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 1 [1] Allow 1 credit for A. 

 2 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

—  The offspring dogs have the same body shape as their parents. 

—  The faces of the offspring are similar in shape to their parents’ faces. 

—  Same number of eyes/ears as parents 

3 [1] Allow 1 credit for C. 

 4 [1] Allow 1 credit for B. 

 5 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

—  If there are four adults in the pack, only an average of four out of ten pups 
survive. If there are 17 adults in a pack, an average of nine out of ten pups 
survive, which is a much higher survival rate. 

—  When the number of adults in the pack decreases from 14 to four, the average 
fraction of pups that survived was cut in half. 

—  As the number of adult members of the pack increases, the fraction of pups that 
survive also increases. 

 6 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

⎯ A color change occurred in the iron filings which indicates a new substance was
formed.

⎯ The evidence that a new substance was formed was that the iron turned from
black to red.

 7 [1] Allow 1 credit for A. 

 8 [1] Allow 1 credit for Model B and evaporation. 

 9 [1] Allow 1 credit for C. 
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10 [1] Allow 1 credit for two correctly selected observations, as shown below: 

 More red particles 

 Fewer magnetic particles 

More black particles 

Less transparent particles 

More other minerals  

11 [1] Allow 1 credit for C. 

12 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

—  Many earthquakes and volcanoes occur in the same places/locations. 

—  They both mainly occur in similar locations along the Ring of Fire. 

—  Where there are more earthquakes, there tends to be more volcanoes. 

13 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

—  There is a greater chance of a destructive earthquake occurring in Oregon because 
it’s located near the Ring of Fire, where many destructive earthquakes have 
occurred. 

—  There are fewer destructive earthquakes in New York State because it’s not on the 
Ring of Fire. 

—  There are no dots shown on the map in New York State but there are dots shown 
on the map in Oregon, so there is a lower chance of a destructive earthquake in 
New York State. 

14 [1] Allow 1 credit for B. 

15 [1] Allow 1 credit for A. 
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21 [1] Allow 1 credit for placing all four organisms in the correct locations, as shown below:

22 [1] Allow 1 credit for D.

23 [1] Allow 1 credit for C.

24 [1] Allow 1 credit for frosted elfin butterfly and an acceptable argument with evidence.
Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

⎯ The frosted elfin butterfly has been observed in many areas in New York State
while the Karner blue butterfly is only found in one habitat.

⎯ The Karner blue butterfly is only found in one habitat of New York State but the
frosted elfin butterfly is found in many areas of New York State.

⎯ There are more areas where the frosted elfin butterfly lives, which makes it more
likely for this butterfly to survive.

25 [1] Allow 1 credit for A. 



Elementary-level Science Test—Rating Guide 
Spring 2025 

4

26 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

—  Closer stars appear brighter, and the Sun, though smaller than Alpha Centauri A, 
is only 1 AU from Earth while the other stars are thousands of AU away, making 
them appear dimmer. 

—  The Sun is close to Earth, while the other stars are far away from Earth. This 
makes the Sun look bigger and brighter, even though Beta Pavonis is 2.3 times 
larger. 

—  The Sun appears bigger and brighter because it is 1 AU away from Earth, 
which is less than 13,000 and 8,600,000 AU for the other stars. 

27 [1] Allow 1 credit for D. 

28 [1] Allow 1 credit. Acceptable responses include, but are not limited to: 

—  The nighttime side of Earth faces different regions of space as Earth revolves 
around the Sun, so New York State observers see different constellations in the 
nighttime sky.  

—  Earth orbits the Sun, so different constellations are visible at different times of 
the year. 

29 [1] Allow 1 credit for A. 

30 [1] Allow 1 credit for D. 

31 [1] Allow 1 credit for Balanced and appropriate evidence. Acceptable responses include, but are 
not limited to: 

⎯ The balloon is at rest.

⎯ The balloon is not moving.

⎯ There is no change in the balloon’s motion in Figure 1.

32 [1] Allow 1 credit for A. 
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33 [1] Allow 1 credit for an appropriate variable and an acceptable question. Acceptable responses 
include, but are not limited to: 

Variable: 
⎯ height
⎯ distance
⎯ length
⎯ range
⎯ closeness

Question: 
⎯ What effect does distance have on the interaction between the balloon and the

paper?

⎯ What effect does distance have on electrical forces?

⎯ Is there more electrical force on the paper as a charged balloon gets closer to the
paper?

⎯ At what height will the papers be lifted up?

Note: Questions must include a questioning word and/or a question mark. 

34 [1] Allow 1 credit for D. 

35 [1] Allow 1 credit for B. 

36 [1] Allow 1 credit for C. 



Performance Levels 
For each subject area, students perform along a continuum of the knowledge and skills necessary to meet 
the demands of the New York State Learning Standards. New York State Elementary-level and 
Intermediate-level Science assessments are designed to classify student performance into one of four levels 
based on the knowledge and skills the student has demonstrated. Due to the need to identify student 
proficiency, the state tests must provide students at each performance level opportunities to demonstrate 
their knowledge and skills in the Learning Standards.  

These performance levels are defined as: 

NYS Level 4 
Students performing at this level excel in standards for their grade. They demonstrate knowledge, skills, and 
practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered more than sufficient for the expectations 
at this grade. 

NYS Level 3 
Students performing at this level are proficient in standards for their grade. They demonstrate knowledge, 
skills, and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered sufficient for the expectations 
at this grade. 

NYS Level 2 
Students performing at this level are partially proficient in standards for their grade. They demonstrate 
knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered partial but 
insufficient for the expectations at this grade. Students performing at Level 2 are considered on track to meet 
current New York high school graduation requirements but are not yet proficient in Learning Standards at 
this grade. 

NYS Level 1 
Students performing at this level are below proficient in standards for their grade. They may demonstrate 
limited knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the Learning Standards that are considered insufficient 
for the expectations at this grade. 

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-assessment/elementary-science-pldrev.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-assessment/elementary-science-pldrev.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-assessment/intermediate-science-pld.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/state-assessment/intermediate-science-pld.pdf


Question Type Key Points
Performance 
Expectation

Subscore
Percentage of Students

Who Answered Correctly
(P-Value)

1 Multiple Choice A 1 3-LS3-1 LS 0.56
2 Constructed Response 1 3-LS3-1 LS 0.24
3 Multiple Choice C 1 3-LS3-2 LS 0.52
4 Multiple Choice B 1 3-LS1-1 LS 0.71
5 Constructed Response 1 3-LS2-1 LS 0.29
6 Constructed Response 1 5-PS1-4 PS 0.25
7 Multiple Choice A 1 5-PS1-2 PS 0.32
8 Constructed Response 1 5-PS1-1 PS 0.08
9 Multiple Choice C 1 5-PS1-3 PS 0.50

10 Constructed Response 1 5-PS1-3 PS 0.12
11 Multiple Choice C 1 4-ESS2-2 ESS 0.54
12 Constructed Response 1 4-ESS2-2 ESS 0.39
13 Constructed Response 1 4-ESS2-2 ESS 0.26
14 Multiple Choice B 1 4-ESS2-2 ESS 0.55
15 Multiple Choice A 1 3-5-ETS1-2 0.38
21 Constructed Response 1 5-LS2-1 LS 0.25
22 Multiple Choice D 1 5-PS3-1 PS 0.26
23 Multiple Choice C 1 3-LS1-1 LS 0.43
24 Constructed Response 1 3-LS4-3 LS 0.25
25 Multiple Choice A 1 3-LS4-4 LS 0.37
26 Constructed Response 1 5-ESS1-1 ESS 0.08
27 Multiple Choice D 1 5-ESS1-2 ESS 0.69
28 Constructed Response 1 5-ESS1-2 ESS 0.13
29 Multiple Choice A 1 5-ESS1-2 ESS 0.30
30 Multiple Choice D 1 5-ESS1-2 ESS 0.50
31 Constructed Response 1 3-PS2-1 PS 0.37
32 Multiple Choice A 1 3-PS2-3 PS 0.30
33 Constructed Response 1 3-PS2-3 PS 0.01
34 Multiple Choice D 1 3-PS2-1 PS 0.33
35 Multiple Choice B 1 3-5-ETS1-3 0.58
36 Multiple Choice C 1 4-PS3-2 PS 0.49

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

* This item map identifies the Performance Expectation with which each test question is aligned.  All NYSP-12SLS Performance 
Expectations are three-dimensional (https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/standards-instruction/p-12-science-
learning-standards.pdf). The integration of these three dimensions provides students with a context for the content of science (DCI), 
the methods by which science knowledge is acquired and understood (SEP), and the ways in which the sciences are connected 
through concepts that have universal meaning across the disciplines (CCC).

Grade 5 Released Questions

2025 Elementary-level Science Test Map to the Standards

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234
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