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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4–A 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and writing strategy (In the excerpt, the author effectively uses positive diction to 

convey his infactuation with the town of Charleston) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates a 

thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of positive diction to develop the central idea (This diction clearly demonstrates that the author 

is charmed by the city and finds it breathtaking and The use of these words also reveals the author’s appreciation of its beauty as well 

as the author’s infactuation with the lovely town). The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific 

and relevant evidence to support analysis (The incorporation of the words “enchanting,” “charm,” “awed,” and “self satisfied,” 

allows the author to illustrate a picturesque scenery and to create a magnificent setting and Because the author once again uses words 

with positive connotations like “proud,” “pretty,” and “pleasure,” he demonstrates his love and value of the city). The response 

exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response by first introducing both the central 

idea and writing strategy, then presenting examples of positive diction which support the central idea, and concluding with a reiteration 

of the central idea (The author effectively uses positive diction to reveal his infactuation of Charleston and its beauty). The response 

establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (The author appreciates and admires the “lures of 

attractiveness” and “delicate beauty” of Charleston and the incorporation of positive diction of the “gods” and the “Garden of Eden” 

elevates the town to a higher, more heavenly state). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors 

(infactuation and connotations, which adds). 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4–B 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy (To enhance the reader’s knowledge of Charleston, the 

author uses personification in the passage) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates a thoughtful 

analysis of the author’s use of personification to develop the central idea (The city’s vigor and distinctive qualities are explained 

through personification). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 

(Charleston is described as having its own “heartbeat” and “fingerprint” and the author lauds the city for tolerating “eccentricity and 

bemusement”). The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response by first 

introducing both the central idea and writing strategy, then discussing specific examples of the author’s use of personification, and 

concluding with a reiteration of the central idea (The reader’s understanding of the narrator is enhanced through the use of 

personification). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (When something 

has a heartbeat, it has life). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors (corteous and Mansion on the 

River). 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – A
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Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea and a writing strategy that establish the criteria for analysis (In the text, the author uses the 

theme of “retaining one’s roots” to develop his central idea that one should never forget where they come from). The response 

demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of theme to develop the central idea (The author is proud to be a native of the 

city … The author sticks to his roots to discover his meaning in life and His personality and his being were created around Charleston). 

The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (the author tells us about his love 

for Charleston … a city of growth and discovery and he says, “The city’s two rivers … have flooded and shaped all the days of my life). 

The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by first introducing the strategy and 

central idea, then proceeding to exemplify and explain how the theme supports the central idea, and concluding with a summation (In 

conclusion, the author believes one should embrace and take pride in their roots.) The response establishes and maintains a formal style, 

using appropriate language and structure (The author has taken his life in Charleston and made it a part of who he is as a person). The 

response demonstrates control of conventions with infrequent errors (one … they and one … their). 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – B

 

Anchor Level 3–B 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (In the text, the controlling idea of obsescion is shown. It shows how a native boy has such 

a passion for his city, Charleston, South Carolina) and a writing strategy (imagery) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response 

demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea (He describes this beautiful hometown 

of a native boy that has a passion for his birthplace and which allows you to picture a boy admiring the beautiful view that Charleston 

allows him to see). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (For 

example, the text states, “… a town so pretty it makes your eyes ache with pleasure …”, which shows how breathtaking the town is to 

the boy and For example, the text states, “From it’s highest branches, I surveyed …” This allows you to picture the cloudy red sunset 

of Charleston in your mind). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by 

first establishing and showing evidence for the central idea (it can be seen how the native boy in the text has and will always have a 

love for his hometown, Charleston), then discussing how the author uses imagery to develope the central idea, providing two examples 

from the text as support, and concluding with a summation. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate 

language and structure (To conclude, it can be seen how the author uses imagery to develope the central idea). The response 

demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (obsescion; pleasure …”,; bred.”, this; reason of the boy; author, 

uses; develope; it’s) that do not hinder comprehension. 



Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C

Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (He appreciates the fact that he is from this town. He describes that he feels happy and 

calm from where he comes from) and a writing strategy (tone) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an 

appropriate analysis of the author’s use of tone to develop the central idea (In the text the author’s use of tone is very engaging and 

proud of the town of Charleston, South Carolina). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence 

to support analysis (The author even compares himself to Charleston and He is explaining how sometimes in his life he ran into dead 

ends … But other times he shined as bright as a diamond in his life. Like Charleston). The response exhibits acceptable organization of 

ideas and information to create a coherent response by first establishing and then demonstrating the central idea of the narrator’s 

engagement with, and pride in, Charleston as seen through the author’s use of tone, concluding with a summative paragraph that states 

how the tone of the author basically sets the whole idea of this passage. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic 

(He describes all the town’s good qualities and has nothing bad to say about it), inappropriate (he does over exaggerate about how 

great it is), and imprecise (he feels happy and calm from where he comes from, Charleston shined with the mansions he had, po apart 

of him, his tone of voice). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (it. Though he does; his 

opinion, every person; dead ends. Like Charleston; states “he did not have a friend of my own age” he) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – A
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The response introduces a central idea (The central idea of this passage could be entitled as the beauty of the hometown) and a writing 

strategy (The author uses simile to portray the central idea of the beauty of the hometown). The response demonstrates a superficial 

analysis of the author’s use of simile to develop the central idea (The author is comparing the beauty of Charleston to the beauty of a 

shell). The response presents ideas inadequately in an attempt to support analysis (thrughout the passage the author is discussing 

different examples that portray Charleston’s beauty). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create 

a coherent response by introducing the central idea in the introductory paragraph, followed by a paragraph that illustrates the use of 

simile, and ending with a reiteration of the central idea and strategy (the author of this passage uses simile to support the central idea 

about the beauty of the hometown). The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (on for “in” lines and As you can 

see) and imprecise (as examples to really portray). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors 

(the author discusses about; it says.“I; thrughout; it’s beauty) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The response introduces a central idea (The main idea in this story is about a boy growng up in Charlestown South Carolina) and a 

writing strategy (The author uses setting in his story when talking about charlestown). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis 

of the author’s use of setting to develop the central idea (It was very scenic at his place in Charlestown). The response presents ideas 

inadequately (And the Ashley and Cooper shaped all day of his life on the peninsula) and inaccurately (As in the city he could only 

charm cobras out of blankets) in an attempt to support analysis. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and 

information, stating a central idea in the opening sentence and attempting to support it through examples that relate to setting but do not 

specifically support the central idea, then concluding by stating the setting and childhood will always stay with him, failing to create a 

coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is imprecise (The main idea in this story is about a boy, very 

good childhood, it effected him). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (Charlestown; there, he 

could go; about charlestown for example “my soul … and river swollen; shaped all day; fingerprint meaning) that hinder 

comprehension. 



Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’16 [74]

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The response introduces an incomplete central idea (He used Charleston to show how importent the city was the author) and an 

incomplete writing strategy (He has also used repetion to express the feeling and have clear statements). The response demonstrates a 

minimal analysis of the author’s use of repetition to develop a central idea (The author used Charleston repetitive because he wanted to 

make it clear that the city was very importent). The response presents ideas inadequately in an attempt to support the analysis (The 

author use alot of, “Charleston.”). The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, introducing a writing 

strategy in the opening paragraph and attempting to establish a central idea by reiterating throughout the response that the author 

repeats “Charleston” frequently, then concluding with a statement vaguely referring to the central idea, failing to create a coherent 

response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is inappropriate and imprecise (The author use alot of, the city was the 

author, The author used it alot to express the feelings of how character felt about it). The response demonstrates emerging control of 

conventions with some errors (puropose, author use alot, used Charleston repetitive, importent) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The response introduces a central idea (When your interested in something don’t give up) and demonstrates a minimal and confused 

analysis of the author’s use of irony to develop the central idea (her father wanted her to go to big colleges but shewas interested in 

plants which is ironic). The response presents little evidence from the text. That which is used is inaccurate (This is significant beeause 

she ends up not even being a planter but a person who had to take mug shots). The response exhibits little organization of ideas and 

information, moving from the idea of not giving up to interest in plants to naming rivers to taking mug shots. The response lacks a 

formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (mentioned, her father and big colleges). The response demonstrates emerging 

control of conventions with some errors (your, whos, shewas, resedent, planter but) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The response introduces a writing strategy (the author used a specific literary technique also known as characterization). The response 

presents no evidence from the text to support this stating only that the author uses specific details to show the kind of person that the 

character is. The response exhibits little organization of ideas and no information from the text. The response is minimal, making 

assessment of conventions unreliable. 



Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 2 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 4 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 1 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 2 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 
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Map to the Common Core Learning Standards 

Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) 

June 2016 

 
Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

2 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

3 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

4 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12)  

5 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

6 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

7 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

8 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

9 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

10 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

11 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

12 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

13 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

14 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

15 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

16 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

17 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

18 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

19 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

20 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

21 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

22 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

23 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

24 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

Part 2 

Argument 

Essay 

Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 

Part 3 

Expository 

Response 

Response 4 2 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2016 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) will be posted on the Department’s
web site at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day of the examination. 
Conversion charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination
in English Language Arts (Common Core) must NOT be used to determine students’
final scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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