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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
43  

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The newspaper says the mermaid was ñthe most odd of all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedò because 

it wasnôt what people expected and was very odd looking. According to the text, the mermaid wasnôt at all like 

the ones in fairy tales or like the ones in the flyer. It was actually a ñsmall, dried, ugly thing.ò It also looked 

more like a monkey than a beautiful maiden from the sea. 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd of 

all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (no one expected the mermaid to look dried up and no 

one expected it to look way uglier than a mermaid in fairy tales). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (άIts upper body look 

more like that of a monkey than a maidenέ and άSome people said it was a monkeyΩs torso, joined to a 

fishΩs tailέ). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd of 

all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (It looked odd). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (It was a small, dried, 

ugly thing and ItΩs upper body looked more like that of a monkey than a maiden). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd 

of all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (the mermaid was unusual). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (The mermaid 

was not like the mermaid in a fairy tale and The mermaid was ugly, dry, and itΩs upper body is like a 

monkey). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd of 

all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (the people thought it was going to be beutiful but it was 

ugly); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (The torso 

looked more like a monkey then maiden). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain why the mermaid was ñthe most odd of all 

oddities earth or the sea had ever producedò (they thought that the mermaid was gonna be pretty and They 

also thought it looked like a monkey); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the 

text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the mermaid was άthe most odd 

of all oddities earth or the sea had ever producedέ (the people thought it looked wierd when they saw 

it); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt. 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (One newspaper says the 

mermaid was the most odd of all oddities earth or sea had ever produced beaucause back then 

Reporters have been finding things that aren t believable to others). 
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Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is unintelligible (The new Paper Jumped on the story and the curiosity began to become 

a mermaid of the newspaper). 

  

Additional  
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
These three paragraphs support the main idea that the Fejee Mermaid turned out to be a fake and Barnum was 

really tricking people. The naturalist that was bringing the mermaid to New York wasnôt a doctor or scientist. 

He was really a friend of Barnum and was playing along with the made-up story. Another example of the hoax, 

is that the reports about the mermaid were all written by Barnum. It just helped build ñmermaid fever.ò 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (P.T Barnum tricked people into wanting to see the 

mermaid). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (άGriffin was no more real than the mermaidέ and άof course, real scientists 

were quick to spot the fakeέ and άlike the mermaid many of the exhibits were fakeέ). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 16 
 

GUIDE PAPER  2  

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (how they got people intrested in it). The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(άBarnum made his hoax more believable by having a άscientistέ presentέΧ and άNew adΩs urged 

people to see the mermaid and draw their own conclusionsέ). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additiona l 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response makes a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (Levi LymanΩs mermaid was only a hoax). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (He thought it would look more authentic if a scientist presented the mermaid and He also 

added real animals like the platypus is it will look authentic). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what main idea of the άThe Fejee 

Mermaidέ is supported by paragraphs 8 through 10 (the owner of the mermaid can get money from it); 

however, the response does not provide any details from the text for support. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text as required by the prompt (Barnum 

made his hoax more belieable by having a άscientistέ present it and by including actual animals such as 

the platypus in the exhibit); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text as 

required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability.  

  

Additional  


