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2-Point Rubric—Short Response 

Score Response Features 
2 Point The features of a 2-point response are 

• Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the prompt 
• Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt 
• Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text to 
develop response according to the requirements of the prompt 

• Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from 
the text as required by the prompt 

• Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability 

1 Point 
The features of a 1-point response are 

• A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required by the prompt 
• Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the 
text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt 

• Incomplete sentences or bullets 

0 Point* The features of a 0-point response are 

• A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt or is totally 
inaccurate 

• A response that is not written in English 
• A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable 

•	 If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response 
can be scored no higher than a 1. 
* 	 Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session 
leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no 
response attempted). 
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New York State Grades 6–8 Writing Evaluation Rubric
	

CRITERIA CCLS 
SCORE 

4 
Essays at this level: 

3 
Essays at this level: 

2 
Essays at this level: 

1 
Essays at this level: 

0* 
Essays at this level: 

CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: —clearly introduce a topic in — clearly introduce a topic —introduce a topic in —introduce a topic in a —demonstrate a lack of 
the extent to which the essay a manner that is compelling in a manner that follows a manner that follows manner that does not comprehension of the 
conveys ideas and information W.2 and follows logically from from the task and purpose generally from the task and logically follow from the text(s) or task 
clearly and accurately in order to the task and purpose purpose task and purpose 
support analysis of topics or text R.1–9 —demonstrate insightful 

analysis of the text(s) 

—demonstrate grade-
appropriate analysis of the 
text(s) 

—demonstrate a literal 
comprehension of the 
text(s) 

—demonstrate little 
understanding of the text(s) 

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: —develop the topic with —develop the topic with —partially develop the topic —demonstrate an attempt —provide no evidence or 
the extent to which the essay relevant, well-chosen relevant facts, definitions, of the essay with the use to use evidence, but only provide evidence that is 
presents evidence from the facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other of some textual evidence, develop ideas with minimal, completely irrelevant 
provided text to support analysis 
and reflection W.2 

R.1–8 

details, quotations, or other 
information and examples 
from the text(s) 
—sustain the use of varied, 
relevant evidence 

information and examples 
from the text(s) 

—sustain the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of 
variety 

some of which may be 
irrelevant 

—use relevant evidence 
with inconsistency 

occasional evidence which 
is generally invalid or 
irrelevant 

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND —exhibit clear organization, —exhibit clear organization, —exhibit some attempt —exhibit little attempt at —exhibit no evidence of 
STYLE: with the skillful use of with the use of appropriate at organization, with organization, or attempts organization 
the extent to which the essay appropriate and varied transitions to create a inconsistent use of to organize are irrelevant to 
logically organizes complex ideas, transitions to create a unified whole transitions the task 
concepts, and information using unified whole and enhance 
formal style and precise language meaning 

—establish and maintain a 
—establish and maintain a 
formal style using precise 

—establish but fail to 
maintain a formal style, with 

—lack a formal style, using 
language that is imprecise 

—use language that is 
predominantly incoherent 

W.2 formal style, using grade- language and domain- inconsistent use of language or inappropriate for the or copied directly from the 

L.3 appropriate, stylistically 
sophisticated language and 

specific vocabulary and domain-specific 
vocabulary 

text(s) and task text(s) 

L.6 domain-specific vocabulary 
with a notable sense of 
voice 

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
is compelling and follows 
clearly from the topic and 
information presented 

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from the topic and 
information presented 

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows generally from 
the topic and information 
presented 

—provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
is illogical or unrelated to 
the topic and information 
presented 

—do not provide a 
concluding statement or 
section 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: —demonstrate grade- —demonstrate grade- —demonstrate emerging —demonstrate a lack of —are minimal, making 
the extent to which the essay W.2 appropriate command of appropriate command of command of conventions, command of conventions, assessment of conventions 
demonstrates command of the 
conventions of standard English L.1 conventions, with few errors conventions, with occasional 

errors that do not hinder 
with some errors that may 
hinder comprehension 

with frequent errors that 
hinder comprehension 

unreliable 

grammar, usage, capitalization, L.2 comprehension 
punctuation, and spelling 

• If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no higher than a 2. 
• If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1. 
• Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, or incoherent should be given a 0. 
• A response totally copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0. 

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no response attempted). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
36 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The section “Commercial Fishing” reveals the author’s belief that the problems caused by overfishing are going 
to get worse. For example, the author says that people are causing devastation in the oceans, even though we can’t 
see it. He says that even with better technology, yields of fish are smaller than they were before. The author also 
states “the killing of wild sea animals for food is increasing.” Clearly, these details reveal the increasing problems 
caused by overfishing. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1
 
36 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the section “Commercial Fishing” 
reveals about the author’s point of view (The author seems to be very worried about the ocean’s sea 
creature population). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for 
support as required by the prompt [“Fish and other sea creatures such as molluscs (squid, octopus) and 
crustaceans (crab, shrimp and lobster) are vital to many people throughout the world as a food source, 
but with the way industrial fishing is conducted, this could well be the last century where wild fishing 
will actually yield any stocks.” and “With the evergrowing human populationand therefore the increase 
in food requirement, the problem is only set to get worse. The killing of wild land animals for food is 
decreasing every year, whereas the killing of wild sea animals for food is increasing.”]. This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
36 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the section “Commercial Fishing” 
reveals about the author’s point of view (It reveals that the author believes that ecological devastation is 
taking place under the sea, and that people are over fishing). The response provides a sufficient number 
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The killing of wild animals for 
food is decreasing every year, where as the killing of wild sea animals for food is increasing.” and “but 
when worse ecological devastation is taking place under the sea, as we can’t see it, it is not a problem. 
But it is exactly that: a huge problem.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
 
36 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain what the section “Commercial Fishing” 
reveals about the author’s point of view (the author believes that commercial fishing is bad). The response 
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt 
(“...But the way industrial fishing is conducted, this could wellbe the last century wher fishing will actually 
yeild any stocks.” and “We know that deforestation is destroying vital animal habitats and we see how 
poaching is affecting big game species, but when worse ecological devastation is taking place under the 
sea as we can’t see it, it is not a problem.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
36 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the section “Commercial Fishing” 
reveals about the author’s point of view (that he clearly does not like the idea of commercial, or industrial 
fishing); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“ but with the 
way industrial fishing is conducted, this could well be the last century where wild fishing will actually 
yield any stocks.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

Page 10 



   GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
36 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (it is the last century where wild 
fishing will actually yeild any stocks); however, no valid inference from the text is provided to explain what 
the section “Commercial Fishing” reveals about the author’s point of view. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6
 
36 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the section “Commercial Fishing” 
reveals about the author’s point of view ( fishing is hurting our ecosystem); however, the response does not 
provide two concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt. This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
36 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The section “commercial Fishing” 
reveals that the author is in a third person point of view. This is being shown because the author is using 
woreds such as the. The author also is gving imformation about the topic). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
36 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt, and is totally inaccurate (it means 
that when people are trying to take fishes to eat). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
37 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The author develops the claim that commercial fishing practices are a huge problem in “Methods of Destruction” by 
providing details about how specific fishing tools and techniques destroy marine life. For example, huge nets known 
as “walls of death” collect marine mammals like whales and dolphins, pushing them closer to extinction. Other nets 
are dragged along the ocean floor, killing coral and damaging ecosystems. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1
 
37 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Methods of Destruction” 
develops a claim made by the author (The section “Methods of Destruction” gives examples on how 
fishing nets destroy some marine life). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from 
the text for support as required by the prompt (“In fact, such large nets are the biggest killer of marine 
mammals such as dolphins and small whales, pushing many species to the brink of extinction” and “Nets 
are dragged behind a boat where the bottom of the sea floor is raked and destroyed”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
37 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Methods of Destruction” 
develops a claim made by the author (The section “Methods of destruction developes a claim made by 
the author. The author’s claim is that different types of fishing methods are destroying our under water 
ecosystem). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant facts from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“These hooks are baited to catch tuna, sword-fish, and other large fish, but they 
are not specific in what they actually catch” and long-line fishing is destroying differen ecosystems). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
 
37 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Methods of Destruction” 
develops a claim made by the author (because its talks about how every year fish get caught by fishing 
vessels with nets). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (every year fish get caught by enormous vessels with nets that could catch a 
school of boeing 747s and large nets can kill dolphins and small whales). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
37 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Methods of Destruction” 
develops a claim made by the author (by giving many example of nets destroying ocean life); however, this 
response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Nets are dragged behind a boat 
were the bottom of the sea is raked and destroyed.”). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
37 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“millions upon millions of tones of fish are caught every year by enormous fishing vessels with 
nets that could catch a school of boeing 747s.”; large nets are the biggest killer of marine mammals such as 
dolphins and small whales, pushing many species to the bink of extinction”; “they even cath seabirds and 
many sharks. no wonder they are known as “walls of death’ ”); however, the response does not provide a 
valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Methods of Destruction” develops a claim made 
by the author. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6
 
37 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the section “Methods of Destruction” 
develops a claim made by the author (by telling us reader how destrution is happening); however, the
response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response includes a complete 
sentence where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
37 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt. While the response provides some
information from the text, it is not considered relevant facts from the section of the text as required by the 
prompt (Three quarters of our planet is covered in water, yet we know incredibly little about the life that 
it supports. We know that deforestation is destroying vital animal habitats and we see how poaching is 
affecting many big game species, but when worse ecological devastation is taking place under the sea, as 
we can’t see it, it is not a problem). 
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  GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
37 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (methods of destruction mean what 
happends in the water and like in the text it said fish are caught every year by fisher man). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
38 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The subheadings help the author organize and develop the central argument that commercial fishing is a huge 
problem for the oceans. First, with the “Commercial Fishing” section, he introduces the problem of ecological 
devastation taking place under the sea. Then, in the next two sections, he develops his argument with details and 
evidence including the fact that approximately 80% of the world’s fish stocks are overfished. Finally, he encourages 
readers to choose to be responsible world citizens for everything you buy in the last section, “What can we do?” 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1
 
38 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how the subheadings contribute to the 
organization of the article (The subheadings help to organize each paragraph into groups and tells the 
readers what exactly the gist, main ideas, or central idea are in that section and It gives the readers a 
better understanding of what they are reading). The response provides evidence of analysis and provides a 
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (paragraphs 9-11 
are grouped under the subheading, “Overfished Populations and Bycatch”. This heading helps me and 
all readers to understand that the paragraphs about overfishing and bycatch were meant to be grouped 
together as a way of showing that both ideas relate to the problems and cruelty of commercial fishing and 
paragraph 12 is grouped under the subheading “What Can We Do?” This subheading tells the reader that 
paragraph 12 is about solutions we can do to help the cause). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
38 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the subheadings contribute to the 
organization of the article (they foreshadowed what the paragraphs were going to be about). The response 
provides evidence of analysis and provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (One subheading was commercial fishing, and under this subheading the author 
states “… with the way industrial fishing is conducted, this could well be this could be the last century 
where wild fishing will actually yield any stocks.” This describes a result of commercial fishing and under 
the subheading “Methods of Destruction,” the author reiterates that some nets are longer than 2.5 km 
and these nets are killing marine mammals). This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
 
38 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the subheadings contribute to the 
organization of the article (It helps you understand what the section of the passage is going to be about).
The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (Commmercial fishining is about commertioal fishing and the tecnology and the sub title what 
can we do? is telling you what you can do to help stop what is happening to the animals). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
38 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the subheadings contribute to 
the organization of the article (it shows what that paragrah going to be about); however, this response 
only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“over fished populations and Bycatch. That 
paragrah was about fishes populations). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability. 
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    GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
38 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the subheadings contribute to 
the organization of the article (by giving examples of the bad things, and what we can do to to stop the 
bad things); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This 
response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 

Page 29 



GUIDE PAPER 6
 
38 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (The subheadings contribute to 
the organization because the article is going to talk about something fishy and they do. According to the 
text it says, “we need to be aware of the problems before you can do anything about it.” also the article 
talks about how us using large fishing nets are killing marine mammals. According to the text it says, “In 
fact, such large nets are the biggest killer of marine mammals such as dolphins and small whales, pushing 
many species to brink of extinction”). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to 
explain how the subheadings contribute to the organization of the article. This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
38 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Did you know that overfishing is 
destroying enormous food webs in our oceans? When one link in the food chain). 
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 GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
38 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The subheading something fishy is 
going on contribute to the artice by food is decreasing every year. whereas the killing of wild sea animals 
for food is incresing and its getting to be a huge problem). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
39 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
These lines contribute to the story by showing how strong the family bond is now that the family is reunited. At 
the beginning of these lines, the narrator states, “we spent the afternoon cooking and talking.” This demonstrates 
that they are connecting by doing an activity together and getting Papa up-to-speed on what has been happening 
in Haiti. Then, the narrator states, “Moy appeared to enjoy answering the questions . . . getting to speak to Papa, 
face-to-face, man-to-man,” which shows that even though they miss their former home, being together with family 
is more important. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1
 
39 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 26 through 33 of “Excerpt 
from Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story (by demonstrating how the family bond is stronger 
now that they are together and happy). The response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number 
of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“After our brief trip outside, we 
spent the afternoon cooking and talking.” and “Moy appeared to enjoy answering the questions the most…
There must be something in him that feels complete now…” Both details present to the reader how close 
the family has become). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
39 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 26 through 33 of “Excerpt 
from Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story (it shows there is a bond forming between them). The 
response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support 
as required by the prompt (“… just like something in me feels whole, like a piece of me that’s been missing 
for five years has finally been found.” This quote shows that the narrator feels that she felt complete 
from building this relationship between her, Moy, and Papa and “… we spent the afternoon cooking 
and talking.” This depicts that by communicating with each other on a family level brought them close 
together). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
 
39 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 26 through 33 of “Excerpt from 
Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story (it shows how the family is complete). The response provides 
a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“There must be 
something in him that feels complete now” The nararater is saying her uncle Moy is happy with his family 
around and “we spent the afternoon cooking and talking.”). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
39 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 26 through 33 of “Excerpt 
from Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story (It helps us infer that Moy hasn’t seen Papa in five 
years); however, this response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“There must be 
something in him that feels complete now, just like something in me feels whole, like a piece of me missing 
for five years has finally been found.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not 
impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
39 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how lines 26 through 33 of “Excerpt 
from Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story (it supports how the characters feel); however, this 
response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“Moy appeared to enjoy answering 
the questions the most because he was finally getting to speak to Papa, face-to-face, man to man). This 
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6
 
39 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how lines 26 through 33 of “Excerpt from 
Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story (shows his curiosidy); however, the response only provides 
one relevant fact from the text for support (PaPa had alot of questions because he wanted to know what 
happened). This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
39 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (lines 26 through 33 of Excerpt from 
Behind the mountains contribute that How cold and slippery It is in Brooklyn new york flatbush Avenue It 
was type cold wear you needed hat, gloves, Jacket and scares). 
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      GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
39 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt, and is inaccurate (Excerpt from 
Behind the Mountains” contribute to the story because in the story its talks about how these people went 
on a trip where they have never been). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
40 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
A central theme of “Excerpt from Behind the Mountains” is to make the best of a new situation. At first, in paragraph 
6, the narrator talked about how she didn’t think she would ever get used to how cold it was in Brooklyn, even though 
their dad explained they would eventually adjust. The next day, even though the cold hurt her face and the ice was 
slippery, the narrator went outside anyway. In paragraph 11 it states, “It’s another cold day, but we decided to be brave 
and go out because Papa was going to take us shopping.” This shows that despite the cold weather, she decides to go 
out to see her new surroundings by making the best of a bad situation. Also, even though the signs in Brooklyn didn’t 
have as much color and flair as where they used to live, Moy liked that the signs in New York had lights and that was 
seen as a positive. The narrator even proclaimed “I wish Thérése could see all of this. She would be so amazed.” So, 
this is another way in which they were seeing the best in a new place. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1
 
40 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central theme of “Excerpt from Behind 
the Mountains” (that some people and places are more fortunate than others). The response provides a 
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Then clusters 
of giant buildings that could house most of Port-au-Prince.” and “By the fact that there appeared to be so 
few people in them, compared to how crowded they would have been in Port-au-Prince.”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
40 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central theme of “Excerpt from Behind 
the Mountains” (learning how to deal with change). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete 
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (the buildings were bigger than they were in 
Haiti and she was amazed by that, as well as the fact that she was happy reuniting with her father again).
This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 

Page 47 



 

  

GUIDE PAPER 3
 
40 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central theme of “Excerpt from Behind 
the Mountains” (the culture and weather shock of moving from Haiti to Brooklyn). The response provides a 
sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“ How can some 
people live in a small village in the mountains with only lamps for illumination at night and others live in a 
city where every street corner has its own giant lamp? It made the world seem unbalanced somehow.” and 
“a piece of me that’s been missing for five years has finally been found). This response includes complete 
sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
40 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central theme of “Excerpt from Behind 
the Mountains” (you have to be Brave and be determined); however, this response only provides one 
concrete detail from the text for support (“Its another cold day, but we decided to Brave.”). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
40 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central theme of “Excerpt from Behind 
the Mountains” (lif e isnt always happy but apreciate your family); however, the response does not provide 
two concrete details from the text for support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6
 
40 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text (when the narrator and 
his family left haiti to see their father in new york. it waas different in new york because it was cold and 
they werent use to the cold. for example, the text says, “papa had gooten us sweaters, knit caps, scarves, 
coats, and rubber boots); however, no valid inference from the text is provided. This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
40 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The central theme of “Excerpt from 
Behind the Mountain” is that they live in Brooklyn and it is very cold and they are moving from place to 
place to live so everyone can have a place to live). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
40 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally unintelligible (in port au man man people used lamps for lights in the city street 
corner with its own giant lamp). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
41 

Possible Exemplary Response: 
The overall mood of this excerpt is negative until the very end. Everything is described as depressing: the “dirty 
and hard” sky instead of beautiful blue skies, “whizzing cars on the black asphalt” instead of beautiful mountain 
scenery, and the dull laundry area which was said to be “a dingy room with cracked, tan walls and brown linoleum 
that had buckled from too much spilled water.” The last few sentences of Paragraph 1 fit right in with this overall 
mood by suggesting things were noisy (in a bad way) rather than peaceful. The author uses words like Grandfather’s 
“ears were tired of the new sounds” and “lingering in the cold” to describe their new home in an unappealing way 
which contributes to the depressing mood found throughout this excerpt. This indicates they are not looking at their 
new home favorably. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1
 
41 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the word choices in lines 5 through 
8 affect the mood of the story (by providing a negative mood). The response provides evidence of analysis 
and a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“And it 
seemed, in this land of so much, there was no silence to be found.” and “Each night Grandfather said his 
ears were tired of the new sounds.” This shows how they were used to the peace & tranquility of Laos, 
rather than the loud, industrial sounds of Minnesota). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
41 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the word choices in lines 5 through 
8 affect the mood of the story (by setting an eerie kind of feeling during this part, almost poetic). The 
response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt (“There was no silence to be found.” and “Even the air smelled noisy.” This shows what a busy 
town they are in. The family seems a bit frightened by how busy and new this new place is). This response 
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
 
41 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the word choices in lines 5 through 8 
affect the mood of the story (in a negative way). The response provides evidence of analysis and a sufficient 
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“…Grandfather said his 
ears were tired of the new sounds.” This shows that the Grandfather is annoyed which creates a negative 
mood and “Even the air smelled noisy, full of unfamiliar smell…” This adds on to the sentence before 
also creating a negative mood). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact 
readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
41 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the word choices in lines 5 through 
8 affect the mood of the story (they show how unhappy they are right now); however, this response only 
provides one relevant detail from the text for support (moved to a city which means it is always noisy and 
loud. Adjusting to this could be hard and tiring after a while). This response includes complete sentences 
where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
41 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the word choices in lines 5 through 
8 affect the mood of the story (by really allowing the reader to feel how Kia feels about this new place she 
is in); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response 
includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6
 
41 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the word choices in lines 5 through 
8 affect the mood of the story (it sound like it’s anoying for the family. Like unfamiliar, drifting and tired, 
by word choice it give so much mood); however, this response only provides one relevant detail from the 
text for support (“even the smells of the air is noisy). This response includes incomplete sentences. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
41 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (it affects the story because they are 
trying to find somethin by smell). 
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     GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
41 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (THERE ARE ‘’WHIZZING’’ CARS. I PREDICT OIL WASTE WILL 
BE EVERYWHWERE). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
42 

Page 66
 



Possible Exemplary Response: 
Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of view about living in America are different because Thek has adjusted to life in 
Minnesota while everything is still new to Grandfather who hasn’t become accustomed to his new home yet. The 
first sentence of paragraph 1 states, Thek “had come to America two years before” which shows he has been there 
awhile and would have had time to acclimate. He advised Grandfather to “learn English as soon as you can so 
things will not seem so strange.” This confirms that Grandfather isn’t used to his surroundings yet. Also, turning 
off the lights with the light switch had become second nature for Thek, so he didn’t even think to explain to Kia and 
her family how to turn off the lights. In fact, it states, “they slept with the lights on. It was only when Grandfather 
accidentally brushed against the light switch the next day that they learned how to shut them off.” The grandfather 
wouldn’t have slept with the lights on if he was familiar with his new environment. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 2-point holistic rubric. 

Page 67 



 

GUIDE PAPER 1
 
42 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of 
view about living in America are different based on lines 1 through 29 in “Excerpt from Little Cricket” 
(one isn’t used to being in America while the other has lived in America for a while). The response provides 
a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“Each night 
Grandfather said his ears were tired of the new sounds.” and “It would be best to learn English as soon 
as you can so things will not seem so strange.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors 
do not impact readability. 
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   GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
 
42 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of 
view about living in America are different based on lines 1 through 29 in “Excerpt from Little Cricket” 
(Thek thinks that America is very ordinary whereas the Grandfather is new to the ways of an American 
citizen). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required 
by the prompt (“At the grocery store they were speechless at the sight of aisle after aisle of food all 
packaged and ready to take home.” and “In the evenings, Grandfather pulls a chair to the window and 
gazed at the buildings that shut out the sky.” This proves that the Grandfather is so used to seeing the sky 
and now he has to look at the buildings that cover it). This response includes complete sentences where 
errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 3
 
42 

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of 
view about living in America are different based on lines 1 through 29 in “Excerpt from Little Cricket” 
(by Grandfather lived in Laos and know the different between America and Laos, but Thek lives in 
America only). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as 
required by the prompt (“Thek, a young Hmong who had come to America two years before, came to their 
apartment every few days.” and “Here in America nothing is as it was in Laos” Thek told Grandfather 
sympathetically.” This details show how Thek knows more about America). This response includes 
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
 
42 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of 
view about living in America are different based on lines 1 through 29 in “Excerpt from Little Cricket” (In 
laos everything is way more different than in america Grandpa said it in many different way); however, this 
response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (“Kia guessed he was remembering 
how important was to se the mountains on laos”). This response includes incomplete sentences. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
 
42 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of 
view about living in America are different based on lines 1 through 29 in “Excerpt from Little Cricket” 
(Thek believes that it’s easy to live in America, while grandfather thinks that it’s weird, crazy, and noisy);
however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response 
includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 6
 
42 

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points) 

This response provides a mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text (Thek already knows
how to do stuff and his grandfather doesn’t know how to do stuff. His grandfather doesn’t know how to 
turn the lights off, but Thek does.Also his grandfather is not used to the city and not seeing mountains and 
the food is already processed). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain 
how Thek’s and Grandfather’s points of views about living in America are different based on lines 1 
through 29 in “Excerpt from Little Cricket.” This response includes complete sentences where errors do 
not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 7
 
42 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response is totally inaccurate (Thek and grandfathers points of view are both different because Thek 
doesn’t really like America and grandfather does like America). 
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    GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
 
42 

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points) 

This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (Thek 
Point of view of living in America was that there was a lot of different Looking people in America. And 
the grandfather point of view in living in America was That people in America did not care if they Had 
spirits in there House or not). 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
 
43 
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Possible Exemplary Response: 
In “Excerpt from Behind the Mountains,” the narrator and her family have traveled from Haiti to Brooklyn, New 
York to be reunited with family. The new environment was completely different from what they had experienced 
in Haiti and adapting to the weather would be especially difficult as the winters can be harsh and cold in Brooklyn. 
In paragraph 2, the narrator observes the essential winter clothing worn by the local residents and notices “their 
entire bodies covered in layers of thick material, their faces wrapped with scarves, which, even if they were 
looking at us, would barely allow us to see their eyes.” The narrator also experienced and described what the cold 
weather was like as stated in paragraph 4, “Out in the cold, I understood why the people walking past us didn’t 
raise their heads, for each time I raised mine, my nose ran, my eyes watered, and my face twitched as though a 
million ice needles were being hammered into my skin.” Although it seemed that the Brooklyn residents were 
fully prepared and conditioned for the weather, it seemed unreal to the narrator that she could adapt to the cold 
weather. In paragraph 6 of the article it states, “Papa said we would soon get used to the cold, just as he has. But I 
don’t think I will ever get used to this cold that seeps into your body, all the way to your bones.” 

In “Excerpt from Little Cricket,” Kia has just moved to Minnesota with her family from Laos. The new environment 
affects Kia as there was so much to learn and adapt to as they faced new situations in Minnesota. For example, 
Kia was unfamiliar with some of the basic technology. In paragraph 2 it states, “The first night when it was time 
for bed, none of them knew how to turn off the lights that blazed in the ceilings, so they slept with the lights 
on.” Kia also attempted to use the washing machine but needed the assistance from a helpful woman to learn 
how to identify the proper coins needed for the machines. “When she tried to push the coins into the slots of the 
machine they would not go in. Looking over her shoulder, the woman said, ‘Honey, you got nickels there. You 
need quarters.’” 

In the end, both the narrator and Kia start to adapt to their new environments. For the narrator, as the December days 
continue, she is becoming bold. She faces the weather conditions more and becomes familiar with transportation 
that may become helpful during the harsh and cold Brooklyn weather. In paragraphs 13 and 14 it states, “It’s 
another cold day, but we decided to be brave and go out because Papa was going to take us shopping. We took a 
bus near our house to Flatbush Avenue, which gave us a chance to see more of Brooklyn without being too cold. I 
kept my face glued to the window, watching the streets go by: more row houses, lines of detached ones, too, and 
then clusters of giant buildings that could house more of Port-au-Prince.” For Kia, it was the interactions with the 
woman from the laundry room that helped her adapt to new situations and even made a small connection with the 
green plants in the woman’s sunny room, “Welcome to the Jungle Room,” (paragraph 13) and “The moment Kia 
walked into the room, her heart began to smile. The room reminded her of her green mountain village in Laos…” 
(paragraph 14). 

To conclude, the characters in both passages have traveled from far away to live in a land that is foreign to them. 
They have to overcome some harsh and strange realities, but they eventually learn to bravely adapt to their new 
environments while still holding on to fond memories from their past. 

Possible Details to Include: 
•	 Other relevant text-based details 

Score Points: 
Apply 4-point holistic rubric. 
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
 
43 
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c
 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)
 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the task 
and purpose (In Excerpt from Behind the Mountains” The narrator and her family have come from Haiti 
to Brooklyn NY to reunite with the father. However, in Excerpt from little Cricket” Kia and her family have 
moved from Laos to Minnesota where the scenery is very different then it was back in Laos. They have a 
friend, Thek who is living there must help them to adapt to the new location). The response demonstrates 
insightful analysis of the texts (The new environment affects the narrator in “excerpt from Behind the 
Mountains” because her and her family aren’t use to some things like the people who were already living 
in the area; The narrator’s dad is insisting that soon she’d get used to the bitter cold temperatures but 
she thinks otherwise; The new Environment affects Kia in “Excerpt from Little Cricket” because she and 
her family had very little knowledge of what to do in their new location; This shows how probably back 
in Laos there were no lights so they weren’t used to turning them off before going to sleep; This shows 
how the narrator is sort of getting into the hang of what’s around her). The topic is developed with the 
sustained use of relevant details from the texts (“Papa said we would soon get used to the cold, just as he 
as. But I don’t think I will ever get used to this cold that seeps into your body, all the way to your bones.”; 
“The first night, when it was time for bed, none of them knew how to turn the lights off.”; “She told herself 
she was in America now, where everybody owned pretty things.”). Clear organization is exhibited by 
the skillful use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (In “Excerpt, However, because, The 
text states, For example, In conclusion). A formal style is established and maintained through the use 
of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (reunite, scenery, insisting, bitter cold 
temperatures, relocate, live like the average person). The response provides a concluding statement that 
is compelling and follows clearly from the topic (In conclusion, Kia and the narrator both relocate and 
they have somewhat a tough beginning but soon got used to everyday life in that area ad could now live 
like the average person whose lived there). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension (her and her family aren’t use to, 
just as he as, The new Environment, somewhat a tough beginning, whose lived there). 
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GUIDE PAPER 2a                    Additional
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                          GUIDE PAPER 2b Additional
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GUIDE PAPER 2c                          Additional
 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)
 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The 
environment effects both the narrator and Kia, but they both adapt to it throughout the story). The response 
demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts (The Brooklyn environment impacts the narrator in “Excerpt 
from behind the Montains” through the weather and the buildings; The American environment effects Kia 
through their customs; showing that she is shocked that the food is already there for you to eat in America; 
showing they are not used to lights or light switches; showing her new home had parts of her in it). The 
topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant well-chosen details from the texts (that cold weather 
introduced “something I never knew existed, a cold sun”; suprised by the “giant cluster of building that 
could house most of Port- au, Prince”; “So much food for so little work”; “none of them knew how to turn 
off the lights”; “reminded her of green mountains village in Laos”; Brooklyn makes “ A peice of her that 
has been missing for five years has been found”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use 
of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (both, For example, Also, To conclude, In the text). A 
formal style is established and maintained through the use of grade-appropriate language and domain-
specific vocabulary (adapt, weather, amazes her). The response provides a concluding statement that 
follows clearly from the topic (Kia and the narrator both Adapt to their environment towards the end). The 
response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (effects, Montains, 
expirence, suprised, peice). 
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GUIDE PAPER 3a
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
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GUIDE PAPER 3c
 

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)
 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose (When adapting to a new environment, at first, it may be difficult. However, it’s the 
experiences in that new country that spark your curiousity and impact you in unique ways). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (She was very confused with their different attire, 
but she soon understood; the narrator also had to follow after their unique attire and understood why; 
Kia comes from a mountain village and she is surprised with the advanced technology of Minnesota). The 
topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety (“Out in the cold, 
I understood why the people walking past didn’t raise their heads, for each time I raised mine, my nose 
ran, my eyes watered, and my face twitched as though a million ice needles were being hammered into my 
skin.”; They did not know about the light switch that “It was only when Grandfather accidentally brushed 
against the light switch that they learned how to shut them off.”). Clear organization is exhibited with 
the skillful use of appropriate transitions to create a unified whole (When, In both, but, She states, With 
this, also had to, Moving on, In conclusion). A formal style is established and maintained through the use
of grade-appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (adapting, spark your curiousity, impact 
you in unique ways, faced with, attire, advanced technology, out of our comfort zones). The response 
provides a concluding section that follows clearly from the topic (In conclusion, the new environments 
of the narrator and Kia taught them how to adapt. They were able to learn different things and make 
changes to themselves. Being placed out of our comfort zones are the best ways to teach us). The response 
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors (curiousity). 
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GUIDE PAPER 4b
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GUIDE PAPER 4c
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)
 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The new 
environment affects the narrator in “Excerpt from Behind the Mountains” and “Excerpt from Little 
Cricket”). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (The cold weather in 
“Excerpt from Behind the Mountains,” impact the narrator because he is not use to the environment that 
is taken place; The way the narrator described the setting seems as if the narrator hasn’t experienced 
the cold weather before; The new environment impacts Kia because she isn’t use to Minnesota like she is 
with Laos; Both narrators are adapting to their new environment). The topic is developed with relevant, 
well-chosen details from the texts (“The street was quiet; the red-bricked row houses lined up like snow 
capped soliders standing at full attention … I never knew existed, a cold sun.”; “Papa said we would get 
use to the cold.”; “Kia’s teeth chattered like knobby tree branches chattering.”; “At the grocery store they 
were speechless.”; it’s another cold day but we decided to be brave and go out.”; ”the room reminded her 
of her green mountain village.”). The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate 
transitions to create a unified whole (because, In addition, This shows, and, Both, Then). The concluding 
statement follows from the topic and information presented (The setting impacts narrators positively, and 
negatively). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 5b                         Additional
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)
 

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (The 
environment affects both the narrators in these stories in very similar ways). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate analysis of the texts (In the “Excerpt from Behind the Mountains” the narrator is not 
used to this new envirornment; Kia from “Excerpt from little Cricket” is affected by the new enviornment 
of America; You can tell the narrator is getting used to the new enviornment; You can tell Kia is starting to 
get used to the enviornment). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen details from the text (“Papa
said we would get used to the cold, just as he has. But I don’t think I will ever get used to this cold that seeps 
into your body, all the way to your bones.”; “So much food for so little work, thought Kia, in amazement. 
America really did have everything.”; “ just like something in me feels whole, like a piece of me that’s been 
missing for five years has finally been found.”; “The moment Kia walked into the room, her heart began to 
smile.”). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions to create 
a unified whole (both, In the “Excerpt, because). The response establishes and maintains a formal style 
using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
command of conventions, with few errors (envirornment). 
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GUIDE PAPER 6b
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GUIDE PAPER 6c
 

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)
 

This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (How do 
the new environments effect the narrators?; How does the new environment affect Kia?). The response 
demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (The new environment affected the narrator from Behind 
the Mountains by where he/she used to live was always hot and now moved to Ny, in Brooklyn where in 
the winter it gets extremely cold; The new enviroment affects Kia because where they used to live there 
was no light switch; For the narrator in Behind the Mountains she/he is adapting to the freezing cold 
and horras winter; For Kia she is adapting to not being near the mountains anymore and to the new 
technology around her). The topic is developed with the sustained use of relevant evidence, with some 
lack of variety from the texts (His father told he would get used to it and he/she says “But I don’t think I 
will ever get used to this cold that seeps into your body, all the way to your bones.”; “the first night when it 
was time for bed, none of them knew how to turn off the lights.”; Then she puts a nickel instead of a dime 
in the washing machine). The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary (enviroment, extremely cold, currency, adapting, new technology). The 
concluding section follows generally from the topic and information presented (For the narrator in Behind 
the Mountains she/he is adapting to the freezing cold and horras winter; For Kia she is adapting to not 
being hear the mountains anymore and to the new technology around her). The response demonstrates 
grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension 
(effect, by where he/she used to live was always hot and now moved to Ny, a older woman, enviroment, 
horras). 
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GUIDE PAPER 7b
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GUIDE PAPER 7c
 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)
 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The new environment 
affects the narrator in “Excerpt from behind the mountains” because the narrator had to get use to the 
cold whether and the small apartment; The new environent affects Kia in “Excerpt from little cricket” 
because kia has to learn that America is not like it when she was back home). The response demonstrates 
a literal comprehension of the texts (These two pieces of evidence explain that the new environment affects 
the narrator in a bad way; These two pieces of evidences explain that kia new environment is somewhat 
easy in America then back home; The events that suggest the narrator and kia are each adapting to their 
new environment because they both have to live in a cold and weird places). The topic is developed with 
the use of relevant details (“out in the cold, I understood why the people walking past us didn’t raise their 
heads, for each time I raised mine, my nose ran, my eyes watered, and my face twitched as though a 
million ice needles were being hammered into my skin”; “At the grocery store they were speechless at the 
sight of aisle after aisle of food all packaged and ready to take home”; “so much food for so little work 
thought kia, in amazement America really did have everthing”). This response exhibits some attempt at 
organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (As stated in the text, According to the text, because, 
also). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that 
do not hinder comprehension (cold whether, walking past us, everthing, America then back home, but their 
sun but no warmest). 
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (In “Excerpt 
from Behind the Mountains”, the new environment affects the narrator because it was very cold). The 
response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts (She was amazed; She was impressed; Kia 
was speechless at the people living in Minnesota). The topic is partially developed with the use of some 
textual evidence, some of which may be irrelevant (by the view of different buildings; by the shops and 
churches in Brooklyn; It was always noisy; There was so much to learn that Thek forgot to tell them some 
of the simple things; Her family was speechless at the aisles of food in the grocery store). This response 
exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions (In “Excerpt from, because, 
that). No concluding statement is provided. This response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of 
conventions, with few errors. 
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GUIDE PAPER 9
 
43 

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose (The environments in 
both excepts affect the main characters). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts 
(These quotes show that both characters are trying and understanding their new homes. They both want 
and need to understand). The topic is partially developed with the use of some textual evidence, with 
inconsistency (“Out in the cold, I understood why the people walking past us didn’t raise their heads.”; 
“She told herself she was in America now, where everybody owned pretty things.”). This response exhibits 
little attempt at organization (both, These quotes show). This response does not provide a concluding 
statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may 
hinder comprehension (The environments in both excepts affect the main characters). 
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GUIDE PAPER 10
 
43 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (The story from excerpt from behind the 
mountains is about a family have just emigrated from Haiti to reunite with their father in brooklyn, new 
york; Another story from excerpt from little cricket is about a girl name kia move to america to live 
in Minnsota from thailand). This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence which is 
generally invalid or irrelevant ( just emigrated from haiti to reunite with their father in brooklyn, new 
York and so she can learn how to speack english and learn new stuff in america). This response exhibits 
some attempt at organization (The story from, Another story, so, and). This response does not provide a 
concluding statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors 
that may hinder comprehension (about a family have just emigrated from Haiti and a girl name Kia move 
to America to live in minnsota). 
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GUIDE PAPER 11                          Additional
 
43 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response introduces a topic that follows generally from the task and purpose. This response 
demonstrates little understanding of the texts (The narrator in “Excerpt from Behind the Mountains” 
the new environment affects him and The new environment affects Kia). The response demonstrates an 
attempt to use minimal evidence which is generally invalid (he said that it’s cold and she said it’s noisy 
and always busy). This response exhibits little attempt at organization and does not provide a concluding 
statement. The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions. 
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GUIDE PAPER 12
 
43 

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (they are both having trouble adapting and 
they feel homesick). This response demonstrates an attempt to use minimal evidence which is generally 
invalid or irrelevant (kia is adapting a little bit worse she cant even speak e). This response exhibits little 
attempt at organization and does not provide a concluding statement. This response demonstrates a lack 
of command of conventions (cant, little bit worse, capitalization, punctuation). 
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GUIDE PAPER 13
 
43 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and is mostly copied from the text or 
prompt (The new environment affects the narrator in “Excerpt from Behind the Mountains” because they 
just emigrated from Haiti to reunite with her father in Brooklyn, New York). No evidence is provided. This 
response exhibits no evidence of organization, and no concluding statement is provided. The response is 
minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
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GUIDE PAPER 14                        Additional
 
43 

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points) 

This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts and task (The story was good because 
the moutains that the Dad was asking too mauch Hmong who come to America two years before). This 
response provides evidence which is completely irrelevant (one detail is that the boy was in sunny room” 
A other details is that both boy and girl went to the room and the bothur got mad). Attempts to organize 
are irrelevant to the task and no concluding statement is provided. The response demonstrates a lack of 
command of conventions with frequent errors that hinder comprehension (moutains that the Dad was 
asking too mauch Hmong who come to America). 
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