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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 
43 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
Paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to the development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President” by explaining 

the compromise that led to the choice of location for the White House and some information about the location 

chosen. The government headquarters had been in New York and Philadelphia but a compromise between 

Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton let to Congress agreeing for a more southern location. President 

Washington chose the final location on the Potomac River.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to 

the development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President” (These paragraphs contribute because 

they show how they decided on the location of the White House). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt  (“The government’s 

headquarters at the time was in New York City and later moved temporarily to Philidelphia, 

Pennsylvania” and “President Washington was asked to name the exact location of the new capital”). 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to 

the development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President” (because it starts of by talking about the 

first president and how he decided on a captal city.). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“president Washington was asked 

to name the exact location of the new capital” and “The nation did not yet have a capital city”). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to 

the development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President” (which is where, later on, they will make 

the home for the Presidents and maybe they like a house where some of the presidents had lived to 

honor them). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 

required by the prompt (“President Washington was ask to name the exact location of the new capital” 

and several of the thirteen states wanted the honor of hosting the capital”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the t ext to explain how paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to 

the development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President” (because it is telling us about our first 

president of the United States who is trying to find a good place for the White House); however, the 

response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (name the exact location of the 

new White House). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 5 
43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to 

the development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President” (To find out why and where the white 

house was built); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support 

as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (When Gorge Washington became 

the first president of the United States, the nation did not yet have a capital city); however, the response 

does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how paragraphs 2 and 3 contribute to the 

development of “Excerpt from A Home for the President”. This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (If George Whashington didn’t plan to make the house grayish then 

it wouldn’t be white after the british set it on fire).  
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

43 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It took eight years to build the 

president’s house No one could guarantee that congress would provide enough money for construction 

It was hard to bring building materials to the swampy area. By 1800 the president House was barely 

finished Only six rooms were completed E). 

  

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

44 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
From 1800 through 1814, the home of the President changed dramatically. By 1800, only six rooms were 

completed and the area of Washington, D.C. was considered “quite a mess” with unpaved streets populated by 

farm animals and garbage. President Thomas Jefferson furnished the house “beautifully” with three large rooms 

(Blue, Red, and Green) that remain today. The most drastic change occurred in 1814 when the British set the 

house on fire. All that remained were “four soot-blackened exterior walls.” James Hoban rebuilt the house.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the home of the President changed 

from 1800 through 1814 (different Presidents made it look better and better). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (President 

Thomas Jefferson had good taste, and he furnished the house beautifully and He also had three large 

rooms on the main floor painted in the colors that are still used today). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 2 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the home of the President changed 

from 1800 through 1814 (The presidents house changed a lot from 1800-1814). The response provides 

a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (in the year 

1801 thomas Jefferson moved in to the house and refernished it very “nicely; We still use the colors of 

some rooms, such as the red, blue and green rooms; In 1812 the british invaded the presidents house 

and burned it down. The president ordered a rebuild using James Hoban’s original plans). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how the home of the President changed 

from 1800 through 1814 (The home for presidents changed by color, and decorations and he furnished 

the house with his own stuff and decorated it the way he wanted and changed things he didn’t like). 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (“He also had 3 large rooms on the mainfloor the Blue room, the Red room, the Green 

room” and “Jefferson had good taste. So he furnished the house beatifully”). This response includes 

complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.  
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GUIDE PAPER 4 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the home of the President changed 

from 1800 through 1814 (the name of the President’s house changed); however, the response only 

provides one concrete detail from the text for support (Originally, it was called “the President’s 

Palace”. Then, it became “the President’s House”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (at first it took eight years to build 

the president’s house because no one could guarantee that congress would provide enough money for 

constructio by 1800 the president’s house was barley finished At the last minute, when british troops 

were storming the capital, she saved a large portrait of George Washington by ripping it from it’s 

frame); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the home 

of the President changed from 1800 through 1814. This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 20 

GUIDE PAPER 6 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (In 1800, the President’s house only had 6 rooms when George Washington was President. 

By when Thomas Jefferson became President, there was a Green Room, Red Room, and Blue Room); 

however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the home of the 

President changed from 1800 through 1814. This response includes complete sentences where errors 

do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (The presidents home changed becuse when the us had their first 

presidant it was peace full but when they had James Madison evrything was a disaster). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

44 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is unintelligible (I that the president did good at the begins he wasrn’t doing the rite 

thing but whe the story finishe for 1000 he wasen’t doing the right thing but in the 1814 ha was staring 

to ghange). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 27 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
A theme developed in “Excerpt from ‘Your Question For Author Here’” is the human desire for 

connection.   

This theme is expressed in paragraph 10 by the character Maureen O’Toople, who writes that, “No one 

gets credit for writing Perfunctory Letters. They are an insult to the human spirit. What we humans crave is 

connection.” Joe writes to Maureen with a set of questions he has been assigned. He has read none of her books 

and has no interest in her at all. He only picked her to annoy a classmate who loves this author. However, when 

he sends the author a list of questions that he explains are only for a grade, the author surprises him by asking 

him questions. She asks him how he feels about lightning, a question that surprisingly gets a genuine response 

from Joe. As their communication continues, their growing relationship demonstrates their mutual desire to 

bond. 

Without realizing it, Joe has been tricked by the author into responding in a way that creates a real 

connection. Joe responds to Maureen by saying, “I am kind of afraid of thunderstorms. Not the rain part. That 

sounds great on the roof. It’s the part between the flash of lightning and the BAM of thunder. It’s waiting for 

the BAM that weirds me out. You just don’t know when it’s going to happen.” Joe admits a fear of storms. Joe's 

genuine response is the opposite of how he began, which was a communication focused solely on getting a 

grade, not on connecting with someone.   

Maureen O’Toople responds to Joe’s honesty in a way that reveals something of her inner self as well. 

In addition to answering Joe’s first author question, she provides her own answer to her question about 

thunderstorms. She writes, “I too, like the sound of the rain on the roof. I also like the lightning. It’s like some 

great cosmic flashlight.” Though O’Toople initially mocked Joe’s letter by calling it a “Perfunctory Letter”, her 

honest response to Joe’s feelings about thunderstorms demonstrates her desire to connect meaningfully with 

Joe.   

Through their correspondence, both the author Maureen O’Toople and the young student Joe Jones 

illustrate the theme of human connection in the passage “Excerpt from “Your Question For Author Here”. 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 

Apply 4-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 
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GUIDE PAPER 1c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(The theme of “Excerpt from “Your Question for Author Here” is that no matter what you get, you have 

to keep trying to acheive your goal. In the story, Joe never stopped trying even though he could have 

because he was determined to get a better grade). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension 

and analysis of the text (Clearly, Joe was freaked out. Everyone pressuring him to do better, so he had 

to be persistent to get an answer from the author; Joe had to beg because he needed some answers 

badly; If Joe had not kept pushing, the author probably would not have given him any answers. Not 

only that, but Joe would not have learned anything interesting about Maureen O’Toople). The response 

develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the text (“Please send me some good answers 

or Mrs. Bund will give me another C- and then my mom will freak out again and say I’m not applying 

myself and dad will ground me and I will miss my baseball team playoffs”; “So please send me some 

authors answers. As soon as you can.”; “That’s the way a good book makes me feel, as if I have been 

found, understood, seen.”). The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, skillfully linking ideas 

using grade-appropriate words and phrases (In the passage, The passage reads, Clearly, For example, 

Even though, Finally, The author says, Not only that, In conclusion, In the end). The response uses 

grade-appropriate stylistically sophisticated language and domain-specific vocabulary (determined, 

pressuring, beg, stubborn). The response provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the 

topic and information presented (In conclusion, the theme of “Excerpt from ‘Your Question for Author 

Here” is to keep trying no matter what. Joe never gave up even though so much was happening and 

kept trying just to be better. In the end, he sucseeded and got the answers he needed for his assignment). 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (acheive, 

sucseeded, Everyone pressuring him do better). 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a 

45 

 
 

 

 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 
 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(The passage “Your Question For Author Here” demonstrates the theme of people giving you a tough 

time because they want you to succeed. The passage shows that the adults in Joe’s life care about him 

to do his best by giving him a tough time). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and 

analysis of the text (Maureen gave Joe a brutal time for this, but also gave him advice that made him 

learn and think about himself; By answering her question, Joe received more information about 

Maureen and learned to apply himself; His mom will yell at him but also tell the things she thinks he 

should be doing. Moms want the best for their kids even if they yell; This shows that both of Joe’s 

parents give Joe a tough time because they want him to apply himself in school). The response develops 

the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the text (he copied them off of the board from Mrs. 

Bund, she asked Joe about thunderstorms, “Please send some good author answers or Mrs. Bund will 

give me another C- and then my mom will freak out and say I’m not applying myself and my dad will 

ground me and I will miss my baseball team playoffs). The response exhibits clear, purposeful 

organization, skillfully linking ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (In her first letter, but 

also, Next, In the text it says, Similarly, This shows that, To conclude). The response uses grade-

appropriate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (brutal, tough love). The response 

provides a concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic and information presented (To 

conclude, giving Joe a hard time made him realize that he could do better. This shows the theme of 

“Your Question For Author Here”, which is that people give you tough love because they want you to 

succeed). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 34 

GUIDE PAPER 3a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 
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GUIDE PAPER 3c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose (In 

“Excerpt from ‘Your Question For Author Here’” the theme is put more effort into your work). The 

response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the text (This shows that Joe received at 

least one C- in the past for not putting in enough effort; If Joe was putting effort into his work, he would 

have at least written his own question; This shows that Maureen thinks Joe is lacking in interest or 

enthusiasm, and not putting effort into his work; Even though he doesn’t want to do it, Joe answers 

Maureen’s question about thunderstorms anyway; Because Joe answered Maureen’s extra question even 

though he didn’t want to, he got what he wanted). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-

chosen details from the text and sustains the use of varied, relevant evidence (“… Mrs. Bund will give me 

another C- and then my mom will freak out again…”; Joe copied Mrs. Bund’s list of questions directly 

from the board; “4. Your question for author here.”; no one gets credit for writing perfunctory letters.”; 

Perfunctory means “lacking in interest or enthusiasm”; “Here’s my first question for you: Are you afraid 

of thunderstorms?”; “Aw, come on. It’s bad enough I have to do this lame assignment.”; “I am kind of 

afraid of thunderstorms.”; “Right there, in the first paragraph, I have answered your first question.”). 
The response exhibits clear organization, linking ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (In his 

first letter, one reason, A second reason, in paragraph 6 which states, Another reason, This shows that, 

In conclusion).The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information 

presented (In conclusion, the theme of the “Excerpt from ‘Your Question For Author Here’” is to put more 

effort into your work). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few 

errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In the 

following paragraph I will tell you the theme of the “Excerpt from ‘Your Question for Author Here!” 

The theme of this story is, don’t judge a book by its cover). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (in the first letter Joe is mad because he was suppose 

to ask the questions and O’Toople was supposed to send back author answers and Joe judged 

Maureen’s books as like princesses and horses but then he learns that her books can be about toads, 

tidal waves, arachnid revolutions). The response develops a topic with relevant facts and details from 

the text (Joe wrote that he picked Maureen O’Toople to annoy Jennifer. She is always talking about 

the horses or princesses or whatever is in the books and Joe writes that he likes the sound of the rain 

but just doesn’t like the lightning BAM part. That is when Maureen O’Toople learns more about Joe). 

The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using grade appropriate words and phrases 

(Instead, Then, Finally). The concluding statement follows from the topic and information presented 

(In this essay you learned about the theme from the “Excerpt from ‘Your Question for Author Here.’”).  

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 

not hinder comprehension (develped, O’Toople was suppose, more older). 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

45 

 

 

 

 

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (there were some 

different themes. The one I noticed was learning more about the other person). The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (At first, Maureen and Joe didn’t know anything 

about each other. As they were writing the letters however, they began to know more about each other. First, 

Joe was talking to Maureen. Maureen learned that Joe plays baseball and maybe doesn’t do so great in 

school and Joe learns that she doesn’t like to answer questions, she want to ask questions to Joe also, so 

that she can learn more about him). The response develops a topic with relevant facts and details from the 

text (“Please send some good author answers or Mrs. Bund will give me another C- and then my mom will 

freak out again and say I’m not applying myself and my dad will ground me and I miss my baseball team 

playoffs and I will have to do whatever they say for the next week” and “I also like the lightning. It’s like a 

great cosmic flashlight. It makes me think someone is searching for me. And I don’t mind the BAM of thunder 

because it makes me think that perhaps I have been found.”). The response exhibits clear organization, and 

links ideas using grade appropriate words and phrases (For example, At first, Also, as you can see). The 

response uses grade appropriate precise language. The concluding statement follows generally from the topic 

and information presented (So, as you can see that is the theme of the story).  The response demonstrates 

grade-appropriate command of conventions. 

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The theme 

of “Excerpt from ‘Your Quetion For Author Here’” is that you only get something you wan’t if you aim 

for it). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the text (Even 

though Joe didn’t wan’t to do his assignment and called it lame he still did it because he was aiming 

for a grade higher than a C- and he knows that if he wants that grade he has to work hard for it and 

you can infer that Joe is aiming for what he wants and not just sitting there doing nothing). The 

response is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (“Please send some good authors 

answers or Mrs. Bund will give me another C-”). The response exhibits clear organization, and links 

ideas using grade appropriate words and phrases (According to the text it says and In conclusion). The 

response uses grade appropriate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (aiming for a grade 

and using this piece of evidence you can infer). The concluding statement follows from the topic and 

information presented (In conclusion the theme of this story is that you can only get the thing you aim 

for if you work hard).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (Quetion, wan’t, Accoring, intrest). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b 

 
 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (A theme 

of the story is there’s more to things than to ask questions about somethings you don’t really know 

about). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (The theme is developed in the 

story by Joe learning a lesson and messing up at first). The response is partially developed with the use 

of some textual evidence (“the older you get, the more questions you get asked, and the more weary 

you become of answering the questions and the more elusive the answers). The response exhibits some 

attempt at organization and inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases (One detail, Another 

detail, the last reason). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension 

(there’s more to things than to ask questions about somethings, Joe writes his letter boring, he only 

chose Maureen was to annoy his sister). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8a 

45 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 8b 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

theme of the story is there is no such thing as perfect questions). The response demonstrates a literal 

comprehension of the text (The theme is developed in the story by the author asking Joe questions that 

was not author like). The response is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence (Are 

you afraid of thunderstorms and what’s in your sock drawer beside socks). The response exhibits some 

attempt at organization and inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases (For example, Another 

example, In conclusion). The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the 

task and purpose (In conclusion, that is the theme in the story and how it developed in the story). The 

response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 

comprehension (there is no such thing as perfect questions and the author asking Joe questions that 

was not author like).  

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 9b 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a matter that follows generally from the task and purpose (In the 

text “Excerpt from “Your Question For Author Here” the theme is a question must always have an 

answer). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (This theme is developed 

because they asked question but they didn’t want to answer it). The response is partially developed 

with the use of some textual evidence (I dont feel like answering questions. I’ll ask you a question and 

you answer it. And then, If I feel like it, I’ll answer one of your questions). The response exhibits little 

attempt at organization and lacks the use of linking words and phrases. The response provides a 

concluding statement that follows generally from the task and purpose (This demenstrates what is a 

theme of the “Excerpt from ‘Your Question For Author Here.’”). The response demonstrates a lack of 

command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (they asked question but they 

didn’t want to answer it so Maureen and Joe started taking turns asking questions and This 

demenstrates what is a theme). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10a 

45 
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GUIDE PAPER 10b 

 
 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(I think never stop asking questions because of Maureen questions). The response demonstrates little 

understanding of the task. The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops 

ideas with minimal evidence that is generally invalid (Maureen ask if Joe’s father was afraid of thunder, 

Joe’s father told him he is afraid of the thunder noise and Maureen learned that writing a perfunctory 

letter give and get you no credit, Maureen and Joe’s father became friends because of the questions). 

The response demonstrates little attempt at organization. The response provides a concluding statement 

that follows generally from the topic and information presented (To sum it all up never stop asking 

questions is the theme). The response uses language that is imprecise for the text and task (The final 

reason is you know more and The final reason is to see and feel what you like).  The response 

demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (you 

can get the answer you been looking for, writing a perfunctory letter give and get you no credit, You 

get to find what you good at). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (I think 

the theme of the story is to be patient). The response provides no evidence and is inaccurate (Joe’s son 

Rushing every time he send’s a letter he keep’s on saying what the heck and stuff like that he keep’s on 

sending Letters and complaing about answer’s). The response exhibits little attempt at organization 

and it does not provide a concluding statement. Conventions are minimal, making an assessment of 

conventions unreliable. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

theme of the Excerpt from Your Question For Author Here is about the person asking you some question 

and you have to answer what there asking you). The response demonstrates little understanding of the 

text and provides no evidence. The response exhibits no attempt at organization and does not provide 

a concluding statement. Conventions are minimal, making an assessment of conventions unreliable. 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the task (The theme of the story is there are 

righing letter o each orther). No evidence is provided. The response exhibits no evidence of 

organization and no concluding statement is provided. This response identifies a main idea, not a theme. 

The response is minimal, making an assessment of conventions unreliable.  
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

45 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the task. The response provides evidence that 

is completely irrelevant (in the story it says the words books. And Maureen was writing a letter to Joe 

Jones). The response exhibits no evidence of organization, and provides a concluding statement that is 

unrelated to the topic (So yes I think the theme I picked could develope in the story). The response 

identifies elements of setting, not a theme. The response demonstrates emerging command of 

conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 55 

 



 

Page 56 

 

  



 

Page 57 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

46 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The narrator and Sky are alike in that both are aware of how their people have struggled to be free from 

persecution. The narrator thinks of how “a terrible war had been fought so we black people could be free”. Sky 

says that he fought “against the Mexicans and the whites”.  His people were “called wild because they fought so 

hard to be free”.  Both groups wanted to be free.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how the narrator and Sky are alike 

(they have similar stories or events they tell about their own rase and they also like the same foods). 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (Lozen reminded me of a story papa had told me about Harriet Tubman, a slave woman 

who had been a conductor on the underground railroad.” and “sky even told me how his mother had 

used peppers and corn to make his favorite dishes,”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 59 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator and Sky are alike 

(they both know about types of food). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Sky knew a lot of the foods I named, and even he 

told me how his mother had used peppers and corn to make his favorite dish.” and “Goobers are peanuts 

and just wait ‘till you tast them.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 60 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator and Sky are alike 

(they both help at the house and do chores). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“If a fence needed mending, he mended it.” 

and “he watched me struggling with a bucket of water.”). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 61 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator and Sky are alike 

(thay like to Be free and like a lot of it); however, the response does not provide two concrete details 

from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 62 

GUIDE PAPER 5 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator and Sky are alike 

(both want to know about each other); however, the details provided in the response do not support the 

inference (the narrator asked sky “Who is lozen” and  sky asked Whats a goober”?). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 63 

GUIDE PAPER 6 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the narrator and Sky are alike 

(they both think that everybody should be free); however, the response only provides one concrete detail 

from the text for support (“A terrible war was fought so we black people should be free, but that should 

of included the Indians as well.”). The response provides a second concrete detail from the text, but it 

does not support the inference (“Know that I have gotten to know Sky, it bothered me that we were 

doing what all the others had done to these people”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 64 

GUIDE PAPER 7 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Sky is about a gril that in the 

story). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

46 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The narrator and Sky is alike 

because they both have a similar meaning in them. In the last sentenc papa say’s something to the 

narrator,that the narrator always kept in her mind. Sky also has one. The narrators is “papa say’s you 

don’t plant a pecan tree for yourself, but for your Grandchildren, because it takes about 15 years for it 

bear nuts.” Sky’s theme in his mind is “There is a difference between the wild and what is free). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

47 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The narrator thinks that Sky's view of women is surprising, confusing, nonsensical, and at odds with the 

person Sky seems to be. She is surprised that Sky refuses to do any chore he considers the responsibility of 

women. She is even more surprised that Sky sees her "struggling with a bucket of water" and instead of helping 

her with it, an offer that would seem to suit his polite and pleasant manner, he instead suggests she not fill the 

bucket so full! For Sky, not offering help not only goes against what she's learned of Sky's nature so far, but it 

goes against what her own culture would do. It is also clear that Sky doesn't think women should have their ears 

pierced, but then he changes his mind. His comments indicate that at some point, the narrator disagreed with 

Sky about whether girls should pierce their ears or not. The narrator and Sky’s views of women differ. 

 
 

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the narrator thinks of Sky’s view 

of women (coragous and inspiring and fearless).The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“She is a war woman. Sky continued, one 

who is equal to anyone in battle” and “She fought with her brother until he was killed, then she rode 

with Gerenimo and she has great powers. I rode with her against the mexicans and the whiles”). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 68 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the narrator thinks of Sky’s view 

of women (The narrator thinks that Sky thinks that women are not as good as men). The response 

provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 

(“But Sky flat out would not do a chore that he considered woman’s work.” and “I couldn’t get over 

the way he watched me struggling with a bucket of water and wouldn’t offer to help, saying, “Less 

water would make it easier to carry.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 69 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the narrator thinks of Sky’s view 

of women (The narrator thinks Skys view of women is kind of harsh).The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (sky said he would not 

do chores that he considered women work and when she was struggling with a bucket of water all he 

said was “less water would make it easier to carry”). This response includes complete sentences where 

errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 70 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the narrator thinks of Sky’s view 

of women (The narrater thinks of Sky’s view of woman as brave and strong); however, the response 

only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“she has great powers”). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the narrator thinks of Sky’s view 

of women (The narrator thinks that Sky has a good view of women); however, the response only 

provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“They had been called wild because they fought 

so hard to stay free.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides some relevant concrete details from the text as required by the prompt 

(Paragraph 3 talks about how Sky does a lot of work except womens work. Like, in the text if Sky sees 

a girl struggling to carry a bucket of water he wouldn’t even give a tip on how to make easier); however, 

the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the narrator thinks of 

Sky’s view of women. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 

readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The narrator think’s of sky’s 

view of women is the sky was slowly allowing himself to smile more – and even talk more, too. sky is 

sad that his friend going to leave and not going to have any more friends). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8 

47 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Sky is being so nice to everyone. 

The other kids want to Sky leave).  

  

Additional 
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Page 77 

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

48 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The meaning of “perfectly preserved” in paragraph 1 is that the baby woolly mammoth looks almost 

alive because it has “all of its flesh in place” and looks like “it could have died yesterday.” It appears “perfectly 

preserved” because it froze in the permafrost which is like a “giant freezer” that would allow the baby woolly 

mammoth to appear as it did when it was alive.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “perfectly preserved” 

means in paragraph 1 (it was in great condition, even if the mammoth was extremely ancient). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (“…the bony remains of the mammoths often appear… but this baby mammoth had all its flesh 

in place.” and “It looked like it could have died yesterday.”). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 79 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

48 

 
 
  

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “perfectly preserved” 

means in paragraph 1 (the baby mammoth was in perfectly good shape). The response provides a 

sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“It looked 

like it could have died yesterday.” and “It was frozen solid.”).  This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “perfectly preserved” 

means in paragraph 1 (in good shape and you could still use it). The response provides a sufficient 

number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“-a baby wooly-

mammoth with all of it’s flesh in place.” and “It looked like if it died yesterday.”). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 81 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “perfectly preserved” 

means in paragraph 1 (when something is perfectly seen or a perfect picture of something); however, 

the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (that mammoth had all fur and 

meat on it’s body). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 82 

GUIDE PAPER 5 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “perfectly preserved” 

means in paragraph 1 (it means practed [protected]); however, the response only provides one concrete 

detail from the text for support (acted as a gaint freezer preserving the carcasses). This response 

includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 83 

GUIDE PAPER 6 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “perfectly preserved” 

means in paragraph 1 (the wolly mammoth is perfectly sealed shut closed); however, the response does 

not provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response 

includes one complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 84 

GUIDE PAPER 7 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (According to the passage, the 

Mammoth Mummy wast a frozen in the time because she frozen and did not eat many food because she 

wast frozen is hard ice and the witer). 

  



 

Page 85 

GUIDE PAPER 8 

48 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The meaning of the phrase 

perfectly preserved is looked at in a very good way and to give a little detail to what that person had 

seen or what it perfectly preserved like how the story said they looked at the mammoth and perfectly 

preserved that and telling lots of storys about it/detail’s). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

49 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
A main idea of the article “Excerpt from Baby Mammoth Mummy: Frozen in Time!” is that the frozen 

mammoth is a very rare and valuable find. The find is valuable to the people of Siberia because Yuri's cousin 

steals and sells it to a store owner for two years' worth of food and some equipment. If the baby mammoth 

weren't extremely rare and valuable, Yuri and Serotetto would not have worked so hard to get the mammoth 

back. In addition, when a French explorer, Bernard Buigues hears of the find, he rushes to put together an 

international team of experts eager to study the find.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
  



 

Page 87 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the main idea of the article is 

(mammoths are one of the important animals in the world). The response provides a sufficient number 

of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (mammoths played a powerful 

role in Nenets mythology and mammoths and their tusks are valuable and could fetch a lot of money 

from fossil collectors or caarvers). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 

  



 

Page 88 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the main idea of the article is 

(yuri and his sons fond a baby woolly mammoth). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt ("but yuri and his sons had never seen 

anything lik this beforer -a baby woolly mammoth with all of its flesh in place" and "it's so cold in this 

Artic region of Russia that the frozen soli called permafost has acted as a giant freezer, preserving the 

carcasses o9f many animals that lived there long ago"). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 89 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the main idea of the article is 

(mammoths and facts about them). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 

the text for support as required by the prompt ("mammoths play a powerful role in Nenets mythology" 

and "mammoth bones and tusks are relatively common find in Sibera). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 90 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text, and is partially inaccurate (a boy 

named yuri and his sons find a frozen mammoth they didnt know if it was alive or not so they got help 

for it and saved its life); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 

explain what the main idea of the article is. This response includes complete sentences where errors do 

not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 91 

GUIDE PAPER 5 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the main idea of the article is (a 

baby Mammoth Mummy that was frozen solid and was really valuble); however, the response does not 

provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes 

one complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 92 

GUIDE PAPER 6 

49 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (all of 

animals disappered from this part of the world about 11,000 years ago but, mammoth bones and tusks 

are a releativey common find in Sibeeri and Mammoth play a powerful role in Nenets mythology); 

however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the main idea 

of the article is. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 93 

GUIDE PAPER 7 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (a frozen mummy is not real). 

  



 

Page 94 

GUIDE PAPER 8 

49 

 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (I do not no). 

  

Additional 
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Page 96 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

50 

 

 

 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
According to “Excerpt from Discovering the Inca Ice Maiden: My Adventures on Ampato,” the discovery of the 

mummy is significant because it is rare source of scientific knowledge. The author describes a frozen body as a 

“time capsule” showing what foods were eaten, diseases and bacteria existed, where the mummy came from, 

and other information. Only three mummies had ever been found in South America and never a female, making 

the newly discovered mummy precious.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
  



 

Page 98 

GUIDE PAPER 1 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the discovery of the mummy is 

significant (scientists need proof to figure out the past and this mummy is someone from long ago). The 

response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 

prompt (“She was the first frozen female mummy found in South America!” and “I knew that even a 

partially frozen body would be invaluable for Science.”). This response includes complete sentences 

where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 99 

GUIDE PAPER 2 

50 

  

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the discovery of the mummy is 

significant (They wanted it for scientist resons). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 

details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“A partially frozen body would be 

invaluable” and “only three frozen mummies had been recovered in all of South america"). This 

response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 100 

GUIDE PAPER 3 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain why the discovery of the mummy is 

significant (the mummy can show you some of the past). The response provides a sufficient number of 

concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (what they ate and who are they 

related to). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  



 

Page 101 

GUIDE PAPER 4 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 

the prompt (the mummy was the first frozen female mummy in africa and the mummy was good enough 

to be sold); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain why the 

discovery of the mummy is significant. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 

impact readability. 

  



 

Page 102 

GUIDE PAPER 5 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“She was the frist frozen 

female mummy found in South America). The response provides an inference, but it is invalid and 

repeats the information in the provided concrete detail (it was the first female mummy they had ever 

found in the south). The response provides a second concrete detail, but it is irrelevant (the bundle 

weighted about 90 pounds, which meant the body was still frozen). This response includes complete 

sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

  

Additional 



 

Page 103 

GUIDE PAPER 6 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“first frozen female mummy 

found in South America); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 

explain why the discovery of the mummy is significant. 

  



 

Page 104 

GUIDE PAPER 7 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any requirements of the prompt (The ground was frozen hard and it 

was impossidte to bury the Mummy). 

  



 

Page 105 

GUIDE PAPER 8 

50 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any requirements of the prompt (from the article it says “How ever the 

bundle weighed about 90 pounds. If we left the mummy be hind in the open the sun and volcanic ash 

would cause futher damage.”). 

  

Additional 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE 

51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 107 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
In both of the excerpts “Excerpt from Baby Mammoth Mummy: Frozen in Time!” and “Excerpt from 

Discovering the Inca Ice Maiden: My Adventures on Ampato”, the discovery of a frozen mummy leads its 

discoverers into unique challenges.  

In “Excerpt from Baby Mammoth Mummy: Frozen in Time!” the discoverer Yuri faced the challenge of 

deciding what to do with a baby mammoth mummy and then getting it to researchers. First, he drives 90 miles 

to his friend, Serotetto, who knows about mammoth bones. Serotetto calls the local police and it’s decided to 

collect the baby mammoth for research purposes. Before they can return, Yuri's cousin steals and sells the baby 

mammoth to a store owner. Finding it in the store, Yuri notices that the mummy is damaged. As the text says, 

“stray dogs in town had already gnawed off the baby’s tail and most of one ear.” Yuri has to convince the store 

owner to give up the baby mammoth. Finally, Yuri helicopters his find to a museum in Salekhard for safe 

keeping. Despite the obstacles, Yuri put the potential scientific value of the mummy ahead of its value to his 

cousin or the storekeeper. He left it in the capable hands of a team of scientists.  

In “Excerpt from Discovering the Inca Ice Maiden: My Adventures on Ampato,” the discoverers Dr. 

Johan Reinhard and Miguel are challenged with figuring out how to get the frozen mummy to a safe storage site 

in time. The finders should have gotten a permit from the government and returned to transport the mummy 

later, but doing so could take weeks, if not months. Funding for a scientific expedition would take even longer. 

By then, the mummy could have been destroyed. According to the passage, “the sun and volcanic ash would 

cause further damage”. It was also not possible to bury the mummy because the ground was frozen hard. Later 

snowfall would make finding and recovering the mummy impossible. They decide that preserving the mummy 

is more important than the risk of its destruction or loss on Nevado Ampato, or the penalty of breaking the law. 

In the end, the finders decide to carry the mummy down the mountain. 

In both excerpts, the discoverers overcome their challenges and decide to do what is best for science.  

Possible Details to Include: 
 Other relevant text-based details 

 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1a 

51  
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GUIDE PAPER 1b 

 
 
  



 

Page 110 

GUIDE PAPER 1c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(People always face challenges in life that they have to sooner or later face. These challenges affect 

their decisions, making it harder or easier. In two articles, the boys have a challenge that affects their 

decision in many ways). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts 

(So Yuki’s fear and nervousness changes his decision; The boys are hesitating of what to do and are 

thinking of the consequences that can occur; Their decision had a terrible consequence. The challenge 

they faced affected their decision because their fear of bad luck caused them to leave the mammoth 

alone; The challenge was confusing and affected their decision by causing the boy to take the mummy 

because he rethought the consequences and chose his final decision). The response develops the topic 

with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts (“Some Nenets say that mammoths bring bad luck or 

even death to the people who touch their remains”; “I wondered what to do next. If we left the mummy 

behind in the open, the sun and volcanic ash would cause further damage”; they decided to leave the 

mammoth alone and to tell Serotetto about it. When they all came back, the mammoth was gone; Yuki’s 

cousin took the baby mammoth into the camp).  The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, 

skillfully linking ideas using grade appropriate words and phrases (In the article, According to, 

Regarding, To conclude). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and 

domain-specific vocabulary (fear and nervousness, terrible consequence). The response provides a 

concluding statement that follows clearly from the topic and information presented (To conclude, the 

boys from both stories faced difficult challenges that affected their final decisions). The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 

  



 

Page 111 

GUIDE PAPER 2a 

51 

 
 

 

 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 2b 

 
 
  

Additional 



 

Page 113 

GUIDE PAPER 2c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

The response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(Both Dr. Johan and Yuri face great discoveries but hard times. Dr. Johan found the first female 

mummy in South America and Yuri and his sons found a lively preserved mammoth. They each wanted 

to take good care of their ancient findings). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and 

analysis of the texts (All the challenges made Yuri feel that the mammoth was an animal that should be 

taken care of, not sold. Yuri noticed that the mammoth was an ancient creature that made our history 

exciting; I can infer it wasn’t easy with such slippery terrain. However, from the challenges that Dr. 

Johan faced, he thought of all the things that could be learned from a female mummy). The response 

develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts and sustains the use of varied, 

relevant evidence (Yuri faces the challenge of going to Yar Sale to see Kirill Serotetto, a trusted friend 

of Yuri who had experience in the Artic cold as an expedition outfitter and knew the value of mammoth 

bones; Yuri would have to drive a snowmobile 90 miles, and board a helicopter to Yar Sale; When Yuri 

got to Serotetto, they and a few policemen went to the site where Yuri found the preserved mammoth. 

But when they got there, the mammoth was gone!; when the mammoth was back with Yuri, he gave it 

to a museum in Salekhard; climbing up the volcanic mountain; climbing down the naturally formed 

craters; Remove the mummy from the ice and carry it back down the mountain). The response exhibits 

clear, purposeful organization, skillfully linking ideas using grade-appropriate works and phrases 

(According to, However, in the text, Another challenge, Finally). The response uses grade-appropriate, 

stylistically sophisticated language (great discoveries, ancient findings, slippery terrain). The response 

provides a concluding state that follows from the task and purpose (These are the challenges each 

explorer faced). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few 

errors. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 3b 

 
 

 
  



 

Page 116 

GUIDE PAPER 3c 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(the discoverers face challenges and these challenges affect their decisions about what to do with the 

mummies). The response demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the texts (if they didn’t 

get the mummy back no one would of had believed them and if Yuri’s cousin didn’t give it back it would 

of have been a waste a time to the people who the person/scientist had called; if he didn’t think about 

all the bad things that could happen it would of had been no use and since he thought about this he 

carried the mummy down with him). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details 

from the texts (he didn’t want to touch the mammoth because it was apparently bad luck or could bring 

death so they didn’t dare to touch it and when a scientist man called to come and check it out. the 

scientist wanted to show other people but Yuri’s cousin had stolen it to sell it for money and just 

stuff/things for himself, but them he gave it back; he didn’t know what to do with the mummy because 

if he left the mummy there it could completely dry out or someone can steal it and sell it). The response 

exhibits clear organization, linking ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (In the excerpt, In 

conclusion). The response uses grade-appropriate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 

(apparently bad luck and completely dry out). The response provides a concluding statement that 

follows clearly from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, both discoverers faced 

challenge and these challenges affected their decisions in the future). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (but 

them he, would of, waste a time). 
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GUIDE PAPER 4a 

51 

 

 

 

 
  



 

Page 118 

GUIDE PAPER 4b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose 

(In both “Excerpt from Baby Mammoth Mummy: Frozen in Time!” and “Excerpt from Discovering the 

Inca Ice Maiden: My Adventure on Ampato,” the discoverers faced challenges and those challenges 

affected their decisions about what to do with the mummies a lot). The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (Yuri and his sons didn’t want to do anything to 

change how well the mammoth was “perfectly preserved.”; Yuri wouldn’t have gone through all of that 

trouble if he could touch the mammoth; if they didn’t have to do anything after they found her, they 

wouldn’t of carried her down the mountain). The response develops a topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts and details from the texts (“perfectly preserved”, “They didn’t dare touch it”, Yuri went to his 

friend and he got police, “government permit that would allow me to and recover the mummy, they 

carried her down the mountain). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using grade 

appropriate words and phrases (Instead, also, so). The concluding statement follows from the topic and 

information presented (Discoverers face many challenges and those challenges have big affects on 

what they do with what they discover).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 

conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5a 

51 

 
 

 

 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

discoverers faced many challenges). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and 

analysis of the texts (he had to find a way to make people believe him about the Mammoth Mummy; 

faced was what to do with the mummy; This example shows that he didn’t know what to do with the 

mummy). The response develops a topic with relevant, well-chosen facts and details from the texts (“He 

was afraid no one would believe him now”, “I wondered what to do next”, I decided that we should 

try to carry the mummy and the statues down the mountin”, At last the baby mammoth was in the hands 

of the museum staff”). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using grade appropriate 

words and phrases (in paragraph 6 it says, One way, Another way). The response provides no 

concluding statement.  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with 

occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (capitalization and punctuation). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 6a 

51 

 
 

 

 
  



 

Page 122 

GUIDE PAPER 6b 

 
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points) 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt 

from Baby Mammoth Mummy: Frozen in Time!” and “Excerpt from Discovering the Inca Ice maiden: 

My Adventurers on Ampato,” both the discoverers Dr. Reinhard and Yuri encountered difficult 

challenges and decisions while on their adventures).  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

comprehension and analysis of the texts (This evidence shows that Yuri encountered problems on his 

journey and This shows that Dr. Reinhard encountered a challenge because he couldn’t decide what to 

do next). The response develops a topic with relevant, well-chosen facts and details from the texts 

[“Uncertain what to do, they left the mammoth exactly where they found it…” (later) “The baby 

mammoth was gone!” and “I wondered what to do next.”]. The response exhibits clear organization, 

and links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (For instance, Also, For example). The 

response uses grade-appropriate precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (encountered and 

rare). The response provides no concluding statement.  The response demonstrates grade-appropriate 

command of conventions, with few errors.  

  



 

Page 123 

GUIDE PAPER 7a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b 

 
 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

challenges they faced were that they both didn’t know what to do with the things they had found because 

they knew that they were precious to people). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the 

texts (their religion in were they found it said and they would have taken the things to sell them and 

make money). The response partially develops the topic with the use of some textual evidence (“the 

wooly mammoth would bring bad luck and even death” and “didn’t know what to do”). The response 

exhibits some attempt at organization, inconsistently linking ideas using words and phrases (For 

example and in the second text). The response uses language that is imprecise (they, the people, their 

religon, it said). The response provides no concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-

appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension 

(religion, in were). 

  



 

Page 125 

GUIDE PAPER 8a 

51 

 
 

 

 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 8b 

 
 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (his cousin sold the mummy mammoth 

So Yuri and his friend, Serotteto, made a decision to give the mummy to the museum, where it could be 

taken care of properly and what to do with the mummy). The response partially develops the topic with 

the use of some textual evidence (At last the baby mammoth was in the hands of museum staff at Yar 

Sale. Now they needed to find a place where she would be preserved and taken care of and If he left it 

the sun and volcano ash would do damage. So they decided to carry the mummy and the statues down 

the mountain). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using grade-appropriate words 

and phrases (as it says, so, now). The response provides no introductory or concluding statement. The 

response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not 

hinder comprehension. 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 9a 

51 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 128 

GUIDE PAPER 9b 

 
 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

discovers faced some challenges. Also, The Challenges kind of affected their decisions about what to 

do with the mummies). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts. The response 

partially develops the topic with the use of some textual evidence (“The ground was frozen rock hard, 

and it was impossible to burry the Mummy”; “The baby Mammoth was gone”; “I decided that we should 

try to carry the mummy at the statues down the Mountain.”; He was afraid no one would believe him 

now”). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, inconsistently linking ideas using words 

and phrases. The concluding statement follows generally from the topic and information presented (In 

conclusion, This shows what challenges the Discovers faced and how it affect their decisions about 

what to do with the mummies). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with 

some errors that may hinder comprehension (discovers, burrying, loosing, afaid). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10a 

51 

 
 

 

 
  



 

Page 130 

GUIDE PAPER 10b 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The 

challenges in “Excerpt from Baby Mammoth Mummy: Frozen in time!” was when the people found the 

baby mammoth they didn’t know what to do with it, because people say if you touch remaining parts of 

it you could die or bring bad luck). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts. The 

response demonstrates and attempt to use evidence, but only develops idea with minimal, occasional 

evidence (when they found the mummy they couldnet believe their eyes, Since mummy’s are rare to 

find, and are not mostly out in the open). The response exhibits little attempt at organization, lacking 

the use of linking words and phrases. The response provides no concluding statement. The response 

demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder 

comprehension (could’net, are not mostly).  
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GUIDE PAPER 11a 

51 

 

 

 

 
  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 11b 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(They both challenged discovered faces). The response demonstrates a lack of understanding of the 

texts (they challeng that baby woolly mammont was frozen and they saled it). The response 

demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional evidence 

(they had to cary the mummy down the mountain because if they left the mummy behind in the opening, 

the sun and volcano ash would cause farther damage).  The response exhibits little attempt at 

organization. The response provides no concluding statement. The response demonstrates a lack of 

command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (challenged discovered, 

challeng, woolly mammont, faeced, cary, farther, saled). 

  

Additional 
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GUIDE PAPER 12a 

51 
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GUIDE PAPER 12b 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(Both discovers were really cool and surprising to me). The response demonstrates little understanding 

of the texts (the good part was that they got a special surprise for finding these types of things and The 

other knew that the mummy was very extemerly vaulbe and that they can earn alot of money cause of 

that). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, 

occasional evidence which is generally invalid (they had won food and new gear). The response 

exhibits little attempt at organization. The response provides no concluding statement. The response 

demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension 

(Both discovers, suprise, For an example in the text, New gear, extemerly vaulbe, alot, cause of that). 
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GUIDE PAPER 13 

51 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose 

(both storys are alike). The response demonstrates no understanding of the task (both storys show a 

discovery in it). The response exhibits little attempt at organization. The response provides no evidence. 

The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates a lack of command 

of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder comprehension. 
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GUIDE PAPER 14 

51 

 

 

 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response is totally copied from the texts with no original student writing (yuri’s heart sank when 

he saw that stary dogs in town had already gnawed off the baby’s tail and most of one ear. I wondered 

what to do next; If we left the mummy behind in the open, the sun and volcanic ash would cause further 

damage. Climbers might find her and take her and the other artifacts as souvenirs or to sell). 

 
 
 

Additional 



 

 

 
 


