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Note to Scorers
You may notice that some questions in these scoring materials appear with a bracketed 
credit value showing the respective number of credits. This is due to a style change 
that was recently field tested; therefore, not all items will have the bracketed credit 
value. An example of what the bracketed credit value looks like is provided below for 
your reference.

	 Example: Stem of the question. [2]

Copyright Information

 

Excerpt from Vote for Our Zoo by Lori Mortensen. Copyright © 2009 by Picture Window Books. Used with permission 
of Picture Window Books via Copyright Clearance Center.

Excerpt from “Kids on the High Seas” by Dave and Jaja Martin, Click, March 1, 2009. Copyright © 2009 by Cricket 
Media. Used with permission of Cricket Media, Inc. via Copyright Clearance Center. Photo of sailboat, courtesy of 
Shutterstock/Podvysotskiy Roman/28245094.
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
25

Possible Exemplary Response:
Jamie’s actions in “Excerpt from Vote for Our Zoo” support the idea that it is important to stand up for what you 
believe, because when she finds out the zoo might close forever, she does everything she can think of to raise support 
for the zoo that she loves. Jamie and her friends start campaigning. The story says “Jamie’s class tied green ribbons 
to the playground fence. The ribbons spelled out ‘Save Our Zoo!’” It also says, “By the end of the week, Jamie and 
her class had dozens of posters and fliers.” This shows some of the ideas that they came up with, and the actions they 
took to try and get the adults to vote in favor of the zoo’s funding. 

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
25

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jamie’s actions support the idea that 
it is important to stand up for what you believe.
•	 Jamie is finding ideas to help the zoo even if she’s not old enough to vote

The response provides evidence of analysis.
•	 Jamie believes that helping the zoo is the right thing to do because where else could the animals go 

to be fed, taken care of, and to stay strong

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “Then Jamie had an idea. ‘Maybe we don’t need to vote,’ she said.”
•	 “ ‘I hope so,’ said Jamie. ‘We have to save the zoo.’ ”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                        Additional
25

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jamie’s actions support the idea that 
it is important to stand up for what you believe.
•	 shows how Jamie is standing up for the zoo

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “The poster says the zoo needs four million dollars. We’d have to sell a lot of cookies to make that 

much money.”
•	 “This time we’ll spell out save our zoo with ribbons.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
25

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how Jamie’s actions support the idea that 
it is important to stand up for what you believe.
•	 she sows that even if yore little you can still make a diffrents

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 by hanging up posters
•	 she hangd ribins up to get people to vote yes

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
25

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 by tieing ribbons to the school fence
•	 Jamie got lots of friends to help
•	 made posters and fliers

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how Jamie’s actions support the 
idea that it is important to stand up for what you believe.

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                         Additional
25

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 The poster says the zoo needs four million dollars so she try to save the zoo
•	 they even try to make ribbons and posters

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how Jamie’s actions support the 
idea that it is important to stand up for what you believe.

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
25

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 Instead of voting we’ll do a campaign Jamie said. We’ll get everyone in

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how Jamie’s actions support the 
idea that it is important to stand up for what you believe.

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
25

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 “We can’t let that happen.”P.5 “The zoo lost but the animals won.” P.33
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GUIDE PAPER 8                        Additional
25

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 Jamie hates the zoo but sam does then jamie saw a poster said this field trip to the zoo might be our last 

they where shok about it so they said save our zoo  vote yes on November 4.so then they did it
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
32

Possible Exemplary Response:
Paragraphs 2 and 8 from “Kids on the High Seas,” connect because they show us both ends of the journey. 
Paragraph 2 says, “One summer they sail from the United States all the way across the ocean to a country called 
Iceland.” This is where the family started their trip. And in paragraph 8 it says, “As soon as the boat is tied up in the 
harbor, the family ventures into the heart of Reykjavik, Iceland’s capital city.” This shows the end of the trip as the 
family arrives in Iceland, 23 days after their trip began in the U.S.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
32

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 2 and 8 are 
connected in “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 they talk about iceland
•	 how long it took to get there

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “they sail from the United States all the way across the ocean to a country called Iceland.”
•	 “ the children spy the barren hills of Iceland.”
•	 “The voyage lasts 23 days.”
•	 “On the twenty-third day at sea, the children spy the barren hills of Iceland.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                        Additional
32

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 2 and 8 are 
connected in “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 paragraph 2 is like the start of the adventure  and paragraph 8 is like  the end of the adventure

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 ““One summer they sail from the United states  all the way across the the ocean to a country called 

Iceland”
•	 ““On the twenty  third day at sea the children spy the barren hills of Iceland as the boat sail nearer 

to land  they begin to see lighthouses and buoys then buses ,car

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
32

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 2 and 8 are 
connected in “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 there both taliking about ice land

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 the united states all the way a acros the ocean  leads them to ice land
•	 ice lands voyage last 23   days

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
32

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 paragraph 2 talks about going to iceland
•	 them going to the heart Reykjaik iceland capital city

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 2 and 
8 are connected in “Kids on the High Seas.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                        Additional
32

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “One summer they sail from the United states all the way to a country called Iceland. The voyage 

lasts 23 days.”
•	 “On the twenty-third day at sea, the children spy the brren hills of Iceland. As the boat sails nearer 

to land, they begin to see lighthouses and buoys, then buses,cars,and people walking!”

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 2 and 
8 are connected in “Kids on the High Seas.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
32

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 on the twenty third day at sea, the children spy the barren hills of Iceland

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the ideas in paragraphs 2 and 
8 are connected in “Kids on the High Seas.”

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
32

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 they have one summer every year because its a geuration  23 days in iceland and chris holly and teiga 

live on a sailboat with their mom and dad they
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GUIDE PAPER 8                        Additional
32

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 Paragraphs 8 and 2 where connected beacause in paragraph 8 the kids where on the boat they where a 

little bored in there cottage.In paragraph 2 they where so happy when they got to the iceland.This shows 
why paragraph 2 and 8 are connected
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
33

Possible Exemplary Response:
In paragraph 3 of “Kids on the High Seas,” the authors claim that there are many different things to do on the boat 
to pass time, because they have nearly everything you could want. It says, “They don’t have a television, but they 
do have fun coloring, playing with Legos, reading books and listening to music.” Additionally, “When the sea is 
smooth, they are allowed to go on deck and play.” While they play on deck they can watch birds, dolphins, and 
whales, which sounds like a fun way to pass time.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
33

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what claim the authors make in paragraph 
3 of “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 just because you are on a small boat with no television doesn’t mean you can’t have fun

The response provides evidence of analysis.
•	 you don’t have to have fun by watching t.v. you can have fun in other ways like playing with toys
•	 they have rough sea’s so when they do have them when it’s over they are allowed to play again

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “They don’t have a television, but they have fun coloring, playing with Legos, reading books, and 

listening to music.”
•	 “When the sea smooths again, they are allowed to go on deck and play.”
•	 with their legos and coloring books

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 2                        Additional
33

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what claim the authors make in 
paragraph 3 of “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 when they sail it’s fun

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 they have fun coloring, playing with Legos, reading books, and listening to music
•	 they are allowed to go on deck and PLAY

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
33

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what claim the authors make in 
paragraph 3 of “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 they have stuff to suvive 

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 They have food water
•	 They have cloths

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
33

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what claim the authors make in paragraph 
3 of “Kids on the High Seas.”
•	 23 days on a small boat is long 

The response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 that’s a long time on a small boat 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                        Additional
33

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “they have food,water,clothes and toys
•	 “they have fun coloring,playing with legos,reading 

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what claim the authors make in 
paragraph 3 of “Kids on the High Seas.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
33

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support.
•	 they have toys and books 

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what claim the authors make in 
paragraph 3 of “Kids on the High Seas.”

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
33

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 The authors made so children can seyou dont need games tv ipads phones. So he want kids to not be 

staring at the screen like zombies 
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GUIDE PAPER 8                        Additional
33

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 my first detail is at first glance the middle of the ocean seems empty. all you are water amd sky. but if 

you look hard youll notice a lot. my second detail is the best part of a storm is when its over. during bad 
weather, dad keeps watch outside up on deck and the children have to stay inside the cadin



Page 45

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
34

Possible Exemplary Response:
A central idea of the passage “Kids on the High Seas” is about everything that the family does while living on a 
boat and sailing across the ocean. They may not have everything, but they still have fun things to do. The passage 
says, “They don’t have a television, but they have fun coloring, playing with Legos, reading books, and listening to 
music.” It also says, “During mealtimes in a storm, Chris, Holly, and Teiga wedge themselves onto a bunk.” Which 
shows what they must do during storms at sea just to eat.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
34

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides valid inferences from the text to explain a central idea of the passage “Kids on the 
High Seas.”
•	 to tell you about the life of this famliy of 5
•	 how its like to live on a boat and sail the sea

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “ Chris, Holly, and Teiga live on a sailboat.with their mom and dad,”
•	 “its kind of like having the ocean for your backyard.” 

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.



Page 47

GUIDE PAPER 2                        Additional
34

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of the passage “Kids on the 
High Seas.”
•	 all about how the kids do stuff when it is stormy

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 “Mom hands them bowls of food and they eat slowly.”
•	 “The best part of a storm is when it’s over. During bad weather, Dad keeps watch outside up on deck 

and the chhildren have to stay inside the cabin.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
34

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of the passage “Kids on the 
High Seas.”
•	 you can have fun in a long trip in the ocean

The response provides a sufficient number of relevant details from the text for support as required by the 
prompt.
•	 they can play with legos
•	 they can see dolphins and whales

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
34

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of the passage “Kids on the 
High Seas.”
•	 being on a boat can be fun and you can get yoost to it

The response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 chris holly and teiga cant wait to set sail again

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                        Additional
34

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of the passage “Kids on the 
High Seas.”
•	 be careful on a boat when it storms

The response does not provide two relevant details from the text for support.

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.



Page 51

GUIDE PAPER 6
34

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 one summer they  sail from  the united states all the way across the ocean to a country called iceland

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain a central idea of the passage “Kids 
on the High Seas.”

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
34

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 The central passage is to intrest the readers to want to go sailing one day. sailing is cool
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GUIDE PAPER 8                        Additional
34

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 the sentral idea is kids or high saes
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