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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘26 [53] 

 
Anchor Level 4–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (the way in which Americans build their baseball 
parks, shows a lot about their attitudes towards their cities) and a writing strategy (This central idea 
is conveyed and developed through the use of cause and effect format) that clearly establish the criteria 
for analysis. 

 The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of cause and effect formatting to 
develop the central idea (The author frames the idea that people wanted to escape their cities, as the 
cause for the reason why they’re built with little connection to their city  and  The author stated that 
people wanted to help heal their cities, as the cause, and the ballparks using a open dome system 
again, as the effect). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (the Astrodome … had “a roof that rendered the entire ball field interior 
space” … The reason why was because “these ballparks were generally built during the years after 
World War II to escape the city, or at least minimize any connection to it, and they were invariably 
suburban in concept if not geography”  and  3rd generation ballparks were “designed in the hope of 
weaving together an urban fabric” … As a result of this, the ballparks were “quite literally integrated 
into older urban neighborhoods, and returning it to the field of grass under the open sky”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits logical organization of ideas to create a cohesive and coherent response, with 
an opening paragraph that introduces the central idea that the building of baseball parks shows the way 
people viewed their cities  and  the writing strategy of cause and effect text structure, then provides 
one example of how second generation ballparks … were built in a way to minimize connections to 
their cities. A second paragraph gives another example of the writing strategy by explaining why 3rd 
generation ballparks were built differently and concludes with a restatement of the central idea.  

 The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (The 
roof of the Astrodome was built in a way that isolated the space from the rest of the city, but utilized 
methods that would create an illusion of the countryside in the stadium  and  During this period, people 
began having more pride in the city they lived in, and thus cared more about supporting it). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors (geography.” (Lines 23–
25) The; cities, as the cause; using a open dome system). 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘26 [57] 

 
Anchor Level 4–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (Throughout the text, the central idea that was 
most emphasized would be, Through shared values, communities can be united and people can be 
brought together) and a writing strategy of symbolism that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. 

 The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of symbolism to develop the 
central idea (Based on the evidence provided that it portrays how the ballpark isn’t just a ballpark but 
a place that implemented a sense of belonging and comfort  and  It is evident that ballparks also 
symbolize a benchmark in American history, for when people finally started to feel safe in their 
country).  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (it is known that “The baseball park was always a special kind of place” 
because it was able to “instill people with a greater sense that it belonged to them” so then it became 
a “key part of American public space” and  Although “we can see through baseball parks how 
Americans went from viewing their cities as central to the idea of community in the first decades of 
the twentieth centery” instead of continuing to try to “run away from them in the decades after World 
War II”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
response, with an opening paragraph that introduces the central idea and writing strategy followed by 
a paragraph that explains how this love for ballparks became an American sensation that symbolises 
unity, followed by a second paragraph that further expounds on the idea that through the shared love 
of ballparks many communities benefitted because it gave hope and a concluding statement that 
reiterates the central idea and strategy used.  

 The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (Not 
only did their technology advance but their communities formed deep connections that allowed a sense 
of unity; Additionally, symbolism was explicitly portrayed since we see how the ballpark stands for 
much more than just an ordinary ballpark, rather it symbolises unity  and  This depicts how the love 
of ballpark and the better versions of ballparks were specifially intended to unite people), although 
the response uses the ampersand symbol for “and” in one instance and toward communities instead of 
“on” in another. 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (technology advance 
but their; would be, Through shared; them” so then; provided that; American sensation, so it is clear; 
During this time period despair and sadness was; centery; World War II” the; these ballpark because 
it symbolizes; specifially) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘26 [60] 

 
Anchor Level 3–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (the changes behind the development of ball 
parks over the years seemed to take place after certain events such as World War II, but these changes 
to the ball parks also showcase the change in communities architectural taste, as well as, the change 
in how the community views the notion of public space and the nature of a place) and a writing strategy 
(The Author’s use of setting helps to make this point) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. 

 The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of setting to develop the central 
idea (the author uses setting to shows us that after the war, the people/community changed as it 
correlates to the creation of a suburban ball park. Unhappy with city life after the war, ball parks 
enclosed themselves and moved away from being a part of the city  and  Parks are again changing 
now … Although the setting is the same as 3rd generation, staying within the urban areas, the parks 
are changing the landscape of the urban areas by making it there own). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
(“set in a sea of parking, these ball parks were generally built during the years after World War II to 
escape the city….., and they were invariably suburban in concept if not in geography”  and  “But what 
is most important about the ball parks of the third generation is that most of them were designed in 
the hope of weaving together an urban fabric that had been broken, aspiring to use baseball to heal 
the city rather than run away from it”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, 
with an introductory paragraph that states a central idea, followed by the first of three body paragraphs 
which introduce setting as the literary strategy used to develop the central idea and examples of how 
setting is used to develop the idea that changes to ball parks showcase changes in communities’ taste 
and ideals (ball parks … are taking over cities … the new Atlanta ball park an “instant neighborhood 
of restaurants, condos, bars, and hotels in which everything, even the streets, is a part of a private 
development project”) and concludes with a reiteration of how setting supports the central idea. 

 The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (In 
other words as time progressed not only has the ball parks and the people changed, from a time of 
wanting to separate from problems, like in the previous generation, but 3rd generation ballparks 
strived to help urban areas thrive) with occasional imprecision (the people/community and This thus 
allows) which sometimes personifies ballparks (Unhappy with city life after the war, ball parks 
enclosed themselves and moved away from being a part of the city, shutting the city and all its problems 
out). 

 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (World war; 
communities architectural taste, as well as, the change; The Author’s; to shows; words as; changed, 
from; Lines 46–47; ball parks roles) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘26 [63] 

 
Anchor Level 3–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 
 

 The response introduces a clear central idea about comunity, as it relates to the development of three 
types of baseball parks, how they were made, the expectations behind the development and what it 
turned out to be and a writing strategy (The literary technique that Paul Goldbeger uses in this text is 
comparison) that establish the criteria for analysis.  

 The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of comparison to develop the 
central idea (He explaines how the third generation was different, following the “same” back ground 
because it was built after but with a different story and a different reason  and  By that we understand 
that different generations overcome expectations in a different way and reacts different). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
for each generation of ballparks (the first … “grew out of neighborhoods …  inextricably tied to their 
surroundings”; the second generation “is a different story: concrete bunkers, often circular, shaped 
not by the grid of urban streets but by a back ward glance to the ancient Colosseum”; “But what is 
most important about ballparks of the third generation is that most of them were designed in the hope 
of weaving together an urban fabric that generation been broken”) with some miscopying within 
quotations. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, 
by first identifying a central idea and writing strategy, followed by a discussion of each generation of 
ballparks to show comparison. The response concludes with a paragraph that summarizes how 
comparison is used to explain what are the background behind each monument, why the importance 
and how the community reacts towards it and how the connection develops the central idea. 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (He first talks about the 
first park, the first generation and the story behind; how it was built different; there was two things by 
the comparison that stayed the same). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (the Author; detroit, 
Later on he; explaines; after but; By that we; generations ... reacts; sence; there was two; same; The) 
that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a central idea (The central idea idea of this short story describes that anything 
can bring everyone together) and a writing strategy (person vs. society shows that literary element).  

 The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of the writing strategy to develop 
the central idea (people tried to cope with the war going on, they played baseball in a astrodome). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas inconsistently, inadequately, and inaccurately in an attempt to support 
analysis, by providing one inadequate example which attempts support of a man vs. society conflict 
(“Ball parks were generally bailt during the years after World War 2, to escape the city or at least 
minimize any connection to it”) and another inaccurate reference (It didnt matter where they played 
or who played with them. New ball parks were created around all the diffrent city’s). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent 
response with an opening paragraph that introduces a central idea and a writing strategy, a second 
paragraph that attempts to explain person vs. society conflict but moves from describing how baseball 
parks were where most people got together during the time of world war 2 to how some create teams 
with others. A third paragraph reiterates the central idea, which remains general (This shows that 
anything can bring anyone in no matter the situation). 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic, inappropriate, or imprecise (This short 
story … describes signs of person vs. society; Doesnt matter the situation; some ballparks out in the 
open, as the generation got older; can bring anyone in).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (Doesnt matter; 
generations. it; bailt; world war 2; going on, they played; a astrodome; didnt; diffrent city’s; contiue; 
anyone in no matter; when. it) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces an incomplete central idea (The central idea of this txt is that people 
reccommeded that It should be Baseball Parks in America) and a confused writing strategy (my point 
of veiw of this txt is). 

 The response demonstrates a minimal analysis of a confused writing strategy to develop the central 
idea (my point of veiw of this txt is we should have way more Ballparks in America becuse it good for 
the countrey). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas inconsistently, inadequately, and/or inaccurately in an attempt to support 
analysis, making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (“We can see thru Baseball Parks how 
Americans went from veiwing there cities as central idea of communty in the first decades of the 
twenteth century to wanting to run away from them before the decades after World War 2, and how 
we tried in our own time to use Baseball Parks to get our cities back) as it is not related to the central 
idea and miscopying within the quote leads to further confusion (before the decades after World 
War 2). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent 
response with a single paragraph that introduces an incomplete central idea and one text example about 
Baseball Parks, followed by minimal and confused analysis about ballparks being an ecscape place to 
go to run away from the wars and stuf. The response concludes with the mention of a literary device, 
point of view. However, it is misused to express an opinion (it good for the countrey) rather than 
develop the central idea. 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (The author use of writing 
is, talked about how they need to more Baseball Parks, evidences for “evidence”, there for “their”, 
and It not how it’s was from back in the day). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions (txt; reccommeded that It; Baseball 
Parks; author use; is They; thru; veiwing; communty; twenteth; “We can … get our cities back; The 
Just; day It; naborhood; maybey; ecscape; to they can; stuf. my; becuse; countrey) with some errors 
that hinder comprehension.  
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Anchor Level 1–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The response introduces a confused central idea (How much we treat oure cities todAy as it ever HAs 
in the past and How most plAces HAve been built by their coverment) and a confused writing strategy 
(The auAthor uses one writing strAdegy developes His ideA because the auAthor is showing us). 

 The response demonstrates minimal analysis of the author’s use of an incomplete writing strategy 
(showing) to develop a central idea (the auAthor is showing what HAd developed over the centrury). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents ideas inadequately and inaccurately (WAshington pArk in brooklyn and South 
ends ground in brooklyn and boston; Hope of weaving an urbin frabric  and  greatest of all americAn 
buildings types and it ReveAls as much as about How we treat it) in an attempt to support analysis as 
evidence presented is irrelevant in regard to the stated central idea and demonstrates miscopying of 
the text. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits little organization of ideas and information in a single paragraph that opens with 
a central idea and a confused writing strategy, followed by a brief mention of first genirations of 
ballparks and ballparks of the third generAtion, and concludes with a return to the incomplete writing 
strategy of showing, failing to create a coherent response.  

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (but what was the most important) and 
imprecise (as it ever HAs in the past; diesigned to Hope of weAving; our actions on the city; as much 
as about How). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with frequent errors (auAthor; stradegy; 
oure; coverment; genirAtions; liKE; WAshington pArk; South ends ground in brooklyn and boston, 
bAll parks’ of; on urbin frabric; torwds; So yes the author; does uses; develope; centrury) and random 
use of capitalization that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 1–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 
 

 The response introduces a confused central idea (a baseball statem would tell you how much the city 
cares) and a writing strategy (The auther use his langue to express his idea).  

 Although the response identifies langue as a literary element, it demonstrates no analysis of the 
author’s use of language to develop the central idea simply stating (This proves my statment). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 

 The response presents little evidence from the text beyond “The ball park is one of Americas greatest 
building”, which is unrelated to the stated central idea. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 
 

 The response exhibits little organization of ideas and information, first introducing a generalized 
writing strategy and central idea, then following up with “proof” from the text which is completely 
unrelated to the established central idea. 

 The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (They believed that a 
baseball statem would tell you how much the city cares). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 

 The response demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with frequent errors (litital elemnt; langue; 
auther use; his idea. About; openens on; The auther … They; statems. They; The text prove; quote 
“The; Americas greatest; statment) that make comprehension difficult. 

 
 
  



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘26 [72] 

Part 3 – Practice Paper – A



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ‘26 [73] 

Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 2  
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 2 because the response introduces a central idea 
and a writing strategy, demonstrating a superficial analysis of the author’s use of symbolism to develop 
the central idea while presenting ideas inconsistently and inadequately in an attempt to support analysis, 
making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of 
ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response while lacking a formal style and using language 
that is basic, imprecise, and demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors that hinder 
comprehension. 
 
 
Practice Paper B – Score Level 4  
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 4 because the response introduces a well-reasoned 
central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis, while demonstrating a 
thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of examples to develop the central idea. The response presents ideas 
clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis, while 
exhibiting logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response. The 
response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure, and 
demonstrates control of conventions with infrequent errors. 
 
 
Practice Paper C – Score Level 1 
Although the response has elements of a Level 3 and a Level 2 response, it can be scored no higher than 
a 1 because it is a personal response that makes little or no reference to the task or text. 
 
 
Practice Paper D – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3 because the response introduces a clear central 
idea and a writing strategy that establish the criteria for analysis although it demonstrates a superficial 
analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea. The response presents ideas sufficiently, 
making adequate use of relevant evidence, exhibiting acceptable organization of ideas and information to 
create a coherent response while lacking a formal style, using language that is basic and sometimes 
imprecise. The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors that do not 
hinder comprehension. 
 
 
Practice Paper E – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3 because the response introduces a clear central 
idea and a writing strategy that establish the criteria for analysis, demonstrating an appropriate analysis of 
the author’s use of metaphor to develop the central idea. The response presents ideas sufficiently, making 
adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis, while exhibiting acceptable organization of ideas 
and information to create a coherent response. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using 
appropriate language and structure and demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors 
that do not hinder comprehension.  
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Map to the Learning Standards 
Regents Examination in English Language Arts  

January 2026 

Question Type Credit Weight Standard 
1 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
2 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
3 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
4 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12)  
5 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
6 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
7 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
8 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
9 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 
10 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
11 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
12 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
13 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
14 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 
15 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
16 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 
17 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
18 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
19 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
20 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 
21 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 
22 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
23 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
24 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

Part 2 
Argument 

Essay 
Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
Part 3 

Expository 
Response 

Response 4 2 
RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2026 Regents
Examination in English Language Arts will be posted on the Department’s web
site at: https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations on
Tuesday, January 20, 2026. Conversion charts provided for previous administrations
of the Regents Examination in English Language Arts must NOT be used to
determine students’ fi nal scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the

test development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State
assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specifi c questions and
to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments.

2. Click Regents Examinations.

3. Complete the required demographic fi elds.

4. Select the test title from the Regents Examination dropdown list.

5. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

6. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form
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