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Session 1

TIPS FOR TAKING THE TEST

Here are some ideas to help you do your best:

e Read the whole passage before you answer the questions. Most questions will only make
sense after you read the whole passage.

* You might need to read the passage more than once to answer a question.
e Read each question carefully. Take your time.

* A question may include a quote from a passage. You might need to review both the
quote and the whole passage to answer the question.

When you write your answers
e make sure to answer the whole question;
e use examples or details from the text;
e write in complete sentences; and
e use correct spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.
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Directions
Read this passage. Then answer questions 13 through 19.

Porcupette Explores the Night

by Susan Yoder Ackerman

Baby porcupines stay with their mothers until they
are about 4 months old. Then they are big enough
to take care of themselves.

1 The full moon is rising over rocky mountain peaks. It shines down into
a canyon. Under the roots of an old pine tree, there is scuftling and
snuffling. A young porcupine, called a porcupette, comes out of the den
where she spent the day resting. Her mother is still asleep in the branches
above.

2 Porcupette looks awkward as she slowly waddles on her short, sturdy
legs, but she is calm and confident. She is not bothered when a raccoon
trundles past her on its way to fish in the nearby stream. She is not afraid to
come out at night alone.

3 Right now, Porcupette is hungry. Mother’s milk is good, but porcupines
are born with a mouth full of teeth and ready to bite. Porcupette is looking
for something to chew on. Clover would be nice, but it isn’t always easy to
find. Pine needles and the inner bark of the pine tree make a good snack,
though, and are never too far away in the forest.
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Directions
Read this story. Then answer questions 26 through 31.

Sabeel’s parents take him, his older brother, Vikram, and younger sister,
Puja, to the beach. Their grandmother, Dadi, is also with them.

Excerpt from “Sabeel’s Shell”

by Paula DePaolo

As Sabeel and his grandmother stood on the beach watching the
sunrise, a perfect, speckled shell washed ashore. Sabeel could not believe his
eyes. All vacation he had hoped to find such a treasure. Now, with one scoop

of his hand, the awesome shell was his. Sabeel ran to his grandmother.
“Dadi, look!” he said.

“Beautiful,” she replied.
Sabeel turned it over. Inside, the shell was as pink as a bunny’s ear.

“It is a gift from the sea,” said Dadi as they walked to their cottage.
“Take good care of it.” . ..

Sabeel placed the shell on his nightstand and then headed to the
boardwalk with his parents and Puja. Dadi stayed at the cottage. So did
Vikram, who was busy taking pictures.

boardwalk = walkway by the shore with games, food, and
activities
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At the boardwalk, Sabeel saw shells for sale, but none were as special as
his. He and Dad rode bumper cars, and Mom won a stuffed caterpillar for
Puja.

Back at the cottage, Sabeel ran to his room to admire the shell. It was
gone! Only a pinch of sand remained. “My shell!” he cried. “Dadi, where’s
my shell?”

“Where did you put it?” Dadi asked.

“It’s not there!” cried Sabeel. Then something caught his eye . . . under
Vikram’s bed. “Vikram took it,” he said.

“I did not!” argued Vikram. “I was taking pictures at the beach. Who
cares about your boring shell?”

This time, Sabeel tucked the shell under his pillow, where no one could
see it.

After lunch, Sabeel and Vikram walked to the arcade. Sabeel played
Skee-Ball and won a golden treasure box, perfect for his shell. . . .

arcade = place with games

Back at the cottage, Sabeel searched under his pillow. Oh, no! Not
again. “Mom!” he called. “Where’s my shell?” . ..

Sabeel found Puja holding the shell in her lap. “Mine,” she said.

First Vikram. Now Puja. The shell was his. Hed found it. Quietly,
Sabeel hid it in the dresser, under his last pair of underwear. He checked on
it twice before everyone went to the beach for the last time. . . .

That evening, Sabeel and his family packed to go home. Sabeel opened
his drawer. The shell was not under his last pair of underwear. It was inside
his last pair of socks.

Sabeel peeked into the living room. Mom was reading to Dadi. Dad
and Puja were asleep in a chair, and Vikram was taking selfies. Sabeel buried
his treasure in his sneaker and then climbed into bed.
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In the morning, his sneakers had vanished. Sabeel found Mom shaking
sand from them outside. “Did you find my shell?” he asked. . . .

Then, just as he took a sip of milk, he saw . . . No, it couldn’t be! But it
was. Sabeel’s missing shell walked into the room. “Look!” said Sabeel,
pointing.

Everyone looked. The beautiful, speckled shell with the pink inside
now had beady eyes and brown legs that raced for the door. . ..

“It’s a hermit crab!” exclaimed Vikram.

Sabeel ran over and picked it up. The brown legs and beady eyes
disappeared inside. “T'll call you Sandy;” said Sabeel, peeking into the shell.
“You can live at my house.”

“He already has a house,” teased Dad.
“And a home,” said Dadji, looking into Sabeel’s eyes.

Sabeel remembered how his shell had washed up from the ocean. That
was Sandy’s real home. That was where he wanted to be. “Dadji, will you
come to the beach with me?” Sabeel asked with a sigh. “I have to return a
gift” Dadi smiled. . . .

At the beach, he put Sandy down by some rocks and waited. Sandy’s
legs reappeared and carried his perfect, speckled shell to the water’s edge.
With the next wave, he was gone.

“Goodbye,” whispered Sabeel, feeling good and awful at the same time.



5> How does the author use paragraphs 5 and 10 to develop Vikram?

A by describing how he is more interested in taking pictures than in a shell

by describing how he is a good brother who enjoys spending time with
family

C by explaining why he and his brother argue all the time

by explaining the different kinds of activities he enjoys doing while on
vacation

27 Which sentence best supports a theme of the story?

“Back at the cottage, Sabeel ran to his room to admire the shell”
(paragraph 7)

“This time, Sabeel tucked the shell under his pillow, where no one could
see it.” (paragraph 11)

“I have to return a gift” (paragraph 25)

D  “With the next wave, he was gone.” (paragraph 26)

28 What claim does Sabeel make in paragraph 97
A that Vikram has stolen the shell

that Vikram does not like him

that he has lost the shell

O N w

that he wants to go to the arcade
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29 What do the details in paragraph 22 show about the hermit crab?

A It needs water.

B Itsenses danger.

C  Itlikes the name Sandy.
D

It wants to live at Sabeel’s house.

30 What does the word “washed” mean as it is used in paragraph 25?

A  cleaned with soap
B felt worn out
C  became equal to something

D carried by flowing water

31 How does knowing the shell is a hermit crab change Dadi’s thoughts on what Sabeel
should do?

First, Dadi tells Sabeel the shell is a gift from the sea. After, Dadi thinks

A Sabeel needs to return the crab to its home.

First, Dadi thinks the shell is very beautiful. After, Dadi thinks Sabeel
B should buy a new shell at the boardwalk.

First, Dadi wants Sabeel to share his shell with his siblings. After, Dadi
C thinks Sabeel should treasure his gift on his own.
b First, Dadi likes the pink inside of the shell. After, Dadi thinks Sabeel

should find a shell the same color as the crab.



Directions
Read this passage. Then answer questions 32 through 34.

Kids on the High Seas

by Dave and Jaja Martin

1 Chris, Holly, and Teiga live on a sailboat. With their mom and dad,
they sail all over the world. You can’t have a much better view of the ocean
than that. It’s kind of like having the ocean for your backyard.

2 One summer they sail from the United States all the way across the
ocean to a country called Iceland. The voyage lasts 23 days.

3 That’s a long time to spend on a small boat at sea, but everything the
children need is on board. They have food, water, clothes, and toys. They
don’t have a television, but they have fun coloring, playing with Legos,
reading books, and listening to music.
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34 This question is worth 2 credits.

What is a central idea of the passage “Kids on the High Seas”? Include your claim
and use two details from the passage to support your response.
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2026 Grade 3 ELA Test Text Complexity Metrics for Released Questions

During the test development process, NYS educators approve all passages for use on the Grades
3-8 English Language Arts Tests. Selecting high-quality, grade-appropriate texts requires both
objective text complexity metrics and educator judgment. For English Language Arts Tests, both
guantitative and qualitative measures are used to determine the complexity of the texts.

Quantitative measures of text complexity are used to measure aspects of text complexity that
are difficult for a human reader to evaluate when examining a text. These aspects include word
frequency, word length, sentence length, and text cohesion. These aspects are efficiently
measured by computer programs. While quantitative text complexity metrics are a helpful start,
they are not definitive.

Qualitative measures are a crucial complement to quantitative measures. To qualitatively
determine the complexity of a text, NYS educators use a rubric composed of meaning, text
structure, language features, and knowledge demands.

New York State 2026 Quantitative Text Complexity Chart for Assessment and Curriculum

To determine if a text’s quantitative complexity is at the appropriate grade level, New York State
uses the table below. In cases where a text is excerpted from a large work, only the complexity of
the excerpt that students see on the test is measured, not the large work.

Degrees of

Grade Reading The Lexile Reading

Band ATOS Power Flesch-Kincaid Framework Maturity SourceRater
2nd—3rd 2.75-5.14 42 -54 1.98-5.34 420 -820 3.53-6.13 0.05-2.48
4th—5th 4.97-7.03 52-60 451-7.73 740-1010 5.42-7.92 0.84-5.75
6th—gth 7.00-9.98 57-67 6.51-10.34 925-1185 7.04-9.57 4.11-10.66
gth—1Qth 9.67-12.01 62-72 8.32-12.12 1050 -1335 8.41-10.81 9.02-13.93
11th—12th 11.20-14.10 67-74 10.34-14.20 1185-1385 9.57-12.00 12.30-14.50

Source: Student Achievement Partners

Text Complexity Metrics for 2026 Grade 3 Passages

Excerpt from Little Shaq: Star of the Week 503 580L 3.62 3.85 Appropriate
“Porcupette Explores the Night” 557 830L 4.5 5.24 Appropriate
Excerpt from Vote for Our Zoo 599 540L 2.8 3.26 Appropriate
Excerpt from “Sabeel's Shell” 645 570L 2.38 3.19 Appropriate
Excerpt from “Kids on the High Seas” 453 710L 4.64 5.38 Appropriate




THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

2026 English Language Arts Tests Map to the Standards

Grade 3
. . Secondary
Question Type Points Standard Strand Subscore Standard(s)

Session 1

1 Multiple Choice (o 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R9 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

2 Multiple Choice A 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R3 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

3 Multiple Choice A 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R4 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

4 Multiple Choice B 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R2 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

5 Multiple Choice D 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R6 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

6 Multiple Choice A 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R2 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

13 Multiple Choice D 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R3 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

14 Multiple Choice D 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R7 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

15 Multiple Choice B 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R4 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

16 Multiple Choice C 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R6 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

17 Multiple Choice C 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R2 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

18 Multiple Choice B 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R5 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

19 Multiple Choice A 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R9 Reading Standards for Informational Text Reading

20 Multiple Choice C 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R2 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

21 Multiple Choice B 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R8 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

22 Multiple Choice C 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R4 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

23 Multiple Choice B 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R6 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

24 Multiple Choice A 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R3 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

25 Constructed Response 2 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R9 Reading Standards for Literature Writing to Sources
Session 2

26 Multiple Choice 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R5 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

27 Multiple Choice 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R2 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

28 Multiple Choice 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R8 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

29 Multiple Choice 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R3 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

30 Multiple Choice 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3L4 Language Standards Reading

31 Multiple Choice 1 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R6 Reading Standards for Literature Reading

32 Constructed Response 2 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R3 Reading Standards for Informational Text Writing to Sources

33 Constructed Response 2 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R8 Reading Standards for Informational Text Writing to Sources

34 Constructed Response 2 NGLS.ELA.Content.NY-3R2 Reading Standards for Informational Text Writing to Sources

*This item map is intended to identify the primary analytic skills necessary to successfully answer each question on the 2026 operational ELA test. However, each constructed-response question

measures proficiencies described in multiple standards, including writing and additional reading and language standards. For example, the two-point constructed-response questions require
students to first conduct the analyses described in the mapped standard and then produce written responses that are rated based on writing standards. To gain greater insight into the
measurement focus for constructed-response questions, please refer to the rubrics shown in the Educator Guides.
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