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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A

 
Anchor Level 4–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (Failing to apply lessons previously learned to 
new situations is part of the passage to adulthood) and a writing strategy (Tracy Smith forewarns the 
reader of this central idea using the literary device of foreshadowing) that clearly establish the criteria 
for analysis.  

• The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of foreshadowing to develop the 
central idea (The resulting damage to Mr. Gus’ hand should have been a red flag to the narrator, 
leading her to approach animals with caution and That “shadow of terror” cast upon the beautiful 
image of the farm should have been a forewarning to the narrator; had her passage to adulthood been 
more perfect, this lesson would have been learned ahead of time; she failed to apply her brothers’ 
lesson). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (Finally, the narrator has grown up, “I felt betrayed, stunned by this first 
taste of cruelty. It was my first collision with the world’s solid fist.” The central idea is apparent in 
this moment; and even when they told the story years later, there remained a shadow of terror just 
beneath their laughter.” This anecdote, on its face, bears a striking resemblance to the narrator’s own 
story). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
response, with an opening paragraph that introduces a central idea focusing on learning a lesson and 
a significant literary technique … of foreshadowing, followed by one paragraph that discusses the 
development of a central idea and another that examines the author’s use of foreshadowing in 
developing this central idea. 

• The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure 
(Ironically, the narrator also applied this childish interpretation of the mother cow’s personality to 
the calf, proceeding to initiate a game of tag, not realizing that the mother cow’s relative calm may 
have been  coming from the fact that the calf was more than capable of protecting herself and Even 
before the narrator witnessed first-hand the violence of the animal kingdom, the narrator references 
her older brothers’ experience learning the same painful lesson). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates control of conventions with infrequent errors. 
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Anchor Level 4–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establish the 
criteria for analysis (Smith uses symbollism to emphasize the value she has for both her mother and 
the relationship they have).  

• The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of symbolism to develop the 
central idea (This realization illustrates the timeless quality of the jam. No matter when she was eating 
it, it would always reflects her longstanding relationship with her mother and Ultimately, the symbol 
of the jam holds many memories for the narrator, memories of the time shared with her mother). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (Every summer she would make this special jam, that would be spooned 
on her toast no matter the time of year and The narrator comes to realize that so much of what the 
jam’s “were made of was her”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
response, with an opening paragraph that introduces the writing strategy of symbolism and a central 
idea that focuses on the mother-daughter relationship, followed by a paragraph that discusses how 
Smith uses jam as a symbol of her mother, and a concluding paragraph of summation (This symbol 
highlights the importance of family relationships). 

• The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (She 
emphasizes the impact this trip has on her and the endless memories it brings from past to present and 
For the audience it evokes pathos because it allows them to reflect on the importance a singular object 
can hold).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (of Ordinary Light; 
symbollism; jam, that; jam’s; would … reflects; re-curring; how those memories on) that do not hinder 
comprehension.  
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Anchor Level 3–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a clear central idea (a central idea was to not trust everything) and a writing 
strategy (the author used point of view to develop the text) that establish the criteria for analysis.  

• The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of point of view to develop the 
central idea (it helped the reader understand what was going through the narrator’s head … like when 
she said, “This is for me”, this shows how much she enjoys watching the animals and that her trust is 
building and point of view lets the readers experience what it was like to be kicked by the calf. She 
says she felt “betrayed” … She’s lost her trust). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
(“I knew that I knew them, understood their bond, and that they knew me, too” and “… the calf was 
lowering her two hind legs back to the ground and casting a quick look over shoulder as she pranced 
off”). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, 
with an opening paragraph that introduces the central idea and examples of the narrator being too 
trusting (She believed they had a similar relationship to her and her mom … she let her trust gain 
control and She believed they had this connection. But that wasn’t true) and a second paragraph that 
focuses on how point of view developed the idea that when she let her trust take over, it didn’t turn 
out well.   

• The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (The 
narrator of the story believed she felt an immediate connection to the cows and When she began to run 
towards the cows, she had no regrets).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates control of conventions with infrequent errors (her”, and, “I knew; 
narrator’s). 
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Anchor Level 3–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a clear central idea (The Central Idea of the text is that there would always 
be unexpexted cruelty in this world) and a writing strategy (A literary device used in the text is Irony) 
that establish the criteria for analysis.  

• The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of irony to develop the central 
idea (The auther use of irony devolps the central idea because in the world people will expext good 
things but in the end they could end up reciving unexpected crulty).  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis 
(I dashed after the calf laughing, wanting … to step into their version of the langueges my mother and 
I spoke … Then before I could tell myself what happend … I was doubled into myself clutching my 
stomoche which throbed and burned where the calf’s hooves had struck me”), although there is some 
miscopying within the quote.  

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, 
with an opening paragraph that discusses the events that lead to the central idea (She saw a calf and 
ran towards it forgeting about the crul chicken before only to be kicked) and introduces a writing 
strategy (Irony). The second paragraph discusses how irony supports the central idea (This shows Irony 
because you were expecting her to run and play with the calf but she was hit in the the stomoche 
insted).  

• The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (As 
they were walking in the clearing she saw a cow that reminded her of her mother who was calm and 
strong and She felt a feeling of betrayal stunned by the cruelty). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (mr gus’s; remaniced; 
walking she; stoped; agressive; wathing; clearing she; forgeting; crul; Cental Idea; unexpexted; is 
Irony; auther; by stating “So; langueges; happend; stomoche; throbed; insted; auther use; devolps; 
good things but) that hinder comprehension.  

 
 
  



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ‘24 [66] 

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – A



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ‘24 [67] 

 
Anchor Level 2–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a central idea (The main idea was that there was a family that visited a ranch) 
and a writing strategy (A conflict in the text was that the author said that he was playing with a young 
calf ).  

• The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of conflict to develop the central 
idea (This means that you can have fun with anything with a animal, a person or a family member and 
them things can get around). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas inconsistently, inadequately, and inaccurately in an attempt to support 
analysis (He was having fun with the young calf and playing around. Him and his mother were talking 
about the joy and the loved been around the calf ).  

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent 
response with an opening paragraph that identifies a detail of the setting (a tour around the ranch) as 
a central idea and a second paragraph that introduces conflict as the writing strategy and includes a 
quote of intended support, followed by an imprecise sentence that implies an alternate central idea.  

• The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic (you can have fun with anything) and 
imprecise (the text is like trying; the joy and the loved been around; them things can get around).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (Gus give; says “At; 
this lines; Him and his mother; a animal; them things) that do not hinder comprehension.  
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a central idea (The author describes in hope to show the safety and 
comfortabilty she felt at the farm) and a writing strategy (The use of imagery in this excerpt was used 
to describe her experience).  

• The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central  
idea (The author descreptive writing provides reasoning to her family going so often to the farm and 
imagery helps to set the stage for what happens in the final paragraphs … from the authors feeling of 
safety and comfortabitly to feel of betrayel ). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas inconsistently and inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis as the 
evidence provided does not exemplify imagery (She uses descritive words such as sweet, kindly and 
giddy in hopes to show the sense of safety she had felt at Mr. Gus’s farm).  

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent 
response, with an opening paragraph that introduces a central idea and a writing strategy, and a second 
paragraph that attempts to explain how the use [of] imagery helps to set the stage for what happens. 
However, the explanation reflects the use of diction rather than imagery, and the central idea is 
expanded upon to include the feel of betrayel which is never expanded upon. A concluding sentence 
restates the original central idea and writing strategy.  

• The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (of young girl; in hope 
to show; reasoning to her family; the use imagery).   
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with frequent errors (from ordinary Light; 
friends farm; detial; orrcence; comfortabilty; in depthy; opipions; descritive; farm The; author 
descreptive writing; Furthermore the; Transing from the authors; durning; Overall the) that make 
comprehension difficult.  
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Anchor Level 1–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a confused and incomplete central idea (The text is about a boy that enjoy 
with his father and Her mother) but no writing strategy.  

• The response demonstrates a minimal analysis of the central idea with no reference to a writing strategy 
(This two evidence shows that the boy if enjoying with her family and then loved pass that moment).  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents ideas inconsistently and inadequately in an attempt to support analysis, making 
use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (“because my father Loved to eat two piece of the toast 
with breakfast and “I helped my mother stir vast post of the summer’s Havest). 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response exhibits little organization of ideas and information, with a single paragraph that 
introduces the idea of enjoying a child-parent relationship, followed by two quotes in an attempt to 
support the confused central idea and concludes with another attempt at rewording the central idea (if 
you Have your mom and your dad living, you have to enjoy with they be cause when you want pass 
time with they can be late).  

• The response uses language that is predominantly incoherent as the result of frequently leaving out 
necessary words (the boy if enjoying with her family and you have to enjoy with they).   
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with frequent errors (boy that enjoy; line 
1 and 2 say; two piece; because … breakfast. Also; post; Havest; thirck; hadle; In con clu sion if; with 
they) and contradictory pronouns that make comprehension difficult.  
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

 
Anchor Level 1–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

• The response introduces a central idea with no writing strategy (The central idea of this text is that not 
all things seem as they appear). 

• The response demonstrates no analysis of the author’s use of a writing strategy to develop the central 
idea.  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

• The response presents no evidence from the text.  
 

COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

• The response is minimal, making assessment of organization unreliable.  
• The response is minimal, making assessment of the use of language unreliable.   

 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

• The response is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.   
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ‘24 [80] 

 
Practice Paper A – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3 because the response introduces a clear central 
idea and demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea. 
The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis. 
The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response and 
establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure, while demonstrating 
partial control of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.  
 
 
Practice Paper B – Score Level 1 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 1 because the response introduces a confused 
central idea and demonstrates a minimal analysis of the author’s use of characterization to develop the 
central idea. The response presents little evidence from the text with little organization of ideas and 
information. The use of language is predominantly incoherent. The response demonstrates a lack of control 
of conventions with frequent errors that make comprehension difficult.  
 
 
Practice Paper C – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 4 because the response introduces a well-reasoned 
central idea and demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of figurative language to develop 
the central idea. The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and 
relevant evidence to support analysis. The response exhibits logical organization of ideas to create a 
cohesive and coherent response, using precise language and sound structure, demonstrating control of 
conventions with infrequent errors.  
 
 
Practice Paper D – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 2 because the response introduces a central idea 
and demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of tone to develop the central idea. The response 
presents ideas inadequately and inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis. The response exhibits 
inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response. The response 
lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise, demonstrating emerging control of 
conventions with some errors that hinder comprehension.  
 
 
Practice Paper E – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this response best fits the criteria for Level 3 because the response introduces a clear central 
idea and demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of irony to develop the central idea. The 
response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis. The 
response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response and 
establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure, while demonstrating 
partial control of conventions with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.  
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Map to the Learning Standards 
Regents Examination in English Language Arts  

August 2024 

 
Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
2 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
3 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
4 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12)  
5 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
6 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
7 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
8 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
9 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
10 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
11 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
12 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 
13 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
14 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
15 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
16 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
17 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
18 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
19 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 
20 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
21 MC 1 1 RI.6 (11-12) 
22 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
23 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 
24 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

Part 2 
Argument 

Essay 
Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
Part 3 

Expository 
Response 

Response 4 2 
RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 



Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development 

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for 
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the 
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.

Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ‘24 [82] 

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2024 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts will be posted on the Department’s web site at 
https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations/ on the day of  
the examination. Conversion charts provided for previous administrations of the 
Regents Examination in English Language Arts must NOT be used to determine 
students’ final scores for this administration.




