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Anchor Level 3–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (No, people should not adopt a vegan diet 
because it can be unsafe and surprisingly unhealthy). 

• The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (Researchers have shown how the vegan diet can 
have negative effects to the human body, unsafe), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from 
alternate or opposing claims (Others may think different saying the vegan diet is healthy for you. Due 
to some of it’s beneficial effects). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis 
(“Researchers have found that vegan diets are generally lacking in calcium, required for bone 
formation, muscle contraction, and other essential functions” and “The Symptoms can be serious and 
include extreme tiredness and weakness, poor digestion and developmental delays in young 
children”). 

• The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct 
quotes and paraphrased material, providing two texts with correct citations [(Text 1, Line 37–38) and 
(Text 3, line 31–33)] but not providing a citation for a quote from a third text, which is also incomplete 
(“These lifestyle factors, which can also contribute to a lower risk of heart disease and mortality”).  

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, with 
an opening paragraph that questions and defines vegan diets, then introduces a claim against the diet, 
followed by two brief paragraphs of support. A fourth paragraph identifies and exemplifies, but does 
not refute, a counterclaim, and is followed by a concluding paragraph of summation.  

• The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure 
(It can be unsafe due to the diet and what it doesn’t have and This is why people should not adopt a 
vegan diet) that is sometimes inexact (it can unheathy to adapt to). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions (diet? A diet … or foods; human body, unsafe; 
fonctions; others may think different saying; it’s beneficial effects; people points of view) that do not 
hinder comprehension.  
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Anchor Level 3–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The essay introduces a reasonable claim (having a vegan diet, is very benoficial), as directed by the 
task. 

• The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (Now going back to the evidence, that’s only for 2 
pounds of beef, hundreds of thousands if not millions of pounds of beef are produced every day. Not 
just the air gets polluted, but same goes for the water and While yes red meats taste amazing, at what 
cost do you value your health, when feces are in your food, or when you have a sudden cardiovascular 
disease?), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Onto the other 
side of the table, some might state, what about your calcium?). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis 
(“producing a little more than just 2 pounds of beef causes more greenhouse gas emmisions than 
driving a car for 3 hours or leaving the lights on at home all day” and “each day billions of pounds 
of manure are produced, which ends up in lakes rivers and drinking water”). 

• The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct 
quotes and paraphrased material [Text 1 (pros and cons of a vegan diet) line 15 and passage 3 line 30]. 
While text and line numbers are given, quoted material is miscopied and line numbers are inaccurate 
or not all inclusive. The last quote is attributed to Passage 3, which does discuss vitamin B12. However, 
the rest of the information is loosely taken from Text 1 (plant based milk and missing amino acids). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, 
consisting of three paragraphs that first introduce the claim, then support the claim in regard to the 
benefits of a vegan diet to the heart and in reducing pollution, and concludes with a paragraph that 
briefly addresses a counterclaim and reiterates the claim (It’s a process, a very bing one, but everyone 
or most, should transition or add more vegan based diets in your lifestyle).  

• The essay lacks a formal style (We’ll that’s the question/topic that I am about to talk about; Now as 
the reader you may be asking; Now if you were to ask yourself ), using some language that is imprecise 
(adopt to vegan diet; is upside to downside; it starts with some pro’s, as for starters; In this day of 
age; some goes for the water).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors [about, and; 
reader. On; diet, is; benoficial; better, we’ll there is upside; downside, Text 1 (pros and cons of a 
vegan diet) line 15 it; pro’s; both group’s; common adding; isnt; emmisions; thousands if not millions 
of pounds; in lakes rivers; some might … your; 30. While yes red meats] that make comprehension 
difficult.  
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 2 – A

 
Anchor Level 2–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (After reading All four text people 
should Adopt to a Vegan diet Because Being vegan Is healthy for the Body with such as Vitamin C, 
magnesium, iron and lower in calories). 

• The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (And This shows That vegan diets Can Be heathy 
for the Body And health Risks Because The vitamins & All The nutritions Being used In vegan 
products), but fails to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The essay presents ideas inconsistently (“in a recent Study Looking at the effects of a diet high in 
plants But not strictly vegan researchers used indexes that ranked people according to how much there 
diet consisted to plant Based food compared to Animal foods”) and inaccurately (Because of animals 
not having to eat meat causes less animals to Risk), in an attempt to support analysis, making use of 
some evidence that may be irrelevant.  

• The essay demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 
paraphrased material (According To text 1 and Also According To text 2), with some miscopying within 
the two quoted examples and no line numbers given.  

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent 
essay, consisting of an opening paragraph that introduces a claim focused on why Being vegan Is 
healthy with examples, some of which are unclear (And can help with Alot of health Risks Because of 
vitamins It contoins for The Body), followed by a second paragraph that consists of a supportive quote, 
a third paragraph that explains the quote, and a final paragraph that states an incomplete quote that is 
not connected to the original claim, with no follow up or concluding thoughts.  

• The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is inappropriate (heart & health) and 
imprecise (Causes less animals to Risk; problems What can prove; All the nutritions; Up to high Ranks 
for and there for “their”).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (four text; Its 
Better; Alot; contoins; Surtant; “Pros and Cons of a Vegan diet”; quailty A; fiber vitamin c,  
magnesium iron; Apatite; get acustom; plants But; vegan researchers), along with the consistent 
misuse of capital letters, that make comprehension difficult.  
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The essay introduces a claim (People shou it meat). 
• The essay demonstrates confused and unclear analysis of the texts (in The Atircles SAYs The Animal 

drink wate just like us But most of The Animals in the USA are consume by Human and which it me 
The we eating all The Animal From The Planet), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or 
opposing claims. 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The essay presents ideas inconsistently and inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis, with one 
brief paraphrased reference (meat Help your bone to grow) and a single quote (“As The world Appetite 
for meat increases countries ACross The globe are bulldozing Huge swaths of LAnd … From tropical 
RAin”), which ends mid-sentence and is unrelated and somewhat contradictory to the claim.  

• The essay does not make use of citations.   
 

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The essay exhibits little organization of ideas and information, consisting of a single paragraph that 
states the claim and The Reason why followed by a failed attempt to support the claim with a partial 
quote that is somewhat contradictory and with explanations based on faulty reasoning. There are no 
concluding thoughts nor any return to the original claim of why people should eat meat.   

• The essay uses language that is predominantly incoherent (shou it; in The Reason; Help your bone to 
grow And stronger just as vegetable; drink wate; Which it me The we).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (People … your; 
shou it; meat. in The Reason; meat Help; just as vegetable; Atircles; Animal drink wate; like us But; 
are consume by; world appetite; all The Animal), as well as random capitalization, that make 
comprehension difficult.  

 
  



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘25	 [36]	

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 1 – A



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘25	 [37]	

 
Anchor Level 1–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (I think that it is ok to go vegan … If 
you are committed to a vegan diet, and exercise consistantly, you could obtain a great physique, and 
you would be recieving most of your daily nutrients). 

• The essay does not demonstrate analysis of the texts.   
 

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The essay presents no evidence from the texts.  
• The essay does not make use of citations.   
 

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, by first 
stating a claim and then, though unrelated to the texts, continuing to discuss the importance of a well-
balanced diet. The essay then moves to a second paragraph that focuses on the importance of, and 
suggestions for, developing a consistant exercise routine, with effective use of transitions throughout 
(It is also important; This means; When training it also helps).  

• The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure 
that includes personal commentary (it is ok … but I wouldnt do it) and speaks informally to the reader 
through the use of the second-person pronoun (to make you feel more full; If you want to; you can 
move) that is sometimes inexact (it also having). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (consistantly; 
recieving; isnt; muscle it; normaly; failiure; eaisier; suppliments) that do not hinder comprehension.  
 

*  CONDITION CODE: 
Holistically, this is a Level 1 response because, although it has some Level 4 and 3 qualities, it is a 
personal response as it makes little reference to the task and no reference to the texts and can be scored 
no higher than a 1.  
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Anchor Level 1–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The essay does not introduce a claim.  
• The essay does not demonstrate analysis of any texts.  
 

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The essay presents no evidence from the texts.   
• The essay does not make use of citations as no evidence exists to be cited.  
 

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The essay is minimal, making assessment unreliable, consisting of a single sentence.   
• The essay lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise (A Vegan is people who live evry day 

eaten plant food).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.  
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Part 2 – Practice Paper – B
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2 because the essay introduces a claim, but 
demonstrates confused or unclear analysis of the texts, failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or 
opposing claims. It presents ideas inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis, making use of some 
evidence, and demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism. The essay exhibits inconsistent 
organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay which lacks a formal style, using 
imprecise language, and demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors that make 
comprehension difficult.  
 
 
Practice Paper B – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4 because the essay introduces a precise claim, and 
demonstrates an appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts as necessary to support the claim and to 
distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making 
adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis that is properly cited to avoid plagiarism. 
The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, establishing 
and maintaining a formal style through the use of precise and appropriate language and structure. The essay 
demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension. 
 
 
Practice Paper C – Score Level 6 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 6 because the essay introduces a precise and insightful 
claim, and demonstrates an in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas fully and 
thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support 
analysis that is properly cited to avoid plagiarism. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and 
information to create a cohesive and coherent essay that establishes and maintains a formal style, using 
sophisticated language and structure and demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors.  
 
 
Practice Paper D – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3 because the essay introduces a reasonable claim and 
demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to 
distinguish the claim from the counterclaim, presenting ideas sufficiently through the use of specific and 
relevant evidence that is properly cited. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information 
to create a coherent essay that establishes and maintains a formal style using precise and appropriate 
language and structure that demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors that do 
not hinder comprehension. Although holistically a Level 4, the essay addresses fewer texts than required 
by the task and can be scored no higher than a 3.  
 
 
Practice Paper E – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5 because the essay introduces a precise and thoughtful 
claim, demonstrating thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the 
claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective 
use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis and demonstrates proper citation of sources to 
avoid plagiarism. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and 
coherent essay while establishing and maintaining a formal style, using fluent and precise language and 
structure that demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors only when using 
sophisticated language.  
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Practice Paper F – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3 because it introduces a reasonable claim, 
demonstrating some analysis of the texts, but insufficiently distinguishing the claim from alternate or 
opposing claims. The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to 
support analysis while demonstrating inconsistent citation of sources in an attempt to avoid plagiarism. The 
essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay that establishes 
but fails to maintain a formal style , using primarily basic language and structure while demonstrating partial 
control of conventions that exhibit occasional errors that hinder comprehension.  
 

 




