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Note to Scorers
You may notice that some questions in these scoring materials appear with a bracketed 
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that was recently field tested; therefore, not all items will have the bracketed credit 
value. An example of what the bracketed credit value looks like is provided below for 
your reference.

	 Example: Stem of the question. [2]
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
28

Possible Exemplary Response:
The timeline at the end of “Man on a Mission” helps show how John Muir worked hard to protect nature throughout 
his life. One important event in the timeline is when “the US Congress established Yosemite National Park” in 1890. 
This shows how Muir’s efforts helped save a beautiful place. Another key moment is in 1892 when “Muir and others 
set up the Sierra Club,” which helped protect even more wilderness. These quotes help support the central idea of 
the article—that John Muir never gave up and made a big difference in saving nature.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
28

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the timeline at the end of “Man 
on a Mission” helps to develop a central idea.
•	 by showing his influence and actions done for nature throughout his life

The response provides evidence of analysis.
•	 Muir showed that he loved nature by studying it and taking the time to understand nature, walking 

over a total of 1000 miles all over the world, proving he loved nature through his actions

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “Muir help found the Sierra Club.”
•	 became president
•	 Muir influenced people to join the protection of nature
•	 “Muir starts a 1000 mile walk to Florida and Cuba to study nature.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
28

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the timeline at the end of “Man 
on a Mission” helps to develop a central idea.
•	 by showing a timeline of events that happend to John Muir and when

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 Muir and others set up the Sierra Club, an organization of citizens who wanted to protect the entire 

Sierra Nevada region. Muir was its first president. . . .”
•	 “ Muir worked with politicians to make Yosemite and other places be protected by the federal 

government rather than a state government. On October 1, 1890, Muir and his supporters won a 
big battle. The US Congress established Yosemite National Park. It was the second national park in 
the United States—Yellowstone had been carved out of the Wyoming Territory in 1872.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
28

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the timeline at the end of “Man 
on a Mission” helps to develop a central idea.
•	 It shows what happened in his life

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 in 1892 “Muir helped found the sierra club”
•	 in 1903 “Muir takes president Theodore Roosevelt on a 3 day camping trip”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
28

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the timeline at the end of “Man 
on a Mission” helps to develop a central idea.
•	 by giving a brief summary of it, while giving a bit of extra information

The response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 in 1903, John took the current presedent of that time on a camping trip

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
28

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the timeline at the end of “Man 
on a Mission” helps to develop a central idea.
•	 It shows the steps he takes to becume a wildlife preserver

The response does not provide two relevant details from the text for support.

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
28

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response is a mostly literal recounting of events and details from the passage.
•	 He tried to save natinol parks  That makes him on a mission His other mission was to  travel the 

world

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
28

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 He fought for 12 years to help save Hetch Hetchy Valley.  In 1913 congress allowed the site to be 

dammed to create a resvoir
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
28

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 the timeline at the end of the story by “man on a misssion”is thst he “exploring nature writing about 

is and fighting to save wilderness areas” and also another thing about the story “nature made him 
an influential voice



Page 26

    



Page 27

EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
36

Possible Exemplary Response:
In “Excerpt from Pig Tales,” the information in paragraph 2 connects with paragraph 8 by showing how Sharon 
knew at first sight that Peaches was the pig for her and then later showing that Sharon made the right choice when 
Sharon describes her life with Peaches. Paragraph 2 states, “And when she looked at Peaches, the only girl in the 
bunch, she knew she was the one.” This shows how Sharon already bonded Peaches after having only met her.  
Paragraph 8 states, “Sharon said that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into 
words.” This demonstrates how Sharon indeed made the right choice and loves Peaches very much.   

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
36

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 2 
connects with the information in paragraph 8 of “Excerpt from Pig Tales.”
•	 in paragraph 2, she knew that Peaches was the right one and paragraph proves that she was right

The response provides evidence of analysis.
•	 Sharon had a feeling that peaches would be the best one and decided to get peaches
•	 peaches was the right one and Sharn made the right descision by talking about their relationship 

and how she brings a lot of joy

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “when she looked at peaches, the only girl in the bunch, she knew she was the one”
•	 “peaches has brought so much joy to her life”
•	 “their relationship is a perfect partnership”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
36

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 2 
connects with the information in paragraph 8 of “Excerpt from Pig Tales.”
•	 since paragraph 2 shows the begining of sharon and peaches relationship and then paragraph 8 

shows how that relationship grew

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “they were all so cute. And when she looked at Peaches, the only girl in the bunch, she knew she 

was the one.”
•	 “here is never a dull moment with Peaches around and their relationship is a perfect partnership”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
36

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 2 
connects with the information in paragraph 8 of “Excerpt from Pig Tales.”
•	 Both of the paragraphs mention how much she loves Peaches

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “When she looked at Peaches, she knew she was the one.”
•	 “Peaches has brought so much joy into her life that she can’t even put it into words.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 4
36

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in paragraph 2 
connects with the information in paragraph 8 of “Excerpt from Pig Tales.”
•	 by explaing how since she laid eyes on Peaches she thought she was special

The response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support.
•	 Sharon knew she wouldnt leave without a pig and being that Peaches was the only girl it really 

caught her eyes

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
36

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 When she arrived at the house that had three pigs for sale, Sharon knew she wasn’t going to leave 

without one . . . they were all so cute
•	 when she looked at Peaches, the only girl in the bunch, she knew she was the one

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in 
paragraph 2 connects with the information in paragraph 8 of “Excerpt from Pig Tales.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
36

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one relevant detail from the text for support.
•	 describes how Sharon got Peaches and how she picked her

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the information in 
paragraph 2 connects with the information in paragraph 8 of “Excerpt from Pig Tales.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
36

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 the information in paragraph 2 connect with the information in paragraph 8 is becasue she seems 

left out of everyting and it seems like she dosnt have much friends becasue in the text it say for 
chapter 2 says  and I know that becasue in chapter 2 to tell she was happy is what i saw was
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
36

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 They go to geather because they both talk about they both talk  About a pig and she was happy in 

both of them 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
37

Possible Exemplary Response:
Some people think that pigs make great pets, and the author of “Except from Pig Tales” develops this idea by 
showing how Peaches is both smart and loving. In paragraph 2, Peaches “was completely house-trained within a 
few days and soon figured out that the fridge door was the best one to learn how to open!” This shows that pigs 
can be clever and easy to train. In paragraph 6, when Sharon came home after leaving in an emergency, she found 
Peaches “sobbing!” and then Peaches “jumped up and smothered her in piggy-love.” This shows that pigs can be 
very affectionate and form strong bonds with their owners.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1
37

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author of “Excerpt from Pig 
Tales” develops the idea that some people think pigs make great pets.
•	 by showing us the loveing and funny thinkg a pig could do

The response provides evidence of analysis.
•	 this is showing how peaches is happy and a joy to be around
•	 showing that peaches is so loveing and alway brings up you mood just like anyother pet would

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “As long as Peaches is rested and well fed she’s as happy as anything...plays dead; she rolls her 

eyes up in her head and becomes totally still . . . until someone laughs, then she jumps straight back 
up and starts the whole routine all over again.”

•	 “Sharon says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into words. 
There is never a dull moment with Peaches around”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
37

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author of “Excerpt from Pig 
Tales” develops the idea that some people think pigs make great pets.
•	 because they are so loveable and very well trained

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “As long Peaches is rested and well fed she’s happy as anyhting. She loves the pillows on Sharon’s 

couch if one of them happens to be beone the floor she runs up and grabs it with her snout tosses it 
up in the air. Then, when it lands on the floor she falls over on it and plays dead; she rolls her eyes 
in the back of her head and becomes tottaly silly . . . until someone laughs the she jumps back up 
and starts the whole routine all over agin. She’ll keep doing it for ages and ages and then, as soon 
she had enough, she lies down and has a nap”

•	 “ Peaches was amazing: she picked up on things so quickly. She was completely house-trained 
within a few days and soon figured out that the fridge door was he best one to learn how to open! 
She could get at it wiht her snout and it soon became clear that anything openable was going to 
haveto be fitted with child-proof locks for as long as Peaches was around!”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
37

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author of “Excerpt from Pig 
Tales” develops the idea that some people think pigs make great pets.
•	 by using positive information about Peaches

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “As long as Peaches is rested and well fed she’s as happy as anything”
•	 “Peaches was amazing: she picked up on things so quickly.”

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
37

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain how the author of “Excerpt from Pig 
Tales” develops the idea that some people think pigs make great pets.
•	 by describing how it is like to have a pig

The response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 “peaches andd sharon have a wondful time together.as long as peaches is rested and well and fed 

she’s happy as anything”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
37

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “There is never a dull moment with peaches around”
•	 “She was completely house-trained with in a few days”

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the author of “Excerpt 
from Pig Tales” develops the idea that some people think pigs make great pets.

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
37

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 sharon says that peaches has brougth so much joy

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain how the author of “Excerpt 
from Pig Tales” develops the idea that some people think pigs make great pets.

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
37

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 I think that the athour developes the idea because this story is about a girl who gets a pet pug and 

cares for it.And also I think that the author is trying to show that pigs can be pets from the artical
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
37

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 They menchound how she was not going to leave with out a big. another detail is how she fell in 

love at first ight
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
38

Possible Exemplary Response:
The phrase “incredible stunt” in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” suggests that the pig is bold, energetic, 
and full of personality. The poem says he “fairly flew out of the window, / With a run and a jump and a grunt,” 
which shows that the pig didn’t just escape—he did it with dramatic flair. Then, “He came down in the mud / With a 
squishy, soft thud,” which adds humor and shows that his actions were surprising and a little wild. These details help 
the reader see the pig as more than just a farm animal—he’s adventurous and determined to live life his own way.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 2-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
38

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “incredible stunt” 
suggests about the pig in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor.”
•	 the pig would do anything for some sense of belonging, friendship, and freedom

The response provides evidence of analysis.
•	 We can see that with some context, the pig wanted to have freedom. Therefore, the pig’s unbelievable 

determination definitely helped him achieve this freedom, hence stating that the pig is desperate for 
the new amount of respect that he expects for someone to give to him

•	 to demonstrate how all of this allowed the pig to have his desired freedom
•	 it is clear that the owner finds out that the pig wants belonging and friendship more than anything 

else in the world. This allows the owner to give the pig some more freedom in the parlor
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “He [the pig] fairly flew out of the window . . . It was quite an incredible stunt.”
•	 “detested a straw bed”
•	 “so lonesome,”
•	 convincing the owner to “keep [the] pig in the parlor.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability. 
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GUIDE PAPER 2                       Additional
38

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “incredible stunt” 
suggests about the pig in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor.”
•	 This suggests that the pig is very lively and full of energy

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “He fairly flew out of the window, With a run and a jump and a grunt.”
•	 “He squeezed himself out of that shack.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 3
38

Score Credit 2 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “incredible stunt” 
suggests about the pig in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor.”
•	 the frase ment that the pig thought the trick he did was inpresive

The response provides a sufficient number of concrete details from the text for support as required by 
the prompt.
•	 “he came down in the mud with squishy soft thud it was an incredible stunt”
•	 “ “he fairly flew out the window with a run and a jump and a grunt ”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 4
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “incredible stunt” 
suggests about the pig in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor.”
•	 the pig was so exited to be free

The response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 “ I want to be free,” he squealed

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 5                       Additional
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response provides a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “incredible stunt” 
suggests about the pig in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor.”
•	 it was a good  and a shocking trick he did

The response does not provide two relevant details from the text for support.

This response includes a complete sentence where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 6
38

Score Credit 1 (out of 2 credits)
This response only provides one concrete detail from the text for support.
•	 “He fairly flew out of the window, With a run and a jump and a grunt. He came down in the mud 

With a squishy, soft thud, It was quite an incredible stunt.”

The response does not provide a valid inference from the text to explain what the phrase “incredible 
stunt” suggests about the pig in line 14 of “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor.”

This response includes complete sentences where errors do not impact readability.
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GUIDE PAPER 7
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 “incredible stunt”. It means to do stunt and you can do it if you want to its a good  talent you can 

have fun but it could be dangrous you ca do it with a bike  fire scooters etc.
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GUIDE PAPER 8                       Additional
38

Score Credit 0 (out of 2 credits)
This response does not address any of the requirements of the prompt.
•	 they ceep him there so he can sleep thar and play and he does not eat all the food in house and he 

can not escape 
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EXEMPLARY RESPONSE
39
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Possible Exemplary Response:
In both “Excerpt from Pig Tales” by Kate Tym and “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” by Suzanne Bloom, the pigs have 
strong relationships with their owners. These relationships are filled with love, humor, and challenges. While both 
pigs are treated like part of the family, the way each owner responds to the pig’s behavior is a little different. These 
relationships help move the plot forward by showing how the pigs change the lives of the people around them.

In “Excerpt from Pig Tales,” Sharon treats Peaches like her child. She says Peaches is “very much like a child” and 
even hires babysitters for her. Peaches follows Sharon around the house, watches TV with her, and sleeps in her bed. 
Their close bond is shown when Sharon returns home and finds Peaches “sobbing!” because she missed her. This 
emotional connection helps move the story forward by showing how Peaches becomes a central part of Sharon’s 
life and brings her much joy.

In “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor,” the pig also has a strong bond with the narrator, but it starts with trouble. The pig 
escapes from the barn in what the narrator calls an “incredible stunt,” and causes chaos in the garden. At first, the 
narrator is frustrated and says, “Enough is enough is enough!” But when the pig says, “I’m so lonesome,” and rests 
his head on the narrator’s knee, the mood changes. The narrator hugs him and says, “Piggy, cheer up. Follow me.” 
This moment shows how the plot takes a turn as their relationship grows from frustration to understanding, and it 
leads to the pig becoming part of the family, sleeping on the settee and watching TV.

Both relationships are similar because the pigs are treated like family members and are loved deeply. However, they 
are different in how they begin. Sharon’s relationship with Peaches is loving from the start, while the narrator in the 
poem learns to love the pig after dealing with his mischief. In both cases, the bond between pig and owner helps 
move the plot forward—from adoption to acceptance, and from chaos to companionship.

Possible Details to Include:
•	 Other relevant text-based details

Score Credits:
Apply 4-credit holistic rubric.
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GUIDE PAPER 1a
39
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GUIDE PAPER 1b
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GUIDE PAPER 1c
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GUIDE PAPER 1d
Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose.
•	 Having companionships are always the best way to advance. “Excerpt from Pig Tales” by Kate 

Tymis is about a pig named Peaches living and sharing a bond with Sharon Black. “We Keep a 
Pig in the parlor” by Suzanne Bloom is about a pig being disgruntled because the pig is trapped 
inside but wants a friend, so the pig does bad things to escape but ends up becoming friends with 
the owner. The pigs and owners in “Excerpt from Pig Tales” and “We keep a Pig in a Parlor” share 
similaries and differences relationships that help advance the plot

The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts.
•	 the owner and pig have a good relationship that they can both share
•	 the love between pig and human
•	 they have had so much fun together that they cant even put it to words
•	 friendships make one’s life better
•	 this pig is well trained and behaved unlike the pig in “We keep a Pig in a Parlor” who even tries 

to escape
•	 that this pig owner does not treat their pig right, and keeps them in a bad area unlike the pig in 

“Excerpt from Pig Tales” who sleeps on the owners bed a huge difference
•	 always treat friends like one’s life depends on it
•	 This proves that because of the pig and the human being able to become friends, changed the plot, 

if they hadn’t become friends the problem wouldn’t be solved
•	 without the love of Sharon given to her pig, the whole plot would be different. They wouldn’t even 

be an excerpt

The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts, and sustains the use 
of varied, relevant evidence.
•	 “We watch TV./ Have popcorn and tea / As cozy as we can be”
•	 “Peache has brought so much joy to her life that she cant even put it into words”
•	 “she was completely house trained within a few days and soon figured out that the fridge door was 

the best one to learn how to open”
•	 “Some people keep pigs in a pig pen, /  or out in a field roaming free / We keep a pig in a parlor. / 

He sleeps on the settee”
•	 when the conflict was resolved “we watch TV. / Have popcorn and tea/ as cozy as we can be!”
•	 “Sharon says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she cant even put into words”

The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to 
create a unified whole and enhance meaning.
•	 One example in “We keep a pig in a parlor”
•	 This proves that
•	 Another text evidence according to “Excerpt from Pig Tales”
•	 This clearly shows
•	 just like the pig and human from “We keep a pig in a Parlor”
•	 Overall
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GUIDE PAPER 1e

•	 According to “Excerpt from Pig Tales” it states
•	 This statement proves that […] unlike
•	 This piece of evidence proved that 
•	 One piece of evidence according to “We keep a Pig in a Parlor”
•	 Another piece of evidence

The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary.

The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented.
•	 Overall, friendship is powerful

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
•	 similaries
•	 cant
•	 owners bed
•	 Capitalization



Page 65

GUIDE PAPER 2a                       Additional
39
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GUIDE PAPER 2b                       Additional

     

Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose.
•	 The relationships between the pigs and the owners in “Excerpt from Pig Tales” and “We Keep a Pig 

in the Parlor” are both very healthy and wholesome. Both owners are dear friends with their pigs
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GUIDE PAPER 2c                       Additional

The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts.
•	 Both owners are dear friends with their pigs
•	 Peaches, the pig ,missed her owner dearly and was happy to see her return
•	 in order to comfort their pig, the owner hugs them
•	 Sharon is actively amused by Peaches’s antics and does not punish her . But in “We Keep a Pig in 

the Parlor”, the owner gets constantly fed up by their pig’s antics and has they moved
•	 The special relationships the owners have with their pigs help advance the plot in both the story 

and the poem by comparing the relationships at the start to the end […] the lovable relationship 
between Sharon and Peaches advances the plot through strengthening their relationship […] she 
chose Peaches as her pig because she was adorable and female

•	 their relationship advances the plot by being strengthened as well . At the start , they keep him in a 
pen and are constantly mad at the pig. But in the end, he now enjoys the life in the owner’s house , 
their “parlor”

The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts, and sustains the use 
of varied, relevant evidence.
•	 “Peaches was so glad to see Sharon back that she jumped up and smothered her in piggy love”
•	 “And he rested his head on my knee. As I hugged him I had an idea.”
•	 “You know pig, you’re driving me crazy. Why are you doing this stuff? The garden and barn are a 

terrible mess. Enough is enough is enough”
•	 “. . .their relationship is a perfect partnership as Peaches only gives back the love she gets given by 

having a very special place in a very special household”
•	 “So, we keep our pig in the parlor; he sleeps on the settee. [...] As cozy as we can be”

The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to 
create a unified whole and enhance meaning.
•	 In “Excerpt from Pig Tales
•	 But at the same time
•	 both the story and the poem
•	 by comparing
•	 Before […] But at the end
•	 As for “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor”
•	 At the start […] But in the end
•	 In conclusion
•	 at the same time

The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated 
language and domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice.
•	 amused by Peaches’s antics
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GUIDE PAPER 2d                       Additional

The response provides a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic 
and information presented.
•	 In conclusion, the relationships between the pigs and owners are very special, yet similar at the 

same time

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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GUIDE PAPER 3a
39
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GUIDE PAPER 3b
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GUIDE PAPER 3c
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GUIDE PAPER 3d
Score Credit 4 (out of 4 credits)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that is compelling and follows logically from the 
task and purpose.
•	 In “Excerpt from Pig Tales and “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor, both stories develop and describe the 

great love between owner and pet, in this case owner and pig. Both passages though, describe this 
love deffertly, but both focus on the topic.  In this essay, I will explain similarities and differences 
and explain how relationships in both passages help to advance the plot of the story /poem

The response demonstrates insightful analysis of the texts.
•	 in each reading a great love is depicted between an owner and their pig
•	 Peaches and Sharon have a very special and loving relationship with each other describing the 

owner-pet relationship
•	 This detail uses the words “As cozy as can be,” to describe the relationship with the owner and the 

pet “we” shows that both the owner and the pet are cozy together, showing they have a special bond
•	 Peaches is willingly adopted and happiness was all the way through, while in “We Keep a Pig in the 

Parlor, the pig first runs away and meets up with the owner and happiness starts there
•	 the pig starts off negative and once owner and pet meet, there is a flood of happiness
•	 happiness runs all the way throughout the entire story
•	 both stories develop an owner- pet relationship as soon as they meet and from there it runs through 

the end of the passages
•	 as soon as Sharon and Peaches’ eyes met, they knew they were meant for each other
•	 as soon as owner and pet met there was instant happiness

The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts, and sustains the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of variety.
•	 “There  never a dull moment with Peaches around and their relationship is a perfect partnership 

as Peaches only gives back the love she gets giving by having a very special place in a very special 
home.”

•	 “so, we keep our pig in the parlor; he sleeps on the settee.  We watch TV,  Have popcorn and tea As 
cozy as can be.”

•	 “Besides” he, said, “I’m so lonesome,” he laid his head on my knee.  As I hugged him I had an idea. 
“Piggy, cheer up. Follow me.” 

•	 “Peaches and Sharon have a wonderful time together.  As long as Peaches is rested and well fed 
she’s as happy as anything.”

•	 “And when she looked at Peaches, the only girl in the bunch, she knew she was the one.”

The response exhibits clear organization, with the skillful use of appropriate and varied transitions to 
create a unified whole and enhance meaning.
•	 Both “Exerpt from Pig Tales and “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor
•	 By this I mean
•	 “Exerpt from Pig Tales states
•	 This detail describes
•	 Though both
•	 In “Exurpt from Pig Tales […] while in “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor
•	 This detail shows
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•	 both stories develop
•	 This shows
•	 the text states
•	 This detail too develops
•	 In conclusion 
•	 In the end though

The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using grade-appropriate, stylistically sophisticated 
language and domain-specific vocabulary with a notable sense of voice.
•	 owner-pet relationships
•	 depicted
•	 flood of happiness

The response provides a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic 
and information presented.
•	 In conclusion, both, “We have a pig in the Parlor” and Exerpt from: Pig Tales. Both tell the story 

of a story owner- pet relationship, but describe it differtly.  In the end though, there is great love 
between one, and one’s pig

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors. 
•	 deffertly
•	 Exerpt
•	 Capitalization
•	 Punctuation
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GUIDE PAPER 4b

      

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose.
•	 The pigs in Tym’s and Bloom’s stories describes the experience of taking in a pig in seeking for a 

friend, however the way that their relationships go is drastically different. Because of this difference, 
it causes a phenomenal relationship to develop in Tym’s excerpt, while it causes a problematic but 
also caring relationship in Bloom’s excerpt 

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts.
•	 Sharon is entirely satisfied and pleased with her pig (Peaches)
•	 Sharon describes her experience as this wonderful journey that makes both of them “happy as 

anything”
•	 words such as “a wonderful time together”, to describe their phenomenal and exceptional 

relationship
•	 Sharon gets so overwhelmed with happiness and joy
•	 The narrator describes this problematic relationship as it disturbs and causes great stress and 

severe issues that anger the narrator
•	 words such as “makes me disgruntled”, to demonstrate their severe problematic relationship
•	 The narrator takes this experience to reflect to bond to make a phenomenal relationship, rather than 

a problematic relationship
•	 the narrator reflects on this, which changes the plot to severely advance making character 

development but also a successful relationship at both the end of the story and poem
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The response develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen details from the texts, and sustains the use 
of varied, relevant evidence.
•	 “Peaches and Sharon have a wonderful time together...happy as anything.”
•	 “Sharon says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into words.”
•	 “You know, pig, you’re driving me crazy...It makes me disgruntled.”
•	 “‘Piggy, cheer up. Follow me’...He sleeps on the settee...cozy as we can be.”

The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified 
whole.
•	 however
•	 Because of this difference
•	 while it causes
•	 but also
•	 For instance, in Tym’s excerpt
•	 Another instance
•	 The narrator takes this experience
•	 to demonstrate
•	 Both excerpts
•	 in Bloom’s article
•	 but also

The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary.
•	 taking in a pig in seeking for a friend
•	 their phenomenal and exceptional relationship
•	 it disturbs and causes great stress and severe issues that anger
•	 severe problematic relationship
•	 takes this experience to reflect to bond to make a phenomenal relationship
•	 the narrator reflects on this, which changes the plot to severely advance making character 

development

The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information 
presented.
•	 Both excerpts go over how the narrator bonds with the pig, however they do this both in explicitly 

different ways. In Tym’s article, the narrator successfully bonds with the big, making a phenomenal 
relationship, while in Bloom’s article, the narrator fails to do so

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension.
•	 stories describes
•	 he had becam
•	 the big
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GUIDE PAPER 5a                       Additional
39

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose.
•	 The pigs in excerpts from “Pig Tales”, and “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” both have pigs that have 

relationships with there owners
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The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts.
•	 A similarate between the relationships or the pig’s relationships is that they are spoiled
•	 The pig doesn’t have to work for the food therefor making that pig spoiled just like the other pig
•	 A diffrence between the relationsphips of each pig is that the pig form “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” 

is lonely while the pig from “Pig Tales” is very socail
•	 The relatationship of the pig from “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” helps move the plot forward 

becaseu the pig is loney and becaseu of that he trys to escape and then he eventally joins his humans 
and moves into there household therfore moving the plot. The pig from “Pig Tales”  moves the plot 
forward by being cute and bringing joy to the owners heart

The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts, and sustains the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of variety.
•	 sits on a settee and eats popcorn and tea and watches TV
•	 the pigs owners let the pig eat snacks and drink pepsi
•	 pig “says”, “I’m so lonesome.”
•	 the pig plays games withe her owners therfore being socail

The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified 
whole.
•	 and
•	 both
•	 A similarate between
•	 from “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor”
•	 while
•	 I konw this because
•	 On the other hand
•	 in paragraph four the author talks about
•	 This is how

The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary.
•	 socail

The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented.
•	 This is how these relationships help advance the plot in each of the storys and the simlarteis and 

diffrences beteewn the pig’s diffrent relationships
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The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension.
•	 there owners
•	 similarate
•	 therfore
•	 becasue
•	 diffrence
•	 relationsphips
•	 socail
•	 konw
•	 withe her
•	 loney
•	 trys
•	 eventally
•	 the owners heart
•	 storys
•	 simlarteis and diffrences beteewn
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39

Score Credit 3 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose.
•	 “Excerpt from Pig Tales” and “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” have very similar relationships with 

there owners but also very different
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GUIDE PAPER 6b
The response demonstrates grade-appropriate analysis of the texts.
•	 One way, these pigs have similar relationships with there owners is  […] showing how they love to 

bond through comfort
•	 One way, these pigs have different relationships with there owners is […] because one pig wants to 

escape from there owner and the other can’t bare when there owner leaves
•	 These relationships the pigs have with there owners help you connect with the characters more and 

truly understand how different people and animals can be

The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts, and sustains the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of variety.
•	 “We watch TV, Have popcorn and tea As cozy as we can be”
•	 “curls up to watch TV with her and even sleeps in Sharon’s bed!”
•	 “I want to be free,”
•	 “One day when Sharon had to leave the house... Sharon returned home she found Peaches, in the 

middle of the floor . . . “sobbing!”

The response exhibits clear organization, with the use of appropriate transitions to create a unified 
whole.
•	 One way
•	 and
•	 This proves
•	 because
•	 In conclusion
•	 but
•	 without

The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary.

The response provides a concluding statement that is compelling and follows clearly from the topic 
and information presented.
•	 In conclusion, both of these stories have very similar relationships with there owners but also very 

different. Without these little bumps in the road these stories truly wouldn’t be the same

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension.
•	 there owners
•	 can’t bare
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GUIDE PAPER 7b

      

Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose.
•	 “Excerpt from Pig Tales” and “We Keep a Pig in the Parlor” both have relationships with their 

owners that are similar and different

The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts.
•	 the relationship between the two are similar, ghey both have a happy relationship with a pig
•	 origin backround of the pigs are different since one was in a barn and the other one was in another 

state
•	 These relationships help to advance the plot in both the story and the poem because both of the lot 

ended in a house
•	 how the story plot chaange during the reading 

The response develops the topic with relevant details from the texts, and sustains the use of relevant 
evidence, with some lack of variety.
•	 “So, we keep our pig in the parlor; He sleeps on the settee. We watch TV, Have popcorn and tea As 

cozy as we can be,”
•	 “Peaches and Sharon have a wonderful time together. As long as Peaches is rested and well fed 

she’s as happy as anything. She loves the pillows on Sharon’s couch and if one of them happens to 
be on the floor she runs up and grabs it with her snout and tosses it up in the air.”
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•	 “Some people keep pigs in a pigpen, Or out in a field roaming free. We Keep a Pig in the Parlor. He 

sleeps on the settee.1He used to live in the pig barn,  And sit looking out at the field, Till a plan took 
shape For a great escape, “I want to be free,” he squealed. He fairly flew out of the window, With 
a run and a jump and a grunt. He came down in the mud With a squishy, soft thud, It was quite an 
incredible stunt,

•	 “ When she arrived at the house that had three pigs for sale, Sharon knew she wasn’t going to leave 
without one . . . they were all so cute. And when she looked at Peaches, the only girl in the bunch, 
she knew she was the one.  Peaches was amazing: she picked up on things so quickly.”

•	 “on says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into words. 
There is never a dull moment with Peaches around and their relationship is a perfect partnership 
as Peaches only gives back the love she gets given by having a very special place in a very special 
household,”

•	 “ So, we keep our pig in the parlor He sleeps on the settee. We watch TV, Have popcorn and tea As 
cozy as we can be. ”

The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions.
•	 both
•	 because it states
•	 and
•	 This shows us how
•	 also
•	 For example

The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary.

The response does not provide a concluding statement.

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension.
•	 ghey
•	 backround
•	 chaange
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GUIDE PAPER 8a                       Additional
39

Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose.
•	 In both the story and the poem,they have multiple similarities and differences

The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts.
•	 thpig and its owner are in a arguement and the owner is mad at the pig because the pig is “driving 

him crazy”
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GUIDE PAPER 8b                       Additional

•	 The difference between the two is that the poem is about how the pig is drivig the owner crazy and 
then the story is about how the pig is an amazing thing that came into sharons life

•	 This similarity is based on how the owner of the pig i the poem is becoming very close with the pig 
and starts bonding and in the story sharon has a lot of love for peaches which makes them similar.
In both the poem and the story,they both help the poem and the storys plot advance because in the 
poem it starts off with the pig being alone and being treated differently and the pig had to sleep 
outside in the barn meanwhile in the story the pig peaches got to sleep with its owner all cozied up 
in their bed

•	 The pig had been very lonely outside in the barn all alone

The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence, some of 
which may be irrelevant.
•	 “ You know, pig, you’re driving me crazy. Why are you doing this stuff? The garden and barn are a 

terrible mess. Enough is enough is enough!”
•	 “Sharon says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into words.”
•	 “Piggy, cheer up. Follow me. So, we keep our pig in the parlor; He sleeps on the sette. We watch 

TV, Have popcorn and tea As cozy as we can b
•	 “Sharon says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into words.”
•	 The pig in the poem had squealed saying “I want to be free,”

The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions.
•	 In both the story and the poem
•	 In the poem it states
•	 This shows that
•	 In the text of the story it states
•	 The difference between
•	 also
•	 In the story it repeatedly states
•	 both

The response establishes and maintains a formal style using precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary.

The response provides a concluding statement that follows generally from the topic and information 
presented.
•	 The story and the poem both ended up in a happy friendship with the owners and their pigs
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GUIDE PAPER 8c                       Additional

The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 
comprehension.
•	 thpig
•	 a argument
•	 drivig
•	 sharons life
•	 sette
•	 i the poem
•	 storys
•	 Capitalization
•	 Punctuation
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GUIDE PAPER 9a
39

Score Credit 2 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose.
•	 In the story, Peaches and Sharon’s relationship is very close and fun, while in the poem, the 

relationship between the owner and the pig is not as close and nice as the story

The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the texts.
•	 Peaches and Sharon’s relationship is very close and fun […] the relationship between the owner and 

the pig is not as close and nice as the story
•	 The relationships in both the story and the poem help advance te plots because new things keep 

happening with Peaches and Sharon in the story, and in the poem it is telling us how the came to be 
owner and pet

•	 showing one of the fun things they do together
•	 it just keeps telling us how they met and the progress in their pet/owner relationship
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The response partially develops the topic of the essay with the use of some textual evidence, uses 
relevant evidence with inconsistency.
•	 “She loves the pillows on Sharon’s couch and if one of them happens to be on the floor she runs up 

and grabs it with her snout and tosses it up in the air,”

The response exhibits some attempt at organization, with inconsistent use of transitions.
•	 In the story
•	 while in the poem
•	 both
•	 because
•	 For example, it says
•	 showing

The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise for the texts and task.
•	 nice
•	 new things keep happening
•	 a bunch of different things
•	 it just keeps telling us

The response does not provide a concluding statement.

The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension.
•	 te plots
•	 how the came
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GUIDE PAPER 10a
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Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose.
•	 In both stories the pigs in the stories are very similar 

The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts.
•	 Both pigs in the stories live with their owners in the house. Both pigs were loney they both needed 

their owners with them. This helps show how good of an relationship the pigs have with their 
owners. Both owners never have a dull moment with their pigs. Both pigs are treated like children. 
Both pigs are loved by their owners. Both pigs have a special place in the household

The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional 
evidence, which is generally irrelevant.
•	 was also smart enough to escape his old pen

The response exhibits little attempt at organization.

The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise for the texts and task.

The response does not provide a concluding statement.
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GUIDE PAPER 10b
The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 
comprehension.
•	 loney
•	 an relationship
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GUIDE PAPER 11a                       Additional
39

Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose.
•	 The similarity’s are […] The diffrences

The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts.
•	 The similarity’s are that both books had pigs and a owner that loved the pigs
•	 this shows both owners liked their pets
•	 The diffrences in the book are the point of view the books are in the book We Keep a Pig in the 

Parlor is in the pigs point of veiw while in Pig Tales a narratior is telling the story

The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional 
evidence, which is generally irrelevant.
•	 “As I hugged him I had an idea. “Piggy, cheer up”
•	 “Sharon says that Peaches has brought so much joy to her life that she can’t even put it into words”

The response exhibits little attempt at organization.
•	 both 
•	 It said in the text
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•	 And
•	 So this shows

The response establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, with inconsistent use of language and 
domain-specific vocabulary.

The response does not provide a concluding statement.

The response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors that may hinder 
comprehension.
•	 similarity’s
•	 a owner
•	 diffrences
•	 veiw
•	 narratior



Page 94

GUIDE PAPER 12a
39

Score Credit 1 (out of 4 credits)
This response introduces a topic in a manner that does not logically follow from the task and purpose.
•	 In The Poem The Owner […] And In The Story Sharon

The response demonstrates little understanding of the texts.
•	 In The Poem The Owner At First Did Not Accept The Pig In His Parlor And In The Story Sharon 

Accepted The Pig Right Away
•	 In The Poem The Owner Looks Like He Did Not Bring The Pig Home And Did Not Gave The Pig 

Attention

The response demonstrates an attempt to use evidence, but only develops ideas with minimal, occasional 
evidence, which is generally irrelevant.
•	 Sharong Gave The Pig Baths Let Her Sleep In Her Bed And Played With Her

The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise for the texts and task.

The response exhibits no evidence of organization.

The response does not provide a concluding statement.
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The response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions, with frequent errors that hinder 
comprehension.
•	 Sharong
•	 Capitalization
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Score Credit 0 (out of 4 credits)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task.
•	 In “ Excerpt from pig Tales ” they keep there pig and there very own house. But in “ We keep a pig 

in a parlor ” they keep there pig in a parlor! Also in “ Expert from pig tales ” the pig loves to play 
woth toys and anything like that. But in “ We keep a pig in the parlor ” that pig really likes tv, tea, 
and realaxing
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GUIDE PAPER 14                       Additional
39

Score Credit 0 (out of 4 credits)
This response demonstrates a lack of comprehension of the texts or task.
•	 In “We keep a Pig in the Parlor” the pig is not happy. In “Pig tales” the pig is happy. “Pig tales” is 

a article about why pigs are good pets so they show the pig happy. In “We keep a Pig in the Parlor” 
the poem is showing what it is like to be a pig in captivity
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