
 
 

 

6ELA SLM-T 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

2016 Common Core  

English Language Arts Test  

Writing  

 
 

 

 

Grade 6 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Scoring Leader Materials  
 

Training Set  

New  State  
Program  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Information  

 

ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs Wishò: From KATERINAôS WISH by Jeannie Mobley. Reprinted with the permission of 

Margaret K. McElderry Books, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Childrenôs Publishing Division. Copyright © 2012 

Jeannette Mobley-Tanaka. 

 

ñExcerpt from Summer Hawkò: From SUMMER HAWK by Deborah Savage. Copyright © 1999 by Deborah Savage. 

Reprinted by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

 

ñExcerpt from Flippedò: From FLIPPED by Wendelin Van Draanen, copyright © 2001 by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Parsons. Used by permission of Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Childrenôs Books, a division of 

Random House LLC. Any third party use of this material, outside of this publication, is prohibited. Interested parties 

must apply directly to Random House LLC for permission. 

 

ñA Universal Language: Futbol 4 Dreamsò: From ñA Universal Language: Futbol 4 Dreamsò by Kathleen Wilson 

Shyrock and Marcia Amidon Lusted, FACES: November/December 2011, issue: Can Soccer Unite the World? © 2011 

Carus Publishing Company, published by Cobblestone Publishing, 30 Grove Street, Suite C, Peterborough, NH 03458. 

All Rights Reserved. Used by permission of the publisher. www.cobblestonepub.com 

 

ñRecycling Electronic Wasteò: From ñRecycling Electronic Wasteò, HEROES OF THE ENVIRONMENT by Harriet 

Rohmer, illustrated by Julie McLaughlin © 2009 by Harriet Rohmer. Used with permission of Chronicle Books LLC, 

San Francisco. Visit ChronicleBooks.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developed  and  published  under  contract  with  the  New York  State Education  Department  by Questar Assessment Inc.,  5 55 0  U pp er  1 47
t h

 S t reet  

W es t ,  App l e  Va l l ey ,  M N  5 512 4 . Copyright  © 2016  by the  New York  State Education  Department.  All  rights  reserved.  This  publication  may  be 

reproduced  or  transmitted  for  the  purpose  of  scoring  activities  authorized  by  the  New York  State Education  Department.  



 

Page 1 
 

 

 



 

Page 2 
 



 

Page 3 
 



 

Page 4 
 

  



 

Page 5 
 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
A central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs Wishò is dreams donôt always come true. One piece of evidence to 

support this idea is when Katerina describes where they live in the second paragraph. The text states, ñPapa had 

dreamed of a thriving farm where we would live well. He had imagined acres of green fields, not the dry, barren 

hills of southern Colorado.ò Unfortunately, his dreams of a better life in America werenôt coming true since he 

didnôt have this farm, and had to work in a coal mine. Another example is when her father thinks working in the 

coal mines will help them save money for a farm. But, they can barely afford a dress and have no money saved 

after being there for nine months. Her mother might have been right when she says, ñOnly a fool believed in 

dreams.ò 

 

Possible Details to Include: 
¶ Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.  
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs 

Wishò (not everything is what is seems to be). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (Katerinaôs father thought America was going to be a 

wonderful place but it reality it was bad and Katerina thought that the creek was just another boring 

addition to America but she learns itôs something she will enjoy). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs 

Wishò (to have your dream come true you have to work hard). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (ñPapa had dreamed of a thriving farm 

where we would live well.ò; ñInstead, he spent long days underground, toiling in the unwholesome air of a 

coal mineò; ñMomma had determined to take on as much washing as we could from the bachelors in 

townò). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs 

Wishò (it takes time and work for a dream to come true). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (ñInstead, he spent long days 

underground, toiling in the unwholesome air of the coal mine. That tells me that it takes hard work, dreams 

donôt always come true at first, but if you work for it, they will and ñ. . . our pockets stayed empty and our 

ladder was never full.ò That tells me that it takes time, you need to be patient in order to get what you want 

(your dream to come true)). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs 

Wishò (her father had a dream and her fatherôs dream was to become an owner of a farm); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support as required by the prompt (Katerinaôs 

fathers dream to become an owner of a farm took them from Europ and brought them to America). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs 

Wishò (The central idea of the story is that a family from Bohemia moved to America to own a farm but were 

not successful); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional  
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Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of ñExcerpt from Katerinaôs 

Wishò (you will have to work very hard in life to get what you really want); however, the response does not 

provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 12 
 

GUIDE PAP ER 7  

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The central idea of the story is about a dress. Evidence to support my 

answer is ñAt least Trina will get a new dress,ò Aneshka said.ò Another, quote is ñIf you want to be going 

back to school in the fall, youôll be needing a new dress,ò she said). 

  


