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Mechanics of Rating 

The procedures on pages 2 and 3 are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More detailed 
directions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included 
in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and Geography II. 

 
Rating the CRQ (open-ended) Questions 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 
Introduction to the task— 

• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 
 

(2) The CRQ questions are to be scored by one rater. 
(3) The scores for each CRQ question must be recorded in the student’s examination booklet and on the 

student’s answer sheet. The letter identifying the rater must also be recorded on the answer sheet. 
(4) Record the total Part II score if the space is provided on the student’s Part I answer sheet. 

 
Rating the Enduring Issues Essay Question 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 

Introduction to the task— 
• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers— 
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task 
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the 

response to the rubric 
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary 

Practice scoring individually— 
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries  

provided 
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to 

actual rating 

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on 
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not  
correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind. 

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that  
differ by more than one point. 
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Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (CRQs,  
Enduring Issues Essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required  
number of times as specified in the rating guide, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are 
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale 
score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer 
papers. 

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final 
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining 
the student’s final examination score.  

The conversion chart for this examination is located at http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-
school-regents-examinations and must be used for determining the final examination score.
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Global History and Geography II  
Part II Question-Specific Rubric 
Constructed Response Questions 

January 2023 

•

•

Document 1

CRQ Set 1:

Robert Ley held several positions in Germany. He was Reich Organization Leader, responsible for 
much of internal party education. He was also head of the German Labor Front, the Nazi “union.” This 
speech was given on November 3, 1936.

 We have accomplished enormous things in the over three years that we have 
been in power. I do not believe this evening would be long enough to list all 
the great successes that we have had. Two facts stand out: The German today 
has become an entirely different person! Whether worker, craftsman, farmer, 
or member of the middle class, we are all entirely new people! There are a few 
holdovers from past times, there always have to be museum pieces, after all. 
They will gradually die out. The broad, large, and great mass of our people has 
changed thoroughly. They have been transformed.…

 Germany has been born anew. The Führer [Hitler] said at the last party 
rally, as he always says, that for him the greatest miracle of the age is how 
people have changed. Once there was hopelessness, today there is joy and 
affirmation, once there was general desperation, today there is resurrection and 
reawakening. Once each was the enemy of his neighbor. Envy, mistrust, and 
hatred were everywhere; today, everyone tries to do something good for the next 
person, even if sometimes with too much energy and enthusiasm. Each wants to 
be a good comrade, loyal, friendly.…

29 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the developments described in this excerpt 
from Robert Ley’s speech. 

 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Germany suffered under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles; 
– the Great Depression contributed to the decline of Germany’s economy; 
– the Nazi Party focused on remilitarizing and creating jobs/public works; 
– the death of President Hindenburg led to the opportunity for Hitler to rise to power/to become 

the Führer; 
– Germany’s defeat in World War I led to the rise of Hitler; 
– the Nazi Party was elected/Hitler was appointed chancellor in 1933, promising hope/return to 

glory for the German nation; 
– inflation in Germany as a result of reparations and economic hard times led to the rise of the 

Nazi Party; 
– totalitarianism under Hitler transformed Germany; 
– fascism grew in Europe to address economic woes; 
– Hitler ignored the Treaty of Versailles and remilitarized, thereby creating jobs; 
– the Nazi Party used propaganda to gain favor among the people and rise to power; 
– Mein Kampf laid the blueprint for the rebuilding/transformation of German society; 
– the Nazi Party had ambitions to create an empire/Reich as early as 1930 

•
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•

Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– communists came to power in Germany; 
– the Nazis accomplished enormous things; 
– Germany was transformed; 
– the Führer had a party rally; 
– there was desperation/hopelessness; 
– Germany was dismembered; 
– mistrust and hatred were everywhere; 
– Germany started World War II; 
– World War I; 
– Germans were a different people; 
– Germans were enemies of their neighbors 

 
• No response 
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Document 2

The Nuremberg Trials were held from November 20, 1945 to October 1, 1946. Judges and prosecutors 
from the Allied Powers, Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and the United States presided over 
the hearings of 22 Nazi officials. The proceedings were observed by 325 newspaper, radio, and newsreel 
correspondents from 23 countries.

…The fact of the war and the course of the war, which is the central theme 
of our case, is history. From September 1st, 1939, when the German armies 
crossed the Polish frontier, until September 1942, when they met epic resistance 
at Stalingrad, German arms seemed invincible. Denmark and Norway, the 
Netherlands and France, Belgium and Luxembourg, the Balkans and Africa, 
Poland and the Baltic States, and parts of Russia, all had been overrun and 
conquered by swift, powerful, well-aimed blows. That attack on the peace of the 
world is the crime against international society which brings into international 
cognizance [understanding] crimes in its aid and preparation which otherwise 
might be only internal concerns. It was aggressive war, which the nations of the 
world had renounced. It was war in violation of treaties, by which the peace of 
the world was sought to be safe-guarded.

 This war did not just happen—it was planned and prepared for over a long 
period of time and with no small skill and cunning. The world has perhaps 
never seen such a concentration and stimulation of the energies of any people 
as that which enabled Germany 20 years after it was defeated, disarmed, and 
dismembered to come so near carrying out its plan to dominate Europe.…

Source: Robert H. Jackson, “Opening Statement before the International Military Tribunal”

30 Explain how audience affected what Robert Jackson included in his opening statement, 
based on this excerpt. 

 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Jackson wants the world to know the crimes the Germans have committed; 
– since there is an international audience, Jackson mentions German actions against different 

countries/places in Europe and Africa; 
– Jackson wants the audience to know not only the role of the German military, but also the 

role of the German leaders in crimes committed; 
– Jackson wants the world to know the aggressive nature of the war waged by Germany; 
– Jackson wants the world to understand that Germany violated treaties/world peace; 
– Jackson wants the world to know that Germany planned for war over a long period of time; 
– Jackson repeatedly acknowledges how Germany threatened world peace; 
– Jackson focuses his remarks on German army attacks on European powers because the 

justices are from the United States and Europe; 
– Jackson wants the Germans to understand that the situation they faced because of the Treaty 

of Versailles not going to be repeated at Nuremberg; 
– Jackson wants the defendants to understand that the situation/hardship Germany faced 

because of the Treaty of Versailles cannot be used in defense of their efforts to dominate 
Europe; 

– due to the worldwide audience, Jackson includes a timeline of German aggression; 
– Jackson wants to convince his world audience that the defendants are guilty; 
– Jackson knows the world is watching and wants to create a precedent for war crime trials; 
– Jackson wants the world to know that German leadership incited war; 
– The newsreels could convey Jackson’s message regarding German war guilt to the 

world/public 
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•

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– the audience includes the international media/the world; 
– the international military tribunal heard Jackson’s speech; 
– there were 3,000 tons of documents used; 
– there were no judges from Germany; 
– it was only the Allied powers; 
– Jackson was outlining his argument; 
– Holocaust; 
– Jackson wants to create a precedent for war crimes; 
– genocide;  
– threatened world peace; 
– it was an aggressive war; 
– they wanted to dominate Europe; 
– the news could carry his message 

 
• No response 
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Documents 1 and 2 
 
31 Identify and explain a cause-and-effect relationship between the events and/or ideas found in 

these documents. Be sure to use evidence from both Documents 1 and 2 in your response. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Ley says Germany was born anew under the Nazis, which led to Germany coming close to 

dominating Europe; 
– Nazi nationalism led to Germany committing war crimes in World War II; 
– Germany rose to power, committed war crimes, and its leaders were placed on trial; 
– the Fuhrer promised hope after World War I, and as a result, Germany expanded in violation 

of treaties; 
– German leaders were prosecuted for crimes against humanity after Nazi leaders rose to power 

and tried to dominate Europe; 
– Nazis brought great success to Germany, leading to German armies crossing into Poland and 

other places with swift, powerful, well-aimed blows; 
– fascists/the Nazi leaders demanded obedience/manipulated their people and were later put on 

trial at Nuremberg for their actions; 
– Germany had been transformed, which incited them to go to war 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– Germany was born anew; 
– Hitler stood trial at Nuremberg; 
– Germany was transformed; 
– Hitler rose to power; 
– World War II led to World War I; 
– both documents reference Germany’s defeat in war;  
– Document 1 talks about the Fuhrer and Document 2 talks about war crimes trials; 
– German armies invaded in Europe; 
– both documents are about Germany; 
– Germans were put on trial if they did not obey the Nazis; 
– violation of treaties threatened the peace of the world 

 
• No response 
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Document 1
CRQ Set 2:

32 Explain the historical circumstances that led to the roles women played as expressed in this 
poem. 

 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– World War I started; 
– men were drafted and left jobs unfilled; 
– men went to war while women served on the home front; 
– total war required women to fill men’s jobs; 
– women showed their patriotism by working men’s jobs; 
– World War I changed the type of jobs women did; 
– Women were beginning to fight for more rights; 
– World War I started and men were drafted to fight in trenches; 
– England militarized; 
– women showed their nationalism by taking men’s jobs; 
– England felt nationalism and went to war; 
– England had to defend its alliance, so men went to war; 
– Pankhurst and others used the war to fight for women’s rights; 
– jobs in transportation became open to women during the war; 
– the Industrial Revolution led to a change in the role of women in the workforce 

This poem entitled “War Girls” was published in England in 1916.

There’s the girl who clips your ticket for the train,
 And the girl who speeds the lift [elevator] from floor to floor,
There’s the girl who does a milk-round in the rain,
 And the girl who calls for orders at your door.
  Strong, sensible, and fit,
  They’re out to show their grit,
 And tackle jobs with energy and knack.
  No longer caged and penned up,
  They’re going to keep their end up
Till the khaki soldier boys come marching back.

There’s the motor girl who drives a heavy van,
 There’s the butcher girl who brings your joint of meat,
There’s the girl who cries ‘All fares, please!’ like a man,
 And the girl who whistles taxis up the street.
  Beneath each uniform
  Beats a heart that’s soft and warm,
 Though of canny mother-wit [common sense] they show no lack;
  But a solemn statement this is,
  They’ve no time for love and kisses
Till the khaki soldier-boys come marching back.
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•

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– the Industrial Revolution; 
– women were no longer caged/penned up; 
– women wore uniforms; 
– khaki soldier boys came marching home; 
– women lost their jobs; 
– trench warfare; 
– women were allowed to work; 
– labor unions 

 
• No response 
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33 Identify the point of view of the German National Socialist Women’s League regarding 
motherhood, based on this essay. 

 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– Women had a duty to marry and raise a family; 
– motherhood is vital to Germany’s success; 
– being a mother is more important than working/getting an education; 
– motherhood is the number one priority of women; 
– a woman’s entire education/development/vocational pursuit/position within the Volk must be 

directed toward motherhood; 
– the nation’s source of life is women having children; 
– motherhood is a physical/spiritual task; 
– motherhood is the way in which a pure race is created; 
– motherhood is vital to the Aryan race; 
– it is the duty of women within the Volk/German community; 
– the international women’s movement has lost its appreciation of motherhood; 
– motherhood is the appropriate way to channel women’s energies; 
– it is needed in Germany; 
– motherhood is a necessity; 
– it is a woman’s role; 
– everything a woman does should be directed toward being a mother; 
– women need to be reeducated to be mothers; 
– women should still be mothers in the machine age; 
– women should not let work outside the home interfere with motherhood; 
– it is rooted in women’s souls; 
– it is a fundamental principle; 
– it is a great transformational process  

Document 2

The German National Socialists Women’s League was created in 1931. In 1936, Emilie Muller-Zadow, 
a member of the National Socialist Women’s League, wrote this essay.

 There is a growing recognition that mothers carry the destiny of their people 
in their hands and that the success or ruin of the nation depends on their 
attitude toward the vocation of motherhood.

 Nation and race are facts of creation, which we, too, are called upon to share 
in forming and preserving. Therefore a national leadership that respects and 
honors its mothers is on a sound and healthy path.…

 The place that Adolf Hitler assigns to woman in the Third Reich corresponds 
to her natural and divine destiny. Limits are being set for her, which earlier 
she had frequently violated in a barren desire to adopt masculine traits. The 
value and sanctity of goals now being set for her have been unrecognized and 
forgotten for a long time; and due respect is now being offered to her vocation 
as mother of the people, in which she can and should develop her rich emotions 
and spiritual strengths according to eternal laws. This wake-up call of National 
Socialism to women is one more indication that in Germany today it is not 
arbitrary laws that are being issued, but rather a nation is returning to essential, 
eternal rules of order.

 It is therefore not at all surprising that the state and party claim the education 
of mothers as exclusively their task and insist that all training be carried out only 
by National Socialists and according to the principles of National Socialism. For 
the way a mother sees her child, how she cares for, teaches, and forms him, the 
principles that she instills in him, the attitude that she demands of him, all of 
this is crucial for the national health, for a German morality, and for the unified 
overall mind-set of the future nation. . . .
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•

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– Women are competitive with/equal to men; 
– it prohibits them from performing their duty; 
– it stops them from being equal to men; 
– education; 
– the democratic-liberalistic-international women’s movement; 
– marriage and family; 
– it equips them; 
– women are competitive; 
– officially integrates them; 
– nationhood; 
– it is a term of marriage 

 
• No response 
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34a Identify a similarity or a difference regarding societal expectations of women in England in 
1916 and women in Germany in the 1930s. 

 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Similarities: 
– women would work outside the home depending on the circumstances; 
– women served important functions in their nations; 
– women were expected to support men; 
– expectations in both societies were changing; 
– they were expected to put the nation first; 
– societal expectations for women were shaped by political forces within each nation; 
– they expect women to be strong; 
– women would play political roles under certain circumstances 
Differences: 
– the societies had different priorities regarding motherhood; 
– women had different roles; 
– women’s main job is different; 
– traditional versus nontraditional roles; 
– they expect women to be awakened/be empowered in different ways; 
– expected to support society in different ways; 
– expectations of women’s participation in the women’s movement differed 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– expected women to be different; 
– both documents show women are competitive; 
– both documents are about women; 
– Document 1 is a poem and Document 2 is a set of guidelines 

 
• No response 
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34b Explain the similarity or difference you identified in 34a using evidence from both documents. 
 
Score of 1: 
• Correct response 

Examples: 
– in England, women worked in trains/elevators/milk delivery/door to door sales/butcher 

shops/motor vans to support the war effort, and in Germany they were integrated into the 
workforce unless it interfered with motherhood; 

– in England, women took jobs when men went to war, and in Germany women worked to 
serve the nation; 

– in Document 1 it explains that they were no longer penned up/caged up and in Document 2 it 
explains that the women’s movement is misguided; 

– in England, women worked outside the home, and in Germany they were encouraged to work 
in traditional roles/motherhood; 

– in England, women were expected to do men’s jobs until the men came home from the war, 
and in Germany a woman’s main duty was to be a wife and mother; 

– Document 1 acknowledges women’s mother wit but asks her to put it on hold during the war, 
and Document 2 explains that a nation’s strength depends on motherhood; 

– women in both England and Germany put their nation first, in England by working jobs while 
the men were at war, and in Germany by becoming mothers and supporting their children; 

– English women were valued as strong/sensible/fit/having grit, and in Germany the physical 
aspect of motherhood was identified and valued; 

– as expectations changed, women tackled new jobs in England while women needed to be 
reeducated to be guardians of the nation in Germany; 

– in Document 1, women should no longer be caged up and in Document 2, women’s main 
place is in the home;  

– in England, the focus was not on love and kisses for women, but in Germany the focus was 
on marriage and motherhood 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 
– both show women taking men’s jobs when the men go to war; 
– one is about World War I and one is about World War II; 
– one expects women to write poetry and one expects women to write printed guidelines; 
– Document 1 is about women working and Document 2 is guidelines for women; 
– Document 1 says that women have no wit and Document 2 says that women need to be 

reeducated; 
– Document 1 and 2 look at women; 
– both expected women to be equal to men; 
– Document 1 expects girls to call for orders and Document 2 expects women to take orders 

 
• No response 
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Global History and Geography II 
Part III Content-Specific Rubric 

Enduring Issue Essay 
 
 Task: 

• Identify and explain an enduring issue raised by this set of documents 
• Argue why the issue you selected is significant and how it has endured 

across time 
 
 In your essay, be sure to 
  • Identify the enduring issue based on a historically accurate 

interpretation of at least three documents 
  • Explain the issue using relevant evidence from at least three 

documents 
  • Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 
   – How the issue has affected people or has been affected by people 
   – How the issue has continued to be an issue or has changed over time 
  • Include relevant outside information from your knowledge of social 

studies 
 
Scoring Notes: 
 

1. Some examples of enduring issues that students may identify in at least three documents are 
provided. However, other issues may be identified if they are supported by accurate facts and 
examples from both the documents and outside information. 

2. The discussion of the issue must be related to the documents, accomplish the task, and be 
supported by accurate facts and examples. 

3. The identification and explanation of the enduring issue may be included in the discussion of why 
the issue is significant and how it has endured across time. 

4. Information used to discuss how the enduring issue affected people or has been affected by people 
may also be used to discuss how the issue has endured across time. 

5. The enduring issue may be discussed from different perspectives as long as the position taken is 
supported with accurate historical facts and examples.  

6. A specific time period or era need not be identified as long as it is implied in the discussion. 
7. A response may discuss either how the enduring issue affected people or has been affected by 

people or both. 
8. A response may discuss either continuity or change regarding the selected enduring issue or both. 
9. While not required, a student may include relevant information from the 9th grade social studies 

framework. 
10. While the United States should not be the focus of the argument, issues related to the United 

States may be used to address the task as long as information used relates to the enduring issue 
selected from these documents.  

11. While the focus of the response should be on the enduring issue that is identified, additional 
enduring issues may be referenced as part of that discussion. However, if two or more enduring 
issues are addressed in separate discussions only the first one should be scored. 
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Score of 5: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately explains one enduring issue raised in at least three documents (See 

Explanation and Evidence from Documents on page 19) 
• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument about how the enduring issue has affected people 

or has been affected by people and how the issue continues to be an issue or has changed over time 
• Is more analytical than descriptive  
• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 

from at least three documents  
• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Score of 4: 
• Identifies and accurately explains one enduring issue raised in at least three documents 
• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth about how the enduring issue has affected people or has 

been affected by people and how it continues to be an issue or has changed over time or develops the 
argument somewhat unevenly by discussing one aspect of the argument more thoroughly than the other 

• Is both descriptive and analytical  
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from at 

least three documents  
• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Score of 3: 
• Identifies and explains one enduring issue raised in the documents   
• Develops both aspects of the argument with little depth or develops only one aspect of the argument 

with some depth; may include minor inaccuracies 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information) 
• Includes some relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from some of the documents 
• Includes limited relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Score of 2: 
• Identifies, but does not clearly explain, one enduring issue raised in the documents  
• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument or develops one aspect of the argument in little depth; 

may include minor inaccuracies 
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from the documents or consists primarily of relevant 

information copied from the documents  
• Presents little or no relevant outside information  
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an 

introduction or a conclusion  
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Score of 1: 
• Identifies, but does not explain, one enduring issue raised in the documents 
• Minimally develops one aspect of the argument; may include minor inaccuracies 
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding or application 
• Includes some vague, unclear references to the documents or includes minimal relevant facts, examples, 

and details copied from the documents; may include some inaccuracies 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may lack an 

introduction and a conclusion  
 
Score of 0: 
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the issue in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, 
examples, or details; OR includes only evidence copied from the documents; OR includes only entire 
documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper 

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while preserving 

actual student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are easier for raters to 

read and use as scoring aids. 

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring examination 

papers and focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-specific rubric 

should be applied holistically in determining the level of a student’s response. 
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Issues found in documents 
 
Document 1: Conflict; use of violence; lack of food security; inflation; economic inequalities; riots; 
scarcity; revolution; protests; impact of cooperation 
 
Document 2: Protests; unemployment; use of violence; scarcity; lack of food security; inflation; conflict; 
economic inequalities; vigilantism; impact of industrialization; poverty; riots; impact of cooperation 
 
Document 3: Starvation; poverty; scarcity; lack of food security; riots; conflict; use of violence; 
economic inequalities; impact of cooperation 
 
Document 4: Conflict; scarcity; lack of food security; riots; protests; impact of migration; refugees; 
impact of cooperation; use of violence; poverty; economic inequalities 
 
Document 5: Poor working conditions; riots; protests; economic stagnation/slowing economy; impact of 
industrialization; economic inequalities; conflict; impact of cooperation 
 
 
 
This chart suggests enduring issues that might be found in at least three documents. It is not meant to be a 
comprehensive list and students may identify enduring issues not included in the chart. 
 

Possible Enduring Issues in the 
Documents 

Documents associated with 
 Enduring Issue 

Conflict 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Lack of food security 1, 2, 3, 4 
Economic inequalities 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Protests 1, 2, 4, 5 
Riots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Use of violence 1, 2, 3, 4 
Scarcity 1, 2, 3, 4 
Impact of cooperation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Poverty 2, 3, 4 
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Example Issue: Lack of Food Security 

 
Identify and Explain: 
A lack of food security occurs when a group or society has less food than they require or fears a decrease 
in or a loss of their food supply. This scarcity and instability can lead to hunger, malnutrition, starvation, 
and riots.  
 
 
Evidence from the Documents to support the explanation: 
 
Document 1: In 18th-century revolutionary France, Parisians were concerned about both grain shortages 
and the anticipation of rising bread prices. Resulting riots led to the fall of the Bastille and their 
complaints were quickly addressed by the new government.  
 
Document 2: In industrial England, Luddites faced both scarcity and inflation of food prices coupled with 
widespread unemployment that led to rioting at factories and smashing of textile machinery.  
 
Document 3: In Ireland in 1842, a mob led by starving women and children attacked a potato store, a 
force of police, members of the 30th regiment, and plundered a storehouse for ground oatmeal in the town 
of Galway.  
 
Document 4: At a refugee camp in Darfur, Chadian refugees participated in a food riot because of the 
reduction in the availability of sorghum as a result of the inability to safely transport food. 
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Example Issue: Lack of Food Security  
 

Document Information Outside Information 
How issue affected people/how people affected issue  How issue affected people/how people affected issue  

Doc 1—Search for arms and grain resulting in riots 
leading to early stages of French Revolution 

Revolution propelled forward and made increasingly 
radical by threat of rioting 

Protests by Parisians in streets because of suspicion 
that some people had hoarded grain in anticipation 
of higher prices  

Response of new government to complaints about 
prices, accusations about hoarding, and similar 
concerns 

Efforts of rioters to set price controls for bread and 
other essentials 

Doc 2—Crowd of protesters demanding more work 
and better wages broken up by British troops 

At start of 19th century British working families 
enduring economic upheaval 

Doc 3—Attack on potato store in town of Galway by 
desperate Irish poor 

Attackers led by starving women and children 
Storehouse plundered for ground oatmeal by mob 
Local sheriff accompanied by police and members of 

30th regiment attacked by mob 
Doc 4—One person killed and six injured during a 

food riot inside a refugee camp in Darfur 
Noisy demonstrations by hundreds of stick-bearing 

women against temporary reduction in availability 
of sorghum 

Difficult to transport food to the camp safely 
because of continued insecurity 

Local police taken on by some members of crowd 
(one killed; six injured) 

Repeated attacks against humanitarian convoys 
throughout Darfur 

Concerns over a lack of food supply by 
economists such as Malthus as result of 
population growth during Industrial Revolution 

From 1845 Irish Potato Famine (blight; British 
export policies; laissez-faire; rural congestion)  

Rationing on home front adopted by countries 
engaging in total war 

Scarcity of food supplies faced by vulnerable 
populations when targeted by those violating 
human rights (Armenians; Ukrainians during 
Holodomor; victims of Holocaust; Cambodians) 

Berlin blockade attempt by Soviet Union to 
restrict basic necessities, including food, in an 
effort to consolidate control of Berlin 

Famine as a result of Mao’s attempt to increase 
food production during Great Leap Forward  

Efforts of Green Revolution to increase global 
food supply to meet needs of population growth 
especially in developing countries 

Widespread health problems faced by people in 
North Korea as result of chronic 
malnourishment 
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Example Issue: Lack of Food Security  
 

Document Information Outside Information 
How issue continued/changed over time  How issue continued/changed over time  

Continuity: 
Doc 1—Continuation of inflation as a problem 

alongside grain shortages despite efforts by 
rioters to set price controls for bread and other 
essentials 

Doc 2—Enduring economic upheaval and 
widespread unemployment faced by Luddites 

Doc 3—Existence of food insecurity in Ireland in 
1840s 

Doc 4—Continuation of food rioting in refugee 
camps in Darfur despite efforts by aid workers 

 
Changes: 
Doc 1—Concern about what people might do 

without access to bread 
Response of new government in France to 

complaints about prices and accusations of 
hoarding 

Doc 2—Poverty brought to Britain by endless war 
against Napoleon’s France  

Food scarce and rapidly becoming more costly 
Doc 4—Demonstrations in Darfur by hundreds of 

women because of temporary reduction in 
availability of sorghum 

Continuity: 
Violence and protest often incited by scarcity of 

food (Russia; Somalia) 
Access to food often limited by totalitarian regimes 

as way of inciting fear, inflicting punishment, and 
requiring dependence on central authority 

Prevention of progress in other areas of society in 
developing world with food security issues that 
demand priority attention 

 
Changes: 
Increase in availability of food for vulnerable 

populations in developing world with 
introduction of new technologies and techniques 

Identification and crises addressed around the world 
by government and nongovernment organizations 
assisting with hunger-related issues (local food 
pantries; Feeding America; Meals on Wheels; 
Rice Bowl; UNICEF; Feed the Children) 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

Throughout history, various ethnic and social groups have faced 

inequality. This inequality can take many forms, but most 

frequently it involves the oppression of a select group within a 

population. This oppression sometimes leads to riots or protests, still, 

equality can be achieved when the oppressed unite and demand a 

change. This can be seen in 18th century France among the Third 

Estate, in a 21st century refugee camp in Darfur, and in a modern 

Chinese factory. Each of these cases resulted in uprisings and conflict 

fueled by unequal circumstances.  

18th Century France was a time of tremendous turmoil in which 

peasants and other members of the Third Estate experienced unfair 

pay, government corruption and economic policies that put the needs 

of the few over those of the many. For example, the first and second 

estate that were comprised of both the clergy and the autocracy were 

exempt from paying taxes. This meant the Third Estate was burdened 

by all the taxes. Also, the unfair voting system that allowed each 

estate one vote in the Estates General perpetrated the systems that 

allowed for inequities between the three Estates. Another example of 

this inequality was the construction of the Palace of Versailles. This 

extravagant home for the King of France put the entire nation further 

in debt, leaving peasants hungry, and spreading poverty while the 

monarchy and nobles lived a luxurious lifestyle. As a result of this 

situation, riots began to spread throughout the country (Doc 1). As 

stated in the Document, these protests alarmed French leaders and 

were signs of the impending French Revolution. If not for inequality 

and the dogmatic rule of the Nobility, the Third Estate might never 

have united to create a more Enlightened form of government. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

Similarly, 20th century Russia also faced uprisings from the 

peasantry and the working class. While the Romanov’s appeared to 

live a lavish lifestyle, the masses struggled with poor working 

conditions and lack of food. They felt Nicholas was uncaring and 

unreceptive to their pleas for help. This led to the Bolshevik Revolution. 

Both of these movements stemmed from a disparity of wealth and 

power between the monarchy and the masses and both resulted in the 

overthrow of oppressive monarchies and the installation of new 

governments. 

While unity under the banner of change can bring great success, 

it often comes at a cost. During a conflict in Chad, refugees were held 

in a neighboring Sudanese camp, where they faced food insecurity. 

This also caused inequality. Refugees often flee their homes with little 

more than what they can carry. They have few possessions or money 

and rely on the camp for all their necessities. While this is a very 

different situation than in France, China, or England, the refugees 

have nothing and depend upon those in power – that is the camp 

workers and directors. This creates inequality that the refugee 

population can see as oppressive. A protest in the Darfur camp emerged 

during a shortage of the grain sorghum, which the refugees viewed as 

a valuable resource. The incident brought about more serious 

consideration into the circumstances surrounding refugee camps. It 

also shows the sacrifice that often comes as a result of fighting 

against inequality. Unfortunately, we continue to see refugee crises 

around the world. As droves of people flee conflicts in their homelands 

many end up in camps similar to those in Darfur. Many times people 

in these camps struggle to have their basic necessities covered. In 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 5

response, organizations such as the United Nations Refugee Agency 

have stepped in to provide humanitarian assistance to those in need.  

While it has been more than 200 years since such protests as the 

French Revolution, the problem of inequality can still be felt 

throughout the world today. In 2012 for example, a group of factory 

workers rioted due to poor working conditions and unfair treatment 

in Chinese factories. These workers felt they were being oppressed and 

exploited in high-intensity jobs with little pay. As a result of this riot, 

factories were shut across China, resulting in a slowdown of the 

Chinese economy. This change in pace for the citizens of modern 

China shows just how powerful a protest against inequality can still 

be. This is not a situation that is new in history. During the 

Industrial Revolution working class people in England faced very 

difficult circumstances, different than those of the upper classes. The 

working class faced unsafe work environments, low wages, long 

hours, and children working in factories instead of attending school. 

Their home lives typically involved living in overcrowded filthy 

tenement buildings. In contrast the upper class could afford a more 

affluent lifestyle with nicer homes and children able to attend private 

schools. The men of the upper classes typically owned and oversaw the 

factory work of the masses. It would take decades for legislation to 

pass that would address some of the issues raised by the working 

class. Without leaders who are willing to address unfair 

circumstances & demand change, nothing would ever get done, and 

the world would be a very rigid place. It is through movements such as 

these that good people can achieve freedom, and use their experiences 

for the betterment of society. 
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Inequality is an enduring issue that has plagued many groups 

throughout our history and this continues through today. But if 

there’s one thing we can learn from our past experiences with 

inequality, it is that such circumstances may inspire unity, and a 

change for the greater good of society, no matter the cost along the 

way.
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Anchor Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately explains inequality as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(faced by various ethnic and social groups throughout history; most frequently involves oppression 
of a select group within a population which sometimes leads to riots or protests; equality can be 
achieved when oppressed unite and demand change) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (both French Revolution and Bolshevik Revolution stemmed from 

a disparity of wealth and power between monarchy and masses, and both resulted in overthrow of 
oppressive monarchies and installation of new governments; protest in Darfur camp brought more 
serious consideration into circumstances surrounding refugee camps and also shows sacrifice that 
often comes as result of fighting against inequality; workers in Chinese factories felt being oppressed 
and exploited in jobs with little pay; when factories shut down across China resulting in a slowdown 
in economy it showed how powerful a protest against inequality can still be; without leaders willing 
to address unfair circumstances and demand change nothing would ever get done; movements help 
good people achieve freedom and use their experiences for betterment of society) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from Documents 1, 4, and 5 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (18th century 
France time of tremendous turmoil in which peasants and other members of Third Estate experienced 
unfair pay, government corruption, and economic policy that put needs of few over those of the 
many; First and Second Estate compromised of both clergy and aristocracy exempt from paying 
taxes; unfair voting system that allowed each estate one vote in Estates General perpetrated systems 
that allowed for inequities; construction of Palace of Versailles, extravagant home of King of France 
further put entire nation in debt, leaving peasants hungry and spreading poverty while monarchy and 
nobles lived in a luxurious lifestyle; as Romanov’s appeared to live a lavish lifestyle masses 
struggled with poor working conditions, lack of food, and felt Nicholas uncaring and unreceptive to 
their pleas for help leading to Bolshevik Revolution; refugees have few possessions or money and 
rely on leaders and workers of camps for necessities creating an inequality that oppresses refugee 
population; during Industrial Revolution working class people in England faced very different 
circumstances than those of upper classes; working class faced unsafe work environments, low 
wages, long hours, and children working in factories instead of attending school; home lives 
typically involved living in overcrowded filthy tenements; men of upper class typically owned and 
oversaw factory work of masses; would take decades for legislation to pass that would address some 
of issues raised by working class) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Relevant outside information and 
analytic statements are integrated throughout the discussion and effectively support the recognition that 
sacrifice occurs as a result of fighting against inequality. A strong evaluative basis is established to 
assess that inequality remains an issue that needs to be addressed. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

Throughout time the desperation of working lower classes has 

remained. The lengths that people will go to in order to survive and 

initiate political change can be extreme. As are the actions 

governments take to silence their people. The class struggle within 

society is often made worse during times of economic upheaval and 

unemployment. An enduring issue shown throughout history is the 

lack of political representation of the working class. Across the world 

and throughout time, lower classes have been ignored by their govt. 

From 1700s France and 1800s England to modern day China and 

Chad, people have fought for their basic human needs with varying 

results. 

The French Revolution in part began as a search for arms and 

grain. Grain and bread riots had powerful repercussions during this 

time and have sent a message to both the monarchy and even after 

with the new government. The pre-revolutionary government consisted 

of an absolute monarch, Louis XVI who controlled the economy, 

political system, and society as a whole. However, debts partially 

because of the building of Versailles by Louis XIV as well as wars and 

other spending led to massive economic problems in France. This 

along with the political system targeted and caused harm to the lower 

classes and the bourgeoisie causing many to be angry with the 

government. The bourgeoise wanted greater representation in 

government as well as fewer taxes. France at this time had an Estate 

system and only the 1st and 2nd Estates had power. The problem with 

this system was that the vast majority of working class people as well 

as the bourgeoisie were in the underrepresented third Estate. The threat 

of bread and grain riots both before and during the revolution led to 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

more radical behavior which helped to propel the revolution forward. The 

pre-revolutionary bread and grain riots helped lead to a series of steps 

that eventually toppled the monarchy and ushered in the radical phase 

of the revolution. However, problems were not completely solved by the 

arrest and eventual death of the King and Queen. More shortages of 

grain and continued lack of representation in government as well as 

inflation caused more problems for working class people to meet their 

basic needs during the revolution which led to more and more radical 

government. 

This is also a significant issue endured by many societies and 

cultures throughout time. While in France the lack of political 

representation affected the third Estate, in England it affected the 

factory workers during the Industrial Revolution. British working 

families endured economic upheaval and massive unemployment at 

the start of the 19th century. For many, the increase in the population 

brought poverty, causing food to be increasingly scarce, and rapidly 

becoming more expensive. The people that suffered most were the 

factory workers who worked on tedious tasks for long hours and little 

pay. Protesters began fighting the system, demanding more work 

and better wages. Some, like the Luddites, destroyed machinery and 

burned factories. The working class was not being represented in the 

British government. Doc 2. states, Parliament passed a measure to 

make machine-breaking a capital offense, rather than improving 

conditions for their under-paid, impoverished working class. 

Although, the French riots and British protests had different motives, 

they both just wanted basic human needs, such as food and to be 

represented in their government.  
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

The motives of many revolting working classes throughout time 

are similar. People want to be able to feed their families, work in a safe 

environment, and be paid a fair amount. The French, English, and 

Irish all revolted to some extent for food. The Galway Starvation Riots 

show the desperation of the poor Irish people even before the Irish Potato 

Famine. Over a series of years, many Irish lost their farmland to 

absentee British landlords. They had little land left to grow food for 

themselves so they became overly reliant on potatoes. Once the potato 

crop failed starting in the 1840s, many Irish had little food or not 

enough money to buy food. Many rioted against these unfair 

conditions. Their basic human rights were being denied by the British 

government. The situation got even worse, leading to one of the 

greatest mass migrations and famines in history. The Irish Potato 

Famine killed or forced millions to move away from their homeland. 

The radical protests did eventually lead to change but it took many 

more decades and the loss of millions for Ireland to finally achieve 

independence. 

Although, all three of these instances are in the 18th and 19th 

centuries, many of the same conditions remain throughout time. In 

modern day China workers are rioting due to growing economic 

pressure and impatience with poor work conditions. The number of 

workers is shrinking for a variety of reasons including an aging 

population as well as a growing educated labor pool which only 

worsened the treatment and pressure on factory employees. In Beijing 

the heavy demands of the factory jobs have not changed, and the 

problems cannot be easily solved by simply raising wages. The 

factory workers are demanding changes that the owners are having a 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 4

difficult time managing. This is definitely a problem that is not easy 

to solve. Doc 5 shows that the treatment of the working class has not 

drastically improved as one may think from the 1700s and 1800s to 

the present day. 

The impoverished region of Sudan and Chad has experienced many 

violet outbreaks concerning food. One person was killed and another 6 

injured during a food riot inside a camp that housed Chadian 

refugees. Doc 4 says that about 6,600 refugees live in Um Shalaya 

and more asylum-seekers arrive each month. The economic upheaval 

and lack of food have caused people to take drastic measures to meet 

their basic needs. The enduring issue even applies to modern day 

Chad, where the government is not aiding their own people. The U.N. is 

aiding the regions refugees. 

In conclusion, the enduring issues of mistreatment of 

lower/working classes in government has lasted through centuries 

and across the world. From the French Revolution to iPhone 

manufacturers in China, lower classes have been oppressed and taken 

advantage of by their governments. The lengths people will go to to 

survive, protect their families, and create political change can be 

extreme and can result in revolution or violence. However, the lack of 

representation is what causes vastly impoverished and oppressed 

groups of people. 
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Anchor Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and accurately explains class struggle as an enduring issue raised in the documents (people 

will go to extreme lengths to survive and initiate political change; often made worse during times of 
economic upheaval and unemployment; across the world and throughout time lower classes lacked 
political representation and been ignored by their government) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (debts along with political system targeted and caused harm to 

lower classes and bourgeoisie in France causing many to be angry with government; British working 
families endured economic upheaval and massive unemployment at start of 19th century; for many 
surplus of population brought poverty causing food to be increasingly scarce and more expensive; 
factory workers worked on tedious tasks for long hours and little pay during Industrial Revolution; 
Parliament passed a measure to make machine breaking a capital offense rather than improving 
conditions for underpaid impoverished working class; both French rioters and British protesters had 
different motives but both wanted basic human needs such as food and to be represented in their 
government; in Beijing heavy demands of factory jobs have not changed and problems cannot be 
easily solved by simply raising wages; economic upheaval and lack of food in Darfur caused people 
to take drastic measures to meet their basic needs)  

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from 
all the documents  

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (pre-revolutionary French 
government consisted of absolute monarch, Louis XVI who controlled economy, political system, 
and society as a whole; debts partially because of building of Versailles by Louis XIV as well as 
wars and other spending led to massive economic problems; bourgeoisie wanted greater 
representation in government as well as fewer taxes; only First and Second Estates had power; 
problems in France not completely solved by arrest and eventual death of King and Queen; over a 
series of years many Irish lost their farmland to absentee British landlords; Irish little land left to 
grow food for themselves so became overly reliant on potatoes; basic human rights being denied by 
British government; Irish potato famine killed or forced millions to move away from their homeland; 
radical protests in Ireland eventually led to change but took many more decades for Ireland to finally 
achieve independence; in China number of workers shrinking for a variety of reasons including an 
aging population as well as a growing educated labor pool) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Historical details are integrated with 
relevant outside information and establish a good foundation to demonstrate how the needs of the 
lower classes have been ignored by governments. The discussion of the oppression of the working 
class in the modern societies of China and Chad would have benefited from additional supporting facts 
and details. 
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There has been conflict for most of history and in every part of the 

world because people have different interests and because a few people 

hold power over the many. In this situation, there is a large group of 

people that are not getting the necessary things to live. This promotes 

unrest, and furtheres conflict between the people. This issue of conflict 

has gone on through time, showing up in many different places and 

times such as in France during the French Revolution, the Industrial 

Revolution in Britain, in Chinese factories, and even in refugee 

camps in Darfur in the 2000s. There is conflict in every war and 

revolution, and in strike. Conflict between groups shows that one of 

the groups is being treated unfairly, or is missing something they 

need to survive.  

There is conflict between the people and the monarchy leading up to 

the French Revolution. The monarchy abused the people forcing them 

to pay taxes and causing high food prices. The high prices especially 

for bread made it difficult for the common people to get bread, 

something they need to survive. The conflict between the King and the 

people of France and later on between the revolutionary government 

and the people contributed to the buildup of tensions before and 

during the French Revolution, and showed that the people need 

change. They began protesting these high prices, trying to show the 

monarchy and the revolutionary government that there needed to be 

change. The threat of rioting brought the revolution to the forefront, 

and the government was eventually overthrown.  

In industrial societies there is often conflict between the 

government and business owners and the working class. This is true 

whether it is in Britain in the 1700s-1800s, the U.S. in the 1800s, or 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 3

in China today. The workers in China often work in very poor 

conditions in order for the factory owners to increase their profit. In 

China they spoke up in the form of a riot. The poor working conditions 

and economic pressures were promoting factors for this protest. 

Similar to the issues during the Industrial Revolution in Great 

Britain, where poor working conditions and low wages led to conflict 

and rioting, the workers at Foxconn led a riot. In an attempt to gain 

better working conditions and proper wages during the Industrial 

Revolution, strikes were held by factory workers, prompting labor laws 

to be passed which addressed many of the problems such as low wages, 

poor working conditions, unfair wages, and long hours along with 

many other problems. When the group of Foxconn workers were not 

receiving what they needed to survive, in this case money from fair 

wages, conflict began to bubble between the groups and led to an 

eventual riot. As workers began to hold themselves to a higher 

standard and want to improve their lives with better wages and 

working conditions, unrest and conflict grew in the imbalance of 

power between the factory workers and factory owners. But while 

many of the problems during the Industrial Revolution were 

addressed, the conditions for workers in China remain poor. This may 

be because this issue is still ongoing because given the demographic, 

technological, and educational changes that exist in China something 

more will have to be done to change the working conditions. 

Conflict is also shown in refugee camps. People go to refugee camps 

when conflict exists. People feel that they have to flee their homes to go 

somewhere more safe. Unfortunately these refugee camps, as is true 

for many refugee camps, are located in places where there is a great 
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scarcity of goods. Because of a scarcity of resources, the refugees either 

have to do without or protest. The scarcity of an important grain, 

sorghum, led to desperation between the refugees because it is a major 

food source. As it becomes more difficult to transport the food from El 

Geneina to the refugee camp because of conflict in the country, there 

was more of a scarcity of a very important grain. The conflict and 

confusion led to a riot which left six people injured and one dead. If 

basic needs are not met by the people in power, there will be riots and 

consequently more conflict. Conflict breeds more conflict, and the 

more reasons a group of people is given to revolt, the more inclined 

they will be to revolt.  

The enduring issue of conflict can be seen everywhere. Throughout 

time, all over the world, there is conflict. The scarcity of resources or a 

division of power could be a main cause of conflict. In any case, 

conflict may not be preventable. It has led to death, or the ousting of 

people from power such as in the French Revolution. Conflict can also 

be caused by disagreements, leading to wars. These wars cause death, 

and may leave many injured. Although you may not be able to 

prevent conflict, it can be ended by the group of people receiving what 

they needed, whether it be food or better working conditions. Conflict 

continues to be an issue, even in today’s modern world. Even today, 

there are still riots and protests that go on between groups of people, or 

sometimes even conflict between nations that leads to war. Conflict 

may be inescapeable, but we can still work to end conflict before it 

becomes too serious and ends up leaving people dead or injured. In 

today’s world, conflict can lead to nuclear wars. Although we cannot 

prevent conflict, we can try to find peaceful solutions that satify all 

parties and do not leave any soldiers or people dead. 
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Anchor Level 3 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains conflict as an enduring issue raised in the documents (conflict for most of 

history and in every part of world because people have different interests and because a few people 
hold power over the many; conflict in every war and revolution and in every strike and protest) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with some depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (people in France protested high prices trying to show monarchy 

and revolutionary government there needed to be change; the government eventually overthrown; 
poor working conditions and economic pressures in China promoting factors for protest at Foxconn 
when group of workers not receiving what they needed to survive; as workers began to hold 
themselves to a higher standard unrest and conflict grew in imbalance of power between workers and 
factory owners; while many of problems during Industrial Revolution addressed, conditions for 
workers in China remain poor; difficult to transport food to refugee camp in Darfur because of 
conflict within country; if basic needs not met by people in power there will be riots and 
consequently more conflict; may not be able to prevent conflict but can be ended by group of people 
receiving what they need, whether it be food or better working conditions) 

• Includes relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, 4, and 5 
• Includes relevant outside information (monarchy in France abused people forcing them to pay taxes 

and causing high food prices; in industrial societies often conflict between government and business 
owners and working class; in attempt to gain better working conditions and proper wages during 
Industrial Revolution strikes held by factory workers prompting labor laws to be passed which 
addressed many of problems such as poor working conditions, unfair wages, and long hours along 
with many other problems; workers in China often work in very poor conditions for factory owners 
to increase their profits spoke up in form of riot similar to Industrial Revolution in Britain; conditions 
for workers in China remain poor maybe because of demographic, technological, and educational 
changes; people go to refugee camps when conflict exists; unfortunately many refugee camps located 
in places where a greater scarcity of goods; in today’s world conflict even more dangerous because 
with increased technology it can lead to nuclear war)  

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Interpretation of document information 
frames the response and is supported by relevant outside information, but limited development 
weakens the application to different aspects of the task. Although somewhat repetitive, elements of 
comparison and some well-explained conclusions strengthen the discussion. 
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A reoccuring enduring issue present throughout the documents is 

poverty. Poverty can be described as a state of a country being 

intensly poor, and with a lack of necessities it’s people need to survive, 

such as food. This issue has been present through history, and can 

still be seen today in many countries.  

One of the most well known cases of poverty in history was the 

spark for the French Revolution. The people of France during this time 

were experiencing major inflation on food prices, and a shortage of 

food. The people of France became very angry with these circumstances 

and began to riot. As shown in document 1, in the early stages of the 

revolution there was a rise in prices. This rise iniated the riots that led 

to the revolution. A similar case of this was the Russian Revolution in 

which the people rebelled because of the terribly run government and 

terrible prices. 

Another case of poverty in history was in Great Britain during 

war’s against Napolean’s France. The people in factories became 

outraged by the rise in food prices and unemployment as stated in 

document 2. As many people lost their jobs and the prices rose on food, 

many people were starving. This state of the people caused an uproar 

and a chain of riots, much like the French Revolution where 

starvation and poverty fueled the fire of rebellion.  

The Irish attack on a potato store during a severe food shortage is 

another excellent example of poverty. While the poor irish people were 

starving and angry, the women and children banned together to form 

a mob to get the food they desperately needed as explained in 

document 3. This is very similar to the circumstances of the Irish 

potato Famine that occurred a few years later. During this famine 
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Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 2

there was little to no food for the irish to live off of and this made them 

angry with the British who had taken most of their crops and didn’t 

provide much aid during the famine.  

A reoccuring trend throug history is when poverty strikes, riots 

and rebellions occur. Throughout history people have continuously 

rebelled against this state and demanded changes. This still 

happening today in third world countries. Poverty has been a very 

prominent issue throughout history and has caused people to rebel and 

demand government change.
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Anchor Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains poverty as an enduring issue raised in the documents (can be described as a 

state of a country being intensely poor and with a lack of necessities its people need to survive, such 
as food; issue present through history and still seen today in many countries) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument  
• Is primarily descriptive (poverty provided the spark for the French Revolution; people of France 

experiencing major inflation on food prices and a shortage of food which initiated riots that led to 
revolution; during Napoleonic Wars in France people in British factories became outraged by rise in 
food prices and unemployment; as many people in Britain lost their jobs and food prices increased 
people were starving causing an uproar and a chain of riots much like in France; in Ireland women 
and children banned together to form a mob to get the food they desperately needed similar to 
circumstances of Irish potato famine that occurred a few years later; throughout history people have 
continuously rebelled against poverty and demanded changes, such as in the government) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, and 3 
• Presents little relevant outside information (Russian Revolution similar to French Revolution as 

people rebelled because of poorly run government and high prices; during Irish potato famine little to 
no food for Irish to live off making them angry with British who had taken most of their crops and 
did not provide much aid during the famine)  

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Most of the discussion focuses on a 
basic interpretation of document information that addresses all aspects of the task, although the 
continuation of poverty as an enduring issue is limited to a few general statements that lack 
development. The Russian Revolution is mentioned as relevant outside information but is only loosely-
connected to the task and lacks supporting facts and details. 
 

Anchor Level 2



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Enduring Issues Essay—Level 1

Enduring Issues are often very serious actions that have taken 

place over a period of time. There are many Enduring Issues in this 

world today, and most people don’t even recognize them. In 

Documents 1,3, and 4, there was one Enduring Issue that really 

stands out, world hunger. Starving families have been a really big 

issue and it’s been around forever. This issue is also very significant 

because starvation has killed so many people on Earth. In Document 

1, the text describes how people began riots over grain. It also discusses 

how bread prices were rising and that people would not be able to afford 

it. “In fact, the riots resulted in the fall of the Bastille of July 14th 

1789 and helped move forward the early stages of the French 

Revolution, began as a search for arms and grain.” Document 3 

shares information about a starvation riot that occured at a potato 

store on June 25, 1842. There were many poor Irish people that were in 

desperate need of food. “Although the attackers were led by starving 

women and children, at the rear of the mob were a party of formidable 

Claddaugh fisherman.” Document 4 also depicts angry people that 

have no food. Many women armed themselves with sticks and even 

took on local police officers. Starvation is a big deal across the world. 

All 3 of these documents demonstrated how hunger can effect people 

and the way they handle situations. 
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Anchor Level 1 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains hunger as an enduring issue raised in the documents (starving families have 

been a really big issue and it has been around forever; starvation has killed many people on Earth) 
• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument  
• Is descriptive (in France people began riots over grain because bread prices rising and people could 

not afford it; riots helped move forward early stages of French Revolution; French Revolution began 
as a search for arms and grain; many poor Irish people in desperate need of food; attackers led by 
starving women and children although a party of formidable Claddaugh fishermen were at the rear of 
the mob; in Darfur many women armed themselves with sticks and even took on local police 
officers) 

• Includes minimal relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 3, and 4 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Demonstrates a weakness in organization as the response is one paragraph; includes introductory and 

concluding sentences  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Brief statements that summarize the 
documents are used in the discussion and demonstrate a basic understanding of the task. It is implied 
that hunger continues to be an issue, but the statements lack supporting explanations and details. 
 

Anchor Level 1



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A 

Throughout history, many societies have had to face a variety of 

enduring issues. An enduring issue can be defined as a challenge or 

problem that exists over time and place and often is addressed in 

different ways. These issues often have a negative impact on the 

societies they affect. One such issue is inequity. Inequity occurs 

when a person or group of people are treated harshly or unfairly often 

by others in a position of power or of a higher social class. Inequity 

can be seen throughout time affecting different societies such as in 

France during the Revolution, Britain during the industrial era, and 

in modern China.  

During the French Revolution the Estate system highlighted the 

economic inequities that existed in French society. The third estate 

was treated unjustly by the first and second estates as they lacked 

power and a voice in the government. The first estate was comprised of 

the clergy and the second of the nobility. Both of these estates had 

economic privileges including not having to pay taxes. In contrast, 

the third estate comprised of nearly everyone else in French society 

had the burden of paying all the taxes to finance the state and the 

lavish lifestyles of the upper classes. Many members of the third estate 

lacked acsess to food, especially as poor harvests and hoarding 

occurred and inflation rates spiked in France. In response to bread 

shortages members of the third estate began to protest these conditions 

in France. Despite government intervention the revolution 

strengthened as inflation and bread prices continued to rise. In 

addition to economic inequity the third estate also demanded more 

equal political rights. When they took the Tennis court oath the 

National Assembly comprised largely of members of the third estate 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A 

pledged to create a constitution that would provide and protect rights 

for the people and therefore begin to address inequity. The ideas that 

went into documents such as the Declaration of the Rights of Man 

and Citizen and the Constitution of 1791 stemmed from the 

Enlightenment. In many ways the French Revolution was a direct 

result of political and economic inequity. Though some of the 

developments during the Revolution addressed this situation, in some 

ways the Revolution led to little change in French society. 

The enduring issue of inequity also existed in Britain in the 19th 

century. During the industrial revolution, many of the working class 

were treated unfairly by the entrepreneurs of the upper classes. 

Business owners knew that many industrial workers desperately 

needed jobs and took advantage of this situation. Members of the 

working class earned little pay, worked long hours, and faced unsafe 

working conditions. They lived in urban areas and also experienced 

overcrowding and the filth of city life. One group known as the 

Luddites was formed, demanding greater pay and improved working 

conditions. The Luddites were skilled artisans who were displaced and 

were now working as unskilled laborers on machines at the time. They 

began to protest in Nottingham, a textile manufacturing center, 

British troops suppressed the protestors who were challenging their 

wages and working conditions. Later the Luddites started smashing 

textile machinery in a nearby village. The government responded in 

an effort to defend factories. There was little change during the 

Industrial period until reform bills were passed and unions were 

formed in the mid to late 19th century. Some factory owners 

responded with oppression and were responsible for the death and 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – A 

injury of workers who were protesting. Like the Third Estate, the 

Luddites challenged the economic inequalities they faced through 

protest and sometimes violence.  

The issue of inequity has also negatively impacted China 

throughout history. Chinese factory workers are treated poorly similar 

to the Luddites in industrial Britain. Rioting among these factory 

workers has increased as workers face poor conditions and heavy 

demands. There have been fewer people available and willing to work 

in Chinese factories as many young people have sought an education 

and employment in other sectors. The pressure to keep up with global 

product demands in Chinese factories has overwhelmed those workers 

who are left in the labor pool. In response, factories have sometimes had 

to close down. Again it is economic inequity that has led to these 

conflicts.  

The enduring issue of inequity has remained a constant problem 

throughout history. This is evident in these examples from French and 

British history as in modern China. Other examples of political and 

economic inequity have led to protest as seen in Tianamen square. 

This peaceful protest turned violent when tanks opened fire on many 

of the protesters that were there to advocate for democratic rights. 

Earlier in Russia in 1905 workers petitioned Czar Nicholas for 

economic reforms grieving poor working conditions and low wages. 

The response of the government was to open fire on these peaceful 

protesters. Many were injured or killed. Ultimately the failure to 

address these issues led to the 1917 Russian Revolution. Inequity 

still exists today in many places despite the efforts of individuals, 

governments, and organizations. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

There are multiple issues that have endured across time and across 

the world effecting the people of the region in similar ways. Food 

shortages and the riots held to get food have been an issue as far back 

as the 1700’s and still are happening today.  

Doc. 1 shows how long riots have been occurring when it says 

“During the winter and spring of 1789, Bread riots were especially 

common.” This quote shows that even over 200 years ago people rioted 

because they didnt have enough food to survive because of rising 

prices and shortages caused by the French Revolution. Another 

instance where food shortages caused riots is shown in Doc. 2 “Then, 

on March 11, 1811, in Nottingham, a textile manufacturing center, 

British troops broke up crowd of protesters demanding more work and 

better wages.” This quote shows nearly 20 years later people in a 

different area of the world were protesting for the enduring issue of 

food shortages. The industrial revolution was taking place in Britian 

this same time period so many people worked in textile factories where 

they were payed unfair, un-livable wages wich caused them to not be 

able to make or afford food. By rioting or damaging the textile 

factories the people showed the goverment they would fight for change 

and destroy a large part of the British economy at the time if 

neccesary.  

Again in Ireland some 50 years after the initial riots in France 

and nearly 30 years after the riots in Britian the Irish Rioted in 

protest of food shortages. In Doc. 3 the picture shows a group of poor 

Irish attacking a potatoe store because there was another month 

remainging until the next harvest and they had already begun 

starving. An event like this wasn’t uncommon in Ireland during the 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – B 

potatoe famen that later devastaded the country. The issue of food 

shortages has endured hundreds of years and recently plagued the 

people of Darfur, Sudan. Refugee camps filled with people escaping 

civil war and a genocide have already suffed numerous human rights 

violations but also have to worry about having enough food. Doc 4. 

shows food riots have happened inside the camps and have caused 

multiple injuries, even death when it says “one person was killed and 

6 others were injured during a food riot inside a camp that houses 

Chadien refugees…” This quote also shows how riots have been an 

issue, causing injuries and deaths over time.  

Food shortages and riots can be caused by many different things, 

from civil war, to Revolutions, to inflated prices and have taken place 

on multiple continents and cities around the world. food shortages 

have been an induring issue since the 1700’s and still occur today, 

hundreds of years later. lack of food is a significant issue because it 

has caused so much destruction and hardship to many people across 

many years. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C 

One of the basic necessities for life is food. Without food humans 

can not survive. However, in many cases throughout history the 

public has been denied food by the government. The main causes are 

usually crop failures and sometimes the government simply denies 

the public food. When food is scarce or food prices get too high there are 

often food protests that can get violent. These have been happening 

since food was cultivated up until present day. Government can help 

but if they don’t these protests can somtimes turn into revolutions.  

Food riots have occured at different times in history and in 

different places. One occured during the French Revolution when there 

were bread shortages and the protests that followed helped to further the 

French Revolution. Food riots have often led to violence and the 

government is forced to react. The food riots that occured in 1789 

helped lead to the fall of Bastille on 14 July 1789 and helped move 

forward the early stages of the French Revolution. (doc 1). People who 

need food are willing to put their lives on the line and use violence to 

ensure their families are fed. The food protests got so intense at this 

time that it helped cause the overthrow of the King and the creation of 

a new government. The French Revolution would not have been the 

same without the food revolts. Even though the French government got 

control over the food prices, it still was not enough to stop further 

economic problems because it led to inflation and greater economic 

problems. (doc 1). The core problem of the shortage of food caused prices 

to increase leading to failures in the economy and more unrest. 

During the French Revolution revolutionary governments formed and 

stability was not regained until Napoleon took over and instituted 

major changes which included ensuring that people have their needed 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C 

food.  

Similarly to the French, the Irish were having problems feeding its 

people. However in this case, Britain’s government was taking much 

of the food away because they wanted it for their own people. This left 

the Irish starving, leading to food riots. The Irish were starving 

because they were waiting for the next harvest and because of British 

policy. The drawing in document 3 demonstrates a food riot in a 

potato store leading up to the potato famine. It shows women and 

children fighting the workers for food because they knew that the men 

wouldn’t harm or shoot the women. This situation was made much 

more serious a few years later when the potato crop failed causing one 

of the only plentiful food crops for the Irish to eat to not be available. 

The Irish could not access many of the other crops they grew because 

they went to Britain meaning they were left to starve or emigrate out 

of Ireland. This led the Irish to be even angrier at the British 

government and led them to want and fight for independence.  

Another example of a government keeping food from people was 

during Joseph Stalin’s rule in Russia. During his rule he set up 

communal farms for a large group of farmers to work and the 

government had full control over food production. The farmers were 

not allowed to keep any of the food they produced. In Ukraine, this led 

to many people starving because the government took all of their food 

from them. This is considered a “forced famine” because it was not a 

result of crop failures but rather a government plan to starve the people 

in the Ukraine.  

Today most of the worlds starvation problems should not exist 

given our technology and how much food we grow. However, political 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – C 

problems and the lack of safety often leads to starvation. The riots 

that have occured in Darfur got more violent because of the increased 

need for food with depleting resources. As late as 2008 there were people 

starving in the refugee camps in Darfur where the people had not been 

given enough food to survive. Food riots broke out and one person was 

killed and six others were injured (doc 4) because of a demonstration 

against the temporary reduction in the availability of sorghum in the 

camp. In this situation people fled their homes looking for safety only 

to be faced with another danger – starvation. The rioting will only 

continue to worsen if these problems continue. 

From the begining of the domestication of crops food shortages have 

been a problem and still are today because availability of food is not 

completely reliable. Rioting seems to worsen as the need for food 

intensifies. The way governments handle the food shortages will 

determine the severity of the riots and the severity of the famines. 

Food is a basic staple for human life and always will be needed. It is 

up to the government to provide food for people or face violent rebellions 

and maybe overthrows of the government. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – D 

An enduring issue is a challenge or problem that has been debated 

or discussed across time. An enduring issue raised by these set of 

documents is scarcity. Scarcity is the issue of not having enough of 

something. 

The issue of scarcity is shown in document 2 where it states, “food 

was scarce and rapidly becoming more costly.” This shows scarcity 

because there was not enough food for British families. The enduring 

issue of scarcity is also shown in document 3 where it states, “The 

desperation of the Irish poor had driven them to attack a potato store in 

the town of Galway.” This quote exemplifies scarcity because there was 

not enough food for the starving Irish citizens which led them to riot 

and attack the potato store. 

The issue of scarcity is significant because it can lead to the death 

and starvation of many people. It can also lead to food riots. This is 

exemplified in document 4 where it states, “one person was killed and 

six others injured at a food riot”. This demonstrates scarcity’s 

significance and some effects. The issue of scarcity has continued 

over time. An example of this is the potato famine in Ireland in the 

1850s. A shortage of food cause the starvation and deaths of many 

people. 

Scarcity has been addressed by methods such as redistribution of 

food, and by the Agricultural and Green revolutions. 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – E 

History has been plagued by many an issue that caused the 

common populous to suffer. These common problems often impact the 

populous negatively and cause people to react, often violently. An 

issue that has had widespread disaterous effects is food scarcity. Food 

scarcity has existed for much of history, from the bread riots in pre 

revolutionary France, the famine years in Ireland, and refugee camps 

in Darfur, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Somalia. Food scarcity does not 

pick and choose its victims but often impacts the most vulnerable 

such as the poor, refugees, and the powerless, often leading people to 

fight to gain more of life’s necessities. 

A shortage of food is bound to make anyone angry but the 

consequences can be even worse when a country is already collapsing 

in on itself. Such is no more evident than during the French 

Revolution. Many riots were caused by the rising prices and 

unavailiability of bread. These riots helped result in the fall of the 

Bastille and the start of the French Revolution (Doc 1). Several 

months later, women violently stormed Versailles, rioting over the 

high price of bread. The story goes that Marie Antoinette hearing that 

these women were starving and needed bread to feed themselves and 

their families supposedly said “Let them eat cake.” Although the story 

was probably fiction it fed the anger of the Third Estate who already 

believed that the King and Queen along with the First and Second 

estates were abusing the Third estate and were out of touch with the 

needs and lives of the French people. During this time the people of 

Paris rightly feared that some people in their city were hoarding grain 

as a result of the shortage of grain and the rising grain prices and 

wanted to especially punish those that withheld food from them such 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – E 

as members of the First and Second estates. The high prices of bread, 

food scarcity, and rising inflation fanned the flames of the 

revolution and therefore leading to the end of the estates system and 

the monarchy. 

Food scarcity did not only strike within countries in the midst of 

revolution, however, hitting too the unfortunate colonies of industrial 

powerhouses. England controlled Ireland and English Protestant 

settlers owned much of Ireland’s farm land as absentee landlords. The 

English forced the Irish to produce agricultural products for export to 

England, leaving the Irish with little arable land to grow their own 

food. This led to an over-reliance on potatoes. However, once the potato 

blight hit the potato crop millions of people were left hungry. It was not 

only because of a catastrophic environmental disaster that impacted 

all the crops, but also because Ireland was still growing food crops for 

export that the Irish, mostly poor Catholic farmers, starved. A 

combined pressure to provide for the ‘mother country’ and lack of the 

potato harvests led the Irish people to riot in front of stores who still had 

food. The Irish poor were desperate for food even before the blight, and 

attacked a potato store in Galway and other locations that had food. 

Violent riots showed the anger and discontent towards the English 

and helped fuel growing demands for independence. Many were so 

desperate that they had to leave their homeland and become refugees. 

More than one million had to flee their homes in search of a better life 

in places such as the United States and Canada. The insensitive 

approach of the British and the continued exporting of crops would 

continue to ravenge the Irish, even through their continued protests.  

Famine and food shortages are not a thing of the past, despite 
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Enduring Issues Essay—Practice Paper – E 

many hoping for them to be. They still occur in modern day society 

often affecting some of the most vulnerable and needy such as those 

living in refugee camps in central Africa. In 2008, thousands of 

Chadians had to flee their homes because of fear of violence by militia 

groups. Many who fled their homes now live in refugee camps in 

Darfur, Sudan. These camps are meant to be temporary but due to 

instability and lack of safety at home, many refugee camps exist for 

years and even decades. Refugees depend on the camp for their basic 

needs such as food, shelter, and education. However, when the camp 

cannot provide for these needs, especially food, violence breaks out as 

was seen in the Um Shalaya camp. Hundreds of hungry women 

demonstrated against shortages in the avaliability of the cereal grain 

sorghum (Doc 4). The shortage of food led to anger amongst the 

refugees within the camp. Violent outbreak that occurred shortly after 

the start came from widespread confusion and anger. And this is not 

an uncommon sight. Many food shortages and famines are caused 

by unwise planning or a sudden influx of mouths to feed without 

their basic needs being met, living in constant fear and instability. 

Food shortages continue to be an issue throughout the world, 

especially as populations continue to rise and the amount of arable 

land decrease in size. If uneducated planning and unwise decisions 

continue, the issue of food scarcity and famine will only grow worse 

and plague more undeserving citizens of the world, and it is 

important to understand how to prevent or handle famine now rather 

than later because the lack of basic necessities often leads people to 

violently react causing needless deaths to occur and even more 

government instability.

Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Jan. ’23 [51]



Global Hist. & Geo. II Rating Guide – Jan. ’23 [52]

Practice Paper A — Score Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and accurately explains inequity as an enduring issue raised in the documents (occurs when 

a person or group of people treated harshly or unfairly often by others in a position of power or of a 
higher social class) 

• Develops a thoughtful argument in some depth for both aspects of the task  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (in response to bread shortages members of Third Estate began to 

protest conditions in France; despite government intervention revolution strengthened as inflation of 
bread continued to rise; during Industrial Revolution many of British working class treated unfairly 
by entrepreneurs of upper classes as knew many workers desperately needed jobs; some factory 
owners responded to Luddites with oppression and were responsible for death and injury of workers; 
like the Third Estate, Luddites challenged economic inequalities through protest and sometimes 
violence; rioting among Chinese factory workers increased as workers face poor conditions and 
heavy demands; fewer people available and willing to work in Chinese factories as many young 
people have sought an education and employment in other sectors; pressure to keep up with global 
product demands in Chinese factories overwhelmed workers left in labor pool causing factories to 
sometimes shut down) 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from 
Documents 1, 2, and 5 

• Supports the task by incorporating relevant outside information (Third Estate treated unjustly by First 
and Second Estates as lacked power and a voice in government; Third Estate comprised of nearly 
everyone else in French society bore burden of paying all the taxes to finance the state and lavish 
lifestyle of upper classes; many members of Third Estate lacked access to food especially as poor 
harvests and hoarding occurred and inflation rates spiked in France; in addition to economic inequity 
Third Estate also demanded more equal political rights; when took Tennis Court Oath National 
Assembly comprised largely of members of Third Estate pledged to create a constitution to provide 
and protect rights for people and address inequity; British workers lived in urban areas and 
experienced overcrowding and filth of city life; little change during Industrial period in Britain until 
reform bills passed and unions formed; peaceful protests in Tiananmen Square turned violent when 
tanks opened fire on protesters advocating for democratic rights; in 1905 in Russia workers 
petitioned Czar Nicholas for economic reforms grieving poor working conditions and low wages and 
government opened fire ultimately leading to 1917 Russian Revolution) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Relevant outside historical details 
support document interpretation that explains how inequity can become a negative problem that 
societies must deal with. The inclusion of additional supporting facts and details would have added 
depth to the overall development of the task. 
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Practice Paper B — Score Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains riots over food shortages as an enduring issue raised in the documents (food 

shortages and riots held to get food an issue as far back as the 1700s and still happening today; 
people rioted because they did not have enough food to survive) 

• Minimally develops both aspects of the argument  
• Is primarily descriptive (protestors in Britain demanding more work and better wages broken up by 

British troops; people working in textile factories in Britain paid unfair unlivable wages causing 
them not to be able to make or afford food; by rioting or damaging textile factories people showed 
government they would fight for change even if it meant destroying a large part of British economy 
if necessary; food riots in Darfur refugee camps caused multiple injuries, even deaths; food shortage 
and riots can be caused by many different things, from civil war to revolutions to inflated prices and 
have taken place on multiple continents and cities around the world; lack of food a significant issue 
because it has caused so much destruction and hardship to many people across many years); includes 
weak application (people in France rioted because French Revolution caused rising prices and 
shortages) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 2, 3, and 4 
• Presents little relevant outside information (Industrial Revolution taking place in Britain; event such 

as the attack on potato store in Ireland not uncommon during potato famine that devastated country; 
refugee camps in Darfur filled with people suffering numerous human rights violations when 
escaping civil war and a genocide)  

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Reiteration of document information 
and interpretation of that information demonstrates an understanding of the task. Some relevant outside 
information is mentioned but lack of application and explanation weakens the effort.  
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Practice Paper C — Score Level 3 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and defines food scarcity as an enduring issue raised in the documents (without food 

humans cannot survive; in many cases throughout history public denied food by government; main 
causes usually crop failures; when food scarce or food prices get too high often food protests violent) 

• Develops both aspects of the argument with little depth  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (protests that followed bread shortages helped to further French 

Revolution and lead to fall of Bastille; food riots often lead to violence and government forced to 
react; people who need food willing to put lives on the line and use violence to ensure families fed; 
women and children fought workers for food because knew men would not harm or shoot women; 
today most of world’s starvation problems should not exist given our technology and how much food 
we grow; riots in Darfur got more violent because of increased need for food with depleting 
resources; starvation; from beginning of domestication of crops food shortages a problem and still 
are today because availability of food not completely reliable; up to government to provide food for 
people or face violent rebellions and maybe overthrows of the government) 

• Includes relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details from Documents 1, 3, and 4 
• Includes relevant outside information (food protests got so intense that they helped cause overthrow 

of King and creation of new government in France; during French Revolution revolutionary 
governments formed and stability not regained until Napoleon took over and instituted major 
changes ensuring people had food they needed; Irish starving because waiting for next harvest and 
because of British policy; situation in Ireland made worse when potato crop failed causing one of 
only plentiful food crops for Irish to eat to not be available; Irish even angrier at British government 
and led them to fight for independence; Joseph Stalin ruler of Russia set up communal farms for 
large group of farmers to work in which government had full control over food production; in 
Ukraine this led to many people starving in a “forced famine” because not a result of crop failures 
but rather a government plan to starve the people) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response addresses all aspects of the 
task with relevant facts and details and some good outside information. However, isolated analysis and 
limited development weaken the discussion. 
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Practice Paper D — Score Level 1 
 
The response: 
• Identifies and explains scarcity as an enduring issue raised in the documents (it is the issue of not 

having enough of something; can lead to death and starvation of many people) 
• Addresses both aspects of the argument  
• Is descriptive (in Britain food scarce and rapidly becoming more costly; not enough food for British 

families; not enough food for starving Irish citizens which led them to riot and attack the potato 
store) 

• Includes minimal relevant facts, examples, and details from Documents 2, 3, and 4 
• Presents minimal relevant outside information (potato famine in Ireland in 1850s resulted in a 

shortage of food and caused starvation and deaths of many people; scarcity addressed by Agricultural 
and Green Revolutions) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Minimal interpretation of quoted 
document information demonstrates a basic understanding of the task. Limited explanation of the 
potato famine in Ireland as an example of how scarcity continued over time detracts from the effort  
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Practice Paper E — Score Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Clearly identifies and accurately explains food scarcity as an enduring issue raised in the documents 

(issue caused common populace to suffer and be impacted negatively which caused them to react, 
often violently; widespread disastrous effects; existed for much of history; does not pick and choose 
its victims but often impacts most vulnerable such as poor, refugees, and powerless people leading 
people to fight to gain more of life’s necessities) 

• Develops an even, thoughtful, and in-depth argument for both aspects of the task 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (rising prices and unavailability of bread helped result in start of 

French Revolution; people of Paris rightly feared some people in their city hoarding grain as result of 
shortage and rising grain prices and wanted to punish them especially members of First and Second 
Estates; high prices of bread, food scarcity, and rising inflation fanned flames of revolution leading 
to end of estates system and monarchy; insensitive approach of British and continued detriment of 
crops continued to ravage Irish even through their continued protests; famine and food shortages not 
a thing of past despite many hoping them to be, as still continue in modern day often affecting some 
of most vulnerable and needy such as those living in refugee camps in central Africa; important to 
understand how to prevent or handle famine now rather than later because lack of basic necessities 
often leads people to violently react causing needless deaths and even more government instability) 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating relevant evidence that includes facts, examples, and details 
from Documents 1, 3, and 4 

• Richly supports the task by incorporating substantial relevant outside information (women violently 
stormed Versailles rioting over high price of bread; Third Estate already believed King and Queen 
along with First and Second Estates abusing Third Estate and were out of touch with needs and lives 
of French people; once blight hit potato crop millions of people left hungry not because of 
catastrophic environmental disaster that impacted all crops but because Ireland still growing food 
crops for export and because government policy allowed Irish, mostly Catholic poor farmers, to 
starve; violent riots in colonies showed anger and discontent towards English and helped fuel 
growing demands for independence; more than one million had to flee their homes in search of a 
better life in places such as United States and Canada; thousands of Chadians had to flee their homes 
because of fear of violence by militia groups; many refugee camps or poor countries suffer from 
constant food shortages and spreading famine caused by unwise or makeshift planning or a sudden 
influx of mouths to feed without their basic needs being met and living in constant fear and 
instability; food shortages continue to be an issue throughout the world, especially as populations 
continue to rise and amount of arable land decreases in size) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Substantive historical details and 
analytic connections to relevant outside information provide a good context to support food scarcity as 
an enduring issue. Document information is employed as a basis for the discussion, but a critical 
appraisal of that information leads to thoughtful conclusions.  
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
 

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test 
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make 
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows: 
 
1. Go to http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments. 
 
2. Select the test title. 
 
3. Complete the required demographic fields. 
 
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 
 
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form. 

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2023 
Regents Exam in Global History and Geography II will be posted on the 
Department’s web site at:  

http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations  

on the day of the exam. Conversion charts provided for the previous adminis-
trations of any Global History and Geography examinations must NOT be used 
to determine students’ final scores for this administration.
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