provided. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The reason why its called 

Rushing West is because the were rushing to get to Colofonia and they had to Sale west). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

33 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (S. Shufelt wrote a letter in 1849. 

He was talking about his family). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

34 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
Jack’s feelings about the sheep change in the beginning, the middle and the end of the story.  He starts 

out nervous, then gains confidence and finally is happy and proud. 

The first time Jack’s feelings about the sheep change is when the sheep are let off the truck.  Before he 

sees the sheep, he is excited about just riding around all day.  But, then the sheep make him nervous as they 

leave the truck because there are so many of them, and they are bigger than him. 

In the middle of the story, Jack starts to feel confident around the sheep instead of nervous.  He doesn’t 

want to “feel” sheep, like his dad suggests. Jack thinks that sounds crazy, and figures he’ll just bite them if he 

needs to.  Later on he runs around the sheep, “trying to look like I knew what I was doing.” 

By the end of the story, he feels happy and proud being around the sheep.  When he finally learns how 

to get the sheep going where he wants, the text says he feels “happy inside.”  He also feels like he is making a 

difference by helping the ranchers with the sheep.  He even says he knows now what his purpose is in life, to 

keep the sheep in order.  It’s amazing he learns all of this in one day, going from being nervous to feeling 

really happy. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  



 

Page 28 
 

GUIDE PAPER 1a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose   

(Jack’s feelings change about the sheep in paragraph 8). This response demonstrates insightful analysis (I 

can infer that Jack would eventually work with the sheep like his dad and Old Dex). The topic is developed 

with concrete details and quotations (They are bigger than him, This made him nervous, and I read that 

Jack felt like he was doing what he was meant to do). This response exhibits clear organization and 

skillfully links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (Starting in paragraph 8, This shows, I 

also read). The concluding statement follows clearly from the topic and information presented (Jack’s 

feelings changed because in the beginning Jack was nervous. At the end Jack knew his purpose was to tend 

the sheep). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

34 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 
 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(Jacks’ feelings about the sheep change at different times in the story). The topic is developed with 

concrete details and quotations (For example, Jack was excited, but then he saw a bunch of sheep and got 

really nervous, he tried giving the sheep “sheep eye”, and he got frustrated because they didn’t even look 

at him). This response exhibits clear organization and skillfully links ideas using grade-appropriate words 

and phrases (For example, Also, As you can see). This response provides a concluding statement that 

follows clearly from the topic and information presented (As you can see, Jack’s feelings change a lot in 

the story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

 
 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Jack’s feelings 

change so much in the story . . . right now I’m going to explain Jack’s feelings from top to botton). The 

topic is developed with concrete details and quotations (Jack gets exited because he finally gets to work 

with Bob and Old Dex, his stomach feels soft, and Jack trys to be brave enough to do this glare to the 

sheep, but the sheep ignored his). This response exhibits clear organization and skillfully links ideas using 

grade-appropriate words and phrases (So, because of that, as said in the story); however, no concluding 

statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few 

errors (trys, exited, botton). 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Jack’s feelings 

change about the sheep, and His feelings change when he’s trying to get a better sheep eye). This response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (His feelings change because he 

keeps trying harder and he cares more about being a better sheep dog). The topic is developed with 

concrete details (You were doing what you were meant to do, he ran back and fourth trying to look like he 

knew what he was doing, and Dad told me to calm down). This response exhibits clear organization and 

provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (This is how Jack’s 

feelings change in the story). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (fourth and know what he was doing after a while Dad 

told me to calm down I couldn’t).  
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

34 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Jack’s feelings 

about the sheep change in the story because when he saw Dad and Old Dex rounding up the sheep Jack 

was inspired). The topic is developed with details and quotations or other information from the text (I 

figured if all we did was ride out to where the world ended and back again, that would be enough for me, I 

was ready to do it, flat out, with all my heart, and “you should have seen Dad and Old Dex how they got 

those wolly guys all moving in the same direction”). The response exhibits clear organization, links ideas 

using grade-appropriate phrases (As you can see and I know this because). The concluding statement 

follows from the topic and information presented (In the middle of the story Jack changes his mind about 

the sheep). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors (wolly). 

  

Additional 



 

Page 38 
 

GUIDE PAPER 6a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 

 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Jack’s 

feelings change because he didn’t like the sheep). The topic is developed with details, quotations or other 

information from the text (didn’t like the sheep because it smelled bad, and when the sheep is right you get 

the feeling that it’s going to make a difference). This response exhibits clear organization and a concluding 

statement is provided (Jack’s feelings change because at first Jack didn’t like the sheep but now he does). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Jack’s 

feelings about the sheep change at different times in the story “Excerpts from sheep”). The response is 

partially developed from the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence (When Jack is 

giving the sheep the eye, he feels very excited his dad told him to calm down, but he couldn’t). This 

response exhibits some attempt at organization and provides a concluding statement (That’s when Jacks 

feelings change and why Jacks feelings change about his life in “Excerpts From Sheep”). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder 

comprehension (“Excerpts from sheep”, Jacks, lifes). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (His 

feelings changed from not really caring to I am going to do this at the end of paragraph eight). The 

response is developed with the use of some details and quotations from the text (he learned how to herd 

sheep, “I figured if worst came to worst, and the sheep wouldn’t do what I wanted, I’d just bite them” 

and “I knew for certain my purpose in this life and I was ready to do it, flat out, with all my heart”). 

This response exhibits some attempt at organization; however, a concluding statement is not provided. 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Jack’s 

feelings about the sheep change in the story). The response is partially developed from the topic of the 

essay with the use of some textual evidence (“And that eye Old Dex gave the sheep! and “I had the 

feeling you were doing what you meant to do, you beileved in it and was good at it”). This response 

exhibits little attempt at organization, lacks the use of linking words and phrases, and does not provide 

a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with 

occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (beileved and was). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(Jack’s feelings about the sheep change when he did not have to count the sheep, he just felt them). The 

response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops the idea with minimal evidence 

(his dad told he did not have to count the sheep but have feelings and feel them). This response exhibits 

little attempt at organization and does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions with some errors that do not hinder comprehension (his dad 

told he did not have to count the sheep). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces the topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Jack 

feeling about the sheep changed); however, the response demonstrates little understanding of the text 

(because of the dog the sheep had to go to the doctor and the doctor said we cant tell that it hurts). The 

response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but develops the ideas with minimal evidence (I 

knew for certain my purpose in this life, and I was ready to do it). The response exhibits little attempt at 

organization and no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions with occasional errors (Jack feeling, last report, cant, felling). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 12b 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the text (Jacks feelings have change because of whats 

happened and I don’t know why his feelings change). The response demonstrates an attempt to use 

evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence which is generally irrelevant (Jack’s dad said to 

keep an eye on Old Dex. You’ve got a chance to learn from a master). The response exhibits little attempt 

at organization and no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Jacks, whats, have 

change, hed)  
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GUIDE PAPER 13a 

34 
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GUIDE PAPER 13b 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text or task (Jacks dad is defendind his son 

Jack his dad told him to spy on someone). The response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence 

which is generally irrelevant (“Keep your eye on Old Dex, dad said”). The response exhibits little attempt 

at organization and no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions with occasional errors (Jacks, dex, defendind).   
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

34 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text (Jack feeling change because when he 

see sheep he like sheep).  The response provides no evidence. The response exhibits little attempt at 

organization and provides a concluding statement that is illogical (That is why Jacks feeling chage). 

This response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 

comprehension (Jack feeling, he see sheep, chage). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

35 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The main idea of paragraphs 7 through 9 is Young-sup is jealous of his brother’s New Year gift, a kite.  In 

paragraph 8, it says that Young-sup would usually have been happy with his gift of a game, but “his first 

feeling was one of envy” when they got their presents.  He also had to “hold back his jealous words” when he 

saw his brother’s kite. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 7 through 

9 (Young-sup is jealous of Kee-sup’s kite). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (His brother’s kite was wonderful and 

Young-sup had to swallow hard to hold back his jealous words). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 7 through 

9 (Young-sup liked Kee-sups birthday present much better). The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (he held back his jealous words 

and Normally, he would have been delighted to receive the popular board game, with its little carved 

men). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 7 through 

9 (Young-sup was jealous that Kee-sup got a kite and he didn’t). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“his brothers kite was 

wonderful” and “Young-sup had to swallow hard to hold back his jealous words”). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides one relevant detail (Kee-sup got a kite); however, no valid inference from the 

text is provided. 

  



 

Page 58 
 

GUIDE PAPER 5 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 7 through 

9 (Young-sup is jealous of Kee-sup); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

35 

  

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference (he feel jelous of his brother); however, the response only 

provides one relevant detail from the text for support (Kee Sup had been given a Kite few days ago). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

35 

  

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The main idea is the whole 

paragraph in 7 throgh 9). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

35 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (someone). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

36 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The character trait that helps Young-sup fly the kite is patience.  He “continued watching in silence” as his 

brother is unable to fly the kite again and again.  Young-sup really wants to fly the kite, but he doesn’t ask, 

waiting nicely until his brother offers Young-sup a turn. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain which character trait most helps 

Young-sup fly the kite (One character trait that helped him was his eagerness, because he wanted so 

badly to fly the kite). The response provides a sufficient number of details and other information from 

the text for support as required by the prompt (he felt a river of eagerness surge through him and he 

tried and triered). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain which character trait most helps 

Young-sup fly the kite (The character trait Young-sup had to fly the kite is confidence). The response 

provides a sufficient number of details and other information from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (Kee-sup said “I tried that before. A hundred times. It never works”. Young-sup still didn’t 

give up” and Young-sup tried different technique to get the kite in the air). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain which character trait most helps 

Young-sup fly the kite (The character trait that helps the most is patience). The response provides a 

sufficient number of details and other information from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(he knew the kite would not work because Kee-sup tryed every way and it did not work and “He did not 

bother to ask for a turn”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain which character trait most helps 

Young-sup fly the kite (knowledge); however, this response only provides one detail from the text for 

support (Young-sup knew that the technique that Kee-sup tryed didn’t work). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain which character trait most helps 

Young-sup fly the kite (he was jealous); however, this response only provides one detail from the text 

for support (Kee-sup wouldn’t let him so he wanted to do it better than him). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain which character trait most helps 

Young-sup fly the kite (Young-sup was patient); however, this response provides only one detail from 

the text for support (even when it didn’t work Young-sup kept trying). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The helper). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

36 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Me). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

37 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The author creates a feeling of sadness and gloom in paragraphs 1 and 2.  For instance, the author uses words 

like “dreary”, “gray” and “darkness.”  These words show that it’s a gloomy day and the mood is sad.  The 

“ominous clouds” also create a feeling of sadness and make you think something bad might happen in the story. 
 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the feeling the author creates in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 (The feeling that the author have is that they feel like something bad is going to 

happen). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (At the end of the afternoon banks of gray ominous clouds hoverd over and 

Darkness sat heavily). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the feeling the author creates in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 (The feeling he creates is a scarey feeling). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“banks of gray, 

ominous hovered over lake independence in Minnesota and “In the shadows of the oak tree stood two 

women and a boy). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 76 
 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the feeling the author creates in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 (The author create scaryness). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“At the end of a long, dreary 

afternoon” and “Darkness sat done heavily in Baker Park Reserve”). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (the weather is bad because he said 

that banks of gray, ominous clouds were headed there way and it slowly started to drizzle a little bit). 

While the response provides some information from the text, no valid inference from the text is present.  
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (Clouds hovered over Lake Independence in Minnesota and It was Halloween); however, no 

valid inference from the text is provided. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the feeling the author creates in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 (The feeling the author uses is scary and spooky); however, the response does not 

provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (They feel like they need to take 

care of the frogs and toads). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

37 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (One detail is that the 3 kids were 

trying to find frogs because of there noises). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

38 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The main idea of paragraphs 15 through 18 is it’s dangerous for the frogs to migrate, but there are ways to 

make it safer.  One way to help them cross the highway is the frog ferry.  Another way to deal with the 

problem is to build toad tunnels under the highway. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 15 

through 18 (The main idea of paragraphs 15 through 18 is all about frogs migrating and crossing the 

road). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“The frog ferry is one way to temporarily solve the problem. Frog crossing 

signs are helpful for warning drivers” and “Drift fences guide the animals to the tunnels under the 

road, allowing the to cross safely”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 15 

through 18 (The main idea from paragraphs 15-18 is ways frogs get aacross a dangerous highway). 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (One way is the frog ferry and Another way is the “Toad Tunnel”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 15 

through 18 (The main idea is about how there are many ways to help frogs). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (One example 

is toad tunnels and there are frog crossing signs). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 15 

through 18 (Paragraphs 15 through 18 main idea was frogs geting across the road safley); however, 

the response provides only one concrete detail from the text for support (“Toad tunnels are another way 

of saftily geting across the road). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (there are tunnels for frogs so they 

can cross the road saftley and there are signns that say “Beawere of Frogs” to keep them safe); 

however, no valid inference from the text is provided as required by the prompt. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain the main idea of paragraphs 15 

through 18 (the idea of paragraphs 15 and 18 is migrashon); however, the response does not provide 

two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

38 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The leapored frogs migrates 

because in Spring leapred frogs migrate out of the lake to breed ponds). The response addresses 

paragraph 6 rather than 15 through 18. 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

38 

  

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The main idea is about a frog 

and a tree). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

39 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The tools the workers use to study the lizards are important because there aren’t very many lizards left, so they 

need to be careful and not hurt them.  When the workers catch a lizard it is put in a mesh bag that keeps it safe.  

They don’t want to bother the lizards when they study them, so they put little backpacks with transmitters on 

the lizards.  Then, the workers can follow and learn from the lizards, yet stay far away from them. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

39 

  

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the tools the workers use to study 

the lizards are important (the tiny backpacks which held tiny radio transmitters and antennas help the 

wrks to follow and learn more about the lizards). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The transmitters helped the volenteers find 

the lizards again a few days later and “The volenteers used antennas and follow them to the lizards). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides several valid inferences from the text to explain why the tools the workers use 

to study the lizards are important (because they help the workers see where and when and what the 

lizards ate and to follow them). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt (“The volunteers used antennas to pick up beeps from the 

transmitters and follow them to the lizards” and “The volunteers wrote down what the lizards ate, when 

and where they ate it”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the tools the workers use to study 

the lizards are important (because without the tools, they would not have been able to follow the lizard 

or learn about them). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt (without the transmitter, the workers couldn’t follow the lizards and 

without the mesh bag, the lizards wouldn’t be kept safe). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the tools the workers use to study 

the lizards are important (because the tools will help the workers get more imformation about them and 

help protect them); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for 

support as required by the prompt.  
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides two valid inferences from the text to explain why the tools the workers use to 

study the lizards are important (so they can find the lizards, and so they can study it naturally); 

however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt.  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the tools the workers use to study 

the lizards are important (Because it help sientists and us to know more about Horned lizirds); however, 

the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt.   
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (when a lizard would catch a 

prey by using their body tools). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

39 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Lizards can be found in Canada 

and America they also eat ents). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

40 

 

 

  



 

Page 104 
 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Both articles, “Looking Out for Lizards” and “Beware of Frogs!” tell about animals that need help.  The 

lizards and frogs both need help because their population is decreasing, but in different ways.  Luckily though, 

they both are getting help.  In some ways it’s similar, but in some ways it’s different.  

Lizards and frogs need people to save them because they are decreasing.  According to “Looking Out for 

Lizards,” “They do know that there seem to be fewer and fewer of these lizards around.”  All of the building 

that people are doing is taking over where they once lived.  So, scientists are trying to find out more about the 

lizards to help save them.  The frogs are also losing their lives when they migrate as “they face a high fatality 

rate on the highway” when they try to cross.  In “Beware of Frogs!” a wildlife technician and others are trying 

to help the frogs get across so they don’t get squished by cars. 

The help these animals need is similar in some ways but different in others.  For instance, both animals 

are dying because of humans.  But, the ways humans are hurting them is different.  The frogs are dying because 

people are running over them when they try to cross a highway two times a year.  The lizards aren’t dying from 

cars, but from all of the houses and roads people are building.  The building is ruining their homes and killing 

the plants that are needed for the ants the lizards eat, so they don’t have enough food.  Another way they are the 

same, is that people are thinking of good ways to help without hurting the animals.  The frogs have buckets 

filled with lake water so they feel at home and don’t get hurt when they jump inside.  And, the lizards have 

mesh bags that keep them safe after they are caught by workers.  However, the help the people are giving the 

animals is different.  The volunteers are trying to help the frogs migrate and get across a dangerous road to 

safety.  But, in the other text, the workers are just watching the lizards to learn more about them.  Hopefully, 

what they learn will help them know what the lizards need to survive.   

In conclusion, both animals need help because there are fewer and fewer of them.  The help the lizards 

and frogs get is the same in some ways, yet different in others. 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.  
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

 

 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

 This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The 

animals from both articles need help). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the 

texts (They need help because they are decreasing, The help is similar because volunteers help these 

animals to stay safe and The ways people help are different). The topic is developed with relevant, 

well-chosen details from the text (“They do know that there seems to be fewer and fewer lizards 

around”, volunteers track them and then bring them back to their lab to study them and Then the 

release them with a tiny radio transmitter on the lizards). The response exhibits clear, purposeful 

organization, links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (According to the article, For 

example, Then, In conclusion).  This response provides a concluding statement that follows clearly 

from the topic and information presented (this is why these animals need help and why the help they 

recieve are similar and different).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions with few errors (recieve and voluntees). 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

40 

  

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 

  

 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2c 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (Both animals 

in the articles “Beware of Frogs” and “Looking out for Lizards” need help). This response demonstrates 

insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (frogs need help migrating across treacherous roads. 

The roads are dangerous to frogs because cars could easily run them over, It was similar because the help 

was provided by people and It was different because the frogs were in a dangerous situation, where the 

lizard just needed to be examined). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen details from the text 

(The story suggests several ways to help the frogs, such as the toad tunnel and a group of scientists found 

10 horned lizards, and put small tracking devices on them). The response exhibits clear, purposeful 

organization and provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic and information 

presented (In conclusion, both of these animals needed help. The help was similar yet different, too). The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors.  

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 
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GUIDE PAPER 3c 

 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The animals in 

both articles need help). This response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the text 

(Their problems are different from each other but also the same. They both are dying because of it, they are 

both being studied for the best way to help them, and it’s different because the horned lizard has a food 

problem). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen details from the text (The horned lizards need 

help because we are building on land that misquite grow seed, The leopard frog has to cross a road to get 

to its migration lake and the leopard frogs are being studied how to safely get them across the road. But 

horned lizard how to get food for it). The response exhibits clear organization and provides a concluding 

statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (That is how these animals 

problems are alike and different). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions 

with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (misquite grow seed, carpendar, animals). 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 

 
  



 

Page 115 
 

GUIDE PAPER 4c 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both 

animals need help and the help they need are similar and different). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate analysis (migration can be dangerous for the frogs because they have to hop in the road, there 

seem to be fewer and fewer lizards, and They are similar because they both are getting protected). The 

topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (volunteers help the frogs cross, People 

build malls and houses and roads where lizards once live and some other ants are pushing out harvester 

ants. The ants that the lizards eat). The response exhibits clear organization, links ideas using grade-

appropriate words and phrases (Acording to the text, For instance).  A concluding statement follows from 

the topic and information presented (Both animals need help and people are helping. This makes me think 

one day there will be more lizards and the frogs will be protected). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Acording, 

once live, both article). 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

40 

 

 

  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5c 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Animals in 

both articles need help).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension of the texts (the 

northern leopard frog can get squish from cars when they migrate, plus if they get getting squish again and 

keep on getting accidently kill by humans their population can decrease; this animals need is similar 

because for example, the frog ferry is helping the frog survive; But the help these animals need is different). 

The topic is developed with relevant details and other information from the text (because people make homes 

and buildings were the horn lizard lives taking out the plants and seeds that the harvester ants eat, so the 

population of harvester ants deacreases and the frog ferry is making the toad tunnels to help the frogs not to 

get squish). This response exhibits clear organization; however, no concluding statement is provided.  The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with some errors that do not hinder 

comprehension (deacrease, can get squish, getting accidently kill, their is less and less, specie, makeing). 

  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 
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GUIDE PAPER 6c 

 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (They both talk about 

animals that need help).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension of the texts (they 

talk about how the population of frogs is decreasing, A lot of frogs are dying because of moving 

automobiles, when crossing the street and Horned Lizards are being forced out of their homes because of 

things being built). The topic is developed with the use of some information and examples from the texts 

(People try to stop frogs from being killed by putting up signs with messages such as Beware of Frog 

Crossings, The scientists studied them and then they were able to help them, They were able to find what 

food they needed and what habitat they lived in). This response exhibits clear organization and provides a 

concluding statement (In conclusion both frogs and lizards are being helped).  The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b 

  

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (These 

animals need helpby they facing human dangers).  This response demonstrates a literal comprehension of 

the texts (Cars run over frogs all the time, Lizards’ habitats are being destoryed by new buildings, Frogs 

and lizards both need our help in different ways). This response is partially developed with textual evidence 

some of which may be irrelevant (Frogs come in huge groups. Without humans to help not many make it 

alive and Lizards need to gain their habitat back and their food supply). This response exhibits some 

attempt at organization; however, no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions with few errors (destoryed). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8a 

40 

 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 8b 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (In these two 

articles the animals need help). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (In Beware 

of Frogs they need help with crossing the road and In Looking at for Lizards they need help about their 

health and other stuff). This response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of textural 

evidence, some of which is irrelevant (The frogs follow bright lights of pickup trucks and the lizards need 

help because people are building buildings and houses where they lived). This response exhibits some 

attempt at organization and provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and 

information presented (This is why the animals need help). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions with few errors. 

 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9a 

40 
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GUIDE PAPER 9b 
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GUIDE PAPER 9c 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (I think both 

animals need help, the two storys are the same because they both talk about desert animals, the two storys 

are different because the first story talks about frogs). This response demonstrates a literal comprehension 

of the text (because the lizard eats ants and when people move to the ants. There are less ants for the 

lizards to eat). This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence which is generally invalid or 

irrelevant. (because in the frog story the frogs are all alone because nobody wants to be around the frogs 

and There are less ants for the lizard to eat). The response provides a concluding statement that follows 

generally from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, these two selections are the same and 

different from the information I had given).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions with few errors (it need help and storys). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10 

40 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

animal’s in Beware of frog’s! need help because they can’t find there home and the animal’s in Looking out 

for Lizards need help because they were fewer horned Lizards). The response demonstrates an attempt to 

use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal evidence (all the animals were saved and in there 

homes). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and no concluding statement is provided. The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder 

comprehension (frog’s, there, animal’s, get are similar). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the task. The response demonstrates an attempt 

to use evidence some of which is irrelevant (predators are trying to eat the lizard but the lizard was 

hiding and the frogs i need help because of the frog ferry). This response exhibits little attempt at 

organization and no concluding statement is provided. This response demonstrates a lack of command 

of conventions, with frequent errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Both 

anmals need help because there both animals and they mite not servive). The response provides no 

evidence. This response exhibits no evidence of organization and no concluding statement is provided. 

This response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response uses language that is directly copied from the prompt (Both articles focus on animals that 

need help). The second sentence is a paraphrase of prompt language (The frog and lizard need similar 

and different things). 
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

40 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the text and task (If we don’t have both the 

lizard and frog no one could have a pet that is not a lot of work). The response provides evidence that 

is irrelevant (We would have more flies and harvest ants in our house too!). 

Additional 
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