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Anchor Level 3–A 
 
The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Protective headgear should be mandatory for 
soccer players because it has shown to be affective at reducing the risk of concusions). The essay 
demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts (It may not eliminate them completely but its 
important to make sure that some protection is there), as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish 
the claim from alternate or opposing claims (He’s right, although some say “there’s little scientific 
research showing these headbands prevent concusions”). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making 
adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (U.S. soccer player, Ali Krieger wears 
headgear because she knows what it’s like to suffer a concusion and FIFA reserchers … “outfitted crash 
test dummies heads with varous types of soccer headgear. Early studies had shown … that the headgear 
reduced peak linear acceleration by a third”). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to 
avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, by identifying line numbers 
but not always clarifying texts [(Text 1) Lines 12–13 says and (lines 8–9)]. The essay exhibits acceptable 
organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, first introducing a claim emphasizing that 
some sports come with an extra layer of risk and that protective equipment is available to reduce those 
risks, then moving to three body paragraphs supplying evidence to support the need for mandatory 
headgear and identifying support for why it works, then concluding that some protection is better than no 
protection. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and 
structure (Her reasonably priced headgear, made by Unequal, has opened the door to a discusion about 
why headgear is important). The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional 
errors (what ever; concusions; important especially; kids. (Text 1); woman’s; coarch; reserchers; dummies 
heads; varous; its important; sould) that do not hinder comprehension. The essay addresses fewer texts 
than required by the task and can be scored no higher than a 3. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3–B 
 
The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (I don’t think it should be manditory for 
them to were the headgears). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (The reason they say that 
is because if you are a coach you will be trying to get the best from your players and If the equipment you 
use has a chance to cause more injury … the idea should be burned), but insufficiently distinguishes the 
claim from alternate or opposing claims (Coaches who already make their player were the headband say 
“it is poppycock”). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to 
support analysis (“Athletes may become more agressive knowing that they have an extra layer of 
protection and “In one experiment, held by FIFA researchers shot balls from a mechanical launcher … 
made little to no difference to the movements of his head”). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of 
sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, identifying only the 
text (in article 1 and text 3) but not providing the line numbers and sometimes misquoting evidence. The 
essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, with an 
opening paragraph that introduces the claim, three paragraphs that support the claim (if they are not 
lessening the movement … what would the point be in making it manditory), and a brief conclusion that 
reiterates that mandating headgear should be a resounding no. The essay establishes but fails to maintain a 
formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (One reason I think not is because of what is 
stated in article 1 and In all it comes down to the individual player if they want to were it or not) with 
some inexact words (were for “wear” and headgears for “headgear”). The essay demonstrates emerging 
control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (manditory, helmates, gaurds, like soccer but still I, 
their player were, cuncusion, therefor, and the final, whos, more injury than without the idea, In all it 
comes, not but as) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 
 
The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (In soccer I think they should have head 
bands, why well because what if there is a concussion). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts 
(This is why I agree with the concussion band because its safe and it can save you’re life), but 
insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (This quote means just because 
wearing a protection band doesnt mean that its going to protect you well well, like Im sure you’ll be 
injured bad but you wont die). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (“A competitive 16-year-old soccer player, Lauren Skeen was leaping for a 
head ball when she craked into the head of an opposing player. It was her second such collision, and this 
time she fell into a grand mal seizure” and “Despite the frequecy of those of injuries in soccer, you wont 
see many international pros wearing gear that might prevent a concussion — reinforced headbands”). 
The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct 
quotes and paraphrased material, citing three texts, but not all being properly punctuated or having line 
references, and some being quoted inaccurately (In the text 1 it and In text 2 it). The essay exhibits some 
organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, consisting of an opening 
paragraph that introduces the claim and counterclaim, followed by a paragraph that exemplifies support of 
the claim and then one that briefly addresses a counterclaim, and concluding with a restatement of the basis 
for the claim (In this text I read about protection like head gear is safe for sports, how it will help while a 
game is going on). The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is inappropriate (well well, like 
Im sure) and imprecise (In this quote it talks about how she craked into head while doing a head ball and 
fell and into a seizure and In the text it talks about how the types of injuries in soccer). The essay 
demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (bands, why; what if … 
concussion.; agressive; a extra; dont; craked; its; you’re life; frequecy; doesnt; you well; Im; wont) that 
make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 
 
The essay introduces a claim, as directed by the task (headgear … looks more safe but it’s not needed). 
The essay demonstrates confused and unclear analysis of the texts (the doctors say it doesn’t help for 
reguler safety but it helps for big truama), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing 
claims. The essay presents ideas inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis (there were a group of 
parents that sued to force the wearing of head gear. This is because parents are always way to protective), 
making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (Jeff Skeen … would lose money on making new types 
of helmets just because his daughter had some concutions). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of 
sources (text 3 lines 5–12, text 4, text 13), excluding line numbers in one instance and replacing the text 
number with the line number in another. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and 
information, failing to create a coherent essay, by first comparing car bumpers and headgear and stating 
neither can support hard crashes, then transitioning to a second paragraph that supplies text support that 
disproves the claim, moves to a third paragraph that presents a new argument about overly nervous parent 
and concludes with a restatement of the claim (But really the head gear just looks safe and doesn’t need to 
be used) and a contradiction of the initial analysis (the headgear doesn’t stop little conclussions so it 
doesn’t help). The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is inappropriate or imprecise (hard 
bangs, big truama, other things, were for “was”, to for “too”, there kids, Most don’t get). The essay 
demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (sichological; safe, and; But … 
for a minute you; reguler, truama, Jeff Skeen a parent … concotions would) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 
The essay introduces a claim (I tink socer player Should NOT use hedgear cause it be dificult to play socer 
w/the hedgear). The essay demonstrates confused and unclear analysis of the texts (womans can use the 
hedband because they help to hold womans hair so they can run better), failing to distinguish the claim 
from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas inconsistently in an attempt to support analysis 
(it be dificult to play socer w/ the hedgear … they help to hold womans hair so they can run better), 
making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (the player may become more aggresive). The essay 
demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased 
material (According to the tex 1 and On Line 35–40). The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas 
and information, using a single paragraph to prove that headgear would make playing soccer dificult but 
then disproving this claim with an example from Text 1, then providing an irrelevant quote that speaks to 
aggressive playing. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is inappropriate and imprecise 
(cause for “because”, According to the tex 1, so they can run better, there for “their”, and for “an”, xtra). 
The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (tink; socer; player; 
hedgear … it be; dificult; tex; womans can; Face on Line; theres; some ones; said. the) that make 
comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–C 
 
The essay does not introduce a claim. The essay presents confused or unclear analysis of the texts (There 
are many arguement about if soccore players should wear protective head bands or not), failing to 
distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas inconsistently (According 
to article 1 … it does still reduce the chance of a concussion), in an attempt to support analysis. The essay 
demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when paraphrasing material (article 1 pg 3). The 
essay exhibits little organization of ideas and information, introducing a single inconclusive statement 
about mandatory soccer headgear, followed by a brief summary of a quote from Text 1 in paragraph two, 
and concluding with another paragraph stating there is many different article and opinions on soccer 
headgear and leaving it to the reader to decide. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is 
inappropriate or imprecise (if for “whether”, pg, a little bit of, is for “are”, to be honest). The essay 
demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (arguement, soccore, article 1 pg 
3, manditory, not it can be) that make comprehension difficult. 



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — v202 [47]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A 
 
The essay does not introduce a claim, stating that contact sports can be very dangerous and some think 
that we can do even more to protect ourselves, and does not demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay 
presents no evidence from the texts and does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent 
organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay, consisting of an opening 
paragraph that discusses concussions when playing contact sports and a second paragraph which discusses 
the serious injuries caused by contact sports. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is 
inappropriate (can lead you down the road of trouble and concussions are just some little head injury). The 
essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (everyday, Sometimes and 
contact sports contact sports) that do not hinder comprehension. The essay is a personal response, making 
little reference to the task or texts, and can be scored no higher than a 1. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B 
 
The essay does not introduce a claim, stating that headgear should be worn whenever sports are being 
played and does not demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay presents little or no evidence from the 
texts, stating that This could save player from major to minor injuries that sports come with. The essay 
does not make use of citations. The essay is minimal, consisting of two sentences, making assessment of 
coherence, organization, and style unreliable. The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions 
unreliable.  
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 
 
 
Practice Paper B – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5. 
 
 
Practice Paper C – Score Level 1 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 1. 
 
 
Practice Paper D – Score Level 6 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 6. 
 
 
Practice Paper E – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 
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