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2-Point Rubric—Short Response

Score Response Features
2 Point The features of a 2-point response are
* Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the
prompt
* Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
+ Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information
from the text to develop response according to the requirements of
the prompt
» Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text as required by the prompt
* Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability
1 Point The features of a 1-point response are
* A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as
required by the prompt
*» Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, andf/or other
information from the text to develop response according to the
requirements of the prompt
* Incomplete sentences or bullets
0 Point™ The features of a 0-point response are

» A response that does not address any of the requirements of the
prompt or is totally inaccurate

* A response that is not written in English

* A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

» Ifthe prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response
can be scored no higher than a 1.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session
leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no
response attempted).
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New York State Grades 4-5 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric

SCORE
CRITERIA CCLS 4 3 2 1 [
Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level: Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: —cleafyinroduce atopicina | —clewlyitoduce atopicina | —inreduce atopicin amanmer | —introduce alopicin amannee | _Comonsirate alack of
the extent to which the manner that follows logicaly from | manner that follows from the task | that follows genesally from the that does ot legicaly follow comprehension of the text{s) or task
eg3ay conveys ideas and W2 the task and purpose and purpose task and purpose from the task and purpose
information clearly and R 1'_9
accurately in order to ' —demaonstrate insightful —demaonstrate grade-appropriate | —demonstrate aliteral —demonstrate ittie
support an analysis of compeshension and analysis of comprehension and analysis of comprehension of the text{s) undersianding of the text{s)
topics or texts the text{s) the text{s)
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: —deveiop the topc with relevant, —develop the topc with sslevant —partially develop the fopic of the | —demonstrate an attempttouse | —peovide no evidence or provide
the extent to which the ) wielchosen facts, definiions, facts, defnitions, detals, es3ay with the use of some evidence, but only develop ideas | evidence thatis completely imelevant
essay presents evidence cmcr@tedetal_s, quotations, or quotations, or other infonmation te::tudguidmce, some of which wil_i1mi1inal,_ac5:asimd
from the provided texts to W2 other mformation and examples and examples from the text{z) may be irslevant g'm'ame ?.rhlch iz generally
support analysis and wg | fromthe textis) invalid or imelevant
reflection R.1-9 —austain the use of vared, —austain the use of relevant —use relevant evidence with

redevant evidence evidence, with somelack of inconsistency

vanety
COHERENCE, —eahibit clesy, purposeful —exhibit clear organization —exhikit some attampt at —exhitit it atiempt at —exhibit no evidence of organization
ORGANIZATION, AND organization organization organization, or atiempts to
STYLE: the extent to which gg?ll& are imclevant to the
Lhr;::?:gsl::{ﬂ:;llg ifeas, . } . . . ) ) i ) —exhibit no useof Inking wonds and
concepts, and information —akillfully lnk ideas using grade- | ik ideas using grade- —inconsistently Bnk ideas using | —lack the use of nking words | pheases
. ! appropriate words and pheases aporopniate wonds and phrases wiceds and phrases and phrases
using formal style and . .
precise language .2 i . . . ) i o ) —use language ﬂ_1at|s predominantly
L3 | —usegrade-sppropriate, —use grade-appropriate precise —inconsistently use approprate —ugze language thatis imprecise | Mccherent or copied directly from the
L& | stylstically sophisticated language and domain-specific language and domain-apecific or ingporopriate for the text{s) text{s)
language and domain-specific vocabulary vecabulary and task
v abulary
—ide not provide a concluding

—provide a concluding statement | —provide a concluding statement | —provide a concluding statement | —provide a concluding statement

that follows cleardy from the topic that follows from the topic and that followis generaly from the statement that is Wogical o

and information presented information presented topic and information presented | unrelated to the togic and

information presented

CONTROL OF —demonstrate grade-approprizte | —demonstrate grade-appropiate | —demonstrate emenging —demaonstrate alack of —are minimal, maxing aasessment of
CONVENTIONS: the extent command of conventions, with command of conventicns, with command of conventions, with command of conventicns, with conventions unrcliable
to which theeﬁay W fewr emors o_::casimdenas ﬂi_atda not SOIME emors _ﬂ1atma:.rll'n1del fﬂ:uentmc?s that hinder
demonstrates command of L1 hinder comprenension comprehension comprehension
the conventions of L2

standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling

=  Aresponsetotally copied from the text{s}with no orginal student writing should be scoreda D
* ConditionCode Ais appliedwhenevera studentwho is present fora test session leaves an entire construdedresponse questionin that sessioncompletely blank {noresponse

attempted).
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If the prompt requires two texts andthe student only references onetext, the response can be scored no higherthana 2.
If the studentwrites onlya personalresporse and makes no reference to thetext(s), theresponse canbe scored nohigherthana 1.
Responsestotallyunrelatedto the topic, illegible, orincoherent should be given a 0.




The Fejee Mermaid

by Elaine Pascoe

In the summer of 1842, New York City newspapers received a series of curious reports
from the South. Writers from several cities wrote that Dr. J. Griffin, a British naturalist, had in
his possession something truly amazing—an actual mermaid *taken among the Fejee Islands”
in the Pacific Ocean. He was bringing the preserved specimen to New York on his way home
to London from China, where he had bought it for the Lyceum of Natural History.

The newspapers jumnped on the story, and curiosity began to build. Could the naturalist
really have found a mermaid? The city would soon find out. Ads and flyers appeared,
announcing an exhibition. For “one week only;” the public would have a chance to seea
creature that had been known only through stories.

The mermaid was the talk of New York. People lined up to see it and to hear the scholarly
Dr. Grifhn speal about it. Most people had a bit of a shock when they actually laid eyes on
the specimen, though. The Fejee Mermaid was not like the mermaids of fairy tales. Nor was
it anything like the beautiful creatures pictured in the flyers advertising the exhibit. It was a
small, dried, ugly thing—"the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea had ever produced,”
one newspaper wrote. Its upper body looked more like that of a monkey than a maiden.

Some people said it was a monkey’s torso, joined to a fish’s tail. But other people were sure
it was real. There was no telltale seam between the body parts. And on display alongside the
mermaid were specimens of other unlikely animals.

There was a flying fish, for example, and a platypus—a telltale: something that indicates
mammal with a duck’s bill and poisonous spurs on its or reveals information

rear legs. Maturalists had once thought the platypus was

a hoax, but it turned out to be real. Perhaps the mermaid and the platypus were both what the
announcements for the exhibit claimed: “links in the great chain which connects the whole
animal kingdom.” After the weeldong exhibition, the Fejee Mermaid moved to the American
Museum on Broadway. It drew crowds there for a month and went on tour to other cities.
Everywhere the mermaid went, people paid to see it—whether they believed it was real or not.
That was just what P. T. Barnum, the proprietor of the American Museum, had planned.

“People Love to Be Humbugged”

Phineas T. Barnum was probably the greatest showman in American history. In 1542 he
had just bought the American Museum, which housed a dusty collection of oddities. He was
determined to male it New York’s leading attraction. And when he saw the Fejee Mermaid, he
knew he had found a way to bring people through the museum’s door.

Page3



10

11

The “*mermaid” was just what it looked likke—a dried monkey’s body stitched to a dried
fish’s tail. Fake mermaids like this were nothing new. Sailors had been bringing similar
curiosities back to America and Burope for many years. This one had been around since 1817,
when a sea captain bought it in the Pacific. Believing that it was real, the captain paid a small
fortune for it. He never made money from his investment. After he died, his family sold the
mermaid to Moses Kimball, a Boston showman. Kimball leased it to Barnum for $12.50 a
weele

How was Barnum able to turn this crude fale into an overnight sensation? With shameless
hype. Barnum was a master at promotion. He didn't care whether people believed the
mermaid was real or not. He knew that if he could create enough buzz about it, people would
pay to see it.

The reports that appeared in New Yorl newspapers were actually written by Barnum. He
sent them to friends in Southern towns. The friends then mailed them to the New York papers
over a period of weeks, in time with Dr. Griffin's supposed journey toward the city.

Griffin was no more real than the mermaid. The scholarly naturalist was actually Levi
Lyman, a friend of Barnui’s. He first took on the role in Philadelphia, where he allowed
a small group of newspaper editors to have a peek at the mermaid. The stories they wrote
helped build “mermaid fever” in New Yark. So did the flyers showing beautiful mermaids,
which Barnum had printed.

Trumped-up science was part of the promotion, too. The first half of the 1800s saw a
flowering of new theories and research in natural history. Barnum made his hoax more
believable by having a “scientist” present it and by including actual animals such as the
platypusin the exhibit. Of course, real scientists were quick to spot the fake. But that didn't
stop Barnum. New ads urged people to see the mermaid and draw their own conclusions.
*Who is to decide when doctors disagree?” the ads declared.

The Fejee Mermaid helped malke Barnum'’s museum a huge success. It was just one of
countless curiosities that filled the museum’s five floors. Like the mermaid, many of the
exhibits were fake. No one seemed to mind. As Barnum said, “People love to be humbugged”
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

43 Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the article to support your response.

Possible ExemplaryResponse

The newspaper says the mermaid was
it wasnot wdtea and was vepylodd loekingpcec or di ng t
the ones in fairy talesr like the ones in the flyett was actuay a @ s ma
more like a monkey than a beautiful maiden fromsisa

it he most odd
o the text, t
[ dtraiscelabked u g

Possible Details to Include:
1 Other relevant texibased details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

we Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)7 Use two details from the article to support your response.

That newsEapRr sad e mefmad was odd
o2Lavse no one c}?cdtd"he wecraid Yo \ooV dried
UP. For examele, m paragragn B, ¥ uays, Te upeery
ody \cok wore \¥e dnar ofF 3 monkey than a
masden, | Ao, & \)3(63‘89\'\ L, ktﬁqs)“Somg peopie
3 o WES 4 moncey's 'b‘so“y-rtcs 0 afen's
-\—a;\."-“'(fe'c‘o(e, 0 ong expected v Yo oo\ wm:)
ualim* Yan 3 mernad n Fa\f\\ fales,

ScorePoint 2 (out of 2 points)

This responserovidesvalid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid dilzes most odd of
all oddities earth or the sea had ever prodéi¢ed one expected the mermaid to look driecandno
one expected it to look way uglier than a mermaid in fairy }alBse reponse provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the pd@tapipper body look
more like that of a monkey than a maiél@and 6Some people said it was a morReprso, joined to a
fish@ tail€). Thisresponse includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

43 Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was *the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the article to support your response.

“’Io_ CeoSon Lu“f’ig omne Dew)s Rehter 3‘1“.\52{] ‘H‘rcn\-

vas beccuse U loolbed odd- had Hom
M ParSomo) Conpaeck o Ve Seen romly
Q&%Q h%lr(_é merrtﬂn:-,-;\,%. RQCGT&:H&-LQ) Rm&gf@h
3T Shges Thsos o Sy dried; by %iﬂg
'q—ﬂl ol odd of ol odd ke eorth o the

Seo hed @ire Ploducad. Alse the tedf S futes

IPS PP Ec-clg Vod maore Lk “m!— of o
mm%&? H"l':-.ﬂ a M aifens o4 L\b"nrd .

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This reponse makes a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaidheasost odd of
all oddities earth or the sea had ever prodédétdlooked odyl. The response provides a sufficier
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the pibnvps (a small, dried,
ugly thing and I1t@ upper body looked more like that @fmonkey than a maidgnThis response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all odditles earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)7 Use twe details from the article to support your response,

The Ore News c cad Hre mamad
wie ¢ the moet odd o€ all odd vries
et or Fhe sec hdd ever produced”
heécayvse. *H.'Ef rgﬁ.‘fmali wicls Unuspal,
The Mmerma d W8 noY Lke phe
mesmad 1n o f-'a{rj W\, The medl

Wous Uy, dry, 00 ¥s™ gppec body
”ﬁ- A %nk‘%’ h

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This responserovidesa valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid dttzes most odd
of all oddities earth or the sea had ever prodéi¢d@ mermaid was unusyaillhe response provides {
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the pitraphérmaid
was not like the mermaid in a fairglé and The mermaid was ugly, dry, an®iupper body is like a
monkey. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermadd was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph )7 Use two detalls from the acticle to support your response.
The. NEWS BFU Snd  this
berause  the 'l'Oi?SoF looked ma(e.
Wke o m.gnkﬂ\{ then  Mea,
Also, the oeople oy
]:%u’nﬁ.}l

T N to be
E\::a.:Pf ?’i m@o yﬂ

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This responserovidesvalid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid dilzes most odd of
all oddities earth or the sea had ever prodéi¢ge people thought it was going to be beutiful but it w

ugly); however, the responsmnly provides one concrete detail fronthe text forsuppot (The torso

looked more like a monkey then maidérhis response includes complete sentences where error

not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

43

Why did oae newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)7 Use two details from the article to support your response,
e Mews papef sad s YeEcause
"gﬂEH | Houw 5Efr_rj1‘}"ﬂ_+ Yhe MEFMUJJ* IO goA
‘E?E‘.. 'Prc"r]rg. E fﬁE’b" o\so %ﬂuﬂhh{' Er !GG%(E‘JI
Lilke  a” mon J"‘uf’j.

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

Thisresponserovidesv al i d i nferences from the text to e
oddities earth or (tthegthosightahatithe therreaid evas gpnnacbd pisitEl ey
also thought it looked like a monRehowever the response doesinprovide two concrete details from thg

text for support as required by the proniphis response includes complete sentences where errors d
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea
had ever produced™ (paragraph 3)7 Use two detalls from the article to SUPPOIT YOUr respomse.

‘i‘a‘i‘ﬁtmﬁﬁ _H“‘\JEL RO ole
M“ﬂ T Jr\‘ \gﬁiagf Ry
N Jﬁ\\a‘j 5 o .

ScorePoint 1 (out of 2 points)

This responserovidesa valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid dttzes most odd

of all oddities earth or the sea had ever prodé¢gat people thought it looked wierd when they sg

it); howeverthe response does not provide two concrete details fromxhiitesupport as required by
the prompt.
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GUIDE PAPER 7

43| Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was “the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the article to support your response.
Ore Newspope. Saus the
mermad wad The O?nos-\— odd
E’)fdoll oddujmg,s ;Cgr‘\'h or Seq

ad ever Produc lxamﬁ e hack
+hen eror-\—er S hove Deen md: ns
thnas ot aren + pelieveablt
Others.

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response does not address any of the requirements of the pfngpnhéwspaper says thg
mermaid was the most odd of all oddities earth or sea had ever produced beaucause bag
Reporters have been finding things that aren t believable to ¢thers
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GUIDE PAPER 8 Additional

43

Why did one newspaper say the mermaid was "the most odd of all oddities earth or the sea

had ever produced” (paragraph 3)? Use two details from the artide to support your response.

T, haw Rner Tompesl on He_ stony
A He cwips by bedan 4o
& Mermad 0F  He nersparyn

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)

This response is unintelligibl&lge new Paper Jumped on the story #mcuriosity began to becomg
a mermaid of the newspaper
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

44 What main idea of “The Fejee Mermaid” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10% Use

two details from the article to support your response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

These three paragraphs suppbd main idedhatthe Fejee Mermaidurned out to be a fake and Bam was
really tricking peopleThe naturalist that was bringing the mermesdNew Yorkwa s ndt a doct ol
He was really a friend of Barnum and was playatmng with the madep story.Another example of the hoax

is that the reports abouth e mer mai d were all written by Bar num.

Possible Details to Include:
1 Other relevant texibased details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1

44

What male iden of “The Fejee Mermald” is supported by paragraphs 8 through 107 Use
two details from the article to support your response.

Pangrghs 44 Svpprg Nie man 18 08 hou PT Bamvm
‘fﬂ'd:d Propk into wasting 1o see e mermad  6nféiie vas
M oore ol Thaa the ptrmad” This stalts thad Dr B,
WL, ahﬂ, ard wass#y a ral aGrefal st Ase he s
eratts "ot ovrse, rpal SGINEYS VUt guidk 49 Spet the
o This Shges that the mermad 1fself sas 'rltz.
"W\‘,' e ot SYets ik +he mumaid masey of
Wt CAYIL wee Falr” Thic a%e shyenl thet 44
mimaid was Cakt and that L¢ vead + 4 4o -Mck".a

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This responsgrovidesa valid inference from the text to explain what main idea ofdilffee Fejee
Mermaic is supported by paragraphs 8 through RO'(Barnum tricked people into wanting to see t
mermaid. The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for supg
required by the promp@Griffin was no more real than the merméiadnd dof course, real scientists

were quick to spot the fakend dike the mermaid mangf the exhibits were fake This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

e mun ida s,
B Yceuds 1O & algout Qﬂd\?";‘mmﬁ
oy ol Qg Vaw Hey PrfReplam
Foi e ntasiel Wik O Gxomph»~=5
Lot Bacoum s {ngine) vo .
%\«3‘;‘\:5 m A Sheaws wt..ﬂ@a‘ﬁ
oMM (OdR WS Waa R
vore m\\Wb oy hagig afari @nhsk”
peRmt . gf\o:u- Q;((M"QE, 'S Wity
'l Mow S Obout k. &caoams
‘o Aaxk,” \rw @d'S Uropd pacee
*bcm\‘q\? rerenoid Qﬂé draw? ‘\‘Wﬁﬂ

"“?\G AV MR ROy

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This responsgrovidesa valid inference from the text to explain what main idea ofdfiftee Fejee
Mermaic is supported by paragraphs 8 through HOw( they got people intrested in. iThe response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for suppoegased by the prompt
(Barnum made his hoax more believable by havingg@entis¢ presené Xand oiNew ad@ urged
people to see the mermaid and draw their own conclug§ioiis response includes complet
sentences where errors do not impact readability
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GUIDE PAPER 3

44

What main ides of *“The Fejee Mermaki” s supported by paragraphs 8 through 107 Use

two details from the article to support your response.

7hece 15 a mamn 1000 Sufforkts
ﬂﬂfa ‘lfaﬂ/)s 8’ ~l() ,02?//
10€A 1S Le /m’/m,

/% %g& ﬁme

%’f St prsentd
150 d
e Val—yﬁ,s
s Co

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea d@hthd-ejee
Mermaick is supported by paragraphs 8 through L6v{ Lyma® mermaid was only a haoaxThe
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required
prompt He thought it would look more authentic if a scientist presented the meandide also
added real animals like the platypus is it will look lantiq. This response includes complet

sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

44

What maln idea of "“The Fejee Mermald™ is supported by parsgraphs & through 107 Use
two detalls from the arcle v support your response.

e o Q@ of ThuefejecMermad” e
Oae, WNE BLIACY OF Me v dCong e} monay
vom .\ . for €xa m pic Ak be ) W eoa e Aok e
Necoreored entugn UL OLowt ik PO pie

Would hear enougn Goout hrn"rnﬂarc‘
ol iy wesld or m.uiﬂa-l-n gaq
o aage ..

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This responsgrovidesa valid inference from the text to explain what main idea ofdilffee Fejee
Mermaick is supported by paragraphs 8 through the ewner of the mermaid can get money frgm

howe\er, the responseloes not provide angtetaik from the text for supportThis response includeg
complete sentences where errors do not impact rdidylab
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

44

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text as required by the @amptr(
made his hoax more belieable by havingsaientisé present it and by including actual animals bBus
the platypus in thexhibi)); however, the responsmesnot providea valid inference from the text ag

required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
readadity.
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