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2-Point Rubric—Short Response

Score Response Features
2 Point The features of a 2-point response are
+ Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the
prompt
* Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
*» Relevant facts, definitions. concrete details. and/or other information
from the text to develop response according to the requirements of
the prompt
» Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text as required by the prompt
* Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability
1 Point The features of a 1-point response are
+ A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as
required by the prompt
» Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other
information from the text to develop response according to the
requirements of the prompt
+ Incomplete sentences or bullets
( Point* The features of a 0-point response are

* A response that does not address any of the requirements of the
prompt or is totally inaccurate

* A response that is not written in English

* A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

» Ifthe prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response
can be scored no higher than a 1.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session
leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no
response attempted).
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New York State Grades 6-8 Expository Writing Evaluation Rubric

SCORE
CRITERIA CCLS 4 3 2 1 [§
Easays at this level: Easays at this level: Essays at this level: Easays at this level: Essays at this level:

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: —clearly introduce a topic na — clearly mtroduce a topic in a —niroduce 2 topic in 2 manner that | —introduce a topic i 2 manner —demonsatrate alack of
the extent to which the ’ mannes m-_aiis compeling and manner that follows from the task follows gencrally from the taskand | that does not logically follow from comprehension of the text(s) or
essay conveys complex fiollows logically from the task and and purposs puRDDsE the task and purpose task
::::ﬂ::ﬁ;ﬂmm; in Hm;i e —demonstrate grade-sppropriste —demonstrate afteral —demonstrate itthe understanding
order to support claims in ;galer;:i?ss}lrma inzighiful analysis of anaiysis of the texifs) compechension of the text{s) of the text{s)
an analysis of topica or
texts
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: —develop the topic with rebevant, —develop the topic with relevant —partially develop the topic of the —demonstrate an attempt to use —paovide no evidence of
the extent to which the ’ wiel-chosen f._a:1s, deﬁnmms, facts, Fleﬁnmms, depails, _ Essay with the use c-f_scme textual e._ﬂdm!:g, but only -:!e.relcp ?deas provide e.liu:_laqce that is
essay presents evidence !:mcrmja_! detals, quotations, or other | quotations, or other mfonmation and fmdmce, some of which may be 'ﬂrIJ_ﬂ m_mlmal, u-:u:a_slm?l evidence | completely melevant
from the provided texts to we information and examples from the examples from the text(s) irrelevant :l'.IhII:h s generally invalid or
support analysis and R.1-4 textis) mrelevant
reflection ; . ; ) ;

—sustain the use of vanied, relevant | —sustain the use of relevant —use relevant evidence with

evidence evidence, with some lack of vaniety | inconsistency
COHERENCE —exhibit chear onganization, with the | —exhibit clear organization, with —eyhibit some attempt at —exhibit ttle attempt at —exhibit no evidence of
ORGANIZATI:)N AND skilrfl..llluse of q:lpfc-pnale and varied | theuse c-fa.ppmpﬂme transitions to urgmiz._m.jm, with mconsistent use urgaﬂ!zaﬂm, o attempts to organization
STYLE the exter;t to which transitions 1o creste aunified whole create a unified whole of tranziticns organize ans imslevant to the task
the essay logically and enhance meaning
Enr?l‘:;::::r{:?ﬁllgrﬁaﬁ‘n —eatablish and maintain a foomal —eatablish and maintain a foomal —eatablish but fail to maintam a —lack 3 foemal style, using —u=e language thatis
using fo rJrnaI style and W2 slylf.-, !.lsing grad_ew:ppmprima, style l_.|sir1§ pl_'e-:ise language and formal style, with incmsisml_use !aﬂguqe_maﬂs Imprecise o pra:_lmnir?aqﬂy incoherent or
nrecise language L3 styhstically sophisticated language domain-specific vocabulary of language and domain-specific inapproprate for the text{s) and coped directly from the text(s)

LE and domain-specific vocabulary with wocabulary task

a notable sense of voice

—provide a concluding statementor | —provide a concluding statement —provide a concluding statement —provide a concluding statement | —do not provide a concluding

gection that is compeling and follows | or section that follows from the of section that follows generally of section that ks llogical or statement or section

clearly from the topic and information | topic and information presented from the topic and information unredated to the topic and

presented presented information presented
CONTROL OF —demonsirate grade-appropriate —demonsirate grade-appropriate —demonsirate emenging command | —demonsirate a lack of command | —are minimal, making
CONVENTIONS: the extent command of conventions, with few cumm_and of conventions, wi'lh_ of cm'.raﬂuns, with some Emors ufcmvmﬂms, with frequent _ ass&_:smaqucmumﬂms
to which the essay W | Emors occasional Emors that do not hinder | that may hinder comprehension emors that hinder comprehension unrciable
demonstrates command of L1 comprehension
the conventions of Lz

standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling

. Ifthe prompt requires two texts and the student only references onetext, the respons e can be scored no higher thana 2.
. Ifthe studentwrites onlya personal respors e and makes noreference to thetext(s), the response can be scored nohigherthana 1.
[ ]

Responsestotally unrelatedto thetopic, illegible, or incoherent should be given a 0.

s Aresponsetotally copiedfrom the text{s) with no orginal student writing should be scored a 0.
* ConditionCode Ais applisdwhenevera studentwho is present foratest sessionleaves an entire constructed-response question inthat sessioncompletehly blank (no response

attempted).
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Katerina and her family came fo America from Eurape with a dream of owning a farm.
Katerina, or Trina as she is called by her family, is looking back over the past year.

Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish
by Jeannie Mabley

My Papds dream brought us to America. Momma said only a fool believed in dreams,
but she knew Papa, 50 she packed our trunks. And whether she believed or not, that
dream swept us out of Bohemia' and across the ocean. Wed arrived, in the autumn of
1900 in “a new land for the new century,” as Papa put it. By May of 1901, neither the
dream nor the country felt new. They both felt old and worn out. As I stood behind our
house, staring at a dozen bundles of filthy laundry, I couldn't help but think Momma had
been right.

Papa had dreamed of a thriving farm where we would live well. He had imagined
acres of green fields, not the dry, barren hills of southern Colorado. He had imagined
fresh air and sunshine, the bounty of the fertile land filling our larder and our pockets.
Instead, he spent long days underground, toiling in the unwholesome air of a coal mine.
And even with all this laundry Momma took on, our pockets stayed empty and our larder
was never full. Now that my sisters and I were out of school for the summer, Momma had
determined to take on as much washing as we could from the bachelors in town. But it
still wasn't likely to mean much money.

“This is too much wash to do in the kitchen,” Momma observed from the back door.
“It’s too much to do at all;” I grumbled.

“If you want to be going back to school in the fall, you'll be needing a new dress,” she
said. “And the money’s got to come from somewhere™

The new term would not start until October, when the schoclmaster returned from
one of the other coal camps in the area. But saving money wasn't easy. When we left
Bohemia, Papa had thought a year in the coal mines would earn us enough for a farm. We
had been here nine months already and had saved almost nothing.

“At least Trina will get a new dress;” Aneshka said. She was sitting on the back step,
kicking at the dust. “T'll just get her old dress cut down to my size, and Holena will get
mine that used to be hers”

I Bohemia: a district within the Czech Republic
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“I don't mind,” Holena said quietly from her seat beside Aneshka. She would be
starting school for the first time in the fall.

"Mind or not, it can't be helped,” Momma said, her mouth sefting into a thin, tight
line. It was almost the only expression she had worn since coming to America. "And yvou
do have to go to school” School was important. Momma had had few chances to learn
English. She relied on my sisters and me to translate for her.

Momma sighed, looking again at the big piles of coal-blackened laundry. “We'll take
this load down by the creel. That way we don't have to haul water. Trina, you carry it
there, and we'll all join vou when chores here are done”

I began hauling tubs and bundles of filthy clothes across camp and down the steep
slope to the little creek to the west. It took me four trips back and forth across the shabby
town, and each time I returned to the house it seemed Aneshka was working slower and
slower at her easy jobs. Holena, who was too little to help carry anyway, was watching
Momma knead the week’s bread dough. I glared at Aneshka as I gathered the bundles, but
she ignored me.

In the creek bottom, I found a wide, grassy spot and built a fire, then arranged stones
to balance a tub over the flames. Then I filled the tub with water from the creelc. By the
time I was done, my sweat-soaked dress clung to my shoulders. My mother and sisters had
still not arrived. I wiped the sweat from my forehead with the corner of my apron. Was
this all there was to my fathers dreams—sweat and coal dust and endless hours of work?

I stretched and looked around. If I was going to spend the day scrubbing filthy
clothes, I wasn't going to stay here while I waited for the water to boil. I deserved these
few minutes to myself. I wandered along the water’s edge, listening to the birds chirp in
the low bushes and trying to forget the drudgery of the day ahead.

A short distance downstream, the valley narrowed and turned. The slopes of the valley
became steeper, blocking the view of anything around the bend. I had never gone there.
For months, I had come only to the creek to draw water. My pace quickened as a flutter of
adventure stirred in my heart. I glanced back toward the laundry. My mother and sisters
still weren't there. I had time to see what lay beyond the shoulder of land.

Around the bend, I stopped in amazement. The creek spread out into a still pool. At
its edge, an ancient cottonwood tree leaned out, its massive branches reaching across until
they shaded the creek bottom from slope to slope. For a moment I thought I might be
dreaming. I had never seen this tree before.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE

43 What is a central idea of "Excerpt from Kaferinas Wish™? Use two details from the story to

SUPpOTt YOUur response.

Possible Exemplary Response:

A central i de&aokr i Boa 6isgy pd rseha man d o n One piecé of evilence ¢coo m
support this idea is when Katerinadescrivds er e t hey | ive i n the second
dreamed of a thriving farm where we would live welé had imagined acres of green fields, not the dry, barren
hills of southern Colorado. o0 Umkeoitanaeelendthicemn
didnét have this f ar m, Anatmdexamplelis when hev tathde thinka woekingcirotlzel
coal mines will help them save money for a faBut, they can barely afford a dress and have no money saved
after being there for nine monthd.er mot her mi ght have been right v
dreams. 0

Possible Details to Include:
1 Other relevant texibased details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
43 What is 2 central idea of “"Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish™? Use two details from the story to

SUppOIt your response.

A cenmro) deo o8 "Excerpt o Karert pos
Wian™ 1 notever AANING 1 WNOY LS
Seem to be For example v +he

ey Kokerna's Qodnen \hcu:c‘m

Amen co wod qoing +o DR O ncncieaf@u!
ploce Ut & YedhhY 1) wos boa Also,
Valkende heught thot e Cree -
INCSIRVEL ”ﬁﬂjr}’?&{ borng GaldiTion 1g
AMSAcar hul Sheltoing s Scmething
She vilen oy TS Shaewd Ahas veu
Snecuich Nor 12 So QW ¢4 to ud%e

SceRoi a(toaRpoi nt s)

Thresppmeea deasl i d i nferenceafcemtatfhlei Hxdoxdiaptteor f
Wi shot everything )JBheaevhrads gonssee epitso tiod ebse aes &
from the text for suppKoartterasnarésqudiartehcerby htohue

wonder f ul pl ace buatnkdiat ereahi tyhoughtwashadtadt heg
addition to Amer omat bhuthgs b)&aTehli ea frhessepmjnése si nc | |
where errors do not i mpact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2 Additional

What is a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerinay Wish™? Use two details from the story to

43

SUPpPOrt YOUr response.

A towend 020 fpen KORX NG Waon 16 thot 0 poae
YouS aam come U you has 77 wone hard
W oampe, W e exce@t (+ sud? Copn.  rad
dro:ufed cﬁa-}ht‘-wr\%-@aﬂh wnlle we woOoedd
e Well, ™ Then #e cONMae cfber 4o
ead “Inged, Ye opent long day wrd oy
*b.\,og- W0 e unwholesame guc of 2 caod mine,”
Tinowel &onpie s ot ¢ Nomma: rod
Oorerm iNe? A0 xake DO'B M WOBA G

0o we cowd Rov the boenelors (0 4owon )
Thiz srows +ot Mgmat oxd fagy, 1y

to wore rocd 1 get +heeLorm

SceRoi A(tooaRpoi nt s)

Thresppmaeea deasl id i nference from the texKatteor
Wieh¢ have your dream comelhter vye sypmwn stkea pe otva dw

concrete details from the t ePtapfaorhasdu pdp eratmeas
where we woufldnsltievaed ,welhd .Opent | ong days unde

coal ;miMoenina had determined to take on as mu
townmcdhi s response includes complete sentences
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GUIDE PAPER 3

43

What is a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish"? Use two details from the story to

SUppOrt your response.

The Central Wdea of “"Excerpt fom  WKorerina's
wWish" 15 that F dakes 4 and  work 0
0 deoam Y come xwe. In unen ot States,
o Inal\‘m@, he, spent hna days undﬁfaft:tuﬂdl -h;'Jlllﬁﬁ 0
He unwholezgme  cur of 4he coal mang.” That telis
Mg thad it dekes had worl, drcams don't ofways come
+rue ot Brs¥ bot o you wolll for o+ | they wiil In
The fm:sﬂar.f,.ﬁ' alko States, ... our peelitds  Stayed eomply
and oor ladder wes Novel fon.t hat icdls e That
ot hkez pme, You nced o be patienNt an order to

8;-'1- twhat L\,Fn.l u.?ur'l'f( Yot dreaam o cormd r.f'l.;:)

SceRoi a(tooRpoi nt s)

Thresppmeea deasl id i nference from the texKatteor
Wieh{ takes time and wo)yKhdéoresapamrsea mprrtov icdoe
concrete detail s ofrrtomast hree qtue xrtéidfnosiy e& dhpeps e ot

underground, toiling in t hlehaunwheolless oomee tahiart o
dondét al ways comeftyoeae wor&nif sayri bpo akheetys ws tld
|l adder was never full .o That tells me that it
(your tdoa @ @en)).tTrhu es response includes compl ete
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4

43 What is a central idea of “Excetpt from Katerinas Wish"? Use two details from the story to

support your response,
The centre) dee of T p’r froM
Keda iy o, Sh ;IS N Lhe Yex b b SJ—CA’QS
et her £dher had a dream and her
father 5 reem wes o bE(_’_G!’"""IG an owhar
Gf an(ar‘m.\faircrmcfg 'ELHBFQ orcarito
bECC}!’H ¢ A OwWner OI{T Ca AP ok
them fHromM E Urop cvie/ brovshi +hern
o )B( MeriC e,

ScePoi h(tooRpoi nt s)

Thresppmeea deasl i df ramet Bercé@ x¢tentor &Ix pil heldatoér i
Wielmeér father had a dream and her ffaahhmovwesv dr
response only provides one concrete det Kialt et 1
fathers dream to become anfEucwmer bobught ay me
response inclemdesncesmmwhetre errors do not i mpad
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GUIDE PAPER 5 Additional

43 What is a central idea of “Excerpt from Katerina’s Wish™? Use two details from the story to
support your response,
- 1 \ L l.-
YY\E Qar\)\f&\ kh@_{\\ Q{' N ECQ{'H{ S
ﬂ"\:b}( N '?@mx\x; ”FfQ,L{‘{\ AWM MG
K ;o !
(‘T\Q‘“in&% J\(;} #\m-:g—;-r IWOL T Qw\
b ] N
o TOMN Dur Wale vl suglesdl.
ScePoi h(toaRpoi nt s)
Thresppmeea deasl id i nference from the texKatter.
Wi shbeent r al idea of the story is that a f ami
not su)c;celsswaiMer , the respomscretde ede tnait | ssp pfproaq;

required blyhitsher g manpd ee isnecn tuednecse sc owrlpel reet er r or
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GUIDE PAPER 6

43 What is a central Idea of “Excerpt from Katerinas Wish"? Use two details from the story to

SUpPPOIt Your response.

T He cendral \Cea OF
"Exo i;ﬁ Yalermas (U
S Yot o e 0
(DO C‘;Jsru hed n e 10 8?,—£
NG ijé oMY LIONY,

ScePoi h(tooRpoi nt s)

Thresppmeea deasl id i nference from the texKatteor
Wiegodobu will kwevg bharwworh | ife Yo hewe whrat tyloe
provi dendrweot ec det ai |Issupfprooomt tahse rteegxufi hrifesdr rbeys ptohn
compl ete sentences where errors do not i mpact
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GUIDE PAPER 7

43

ScePoi (tooRpoi nt s)
Thiresponse i s (Tdtealcleyntirmdc ciudreaat eo f. tEhve dstnarey {
answer is AAt |l east Tri maiwi.lol Agett h®@rnewgwuot e 9
back to school in the fall,).youdll be needing
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