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Anchor Level 3–A 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 3. 
 

Note: This paper is holistically a 3 level, although some relevant evidence that is properly cited 
places it higher in this area of criteria assessment. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 specific claim: It is not necessary to control invasive species because that would 
be an effect that would impact the animals that need the invasive species to survive 

 emerging source and topic analysis: certain animals need these invasive species 
/ Plants help smaller animals weather birds or insects, plants and flowers are food 
for animals a removing would be a problem / This line proves that certain invasive 
species shouldn’t be controlled or relocated 

 insufficient evaluation of a counterclaim: …some scientists think that it is 
necessary to control invasive species because It will prevent harm to plants / 
However this should’nt be necessary for plants … Plants and flowers are food for 
animals 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 basic support using relevant and/or generalized evidence: …“when some 
researchers, like Gleditsch, have suggested that certain alien species may help 
ecosystems” / “It provides nectar for Bees. Not even the most determined … has 
come up with any nasty habits that make dandelion a bad neighor.” 

 consistent avoidance of plagiarism with acceptable citation format: in the 1st 
text “Bucking Convention to Track the Upside of Invasive Species” line 20 / In third 
text Encyclopedia of biological Invasions lines 17–18 / In the text “The new wild: 
Why Invasive Species will be Natures Salvation” text 4 line 26–27, although some 
miscopying exists within the quotations cited 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging focus on task: throughout 
 emerging organization of ideas: Consisting of a single paragraph that first 
introduces a negative claim and states a supportive argument that focuses on the 
need for invasive species in order for some species to survive and continues on to 
present and counter with generalized evidence the opposing view that some 
researchers feel control is needed to prevent harm to plants. The lack of 
transitioning from student language to quoted material impacts cohesiveness 

 basic language and sentence structure: certain animals need these invasive 
species / 1st / It will prevent harm to plants / This line proves / this shows why 
Invasive species should’nt be contrlled, or relocated 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that do not hinder comprehension 
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Anchor Level 3–B 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 3. 
 

Note: This paper provides analysis primarily through source quotations followed by brief 
explanations which are lacking necessary elaboration. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 surface-level claim: It is necesary to control invasive species 
 emerging source and topic analysis: This shows invasive species eat too much 
and are harmful / This shows why we need to control invasive species. To protect 
animals, plants and people 

 insufficient evaluation of a counterclaim: On the other hand though It is not 
necesary to control invasive species / This prove they can help. Though thats good, 
whats better though 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 basic support using relevant and/or generalized evidence: “Many invasive 
species thrive because they outcompete native species for food” / …“Some invaders 
are enormously costly” / “cause human, animal, or plant disease” 

 partial avoidance of plagiarism with emerging citation format: (Source 2) / 
(Source 1) / (Source 3), citing source numbers but lacking line numbers 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging focus on task: …keeping animals protected … will allow them to live 
longer / There are many reasons why It would be necesary to control them 

 emerging organization of ideas: With an opening paragraph that states the need 
for keeping animals protected and establishes a pro claim, followed by a paragraph 
of support that exemplifies, but does not elaborate on, the idea that while invasive 
species can help, they still need to be controlled, stating two more reasons why with 
no further explanation. The concluding sentence moves from the initial focus on 
harm to animals, extending the need to protect animals, plants and people 

 basic language and sentence structure: …keeping animals protected is overall 
gonna make them helther / This shows invasive species eat too much / Though thats 
good, whats better though 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension 
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Anchor Level 3–C 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 3. 
 

Note: Adherence to an acceptable citation format does not necessarily correlate with 
appropriateness of source evidence. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: Throughout all The generations, many Species have come and go. 
Many people Think Theyre bad. However many people beleive That Theyre good 
for US. I’m not sure why people Think you should allow Them. 

 unclear or confused source and topic analysis: They also spread to fast to really 
get rid of Them Therefore we shouldnt bother trying to fix This / Another problem 
is They eat Things That we need. This is besides for The food They enjoy 

 insufficient evaluation of a counterclaim: Many people beleive that we Shouldnt 
do anything about This problem … however if you look at The bad Things They 
override The good Things 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using limited, inaccurate, or irrelevant evidence: These fish 
feed on plankton, tiny organisms floating in The water / The cost of biological 
invasions to The economy of The united states alone is estimated over 100 billion 
annually / Introducing insects can be dangerous 

 consistent avoidance of plagiarism with acceptable citation format: (Source 2 
line 21–22) / (Source 3 line 22–23) / (Source 1 line 56–57), despite the lack of 
quotation marks to indicate original text from the sources 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging focus on task: throughout 
 emerging organization of ideas: With an introductory paragraph contextualizing 
the issue and suggesting a pro claim, followed by three body paragraphs that 
attempt to address counterclaims relating to problems posed by invasive species 
and a concluding paragraph that emphasizes why invasive species should be gotten 
rid of 

 basic language and sentence structure: let me explain my standpoint on This 
topic / They beleive That They got rid of bad Things like we see / After all I Showed 
you don’t you agree with me?! 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension  
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Anchor Level 2–A 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 2. 
 

Note: In this essay, there is a disconnect between the expressed claim and the evidence introduced 
(although plagiarism is consistently avoided with an acceptable citation format). 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: In my opinion the control invasive is not good for the species 
 unclear or confused source and topic analysis: …sometimes the investigation can 
be to fail / because for the invasion of humans many animals are transfering too 
places and this is very dangerous 

 confused counterclaim: But some people think the control of species can help to 
avoid the extinction and conserve many type’s of animals / But i think the opinion 
is bad 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using irrelevant evidence: “The cost of biological invasions 
to the economy of the United States alone is estimated at over $100 billion 
annually” / “This prevents the from accidentally transporting zebra mussels or 
other species from one body of water to anotrer” 

 consistent avoidance of plagiarism with acceptable citation format: In the tex 3 
… (line 22–23) / In the tex 1 … (line 44–47) 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 suggests a focus on task, but lacks organization of ideas: With an opening 
paragraph of attempted support although the evidence presented is contrary to the 
claim, and another paragraph that presents and exemplifies a counterclaim though 
the rebuttal is confused and disjointed.  

 imprecise language: …can be a good sometimes / the control invasive is not good / 
because the economy to the invasions is to lound for the contry / can be to fail / 
because for the invasion of humans  

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 emerging control: throughout 
 errors that hinder comprehension 
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Part 2 – Anchor Paper – Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2–B 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 2. 
 

Note: The essay is a Level 2, despite a partial avoidance of plagiarism. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: …in my opinion this is necessary because we only Do this proces 
more past 

 unclear or confused source and topic analysis: …so this will be controled and 
you Have a Document that … Have so many points that Helps with my argument / 
So with this opsiong you think its necessary or not? 

 confused or no counterclaim: So many people think like me but others no with no 
further explanation 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using inaccurate and irrelevant evidence: …might Helps 
individuals from a native species whithout boosting their population numbers, its a 
moderate change / “Europeans imperialist who believed it had medicinal uses” 

 partial avoidance of plagiarism with emerging citation format: …“bucking 
convention to track the upside of invasive species” in lines 42 to 43 / “The New 
wild: why invasive species will Be nature’s salvation” … in line 23 with two other 
quotes lacking quotation marks, source numbers, and line numbers 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 lacks appropriate focus on task, but suggests organization of ideas: The essay, 
consisting of a single paragraph, introduces the topic with a question taken from the 
task and attempts to clarify what is invasive species followed by an unclear positive 
claim, a mention that others might think differently, and an attempt to give reasons 
for the established claim, followed by a sentence of conclusion 

 imprecise language: So knak the question it rely necessary control invasive 
species? / proces more past / So many people think like me but others no / in lines 
… say might / you Have a Document that is calling “The New … salvation” / with 
this opsiong you think 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 lack of control: throughout 
 errors that make comprehension difficult  
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Anchor Level 2–C 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 2. 
 

Note: Despite a significant lack of conventions control, this paper is not indecipherable. 
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: I think it’s Not Okay to control in vasie species 
 unclear and confused source and topic analysis: this auote show the Control 
invasie species are Not good thing to do and we Should Stop becoccs were destrov 
there hebitat Which hap them to Stoy alle 

 confused counterclaim: However So Might disgree because control the invasie 
specie is acuttu help them 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support using limited, inaccurate, or irrelevant evidence: “Many 
invasive species destroy habitat the places Where othur plants end animals 
Naturally Live” 

 insufficient avoidance of plagiarism: “bucking convention to track the upside of 
invasive species / in document 2. Both citations lack line numbers and there are no 
specific details included from the first mentioned source 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 suggests a focus on task, but lacks organization of ideas: With an introductory 
paragraph that states a claim and counterclaim, followed by a body paragraph that 
attempts to explain why we shoud Not control invaise species and a reiteration of 
the counterclaim. The concluding paragraph repeats the claim and counterclaim 
once more 

 imprecise language: about track the upside / want control invasive species / Left 
on destory habitat / show the control invasie species / Not good thing / because 
were / control the invasie specie is acuttu help them 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 significant lack of control: throughout 
 errors that interfere with comprehension  
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Anchor Level 1–A 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 1. 
 

Note: Although the paper exhibits 1, 2, 3, and 4 level qualities, it is a personal response loosely 
related to the topic, makes no reference to the topic or sources, and can be scored no higher 
than a 1.  
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 unrelated claim: Plants are great for our planet! 
 no source or topic analysis 
 no counterclaim 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 provides no evidence 
 no use of citations 

Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 no focus on task 
 lacks appropriate focus on task, but suggests organization of ideas: The essay 
has two paragraphs. The first is about plants, how they help and hurt people and the 
second is about animals and how they are companyons or hurt people. The last 
sentence of each paragraph reminds readers to take care of plants or animals 

 basic language and sentence structure: Plants are great for our planet! / There 
are many animals and insects that are important to earth to! / We love our pets and 
they love us 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 partial control: throughout 
 errors that do not hinder comprehension 
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Anchor Level 1–B 
 

Holistically, the essay meets the criteria for a Level 1. 
 

Note: Although the paper does have a limited claim and attempts to provide some support from 
one source, there is minimal writing, making overall assessment unreliable.  
 

Content and 
Analysis 

Essay exhibits: 
 limited claim: This Is not necessary because Is a consequences for the Ecosystem 
 no source analysis 
 no counterclaim 

Command of 
Evidence 

Essay exhibits: 
 insufficient support: consumed native Plant / many native bird species Adore 
honey sukle 

 no use of citations 
Coherence, 
Organization, 
and Style 

Essay exhibits: 
 minimal writing, making assessment unreliable 

Control of 
Conventions 

Essay exhibits: 
 minimal writing, making assessment unreliable 
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Practice Paper A 
 

Score: 4 

Holistically, this is a Level 4 essay because, although paragraphs are 
not indicated, the essay demonstrates logical internal organization, 
meeting the criteria for a Level 4 throughout. 
 

Practice Paper B 
 

Score: 6 

Holistically, this essay meets all rubric criteria for a Level 6. 

Practice Paper C 
 

Score: 5 

Holistically, this essay meets all rubric criteria for a Level 5. 

Practice Paper D 
 

Score: 3 

Holistically, this essay must be scored at Level 3. Although this essay 
meets most of the criteria for a Level 4 because it uses information from 
fewer than the requisite three sources, the essay can be scored no higher 
than a 3. 

Practice Paper E 
 

Score: 2 

Holistically, this essay meets Level 2 criteria, despite consistent 
avoidance of plagiarism. The handwriting can be challenging but is not 
indecipherable. 
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