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-demonstrate a superficial analysis of the
author’s use of the writing strategy to
develop the central idea

-demonstrate an appropriate analysis of
the author’s use of the writing strategy to
develop the central idea
-present ideas sufficiently, making
adequate use of relevant evidence to
support analysis

-exhibit acceptable organization of ideas
and information to create a coherent
response
-establish and maintain a formal style,
using appropriate language and structure

-demonstrate partial control of
conventions with occasional errors that
do not hinder comprehension

-demonstrate a thoughtful analysis of the
author’s use of the writing strategy to
develop the central idea

-present ideas clearly and consistently,
making effective use of specific and
relevant evidence to support analysis

-exhibit logical organization of ideas and
information to create a cohesive and
coherent response

-establish and maintain a formal style,
using precise language and sound
structure

-demonstrate control of the conventions
with infrequent errors

Command of Evidence: the
extent to which the response
presents evidence from the
provided text to support
analysis

Coherence, Organization,
and Style: the extent to which
the response logically
organizes complex ideas,
concepts, and information
using formal style and
precise language

x
x
x

-demonstrate emerging control of
conventions with some errors that hinder
comprehension

A response that is a personal response and makes little or no reference to the task or text can be scored no higher than a 1.
A response that is totally copied from the text with no original writing must be given a 0.
A response that is totally unrelated to the task, illegible, incoherent, blank, or unrecognizable as English must be scored as a 0.

Control of Conventions:
the extent to which the
response demonstrates
command of conventions of
standard English grammar,
usage, capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling

-lack a formal style, using language that
is basic, inappropriate, or imprecise

-exhibit inconsistent organization of ideas
and information, failing to create a
coherent response

-present ideas inconsistently,
inadequately, and/or inaccurately in an
attempt to support analysis, making use
of some evidence that may be irrelevant

-introduce a central idea and/or a writing
strategy

-introduce a clear central idea and a
writing strategy that establish the criteria
for analysis

-introduce a well-reasoned central idea
and a writing strategy that clearly
establish the criteria for analysis

Content and Analysis: the
extent to which the response
conveys complex ideas and
information clearly and
accurately in order to
respond to the task and
support an analysis of the
text

2
Responses at this Level:

4
Responses at this Level:

3
Responses at this Level:

Criteria

New York State Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core)
Part 3 Rubric
Text Analysis: Exposition
1
Responses at this Level:

-are minimal, making assessment of
conventions unreliable

-are minimal, making assessment
unreliable
-demonstrate a lack of control of
conventions with frequent errors that
make comprehension difficult

-use language that is predominantly
incoherent, inappropriate, or copied
directly from the task or text

-exhibit little organization of ideas and
information

-present little or no evidence from the text

-demonstrate a minimal analysis of the
author’s use of the writing strategy to
develop the central idea

and/or

-introduce a confused or incomplete
central idea or writing strategy
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4–A
The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (Through his choice of words, the author demonstrates Joseph’s paralyzed
physical state and the obstacles and frustrations that accompany his efforts to communicate through typing) and a writing strategy (the
author’s diction allows for him to express strong emotions related to the struggles of the main character) that clearly establish the
criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of diction to develop the central idea (The
emotions and descriptions expressed by the author’s diction are used to reflect the initial inability of the boy to properly express
himself at all). The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support
analysis (The use of the word “savage” makes it seem as though the world is naturally unaccepting, violent, and largely cruel and He
finds himself feeling “encouragement” and “enlightenment,” although the fact that he is “desparately, delightfully wrong” in his selfdoubt shows how some of the former negative emotions have not quite left him). The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and
information by first introducing both the central idea and writing strategy, then discussing specific examples of the author’s use of
diction throughout the text, and concluding with a sophisticated summation of the central idea (The author’s diction leads the reader
through the boy’s struggle and breakthrough, but his word choice also defines the harshness of the “socially constructed barriers”
that the boy had to climb and the exhaustion that lingers beyond his first triumph) to create a cohesive and coherent response. The
response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (The verbs used in this sentence enhance
the deeply negative and isolated state the boy finds himself trapped in). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with
infrequent errors (therefre and desparately).
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Anchor Level 4–B
The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (The author chronicles Joseph’s struggles with his everlasting paralysis and
overwhelming muscle spasms) and a writing strategy (The author is able to describe the condition that Joseph is in through extensive
use of imagery) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of
imagery to develop the central idea (The use of imagery throughout is essential to developing the narrative and giving a true feel of the
monumental accomplishment typing a few letters on the keyboard really is). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate
use of relevant evidence to support analysis (A sense of the frustration Joseph feels is imparted to the reader by a description of his
great legs that “collapse like a house of cards under me” and when he nods to the keyboard “great spasms gripped him rigid and sent
his simple nod into a farcical effort which ran to each and every one of his limbs”). The response exhibits logical organization of ideas
and information by first discussing the central idea and how the author uses description to emphasize the true importance of Joseph’s
accomplishment, then devoting the second paragraph to the author’s use of imagery, and concluding with a summation of the analysis
to create a cohesive and coherent response. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound
structure (The passage recounts the initial difficulties while culminating in Joseph’s triumph and The author is able to elicit a sense of
pity for Joseph). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors (accomplishment the author, importance
the reader, body the story).
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Anchor Level 3–A
The response introduces a clear central idea (The author was trying to really get across the fact that the boy is really struggling with
his body) and a writing strategy (To achieve this sense of struggle, the author of this text uses personification) that establish the criteria
for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of personification to develop the central idea (Fate
is an inanimate idea or concept. The author makes it “come to life” and He couldn’t speak and explain himself so he blamed it on
fate). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis [“But fate was listening
and fate it was that had frozen his freedom,” and Fate also “denied him the power to nod and hit the keys” (lines 22 and 23). His
muscle spasms didn’t allow him complete “freedom” to his body]. The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and
information to create a coherent response by stating the central idea and discussing how personification supports that idea (it [fate]
listened and did the exact opposite of what he had wanted and He wanted to nod but instead he was kept from doing so). The response
establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (Not only does he struggle, but his mother struggles
to accept the fact that her son is not “normal” and never will be). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with
infrequent errors (use … used and text, The).
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3–B
The response introduces a clear central idea (everything has its’ way of success, so do not give up until you reach it) and a writing
strategy (Through this conflict of paralyzation, the author impacts his readers) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response
demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of conflict to develop the central idea [his body acts the opposite and can’t
stop moving. Therefore it is hard for him to communicate by other means like sign language and The author uses this conflict (literary
element) to impact the reader]. The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis
(This passage describes the struggles of a crippled boy who cannot speak and After many tries the young boy … “could type. He could
freely hit the keys…”). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by first
introducing the writing strategy and the central idea, followed by a discussion of the conflict, and concluding with a paragraph that
summarizes how the writing strategy supports the central idea (In the end, the author used the success and conflict of the boy to
disclose a message of perserverance to his readers). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language
and structure (He attempts to communicate with others by means of writing but continuously fails), although there is some language use
that is imprecise (endure your obstacles and effect for “affect”). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with
occasional errors (its’; Therefore it; perserveres; says “Together; success due) that do not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C

Anchor Level 3–C
The response introduces a clear central idea (how truly difficult it is for this boy to live with the hardships’ of being severely braindamaged) and a writing strategy (The author often uses’ imagery) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an
appropriate analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea (The author uses’ imagery by putting himself in the
crippled boy’s shoes’ and using the five senses’ to explain the violent outbursts’ that occur often and are uncontrollable). The response
presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (The author also uses’ this literary element to
explain how hard it was for the boy’s typing-teacher to calm him down. When he had one of his spasms’ and He so desperately wanted
to get out of his head. and since he was unable to speak or hold a pencil without throwing it across the room). The response exhibits
acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by introducing the central idea and writing strategy in
the introductory paragraph, followed by a paragraph that illustrates the use of imagery, and ending with a reiteration of the central idea
(how truly difficult it was for this crippled boy to perform very simple tasks). The response establishes and maintains a formal style,
using appropriate language and structure (In this text, a paralyzed brain-damaged boy tries to overcome his disability and Throughout
the text, the author thoroughly describes’ how violent this boy can be). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions
with some errors (disability; and; hardships’; describes’; be. When; student; and; room; the; disability. He) that hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Level 2–A
The response introduces a central idea (you should never give up at achieving the goal you are so pashonate for) and a writing strategy
(the author uses Joseph’s point of view to show us how hard and difficult it was for him to use his type writer). The response
demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of point of view to develop the central idea (Joseph wants to be able to move so
he can achieve his goal but he also wants to feel normal too). The response presents ideas inadequately in an attempt to support
analysis [Joseph (paralyzed boy) wanted so hard to be able to use a type writer … his body would not allow him to]. The response
exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, stating the central idea in the first paragraph, briefly developing the
author’s use of point of view in the second paragraph, and concluding with an alternate interpretation, stating that Joseph doesn’t need
to be normal to achieve his goal and the author wants to make the reader know that, failing to create a coherent response. The response
lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (In the text a disabled boy wants to learn … but he had trouble doing that because he
was paralized). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (paralized, pashonate, conqer, hes,
relizes) that do not hinder comprehension.

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’15

[66]

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’15

[67]

Anchor Level 2–B
The response introduces a central idea (a young boy who is struggling through life because of uncontrollable situations and how it is
affecting his everyday life but overcomes it). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop
the central idea (The author developed their work through imagery to depict exactly how the young boy struggled and to nod and hit
the keys with his head-mounted pointer). The response presents ideas inadequately in an attempt to support analysis (The young boy
failed by writing so attempted to suceed by using a typewriter and Through encouragement he tested himself and typed). The response
exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, providing a central idea in the opening paragraph and attempting to support
it through general statements in the second paragraph, mentioning imagery but not supporting it, then concluding by stating she guided
him to keep pushing and not to give up, failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is
inappropriate and imprecise (The young boy goes through stuff; Of all, what he suffers; don’t let it interfere you). The response
demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (making him looking like, this is just a few, author … their work,
suceed, to power, Eva … his body she) that hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2–C
The response introduces a confused central idea (Together Eva & Joseph would struggle to get Joseph to his normal life) and an
incomplete writing strategy that is not introduced until the conclusion (The theme is that he had to struggle alot in order to suceed.
Don’t give up, try hard and you will get what you want). The response demonstrates a minimal analysis of the author’s use of theme
through a brief reference to the idea of succeeding (After all he could breath a little easier and now he could move his hands. He even
could move a little and smile). The response repeats the idea of the struggle but does not sufficiently analyze it. The response presents
ideas inadequately and inaccurately in an attempt to support the analysis (Joseph was climbing a Mountain when suddenly he had an
accident and he was paralyzed and now he could move his hands). The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and
information, beginning with a factually incoherent opening statement, followed by a second paragraph that refers to Joseph’s struggle,
and concluding with a suggestion (Don’t give up, try hard and you will get what you want), failing to create a coherent response. The
response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (damage & its effects; he was really mad at himself, But it was
non’s fault; the responsability of getting well soon was on him). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some
errors (non’s Fault, mother give up, that ss, responsability) that hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A
The response introduces a central idea (He is trying to portray the need to help the needy) and a writing strategy (theme). The response
demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of theme to develop the central idea (Eva represents this through a literary
device of the theme where she is comforting the cripled boy throughout) and includes a misidentification of the genre (the poem).
The response is minimal, making assessment of coherence, organization, and style unreliable. The response is minimal, making
assessment of conventions unreliable.
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B
The response does not introduce a central idea and only mentions a writing strategy. The response demonstrates a minimal analysis of
the author’s use of point of view to develop a central idea, only stating that the passage really uses the literary element of point of view.
The response presents no evidence from the text. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, first
lamenting the condition of handicapped individuals and then providing a personal reaction to those who are handicapped, failing to
create a coherent response based on the task and text. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (It’s
horrible that someone people, a handicap disability, Their’s). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional
errors (a handicap friend, being handicap, horrible but) that do not hinder comprehension. The response is a personal response,
making little reference to the task and text, and therefore, can be scored no higher than a 1.
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 3

Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3.

Practice Paper B – Score Level 1

Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1.

Practice Paper C – Score Level 4

Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4.

Practice Paper D – Score Level 0

Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 0.

Practice Paper E – Score Level 2

Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2.
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Map to the Common Core Learning Standards
Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core)
June 2015
Question
Type
Credit Weight
Standard
1
MC
1
1
RL.4 (11-12)
2
MC
1
1
RL.5 (11-12)
3
MC
1
1
L.4 (11-12)
4
MC
1
1
RL.6 (11-12)
5
MC
1
1
RL.4(11-12)
6
MC
1
1
RL.3 (11-12)
7
MC
1
1
RL.3 (11-12)
8
MC
1
1
RL.2 (11-12)
9
MC
1
1
RL.6 (11-12)
10
MC
1
1
RL.3 (11-12)
11
MC
1
1
RL.4 (11-12)
12
MC
1
1
L.4 (11-12)
13
MC
1
1
RL.4 (11-12)
14
MC
1
1
RL.2 (11-12)
15
MC
1
1
RI.2 (11-12)
16
MC
1
1
RI.4 (11-12)
17
MC
1
1
RI.4 (11-12)
18
MC
1
1
RI.2 (11-12)
19
MC
1
1
RI.3 (11-12)
20
MC
1
1
L.5 (11-12)
21
MC
1
1
RI.5 (11-12)
22
MC
1
1
RI.2 (11-12)
23
MC
1
1
L.4 (11-12)
24
MC
1
1
RI.6 (11-12)
Part 2
RI.1–6&10(11–12)
Argument
Essay
6
4
W.1, 4&9(11–12)
Essay
L.1–6(11–12)
Part 3
RI.1–6&10(11–12)
Expository Response
W.2, 4&9(11–12)
4
2
Response
L.1–6(11–12)
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2015 Regents
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) will be posted on the Department’s
web site at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ by Thursday, June 25, 2015.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development
process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:
1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’15

[82]

