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2-Point Rubric—Short Response
Response Features

Score

The features of a 2-point response are

2 Points

•
•
•
•
•

Valid inferences and/or claims from the text where required by the prompt
Evidence of analysis of the text where required by the prompt
Relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from the text
to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt
Sufficient number of facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information
from the text as required by the prompt
Complete sentences where errors do not impact readability

The features of a 1-point response are
•
1 Point

•
•

A mostly literal recounting of events or details from the text as required by the
prompt
Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and/or other information from
the text to develop response according to the requirements of the prompt
Incomplete sentences or bullets

The features of a 0-point response are
0 Points*

•
•
•

A response that does not address any of the requirements of the prompt or is totally
inaccurate
A response that is not written in English
A response that is unintelligible or indecipherable

•

If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored
no higher than a 1.
* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire constructedresponse question in that session completely blank (no response attempted).
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New York State Grades 4–5 Writing Evaluation Rubric
SCORE
CRITERIA
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS:
the extent to which the essay
conveys ideas and information
clearly and accurately in order to
support analysis of topics or text(s)

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE:
the extent to which the essay
presents evidence from the
provided text(s) to support
analysis and reflection

CCLS

W.2
R.1–9

W.2
R.1–8

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND
STYLE:
the extent to which the essay
logically organizes complex ideas,
concepts, and information using
formal style and precise language
W.2
L.3
L.6

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS:
the extent to which the essay
demonstrates command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar, usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling

•
•
•
•

W.2
L.1
L.2

4
Essays at this level:

3
Essays at this level:

2
Essays at this level:

1
Essays at this level:

0*
Essays at this level:

—clearly introduce a topic
in a manner that follows
logically from the task and
purpose

—clearly introduce a topic in
a manner that follows from
the task and purpose

—introduce a topic in
a manner that follows
generally from the task and
purpose

—introduce a topic in a
manner that does not
logically follow from the
task and purpose

—demonstrate insightful
comprehension and analysis
of the text(s)

—demonstrate gradeappropriate comprehension
and analysis of the text(s)

—demonstrate a literal
comprehension of the
text(s)

—demonstrate little
understanding of the text(s)

—develop the topic with
relevant, well-chosen
facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or other
information and examples
from the text(s)

—develop the topic with
relevant facts, definitions,
details, quotations, or other
information and examples
from the text(s)

—partially develop the topic
of the essay with the use
of some textual evidence,
some of which may be
irrelevant

—demonstrate an attempt
to use evidence, but only
develop ideas with minimal,
occasional evidence which
is generally invalid or
irrelevant

—provide no evidence or
provide evidence that is
completely irrelevant

—sustain the use of varied,
relevant evidence

—sustain the use of relevant
evidence, with some lack of
variety

—use relevant evidence
with inconsistency

—exhibit clear, purposeful
organization

—exhibit clear organization

—exhibit some attempt at
organization

—exhibit little attempt at
organization, or attempts
to organize are irrelevant to
the task

—exhibit no evidence of
organization

—skillfully link ideas using
grade-appropriate words
and phrases

—link ideas using gradeappropriate words and
phrases

—inconsistently link ideas
using words and phrases

—lack the use of linking
words and phrases

—exhibit no use of linking
words and phrases

—use grade-appropriate,
stylistically sophisticated
language and domainspecific vocabulary

—use grade-appropriate
precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary

—inconsistently use
appropriate language and
domain-specific vocabulary

—use language that is
imprecise or inappropriate
for the text(s) and task

—use language that is
predominantly incoherent
or copied directly from the
text(s)

—provide a concluding
statement that follows
clearly from the topic and
information presented

—provide a concluding
statement that follows from
the topic and information
presented

—provide a concluding
statement that follows
generally from the topic and
information presented

—provide a concluding
statement that is illogical or
unrelated to the topic and
information presented

—do not provide a
concluding statement

—demonstrate gradeappropriate command of
conventions, with few errors

—demonstrate gradeappropriate command of
conventions, with occasional
errors that do not hinder
comprehension

—demonstrate emerging
command of conventions,
with some errors that may
hinder comprehension

—demonstrate a lack of
command of conventions,
with frequent errors that
hinder comprehension

—are minimal, making
assessment of conventions
unreliable

—demonstrate a lack of
comprehension of the
text(s) or task

If the prompt requires two texts and the student only references one text, the response can be scored no higher than a 2.
If the student writes only a personal response and makes no reference to the text(s), the response can be scored no higher than a 1.
Responses totally unrelated to the topic, illegible, or incoherent should be given a 0.
A response totally copied from the text(s) with no original student writing should be scored a 0.

* Condition Code A is applied whenever a student who is present for a test session leaves an entire constructed-response question in that session completely blank (no response attempted).
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Human Homes that Master the Weather
by Margaret Macalister Slepkow
1

From hot, dry deserts to windy, freezing steppes, the earth has extreme
climates. People who live in these harsh climates must adapt to them. Some
need shelters that keep them warm in cold temperatures. Others need
homes that protect them from the heat. Many homes use the natural
environment to help them feel comfortable.
Deep in the earth

2

e village of Matmata, Tunisia, lies on the edge of the Sahara Desert.
On a summer day, the sun bakes the land to 110 degrees F or more. But
nighttime temperatures may be as low as 40 degrees F. Moisture in the air
holds heat. Temperatures in Matmata drop because the dry desert air
cannot hold heat.

3

To escape the burning sun and the nighttime chill, people in Matmata
live in underground caves. Villagers dig large holes 20 feet into the ground.
Ramps or staircases lead down to these holes. e holes serve as courtyards
for attached underground rooms. Tunnels connect the rooms. People even
carve their furniture from the rock walls.

4

e underground caves stay a constant temperature. e sandstone
walls absorb the sun’s heat. ese thick walls stay warm throughout the
night. By morning they have cooled oﬀ. ey remain cool during the day
while they slowly absorb heat from the sun. At dusk, the cycle begins again.
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A water village
5

In the Southeast Asian country of Brunei, people must adapt to a
tropical climate. Located along the equator, Brunei is hot and humid.
Temperatures range from 75 degrees F to 90 degrees F. It rains oen, and
the air is sticky.

6

e South China Sea borders Brunei on the north. Strong ocean winds
fan Brunei’s coast. ese winds travel up the Brunei River. e cool air
they deliver brings some relief from the tropical climate. e village of
Kampong Ayer makes good use of these breezes. e homes in this “water
village” stand on stilts several feet above the water. e sea breezes act as
fans, circulating air through open windows.

7

Many families in Kampong Ayer also use ceiling fans to keep cool. Yet
the river still plays a vital role in helping villagers adapt to the heat. People
swim in the cool shade beneath the houses. Children in Kampong Ayer
learn to swim before they learn to walk.
Circular homes

8

More than 5,000 miles north of Brunei are the steppe lands of central
Asia. e steppes are large, dry grasslands. ese grasslands are home to
nomads and their herds of sheep and goats. In the summer, nomads graze
their herds in cool mountain pastures. In the winter, they move them to
warmer valleys. Because they migrate oen, nomads need homes that are
easy to move. ese homes must also protect them from winter
temperatures of minus 50 degrees F.
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9

Nomads in the steppes live in circular tents called gers (yurts). Gers are
wooden frames covered with felt. eir shape helps to deﬂect the steppe’s
icy winds. e felt covering repels snow and rain. It also holds in the heat
given oﬀ by stoves inside the ger. A hole in the roof lets light in and lets
smoke escape.
deﬂect = to move out of the way
repel = to push back

10

ese amazing dwellings are examples of how people master the
weather. Whether it’s hot or cold outside, these homes are comfortable
shelters from harsh climates. Which ones would you like to visit?
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
25

Possible Exemplary Response:
The sun affects the way people live in Matmata, Tunisia, by forcing them to live underground in order to survive.
The sun heats the land to 110 degrees F or more during the day in Matmata. But when the sun goes down, “the
temperature may be as low as 40 degrees F.” This has caused the people who live there to dig underground homes
with thick sandstone walls. These cooler caves help them escape the heat during the day, but they are also able to stay
warm at night because, according to paragraph 4, “The sandstone walls absorb the sun’s heat.” Absorbing the sun’s
heat keeps the caves warm at night when the temperature gets cold.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.

Page 6

GUIDE PAPER 1a
25
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, according to paragraphs 2 through 4 of
the article “Human Homes that Master the Weather,” how the sun affects the way people live in Matmata,
Tunisia (by making them make different homes in order to become comfortable). The response provides
evidence of analysis (This shows the sun produces extreme heat. The people who live there need to find
a way to live without heat). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text
for support as required by the prompt (on a summer day, the sun bakes the land to 110 degrees F or more
and villages build their homes 20 feet into the ground in order to escape the heat). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2

Additional

25

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, according to paragraphs 2 through 4 of
the article “Human Homes that Master the Weather,” how the sun affects the way people live in Matmata,
Tunisia (by, making them live in underground caves). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“To escape the burning sun and the night-time
chill, people in Matmata live in underground caves.” and “People even carve their furniture from the rock
walls.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
25

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, according to paragraphs 2 through 4 of
the article “Human Homes that Master the Weather,” how the sun affects the way people live in Matmata,
Tunisia (by it being so hot). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for
support as required by the prompt (“the sun bakes the land to 110 degrees” and “To escape the burning
sun”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
25

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain, according to paragraphs 2 through 4 of
the article “Human Homes that Master the Weather,” how the sun affects the way people live in Matmata,
Tunisia (by them being to hot); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for
support (it can be over 110 digrees F). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5

Additional

25

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“to escape the burning sun and
the nighttime chill, people in Matmata Live in underground caves”). The response does not provide a valid
inference from the text to explain, according to paragraphs 2 through 4 of the article “Human Homes that
Master the Weather,” how the sun affects the way people live in Matmata, Tunisia. This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
25

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support (people live in underground caves).
The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain, according to paragraphs 2 through
4 of the article “Human Homes that Master the Weather,” how the sun affects the way people live in
Matmata, Tunisia. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
25

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (it use deserts
wat do it meen like matmata/tunisia/t).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

25

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (I think that shelter can help people
from the sun because so they can stay cooled).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
26

Possible Exemplary Response:
The main idea of paragraphs 5 through 7 is how people in Brunei use the natural environment to stay cool in a hot
and sticky climate. Having homes built on stilts above the water is the way they use the ocean breezes to keep them
cool. The breezes can more easily get into their homes when they are up high. Paragraph 6 states, “The sea breezes
act as fans, circulating air through open windows.” Paragraph 7 tells about another advantage of having a house built
on stilts in water when it states, “People swim in the cool shade beneath the houses.” This proves that having homes on
stilts provides two ways to keep the people of Brunei cool in a tropical climate.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
26

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how this detail supports the main idea
of paragraphs 5 through 7 (because the main idea is how the people stasy cool in tropical climates […]
This shows that people it is very hot in the Southeast Asian country of Brunei witch means the river helps
them cool down). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support
as required by the prompt (“People swim in the cool shade beneath the houses. Children in Kampong Ayer
learn to swim before they learn to walk.” and “In the Southeast Asian country of Brunei, people must adapt
to a tropical climate.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2

Additional

26

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how this detail supports the main idea of
paragraphs 5 through 7 (because it means they are useing the envierment to there edvantedge). The response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (the
sea breezes acts as fans and people swim in the shade beneath the house). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
26

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how this detail supports the main idea of
paragraphs 5 through 7 (because it helps them get cool air). The response provides a sufficient number of
concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“The cool air they deliver brings some
relief from the tropical climate.” and “The village of Kampong Ayer makes use of these breezes.”). This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
26

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how this detail supports the main idea of
paragraphs 5 through 7 (because all thrree paragraphs ar talking about how they adapt to the climate);
however, the response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“ The sea breezes act as
fans, circulating air through open windows”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5

Additional

26

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the
prompt (“Strong ocean winds fan Brunei’s coast.” and “The cool air they deliver brings some relief from
the tropical climate); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how
this detail supports the main idea of paragraphs 5 through 7. This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
26

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how this detail supports the main idea of
paragraphs 5 through 7 (it is a good example of how people live); however, the response does not provide
two concrete details from the text for support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
26

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (Bruli is very hot and humid.The
tempcher is 75degreesF to 90 degrees F).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

26

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response is totally inaccurate (That sentence supports the main idea because its telling you that the
homes in this water village stands on stilts several feet above,Some pople might of not known that its does
that.It is very helpful for paragraphs 5-7).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
27

Possible Exemplary Response:
The word “migrate” means to move from place to place. Nomads migrate and move their homes to different places.
Paragraph 8 states, “In the winter, they move them to warmer valleys.” It also states, “Because they migrate often,
nomads need homes that are easy to move.” These sentences support the meaning of migrate as moving from place
to place on a regular basis.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
27

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the word “migrate” means as it is
used in paragraph 8 of the article (that the nomads move from one place to another because of the change in
seasons). The response provides evidence of analysis (From this, I can see that nomads are constantly on th
move). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by
the prompt (“-nomads need homes easy to move.” and in the summer, the nomad’s herds graze in mountain
pastures and in winter, they move to warmer valleys). This response includes complete sentences where
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2

Additional

27

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the word “migrate” means as it is
used in paragraph 8 of the article (to travel). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt [“because they migrate often, nomads need homes that
are easy to move.” and “they move them to warmer valleys (the homes and sheeps and People).”]. This
response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
27

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the word “migrate” means as it is
used in paragraph 8 of the article (to move from place to place). The response provides a sufficient number
of relevant details from the text for support as required by the prompt (In Asia they migrate to warmer
places in the winter and there homes are easy to move). This response includes complete sentences where
errors do not impact readability.

Page 28

GUIDE PAPER 4
27

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the word “migrate” means as it is
used in paragraph 8 of the article (to move); however, the response only provides one concrete detail from
the text for support (they migrate often nomand need homes that are easy to move). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5

Additional

27

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the
prompt (the sheep will move to warmer valleyes and the nomads will need homes that are easy to move
homes); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the word
“migrate” means as it is used in paragraph 8 of the article. This response includes complete sentences where
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
27

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (“They need homes lhat are easy
to move). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the word “migrate”
means as it is used in paragraph 8 of the article. This response includes complete sentences where errors do
not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
27

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (The word migrate is used in this
Sentence is to show that if the water or weather is cold they have to migrate like the animals do).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

27

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (One exsampel is in the texs is that
they can be more then 5,000 miles north of brunei are the steppe land.
Anather exampel is Many
families in kampong ayer also use ceiling fans to keep ciool).
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e Fox and the Crow
by Aesop
1

One bright morning as the Fox was following his sharp nose through
the wood in search of a bite to eat, he saw a Crow on the limb of a tree
overhead. is was by no means the ﬁrst Crow the Fox had ever seen.
What caught his attention this time and made him stop for a second look,
was that the lucky Crow held a bit of cheese in her beak.

2

“No need to search any farther,” thought sly Master Fox. “Here is a
dainty bite for my breakfast.”
dainty = small but good

3

Up he trotted to the foot of the tree in which the Crow was sitting, and
looking up admiringly, he cried, “Good-morning, beautiful creature!”

4

e Crow, her head cocked on one side, watched the Fox suspiciously.
But she kept her beak tightly closed on the cheese and did not return his
greeting.
cocked = turned sideways

5

“What a charming creature she is!” said the Fox. “How her feathers
shine! What a beautiful form and what splendid wings! Such a wonderful
Bird should have a very lovely voice, since everything else about her is so
perfect. Could she sing just one song, I know I should hail her Queen of
Birds.”

6

Listening to these ﬂattering words, the Crow forgot all her suspicion,
and also her breakfast. She wanted very much to be called Queen of Birds.
So she opened her beak wide to utter her loudest caw, and down fell the
cheese straight into the Fox’s open mouth.

7

“ank you,” said Master Fox sweetly, as he walked oﬀ. “ough it is
cracked, you have a voice sure enough. But where are your wits?”
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
28

Possible Exemplary Response:
The information in paragraph 1 helps the reader’s understanding of the rest of the story by giving the reader
background information about the Fox. In the first paragraph, it states that the Fox is “in search of a bite to eat.” This
paragraph also explains to us what attracts the Fox to the Crow is that she holds “a bit of cheese in her beak.” Knowing
he is looking for food helps to explain why the Fox is saying that the Crow should sing, because this is the way the
Fox plans to get some food.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
28

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 1 of “The
Fox and the Crow” helps the reader’s understanding of the rest of the story (by telling why the Fox tricked
the crow). The response provides evidence of analysis (This shows that this crow was nothing special, so
why did the trick THIS crow). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text
for support as required by the prompt (“This was by no means the first Crow the Fox had seen” and “What
caught his attention this time was that the Lucky Crow had a bit of cheese in her mouth.”). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
Page 36

GUIDE PAPER 2

Additional

28

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 1 of
“The Fox and the Crow” helps the reader’s understanding of the rest of the story (by telling you that the
story was taking place in the woods). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the
text for support as required by the prompt (“One bright morning as the Fox was following his sharp nose
through the wood” and “The saw a Crow on the limb of a tree overhead”). This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
28

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 1 of
“The Fox and the Crow” helps the reader’s understanding of the rest of the story (shows Fox wanted the
cheese so he tricked Crow). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for
support as required by the prompt (What caught his attention this time and made him stop for a second look,
was that the lucky Crow held a bit of cheese in her beak and She wanted very much to be called Queen of
Birds. So she opened her beak wide to utter her loudest caw, and down fell the cheese straight into the Fox’s
open mouth). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the
prompt (“ was that the Lucky Crow held abit of cheese” and “in search of a bite to eat.” and in paragraph
6 Fox ate the cheese); however, the response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how
the information in paragraph 1 of “The Fox and the Crow” helps the reader’s understanding of the rest of
the story. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5

Additional

28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 1 of
“The Fox and the Crow” helps the reader’s understanding of the rest of the story (by writeing how the crow
had the cheese and fox wanted it); however, the response does not provide two concrete details from the
text for support. This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
28

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response is a mostly literal recounting of details from the text (The information in paragraph 1 of The
Fox and the Crow helps the reader understand the rest of the story because, the fox was looking for food and
he saw a crow with chesse, and the fox had a master who was hungry so the chesse was a great meal, and
the chesse was just on the limb of a tree so the chesse could have fallen at any time and fox the could have
grabed it if it did fall). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.

Page 41

GUIDE PAPER 7
28

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (It explane’s how the fox is is
complamenting the bird a how shiny his fur is and his beatiful voice and what not. Well readers already
now how this story’s going to end the bird is going to drop the chesse and the foxgoing to get it.But i think a
inported deatail is the lesson the bird leared is that don’t let your self get buttered especily from somebody
you have never meant before “stranger danger”).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

28

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (the crow whant to be the queen of
the berds).
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e Otters and the Fox
by Joseph Gaer
1

Two otters were ﬁshing one day and had the good fortune to catch a
huge pike, three feet long and almost as heavy as they were. e pike put
up a great ﬁght and both otters were completely exhausted by the time they
landed their ﬁsh.

2

When the pike was safely grounded, the two friends began to quarrel
about how to divide their catch. ey could not agree on who should get
the head and who should get the tail, and to whom belonged the greater
share.

3

Along came a fox and stopped to listen to their dispute. e two otters
turned to him.

4

“We caught this pike together,” they explained. “But we cannot agree on
how to divide him between us. Will you help us make a fair division?”

5

e fox said gravely: “I have judged many cases like this, and I am
known far and wide for my skill and fairness in such matters.”

6

e fox cut the pike in three parts, and asked: “Who saw the pike ﬁrst?”

7

“I did,” said one otter.

8

“en to you belongs the head,” said the fox, and gave him the head.

9

He asked again: “Who helped secure the ﬁsh on the ground?”

10

“I did,” said the second otter.

11
12
13

“en to you justly belongs the tail,” said the fox, and gave him the
ﬁshtail.
“But what of the body of the ﬁsh?” asked the otters.
“at is my share for acting as judge,” said the fox as he ran oﬀ with
most of the great pike in his mouth.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
29

Possible Exemplary Response:
In “The Otters and the Fox,” the fox thinks very highly of himself. In paragraph 5, he tells the otters that he has judged
many arguments and that he is “known far and wide” for his skills at solving such problems. And in paragraph 13,
he takes the biggest part of the fish and says, “That is my share for acting as judge.” This shows that he thinks he is
worthy of keeping more of the fish than the two otters and clever for outsmarting them. These details show that the
fox has a very high opinion of himself.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
29

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the fox thinks about himself in “The
Otters and the Fox” (the fox thinks that he is very smart and clever). The response provides a sufficient
number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“ That is my share for acting
as a judge” and “ Fox cut the fish in three parts”). This response includes complete sentences where errors
do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2

Additional

29

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the fox thinks about himself in “The
Otters and the Fox” (the fox thinks hes fair). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details
from the text for support as required by the prompt (“i have judged many cases like this and i am known
far and wide for my skill and fairness” and the foxed asked the otters 2 things like who helped drag the fish
and who saw it first to make it fair). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
29

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the fox thinks about himself in “The
Otters and the Fox” (Fox thinks he can trick them). The response provides a sufficient number of relevant
details from the text for support as required by the prompt (he did by taking the body and he thinks he gets
the body for being a good judge). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact
readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
29

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the fox thinks about himself in “The
Otters and the Fox” (he thinks he is very clever); however, the response only provides one relevant detail
from the text for support (he tricked the otters into giving him most of the fish). This response includes
complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5

Additional

29

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the fox thinks about himself in “The
Otters and the Fox” (the fox thinks he is the best fox ever); however, the response does not provide two
concrete details from the text for support. This response includes complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
29

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (he is known for my skills of
fairnees in such matter). The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the
fox thinks about himself in “The Otters and the Fox.” This response includes a complete sentence where
errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
29

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt (He thought it was a good idea. He
eats a lot of fish).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

29

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response is totally inaccurate (The fox think about him self not being a good Juge for the otters. How I
know that is because, the otter ask him to be the Juge).

Page 53

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
30

Possible Exemplary Response:
A theme of “The Otters and the Fox” is that it is not a good idea to trust someone you don’t know. By giving up control of the pike, the otters make it possible for the fox to trick them. In paragraph 5, the fox says, “I have judged many
cases like this, and I am known far and wide for my skill and fairness in such matters.” The otters have no reason to
trust him, but they believe what he tells them even though he cuts the fish into three pieces instead of two. Then in
paragraph 13, he takes the biggest and best part of the fish for himself and says, “That is my share for acting as judge.”
This proves that it was not a good idea to trust the fox based only on what he had to say.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 2-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
30

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a theme of “The Otters and the Fox”
is (Don’t trust everyone you meet). The response provides evidence of analysis (To explain the fox only did
this for himself). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as
required by the prompt (“That is my share for being the Judge” and “As he ran off with most of the great
pike in his mouth.”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2

Additional

30

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a theme of “The Otters and the Fox”
is (to stick with what you have rather than losing what you have trying to get better stuff). The response
provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the prompt (“But
what of the body of the fish?” asked the otters.“That is my share for acting as judge,” said the fox as he
ran off with most of the great pike in his mouth.’’ and “We caught this pike together,” they explained. “But
we cannot agree on how to divide him between us. Will you help us make a fair division?”). This response
includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
30

Score Point 2 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a theme of “The Otters and the Fox”
is (don’t be tricked). The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support
as required by the prompt (“fox as he ran off with most of the great Pike in his mouth” and “This is my Share
for acting as Judge”). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
30

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what a theme of “The Otters and the Fox”
is (try to work things out for yourselves); however, the response only provides one relevant detail from the
text for support (the fox got more of the pike because the otters couldn’t work it out themselves and divide it
evenly). This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5

Additional

30

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain what a theme of “The Otters and the Fox”
is (if you have caught somthing with a friend you should find out a way to split that thing by yourself so you
dont get tricked by somone who is very very greety and to not always trust poeple you dont know); however,
the response does not provide two concrete details from the text for support. This response includes complete
sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
30

Score Point 1 (out of 2 points)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support (they asked who will got the body
of the fish the fox said me for acting as a judge). The response does not provide a valid inference from the
text to explain what a theme of “The Otters and the Fox” is. This response includes complete sentences
where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
30

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address the requirements of the prompt (You sould not trust a fox. You sould share
the fish equaly and do not fight).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

30

Score Point 0 (out of 2 points)
This response does not address the requirements of the prompt and is totally inaccurate (The main idea of
this story is that the otters they fishing. one day they said that they had a good fortune).
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
31

Page 63

Possible Exemplary Response:
In both “The Fox and the Crow” and “The Otters and the Fox,” one character plays a trick on other characters. In
both stories it is the character of the fox that is playing the tricks. The fox plays a trick on the other characters because he is hungry and greedy and wants to take food from them. Even though the tricks are alike in these ways,
there are also differences in how the fox tricks the characters in each story.
In “The Fox and the Crow,” Master Fox plays a trick on the Crow because he wants to take her cheese to eat.
Paragraph 1 states the Fox was “in search of a bite to eat” and when he discovered the Crow holding a piece of
cheese, he thought to himself, “Here is a dainty bite for my breakfast.” In paragraph 5, the Fox tricks the Crow
by complimenting her looks to get her attention and then convincing her to sing. According to the text the fox
said, “Could she sing just one song, I know I should hail her Queen of Birds.” This is how he tricks the Crow into
dropping the cheese in his waiting mouth in paragraph 6.
In “The Otters and the Fox,” the fox plays a trick on two otters who have just caught a fish. He does this because
he wants the best part of fish to eat for himself. In paragraph 4 after catching the fish, the otters ask the fox to help
them divide the fish fairly when they say, “Will you help us make a fair division?” The fox cuts the fish into three
pieces, giving the head to the otter that first saw the fish and the tail to the otter that helped secure the fish on the
ground. The fox then takes the biggest piece of fish and says, “That is my share for acting as judge.” This is how the
fox tricks the otters into sharing the fish with him when they probably did not intend to.
The way the tricks are played by the foxes is alike in that they both end up with the other animals giving up their
food. The way the tricks are played is different in that the Fox tricks the Crow by complimenting her and by telling
her she sings well and he wants to hear her sing. The other fox tricks the otters by complimenting his own skills as
a judge in order to convince the otters that he would be fair in helping them share the fish.
In conclusion, the reader can see that the fox characters play tricks on other characters in both of these stories
in order to get food, and they either compliment the characters or build themselves up in order to trick the other
characters into giving up their food.

Possible Details to Include:
•

Other relevant text-based details

Score Points:
Apply 4-point holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
31

Page 65

GUIDE PAPER 1b
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)
This response clearly introduces the topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In both “The
Fox and the Crow” and “The Otters and the Fox,” one character in each story plays a trick on the other
characters because it wants something; The tricks the characters play are alike because the tricks are both
played by a fox and they both turn out unfairly for the other characters; The tricks the characters play
are different because in one of the stories the fox pretends he’s trying to help the other characters while
in the other story he pretends to care about the other character). The response demonstrates insightful
comprehension and analysis of the texts (The character plays these tricks to get food; after the fox gets what
he wants he doesn’t act nice to the bird; he doesn’t care if the otters get equal pieces, he just makes sure
that he gets fish to; This proves the fox wasn’t trying to be nice either of the times he just wanted food; the
bird ends up without cheese and fox ends up with cheese; the otters don’t most of the fish that they caught;
This shows that even though it was the other characters food fox ended up with it because he tricked them;
he tricks the otters into thinking he’s helping them divide the fish evenly among the to of them; he tricks the
bird into thinking that he thinks she really is beautiful; This proves the characters are tricking the other
characters in different ways because the fox doesn’t try to flatter the otters and he doesn’t try to sneak the
cheese). The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts, and sustains
the use of varied, relevant evidence (“Though it is cracked, you have a voice sure enough. But where are
your wits?”; “That is my share for acting as judge.”; “So she opened her beak wide to utter her loudest
caw, and down fell the cheese straight into Fox’s open mouth.”; “said the fox as he ran away with most of
the fish in his mouth; “I have judged many cases like this, and I am known far and wide for my skill and
fairness in such matters.”; “Good-morning, beautiful creature!”). The response exhibits clear, purposeful
organization, skillfully linking ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (For example in the story,
after, Also, This proves, because, are both, Another example, This shows, even though, in one of the stories
[…] while in the other story, In conclusion). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated
language and domain-specific vocabulary (equal pieces, either of the times, they both turn out unfairly,
ends up without, even though it was the other characters food fox ended up with it, pretends he’s trying to
help, pretends to care, tricks the otters into thinking he’s helping them divide the fish evenly among the to
of them, she really is beautiful, flatter, sneak). The response provides a concluding statement that follows
generally from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, one character tricks the other characters
because it wants something). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with
few errors (he gets fish to, otters don’t most, characters food, the to of them, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 2a
31

Page 67

Additional

GUIDE PAPER 2b

Page 68

Additional

GUIDE PAPER 2c

Additional

Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)
This response clearly introduces the topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose [In
“The fox and the crow” and “The otters and the fox, both foxes trick on the other character(s) to get their
desire. The tricks they play are similer and different]. The response demonstrates insightful comprehension
and analysis of the texts [both foxes trick on the other character(s) to get their desire; The tricks the characters
play are alike because both the foxes wanted to get a desire met, and they both used cunning words to secure
it; If the fox was “known far and wide,” then the otters would have known him, but they did not So they
should have known he was lying; The tricks are differnt because the fox in “The fox and the crow” used it
in a tempting way, but the other fox used it in a way that the otters woulden’t suspect him]. The response
develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“Such a wonderfull bird should have a very lovely
voice, since everything else about her is so perfect.”; “I am known far and wide for my skill and fairness
in such matters.”; “listining to these flattering words,”; the fox helps divide it, but then he take the good
part). The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, skillfully linking ideas using grade-appropriate
words and phrases (In “The fox and the crow” and “The otters and the fox; because both; and they both;
If the fox was “known far and wide,”; but they; so; but the other fox; then; In conclusion; Both the the
otters and the crow). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language and domainspecific vocabulary (wanted to get a desire met; used cunning words to secure it; If the fox was “known
far and wide,” then the otters would have known him; should have known he was lying; in a tempting
way; woulden’t suspect him; divide). The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the
topic and information presented (In conclusion, you should never listen to flatters. Both the the otters
and the crow did, but somthing bad happened). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command
of conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension [trick on the other character(s),
similer, wonderfull, differnt, woulden’t, listining, he take the good part, capitalization].
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GUIDE PAPER 3a
31

Page 70

GUIDE PAPER 3b

Page 71

GUIDE PAPER 3c
Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)
This response clearly introduces the topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(Imagine you are a crow an an amazing bite of cheese in your mouth, and a fox comes up to you and asks
you sing. Would you? Now imagine that you are an otter, trying to split a fish equally with your friend, when
a fox comes and splits it, but takes majority of the fish you caught. Now think. They both wanted food, but
different types of food. Well, in the stories “The Fox and the Crow” and “The Otters and the Fox” the sly
foxes trick different characters into getting the tasty bites they want). The response demonstrates gradeappropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (the sly foxes trick different characters into getting the
tasty bites they want; the fox for the crow tricked it because it needed breakfast; Their tricks are alike because
both the foxes are searching for food; This shows that THIS fox got food; This shows that this fox got cheese,
and that both of these foxes got pieces of food; Both their tricks are different though because they are getting
DIFFERENT pieces of food. The fox from the crow got cheese, and the other fox got fish). The response
develops the topic with relevant details from the texts (“Here is a dainty bite for my breakfast.”; “…he
ran off with most of the great pike in his mouth.”; “…and down fell the cheese straight into the Fox’s open
mouth.”; “the fox found the crow with a piece of cheese in her mouth, and he decided to get that; the second
fox decided to go after two otters, that had just caught a pike) and uses relevant evidence with inconsistency
(“That is my share for acting as judge.”). The response exhibits clear, purposeful organization, skillfully
linking ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (Now imagine, when, They both, Well, So, One
detail is, Another piece of evidence is, These pieces of evidence prove, because, This shows, Another detail
from, This is how, though, As you can see). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated
language and domain-specific vocabulary (Imagine you are, split a fish equally, majority, fish you caught,
different types of food, sly, tasty bites, tricked their victims, searching, decided to go after two otters). The
response does not provide a concluding statement. The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command
of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 4a
31

Page 73

GUIDE PAPER 4b
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)
This response clearly introduces the topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
[In both “The Fox and the Crow” and “The Otters and the Fox’ one character plays a trick on the other
character(s), i will be explaining why one character plays a trick and how the tricks that the characters
play are alike and different; In “The Fox and the Crow” the fox plays a trick on the Crow to get the crows
cheese, and in “The Otters and the Fox” the fox plays a trick on the otters to get some pike fish; The tricks
that the characters play are alike because; The tricks are different from each other because]. The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (the foxes played these tricks on
them to get their food; in both stories it is a fox who plays the trick and gets away with it; Both tricks are
played to get food; in “The fox and the Crow” The fox gets his food by talking to the crow but in “The Otters
and the Fox” the fox gets his food by pretending to solve a problem). The response develops the topic with
relevant details from the texts, sustaining the use of relevant evidence, with some lack of variety (the fox
was looking for food to eat for breakfast, but then he spies the crow and more importantly the crows piece
of cheese, the Fox talks to the crow and the crow responds, the cheese falling to the ground allowing the fox
to steal it; the otters catch a pike fish, and they couldn’t find a way to split it beetween the two of them, so
they asked the fox to split it for them, and he splits it up into three pieces and asks who saw the fish and who
secured the fish on the ground? and they both got a piecce of the fish and then the otters asked who would
get the third piece? And th efox took the biggest piece and left; the fox tricks the crow into dropping her
cheese and takes it, and in “The Otters and the Fox”T the fox tricks the otters by pretending to solve their
problem but ends up taking the biggest piece of fish; The otters cant decide whos hould get the head and who
should ge tthe tail of the fish, so they ask the fox, the fox solves the problem bu then takes the biggest and
best part of the fish for himself. Meanwhile in the other story the fox tells the crow that if she sang a song
she could be his “queen of birds” so the crow opens her mouth and the fox takes the fallen cheese). The
response exhibits clear organization. The response skillfully links ideas using grade-appropriate words and
phrases (In “The Fox and the Crow”, i know this because, more importantly, In the story “The Otters and
the Fox”, beetween, The tricks are also alike because, from each other, so they, bu then, Meanwhile in the
other story, if she sang a song she could be). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated
language and domain-specific vocabulary (spies, more importantly the crows piece of cheese, responds,
the cheese falling to the ground allowing the fox to steal it, the otters catch a pike fish, couldn’t find a way,
pretending to solve their problem, ends up taking the biggest piece, biggest and best part, for himself, the
fallen cheese). The response provides a concluding statement that is illogical to the topic and information
presented (The end). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors
that may hinder comprehension (beetween, piecce, tthe, bu, capitalization, punctuation, spacing, run-on
sentences).
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GUIDE PAPER 5a
31

Page 75

Additional

GUIDE PAPER 5b

Page 76

Additional

GUIDE PAPER 5c

Additional

Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)
This response clearly introduces the topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (In both stories,
“The Fox and the Crow” and “The Otters and the Fox”, the fox plays a trick on the other character; Both
tricks are alike becuuse; Both tricks are different becuuse). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate
comprehension and analysis of the texts (The fox plays a trick on the other characters because; there is
a chance to get food if he does so; The fox plays a trick on the otters to get most of the pike both of the
otters got; The fox tricks the Crow by admiring and complimenting it; both tricks are tricks to get food;
one trick that was in “The Otters and the Fox”, was helping 2 otter shure. The other trick which was
in “The Fox and the Crow”, the fox made the crow open it’s mouth by Sweet talk to eat cheese). The
response partially develops the topic of the essay with some textual evidence (The otters chooses the fox
to be judge of who gets which piece. The fox lets the first otter get the head, the second otter get the tail,
then the fox took the body as credit for being judge and so the crow can accidently drop the cheese for the
Fox’s breakfast). The response exhibits clear organization, linking ideas using grade-appropriate words and
phrases (In both stories, because, if, For example, For another example, by, so, both tricks, one trick [...]
The other trick, In conclusion). The response uses grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated language
and domain-specific vocabulary (there is a chance, if he does so, most of the pike, credit for being judge,
admiring and complimenting, accidently, Fox’s breakfast, sweet talk). The response provides a concluding
statement that follows from the topic and information presented (In conclusion, in both stories, “The Otters
and the Fox” and “The Fox and the Crow”, the fox plays a trick on the other characters to get food).
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not
hinder comprehension (The otters chooses, accidently, becuuse, helping 2 otter shure, The other trick […]
the fox made the crow open it’s mouth by sweet talk).
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GUIDE PAPER 6a
31

Page 78

GUIDE PAPER 6b

Page 79

GUIDE PAPER 6c
Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)
This response clearly introduces the topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (According
to the text the fox play a trick on other because he want the cheese. I am going to write about alike and
different in both stories the trick of the character; Based on the text the play is alike because; Next I going
to talk about the tricks are different). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and
analysis of the texts (in both stories the fox want to eat; The fox character is sneake and clever; it was unfair
because the fox get the biggest and he didn’t do something; both stories talk about the fox. In fox and crow
it talk about how a fox lie and that otters and fox it talk about when the otters had trouble dividing). The
response partially develops the topic of the essay with some textual evidence (the fox want to eat the cheese
and the fox want to eat the pike and The fox divide the fish in 3 unequal part) and uses relevant evidence
with inconsistency (she want to be call the queen of Birds). The response exhibits clear organization, linking
ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (According to the text, Based on the text, in both stories,
Next, because, In otters and the fox, In conclusion, In fox and crow). The response inconsistently uses
appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (going to write about alike and different, the trick
of the character, play, sneake and clever, having trouble dividing the fish, unfair, he didn’t do something).
The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented (In
conclusion the fox and the crow and The otters and the fox are simulor because both stories talk about the
fox. In fox and crow it talk about how a fox lie and that otters and fox it talk about when the otters had
trouble dividing). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that
may hinder comprehension (write about alike and different in both stories the trick of the character, the fox
get the biggest and he didn’t do something, capitalization, missing words, subject-verb agreement, changing
tenses).
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GUIDE PAPER 7a
31

Page 81

GUIDE PAPER 7b

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose (One
character plays a trick on another because; In the fox and the crow, the fox uses; In the otters and the fox the
fox). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of the texts (in the trick they
get food for him or herself; the fox uses flattery; the fox judges who gets what; in his ways of judgment that
was fair). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with some textual evidence (“So she opened
her beak wide to utter her loudest crow and down fell the cheese straight into the foxes open mouth.”; “That
is my share for acting as judge, said the fox as he ran off with most of the great pike in his mouth.”; to get a
piece of cheese for breakfast; since he did the judging he got the majority of the fish). The response exhibits
some attempt at organization. The response links ideas using grade-appropriate words and phrases (because
in the trick, The text the fox and the crow states, In the text the otters and the fox, since, because in his ways
of judgment). The response inconsistently uses appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (uses
flattery, got the majority, his ways of judgment). The response does not provide a concluding statement.
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do not
hinder comprehension (they get food for him or herself, peice, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 8

Additional

31

Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (The artical
‘’The otters and the fox’’ the fox plays a trick on the two otters because; In the artical the “fox and the crow’’
the fox plays a trick on the crow because; The tricks are alike in both story are). The response demonstrates
a literal comprehension of the texts (because the fox wanted the fish; because the fox wanted the cheese
from the crow; the foxes from the artical are hungry for food). The response partially develops the topic of
the essay with some textual evidence (the fox get the crow to sing,so when the crow opens her mouth she
drops the cheese into the foxes moth and the otters don’t now who gets what part of the fish. then the fox
decide who gets what part,so he splits the fish into three parts then the otters got the parts then the fox takes
the middle part of the fish). The response exhibits some attempt at organization. The response links ideas
using grade-appropriate words and phrases (because, In the artical, in both story, One detail is, so when, In
the otters and fox artical, then). The response uses grade-appropriate precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary (hungry for food, the fox get the crow to sing, she drops the cheese, who gets what part, splits
the fish into three parts, the middle). The response does not provide a concluding statement. The response
demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder comprehension (artical,
in both story are were the foxes, One detail is in the fox and crow story is the fox get, foxes moth, don’t now,
the fox decide, capitalization, punctuation, spacing).
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GUIDE PAPER 9a
31

Page 84

GUIDE PAPER 9b

Page 85

GUIDE PAPER 9c
Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (In the
articles “the otters and the fox” and in “the fox and the crow” the authors Put a trick on a a charcter the
sa me and diffrent). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (the fox is the trickster and
both articles are the same because they both want food they are different because they play diffrent tricks
on charcters). The response partially develops the topic of the essay with some textual evidence (“ I will
take the body since I Have been a great Juge”; “‘ I’ve been Juge since Years”; “ What a chaming creatare
she is”; “ thank you said maSter fox swettly”). The response exhibits some attempt at organization, and
inconsistently links ideas using words and phrases (In the articles, acorrding to the text, Also in the text, in
conclusion). The response inconsistently uses appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (Put a
trick on, trickster, been Juge since Years, it talks How, both articles […] want food). The response provides
a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information presented (in conclusion
both articles are the same because they both want food they are diffrent because they Play diffrent tricks
on charcters). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may
hinder comprehension (on a a charcter, the sa me and diffrent, acorrding, Juge, chaming creatare, swettly,
capitalization, punctuation).
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GUIDE PAPER 10a
31
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GUIDE PAPER 10b
Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose
(The are sillimer because they both have problems). The response demonstrates little understanding of the
texts (they both have a fox in it and the fox is the one that solves the problems in both aritles and That is
how the fox fixed the problem). The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops
ideas with minimal occasional evidence (they were argying about who got the fish and The first otter got
the head, the sencod one got the tail) which is generally invalid (the crow find a fox and he wants to eat
itand the fox eats the crow instead and so the fox split it in half). The response exhibits some attempt at
organization. The response lacks the use of linking words and phrases (they both, In the aritle, That is how,
This is how). The response inconsistently uses appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (solves
the problems, he, it, they, fixed). The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from
the topic and information presented (This is how the otters and the fox and the fox and the crow are similler
because the fox fixes both of the problems). The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions,
with some errors that may hinder comprehension (sillimer, aritles, the crow find, argying, sencod, similler,
capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 11

Additional

31

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose
(the fox in the fox and the ottrers he tricked them and there not alike because). The response demonstrates
little understanding of the texts (he tricked them for getting food from the otters; to get him some food;
they wanted the huge fish; by having her mouth open). No evidence is provided. The response exhibits
little attempt at organization, and lacks the use of linking words and phrases (and, by, so thats how). The
response inconsistently uses appropriate language and domain-specific vocabulary (them, for getting food,
not alike, huge fish). The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic
and information presented (so thats how there different and alike). The response demonstrates a lack of
command of conventions, with frequent errors (ottrers, there not alike, because the fox tricked the otters
because, thats how there, capitalization).
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GUIDE PAPER 12
31

Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose
(In both “The Fox and the Crow” and “The Otters and the Fox” the tricks the characters play on each
other are alike because). The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts (both the foxe’s in
the story both lied to get what they want). No evidence is provided. The response exhibits no evidence of
organization. The response lacks the use of linking words and phrases (In both, because, in the story). The
response uses language that is imprecise (get what they want). The response does not provide a concluding
statement. The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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GUIDE PAPER 13
31

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts (the reason one character in each story
plays a trick on other characters is because this it is a sly fox). No evidence is provided. The response
exhibits no evidence of organization. The response lacks the use of linking words and phrases. The response
does not provide a concluding statement. The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions
unreliable.
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GUIDE PAPER 14

Additional

31

Score Point 0 (out of 4 points)
This response introduces the topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (They play
a trick on each other because; They are alike because; the tricks plays are diffrent when). The response
demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts (one person have somthing and they do not play with
it and they get happy). No evidence is provided. The response exhibits no evidence of organization. The
response lacks the use of linking words and phrases (because when and and). The response uses language
that is imprecise for the texts and task (They, one person, somthing, act good, get happy). The response does
not provide a concluding statement. The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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